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INTRODUCTION 
 
 

     The Walton Collection (1796-1961) is centered upon Isaac Walton (1763-1840) and his 
descendants of Sumner and Davidson Counties, Tennessee, and the related families of Drake and 
Robertson.  The Walton Collection is a gift from Mr. Robert H. Cherry, Nashville, Tennessee. 
     The material in this collection occupies .84 cubic feet of shelf space. 
     Single photocopies of unpublished writings in the Walton Collection may be made for 
purposes of scholarly research. 

 
 



SCOPE AND CONTENT 
 

     The Walton Collection containing approximately 150 items, span the period 1796–1961, but 
is largely concentrated in the years 1800-1900.  The collection is made of accounts, bills and 
receipts, certificates, Civil War records, correspondence, court records, estate papers, 
genealogical data, land records, legal documents, a military record, a pension record (widow), 
photographs, slave records and several miscellaneous items. 
     The Civil War records consist of a loyalty oath by William J. Drake (1792-1867), a provisions 
and supplies permit and a refugee notice. 
     Correspondence includes two 1863 Civil War letters; a letter written by W. H. King to 
Timothy Walton (1818-1887) from Camp Douglas (Illinois) and a letter from Josiah Walton 
(        ) to his brother Timothy Walton describing life in Camp Chase, a Civil War prison in Ohio. 
     Estate papers include those of John Bosley (1761-c.1844), son-in-law of James Randolph 
Robertson (1742-1814), and grandfather of Timothy Walton. 
      Genealogical data can be found on the John Drake (       ), James Robertson, and Isaac 
Walton (1763-1840). 
       Land records include agreements, deeds, grants, indentures, mortgages, registrations, 
surveys and trusts. 
     Legal documents consist of indentures, licenses, power of attorney and copies of the wills of 
John Bosley and Isaac Walton. 
     The military record is a copy of a discharge paper for Captain John Drake, dated February 8, 
1814, for his service with the Creek Nation Expedition in the Indian Wars. 
     The pension record (widow) is for Susannah T. Walton (1828-1898) for her husband’s service 
in the Indian Wars. 
      Slave records consist of bills of sale for slaves in 1844, 1847 and 1857, the hiring out of 
slaves in Davidson County, Tennessee in 1850 and a slave patrol document in 1856. 
     The Walton Collection represents an important contribution of a prominent family in Sumner 
and Davidson Counties, Tennessee in the nineteenth century.  Of particular historical value are 
the documents relating to the antebellum period and the Civil war. 
 

 
 



CONTAINER LIST 
 
Box 1 
1.        Account book – [Walton, Timothy], n.d.  
2.        Account book – Miscellaneous, n.d. 
3.        Accounts – Bills, notes and receipts – Walton, Josiah, 1824-1857 
4.        Accounts – Bills, notes and receipts – Walton, Timothy, 1840-1894 
5.        Certificates – Election – Road Commissioner Walton, E. T., 1895 
6.        Certificates – Marriages – Cherry, Robert Hughes and Susannah Walton, 1934 (copy)  
7.        Certificates – Marriages – Drake, William J. and Polly Bosley, 1817 (copy) 
8.        Certificates – Marriages – Walton, Ernest Biles and Effie Mary Ellen King, 1911 (copy) 
9.        Certificates – Marriages – Walton, Timothy and Susannah Drake, 1849 (copy) 
10.      Certificates – Patriotic – Colonial Dames of American, Sue (Walton) Cherry, 1961 (copy) 
11.      Certificates – Stock – Adelph Theatre Company, 1850 
12.      Civil War – Loyalty Oath – Drake, William J., 1862 
13.      Civil War – Permit – Provisions, supplies, etc., 1865 
14.      Civil War – Refugees – Notice, 1865 
15.      Clippings – Death notice – Walton, Ernest Timothy, 1943 (copy) 
16.      Correspondence – Dillon - Robertson 
17.      Correspondence – Walton, Isaac – Walton, Josiah 
18.      Court records – Mortgage release – Pierce, H. M. and wife to Nashville Land  
            Improvement Company, 1887 
19.      Court records – Widows support – Drake, Polly, 1867 (copy) 
20.      Estate papers – Bosley, John, 1844 
21.      Estate papers – Cotton, Percilla, 1845 
22.      Estate papers – Letters of administration – Drake, Polly, 1874 
23.      Estate papers – Transfer of land of Walton, Josiah to James M. Hollis, 1873 
24.      Financial documents – Promissory notes 
25.      Financial documents – Bank statements – Walton, ____, 1847-1850 (copies) 
26.      Genealogical data – Drake, John (copies) 
27.      Genealogical data – Robertson, James (copies) 
28.      Genealogical data – Walton, Timothy (copies) 
29.      Insurance papers – Continental Insurance Company of New York and Mrs. S. T. Walton,  
           1894 
30.      Invitation – Basket Picnic – Drake kinfolks, 1934 (copy) 
31.      Land records – Agreements – Walton, Joseph and Thomas Edwards, 1851 
32.      Land records – Deed – Drake, William J., 1835 [Registration only] 
33.      Land records – Deed – Ledbetter, Harriet to Mary Ledbetter, 1895 (copy) 
34.      Land records – Deed – Ledbetter, Harriet C. to Josiah Walton and wife, 1873 
35.      Land records – Deed – Walton, J. Josiah and Mary Frances to Harriet Ledbetter, 1873 
           (copy) 
36.      Land records – Deed – Young, N. B. to W. J. Drake, 1840 
37.      Land records – Grants – State of North Carolina to Benjamin Drake, 1785 
38.      Land records – Grants – State of North Carolina to James Robertson, 1796 
39.      Land records – Grants – State of Tennessee to John Bosley, 1814 
40.      Land records – Grants – State of Tennessee to William J. Drake, 1832 



