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INTRODUCTION 
 

      The Leonard F. Chapman Papers (1786-1959), are centered on the Scott and 
Singleton families, two prominent families of Bedford County, Tennessee. 
     The materials in this collection measure 3.36 feet. There are no restrictions on the 
materials.  Single photocopies of unpublished writings in the Leonard Chapman Family 
Papers may be made for purposes of scholarly research. 

 
 
 
 



SCOPE AND CONTENT 
        
     The Leonard F. Chapman Papers, containing approximately 1,100 items, span the 
period 1786 to 1959. The collection is composed of accounts, bills of sale, and 
correspondence, financial documents, land records, printed materials, receipts, and 
several miscellaneous items. Included in the collection is a great deal of material relating 
to the early history of Bedford County and other locations in the South.  
     The vast majority of the collection is composed of correspondence, both personal as 
well as business, exchanged between members of the two families. The letters provide an 
important source in research dealing with the life of the antebellum planters. The letters 
describing life in New Orleans are particularly interesting.  
     Receipts, bills of sale and accounts make up another large portion of the collection. 
They provide the researcher with the opportunity to examine goods used on the 
plantations, prices of commodities, slave care and medical procedures. Some other 
miscellaneous items include letters of indenture (deeds), lists of slave sales, poems, 
newspaper clipping, advertisements, banks notes, recipes and wills.  
     The Leonard F. Chapman Papers represent an important contribution to the study of 
antebellum Southern society. As a genealogical source it details history of a family from 
the early years in North Carolina to Tennessee and throughout the country. 
 
                                
 
 
 



CONTAINER LIST 
 
Box 1 
1.     Accounts – Scott, John – 1806-1817 
2.     Accounts – Scott, John – 1816-1825 
3.     Accounts – Scott, John – 1827-1828 
4.     Accounts – Singleton, Robert – 1842 
6.     Affidavit – Adams vs. Anderson – 1813 
7.     Bill of sale – Slaves – 1803-1856 
8.     Cards-Business – Greeting – Miscellaneous  
9.     Correspondence – Business – Incoming – Ashe - Blackburn 
10.   Correspondence – Business – Incoming – Casey - Cooper 
11.   Correspondence – Business – Incoming – Easkin - Erwin 
12.   Correspondence – Business – Incoming – Erwin - Ford  
13.   Correspondence – Business – Incoming – Hannah - Jones  
14.   Correspondence – Business – Incoming – Marlon - Sims  
15.   Correspondence – Business – Incoming – Singleton, Robert L., 1821-1832 
16.   Correspondence – Business – Incoming – Singleton, Robert L., 1832-1834 
17.   Correspondence – Business – Incoming – Singleton, Robert L., 1834-1836 
18.   Correspondence – Business – Incoming – Singleton, Robert L., 1837-1838 
 
Box 2 
1.     Correspondence – Business – Incoming – Singleton, Robert L., 1839-1840 
2.     Correspondence – Business – Incoming – Singleton, Robert L., 1842-1845 
3.     Correspondence – Business – Incoming – Singleton, Robert L., 1846-1848 
4.     Correspondence – Business – Incoming – Singleton, Robert L., 1850-1856 
5.     Correspondence – Business – Incoming – Singleton, Robert L., 1856-1857 
6.     Correspondence – Business – Incoming – Singleton, Robert L., 1857 
7.     Correspondence – Business – Incoming – Stevens - Yeatman 
 
Box 3 
Correspondence – General  
1.     Unknown 
2.     Allings - Bedford  
3.     Blyth, Mary - Blyth, S.S. 
4.     Cannon, C - Cannon, Mary 
5.     Carroll, Charles  
6.     Claiborne - Copper 
7.     Dudley, C 
8.     Erwin - Giles 
9.     Hand - Mitchell 
10.   Neel - Perkins 



11.   Scott, John  
12.   Scott, John  
13.   Scott, Joshua 
14.   Scott, Mary 
15.   Scott, Robert 
16.   Scott, Robert  
17.   Scott, Robert 
18.   Scott, Samuel  
19.   Scott, Samuel  
 
Box 4 
Correspondence – General  
1.     Scott, Samuel  
2.     Scott, Samuel 
3.     Scott, Sarah  
4.     Scott, Thomas. 1822-1823 
5.     Scott, Thomas, 1824-1827 
6.     Scott, Thomas, 1828-1829 
7.     Scott, Thomas, 1830-1832 
8.     Scott, Thomas, 1832-1833 
9.     Scott, Thomas, 1833 
10.   Scott, Thomas, 1835-1842 
11.   Scott, Thomas, 1843 
12.   Scott, Thomas, 1843-1845 
13.   Scott, Thomas, 1845-1846 
14.   Scott, Thomas, 1846 
15.   Scott, Thomas, 1846-1849 
16.   Scott, Thomas, 1849 
 
Box 5 
Correspondence – General  
1.     Scott, Thomas, 1849-1850 
2.     Scott, Thomas, 1851-1855 
3.     Scott, Thomas, 1855-1857 
4.     Scott, Thomas, 1859-1860 
5.     Selph-Singleton, Clare 
6.     Singleton, Clementina – Singleton, James 
7.     Singleton, John 
8.     Singleton, Martha – Singleton, Matthew 
9.     Singleton, Robert 
10.   Singleton, Robert – Singleton, Sarah  
11.   Singleton, Sarah – Talmage 
12.   Williams-Wingate 



13.   Wright, Thomas 
14.   Yeatman, Thomas 
15.   Yell, Anna – Yell, Mary 
 
Box 6 
1.     Financial documents – Bank notes – Public Instruments of Protests 
2.     Genealogical data – Ransom – Singleton* 
3.     Instruction – Building a Fireplace 
4.     Lands records – Deeds – Emerson – Patton 
5.     Lands records – Deeds – Scott, John – Scott, Thomas 
6.     Lands records – Deeds – Singleton - Willies 
7.     Legal documents – Land Law of Tennessee, 1806 
8.     Medical recipes – Miscellaneous 
9.     Medical reports – Mrs. Carroll, 1813 
10.   Printed material – Advertisements – Husband’s Calcined Magnesia  
11.   Printed material – Advertisements – Thomas W. Scott and Company, 1834 
12.   Printed material – Deed – Unmarked Printed Deed of Property 
13.   Printed material – Magazine – United Daughters of the Confederacy, 1959 
14.   Printed material – Newspaper – Manchester Whig, 1839  
15.   Printed material – Newspaper – Nashville Weekly Gazette, 1866 
16.   Printed material – Poems – Miscellaneous 
17.   Receipts – Bills, etc., 1794-1822 
18.   Receipts – Bills, etc., 1824-1827 
* folder 2a: Genealogical data – A Brief History of the Singleton and Scott Families by 
Leonard F. Chapman, Jr. and a genealogical chart of the Singleton, Chapman, and Scott 
families (Not on microfilm) 
 
Box 7 
1.     Receipts – Bills, etc., 1827-1828 
2.     Receipts – Bills, etc., 1830-1835 
3.     Receipts – Bills, etc., 1836-1839 
4.     Receipts – Bills, etc., 1840-1849 
5.     Receipts – Bills, etc., 1850-1853 
6.     Receipts – Bills, etc., 1854-1856 
 
Box 8 
1.     Receipts – Bills, etc., 1854-1856 
2.     Receipts – Bills, etc., 1856-1859 
3.     Receipts – Bills, etc., 1875-1893 
4.     Receipts – Bills, etc., no date 
5.     Recipes – Miscellaneous  
6.     Wills – Singleton, Clare-1892 
7.     Wills – Toomer, Joseph-1811 



NAME INDEX 
 
This is a name index of the correspondence only in the Leonard Chapman Family Papers 
together with the dates of the letters and information regarding their contents.  The 
figures in parentheses denote the number of letters, if more than one.  The last numbers 
refer to the box and folder in which the material is to be found.  
 