41.      Land records – Indenture – Drake, Benjamin to John Stump, 1814 (copy) 
42.      Land records – Indenture – Drake, Isaac to Benjamin Drake, 1808 
43.      Land records – Indenture – Drake, Isaac to Benjamin Drake heirs, 1803 
44.      Land records – Indenture – Drake, Jonathon to Isaac Drake heirs, n.d.  
 
Box 2 
1.        Land records – Mortgage – Cockrill, Marks to W. T. Atkinson 
2.        Land records – Registration deed – Walton, E. B. 
3.        Land records – Survey – Drake, Benjamin land,  1825 
4.        Land records – Survey – Bransford land, 1850 
5.        Land records – Survey – Ledbetter, Harriet, 1895 (copy) 
6.        Land records – Survey – Proposed road – From Drakes Creek to Bordeaux and Whites  
           Creek intersection, 1909 (copy) 
7.        Land records – Survey – Walton, Josiah, 1853 
8.        Land records – Trust – Cockrill, Marks to R. L. Caruthers, Jr., 1879 
9.        Legal documents – Indenture – Wormington, John Hapsell vs. Edward and Nancy 
           Wormington, 1850 (copy) 
10.      Legal documents – License – Retail for Walton, Timothy, 1850 (copy) 
11.      Legal documents – License – Retail for Walton and Moms, 1845 
12.      Legal documents – Power of attorney – Robertson, James to John Gordon, 1793 
13.      Legal documents – Will – Bosley, John, 1844 (copy) 
14.      Legal documents – Will – Walton, Isaac, 1838 (copy) 
15.      Legislative acts – North Carolina – Establishing of Nashville (copy) 
16.      List. – Names – Pioneers who landed in Nashville, 1780 (copy) 
17.      Military records – Discharge – Drake, William J., from Creek Nation Expedition, 1814,  
           (copy) 
18.      Notes – Author unknown – Nashville and Charlotte Turnpike Company and Dickson 
           Company, n.d. (copy) 
19.      Notes – Deed of trust – Cantrell, Stephen vs. R. J. Mannis, 1846 
20.      Pensions – Indian Wars widows – Walton, Susannah T., 1893 
21.      Photographs, drawings, etc. – Draton  
22.      Photographs, drawings, etc. – Travelers Rest 
23.      School records – Tuition receipts – Walton, T. J., 1867 
24.      Slavery – Bills of sale, 1847-1857 
25.      Slavery – Hired – Davidson County, Tennessee, 1850 
26.      Slavery – Slave patrol – Preamble and resolution, 1856 
27.      Taxes – Railroad tax receipts 
28.      Taxes – State, county and school, 1824-1896 
29.      Taxes – Poll tax receipts – Walton, Ernest, 1881 
30.      Writings – Puckett, Mattie for Emma Drake, 1898 
        
 
 
 



NAME INDEX 
 

     This is a name index of correspondence in the Walton Collection with the dates of the letters 
and information regarding their contents.  The figures in parentheses denote the number of 
letters, if more than one.  The last numbers refer to the box and folder in which the material is to 
be found. 
 
Dillon, Tazewell G. to _____ _____, 1849, re:  settlement for a horse and equipment lost in the  
               Florida War,  1-16 
Hill, Lavina to Ernest Walton, n. d., re:  the home “Travelers Rest” built by James Robertson for 
               his wife, Charlotte,  1-16 
King, W. H. to Timothy Walton, 1863, re:  written for Uncle David from Camp Douglas, Illinois,  
               1-16 
McConnell, H. K. to _____Shoecroft, 1863, re:  instructions to employ servants in harvesting  
               and preserving; require colored man, Stokley to be respectful to Mrs. Walton, 1-16 
Paine, E. A. to Timothy Walton, 1864, re:  instructions to furnish serviceable clothing to black  
               people on plantation,  1-16 
Parkes, Will to Timothy Walton, 1851, re:  requesting amount of articles in order to balance  
               books,  1-16 
Robertson, N. to Timothy Walton, 1851, re:  requesting the sale of property,  1-16 
Walton, Isaac (4) to Timothy Walton, 1833-1858, re:  concern for having received no letter; good  
               crops; plans to return to Tennessee; sending a blank deed to be signed and returned;  
               another baby boy,  1-17 
Walton, Josiah to Timothy Walton, 1863, re:  prison camp life,  1-17 
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