Allings, B.W. to John Scott, 1810 re: travel to Tennessee: family news. 3-2 
Bedford, Robert (2) to John Scott, 1825-1826, re: family news; business prospects:  
          shipping costs. 3-2 
Blyth, Mary to Samuel Blyth, 1837, re: furnishing of the new house, 3-3 
Blyth, Samuel (9) to Mary “Polly” Blyth, 1786-1797, re: discusses health; will leave for  
          Wilmington, N.C. before sunrise; different fashions; will leave for New York;  
          business concerns; establishment of credit in New York; sickness in his family;  
          United States and Spanish skirmishes in East Florida; Spanish in Florida; discusses  
          Jay’s Treaty; riots over the Jay’s Treaty in Charleston; family’s arrival in Elizabeth  
          Town, North Carolina. 3-3 
Cannon, C. to Mary Cannon, 1861, re: has arrived in the Cumberland Gap two days 
           before the regiment; view from Clinch Mountain; skirmishes with the Union  
           Army, 3-4  
Cannon, Mary (2) to Sarah Singleton, 1851-1854, re: sickness children; sale of farm  
           products; “I don’t believe there is anyone who cares a thing for me. I stay all 
           alone in the world.” 3-4 
Carroll, Charles (6) to Mary Carroll, 1804-1814, re: voyage at sea; seasickness; water  
          sports; “Endeavor to break my child of those shameful practices he was guilty of”;  
          loss of cargo at sea; entrainment at Elizabeth Town; return from a ball; has located  
          the father of Mrs. Wilkinson’s last child; purchase of goods in Philadelphia, 3-5 
Claiborne, Pauline to Martha Singleton, n.d., re: sends plants; family news, 3-6  
Cooper, A.A. to Elizabeth Singleton, 1863, re: describes Wilmington, North Carolina as a  
          dull city; diseases; mentions the Battle of Stones River, 3-6 
Dudley, C. (18) to John Scott, 1822-1835, re: sale of real estate in Wilmington, North  
          Carolina; discusses the West Indian trade; business matters; purchase of cotton, 3-7 
Erwin, Andrew (3) to John Scott, 1810-1820, re: business matters; early Tennessee  
           election; purchase of land on Duck River, 3-8 
Freeland, Courtland to John Scott, 1829, re: settlement of the estate of Anthony B.  
           Toomer, 3-8 
Gannaway, John to Elizabeth Singleton, n.d., re: letter sent from Murfreesboro Hospital:  
            will visit Bedford County, 3-6 
Gavin, M. to Robert S. Copper, 1883, re: when visiting Memphis please stop by our  
            supply company, 3-5 
Giles, William M. to B.H. Morgan, 1880, re: settlement of an estate in Texas, 3-6 
Hand, A.M. to Robert Singleton, n.d., re: travels from Virginia down south; success of  
            the grocery business  



Horst, August to Elizabeth Singleton, 1880, re: request payment of back taxes on  
            property in Texas. 3-9 
McDonald, William to John Scott, 1813, re: sickness and death of Robert Scott, 3-9 
Meares, William to John Scott, 1813, re: business matters, 3-9 
Neel, William to John Scott, 1819, re: request information on the sale of property, 3-10 
Newsom, J. to John Scott, 1813 re: doctor discusses the death of Robert Scott, 3-10 
O’Relly, James (2) to John Scott, n.d., re: his slave is incapable of doing any kind of  
         work; slave passes, 3-10 
Patten, Jane to Sarah Scott, 1819, re: invites Mary Scott to a party, 3-10 
Patton, Mary Ann (2) to Sarah Scott, 1819, re: personal and family news, 3-10 
Perkins, Clementina to_______ Perkins 1855, re: seeks information on the western states  
          of Nebraska, Western Missouri and Texas; will travel to one of these areas;  
          marriages in the community, 3-10 
Scott, John to Captain_____ Calender, n.d., re: business matters; (letter torn and  
          incomplete), 3-11 
Scott, John to Robert Scott, 1813, re: order for a bonnet for his wife, 3-11 
Scott, John (5) to Sarah Scott, 1808, re: travel to Virginia; thank you for sending Mary’s  
          letter; Major Yell’s duel and wounds; description of Clarksville, planting  
          of crops, 3-11 
Scott, John (4) to Robert S. Singleton, 1818-1848, re: sends notes to the Bank of North  
          Carolina; discusses school; selling of corn; business matters; purchase of cloth;  
          opposes the trading of Negroes; mentions personal slaves, 3-12 
Scott, John to Sarah Singleton, 1846 (many more undated), re: health of family; sale of  
          bacon; purchase of land; requests the finishing of a vest; setting up payments for  
          land on river; sends food and supplies to his daughter; attends a party; mentions  
          quilting, 3-12 
Scott, Joshua (9) to John Scott, 1829-1846, re: payment of debts; slave runaways;  
          description of Cumberland College in Kentucky; arrival in New Orleans;  
          description of the city; business dealings on the Mexican border. 3-13 
Scott, Joshua (2) to Sarah Scott, 1829, re: fever epidemic at Cumberland College; life at  
          Cumberland College, 3-13 
Scott, Mary (2) to John Scott, 1818-1819, re: reports of an untruth spread about her by a 
           former friend, and like to attend a female academy; receives good grades in  
           school; family matters, 3-14 
Scott, Mary  (3) to Sarah Scott, 1810-1837, re: good health ; thank you for the money;  
           life at the female academy; new friends at school, 3-14 
Scott, Robert (21) to John Scott, 1810-1837, re: debts, court settlement; crops in  
          Wilmington; difficult times in Wilmington; deaths in the community ; no vessels  
          in port and no business going on; War of 1812 and the citizenry of  Wilmington;  
          fear of a slave uprising; fears of Indians will attack Bedford County; skirmishes  
          between the Spanish and the United States; planting crops; church meetings;  
          emigration to Tennessee; conditions in North Carolina back country; death of a  
          citizens by rabies, 3-15; 3-16 



Scott, Robert (son) (3) to John Scott, 1833, re: progress in school; description of teachers;  
          crops at Rose Hill Plantation ; will visit Memphis; life on the Yazoo River in  
          Mississippi, 3-16; 3-17 
Scott, Robert J. (2) to Sarah Scott, 1833-1836, re: family news; work in Mexico, 3-17 
Scott, Robert to Sarah Scott (sister), 1834, re: personal and family news, 3-17 
Scott, Samuel B. (26) to John Scott, 1822-1834, re: had a pair of pantaloons made for  
         Joshua; will open a new extensive stock of goods; merchandise; work in New  
         Orleans; advice for his brother, Thomas; family news; yellow fever in Columbia,  
         Tennessee; quits the farm of Mr. Yeatman; cheap lands in Illinois; sickness and  
          bleeding, 3-18; 3-19  
Scott, Samuel B. (2) to Joshua P. Scott, 1829-1830, re: relates his dream in which Josh  
          steals $20.00; advice for the other brothers, 4-1 
Scott, Samuel B. (27) to Sarah Scott, 1826-1834, re; will return home next month to see  
          you: mentions a Masonic procession in Shelbyville; General Jackson arrives on the  
          eighth; cholera epidemic; life in Livingston, Mississippi; arrival in New Orleans;  
          visits a camp meeting: marriage of his brother Joshua; Thomas has yellow fever;  
          death of Mrs. H. Martin; sorry to hear that Father got hurt; trip to Robertson 
          County, Tennessee, 4-1; 4-2 
Scott, Samuel to Sarah Scott (sister), 1834, re: lack of young ladies in Manchester, 4-2 
Scott, Samuel B. to Thomas Scott, 1822, re: ending of the school year: hopes to go to  
          Nashville; marriages in the family, 4-2 
Scott, Sarah (3) to John Scott, 1822-1825, re: sickness in the family; purchase of  
          property; mentions slaves; mention family moving to Tennessee; visit of General  
          Lafayette, 4-3 
Scott, Sarah to Joshua P. Scott, 1831, re: success at school, 4-3 
Scott, Sarah (mother) to Sarah Scott, 1835, re: thank you for the calico, 4-3 
Scott, Sarah to Thomas Scott, 1831, re: “I am really weak in body and mind this 
          morning-nine years ago was the last time that my dear Mary took her seat at our  
          table” , 4-3 
Scott, Sarah to Sarah Singleton, 1839, re: visit to a fortune teller; family news, 4-3 
Scott, Thomas to Fannie ________ 1871, re: family news, 4-4 
Scott, Thomas (146) to John Scott, 1822-1849, re: price of sugar and salt; purchase of a 
          bonnet; business matters; lottery in Nashville for the erection of a hospital; price of  
          crops; family news; travels along the Mississippi and the Ohio Rivers; building of a  
          cotton gin; cotton production in Tennessee and the South; work in New Orleans;  
          prices of merchandise; fever in New Orleans; French Revolution of 1830; U.S.  
          Panic of 1830; life in Palestine, Texas, 4-4; 4-5; 4-6; 4-7; 4-8; 4-9; 4-10; 4-11; 4- 
          12; 4-13 
Scott, Thomas (3) to Joshua Scott, 1839, re: his boat is around below Louisville; sale of  
          goods in New Orleans; family news, 4-13 
Scott, Thomas (2) to Robert Scott, 1830-1831, re: life in New Orleans; shipping; mention  
          several steamboats; personal news, 4-13 



Scott, Thomas (7) to Samuel Scott, 1823-1827, re: operation of the Yeatman Mercantile  
          Store in Nashville; hunting; prices of certain goods; family news, 4-14 
Scott, Thomas (39) to Sarah Scott (mother), 1825-1842, re: will return home from  
          Nashville in August (1825); travels to New Orleans; visit to Clarksville; personal  
          news; creation of a Temperance Society in New Orleans; reasons why he cannot  
          join the Society; fever in New Orleans; medicine for fevers; steamboats; price of  
          groceries; sends orange peel and good warm pantaloons; Christmas in New  
          Orleans; death of a horse, 4-15; 4-16; 5-1; 5-2; 5-3 
Scott, Thomas (5) to Sarah Scott (sister), 1835-1867, re: personal news; work in  
          Galveston, Texas, 5-4 
Scott, Thomas to Robert L. Singleton, 1839, re: business matters, 5-4 
Selph, Duncan H. to John Scott, 1861, re: family news, 5-5 
Singleton, Clare to Edavina _____, 1891, re: is going to a party at Mrs. Philip Scudder;  
          Mother and Dad are going to Texas, 5-5 
Singleton, Clare to Elizabeth Singleton, 1895, re: “Did you get my slippers”;  
          commencement at her school in Tullahoma, 5-5 
Singleton, Clare to Martha Singleton, 1895, re: Father slipped and pulled his arm; crop  
          production, 5-5 
Singleton, Clare (3) to Robert Singleton, 1894-1896, re: safe arrival at Monteagle; train  
          travel to Monteagle; describes a parade; new friends; reading list; suffers from  
          headache, 5-5 
Singleton, Elementina to Robert Singleton, 1835, re: marriages in the family; religion in  
          frontier Alabama, 5-6 
Singleton, David to Fannie Singleton, 1861, re: arrival and enlistment at Camp  
          Cumberland, Kentucky; skirmishes; soldier injuries and casualties, 5-6 
Singleton, Fannie to Robert L. Singleton, 1850, re: school teaching; family news; “I have  
          shed bitter tears of regret over your seeming indifference”, 5-6 
Singleton, J. to ______, 1860, re: death of her Uncle James, 5-6 
Singleton, J.S. to Robert Singleton, 1860, re: growth of crops; family news; sale of family  
          property, 5-6 
Singleton, James to Robert Singleton, n.d., re: school report; visit to Indiana; family  
          news, 5-6 
Singleton, John (6) to Elizabeth Singleton, 1891-1898, re: work at the Sunset Oil Wells;  
          work on oil rigs; work at the Yellow Aster Mining and Milling Company, 5-7 
Singleton, Martha (3) to Robert L. Singleton, 1838-1849, re: family news; sickness of her   
          grandmother; slave violence; birth of horses, 5-8 
Singleton, Martha to Sally Singleton, 1892, re: family news, 5-8 
Singleton, Martha to Sarah Scott, 1841, re: epidemic of yellow fever, 5-8 
Singleton, Robert to Mary Cannon, 1863, re: will be leaving Camp Chase for another  
          prison, 5-9 
Singleton, Robert (8) to Elizabeth Singleton, 1861-1864, re: personal news; work in  
          Columbus, Georgia; work as a mule trader; joins the Confederate Army; prison  
          life, 5-9 



Singleton, Robert (2) to ______ (sister) 1863, re: travel as a soldier in the South; long  
          marching; taking of Rock Castle; short supplies; request for writing paper, 5-10 
Singleton, Robert to Fanny S. Martin, 1892, re: “I am rejoiced to learn that Dr. Grudy  
          believes your trouble is only the bad effects of breathing through your mouth”, 5- 
          10 
Singleton, Robert to Clare Singleton, 1893, re: visit to Chicago; family news, 5-10 
Singleton, Robert to Fanny Singleton, 1875, re: arrived at Wartrace safely; “use my  
          clothes if you need them”, 5-10 
Singleton, Robert to John Singleton, n.d., re: thank you for the money; purchase of food  
          in Northern prisons; needs a hat; requests a box of provisions, 5-10 
Singleton, Robert to Sally Singleton, 1892, re: my foot is well now; building of his  
          parents new home, 5-10 
Singleton, Sarah to Sarah Scott, 1835, re: travel to Lexington, Kentucky; boarding house  
          in Lexington; describes attending a lecture where “I saw a man electrified”; death  
          of Mr. James Irwin, 5-11 
Singleton, Sarah (3) to Robert Singleton, 1835-1837, re: concerned abut her brother  
          Samuel who was in Memphis but has left for parts unknown; preparation of fields  
          for crops; killing of hogs; life on the plantation; marriages in the community, 5-11 
Singleton, Sarah (6) to ______ (sister), 1860-1861, re: describes life at school at  
          Danville, Kentucky; family news; fears for her brothers at the outbreak of the war,  
          5-11 
Swann, Samuel to John Scott, 1813, re: describes housing of the Brown family; planting  
          of crops; purchase of the Oak House Plantation, 5-11 
Swann, Sarah to Sarah Scott, 1811, re: discusses a long-standing grudge, 5-11 
Talmage, Dewitt to Robert Singleton, 1890, re: seeks a contribution for the building of  
          the “Brooklyn Tabernacle”, 5-11 
Williams, Samuel H. to John Scott, 1810, re: business matters, 5-12 
Wingate, J. to John Scott, 1816, re: reports on the management of your affairs in this  
          quarter; collection of judgments for Scott in Wilmington, South Carolina, 5-12 
Wright, Thomas (17) to John Scott, 1812-1832, re: business matters; payment of past due  
          bank notes; life in Wilmington; sickness in the Scott family; purchase of land; will  
          study for the ministry; great fire in Wilmington, North Carolina, 5-13 
Yeatman, Thomas W. (7) to John Scott, 1819-1928, re: business matters; cotton  
          purchased; crops are good except in Tennessee and Alabama; news of son, Thomas  
          Scott, 5-14 
Yeatman, Thomas W. (2) to Samuel Scott, 1829, re: discusses Samuel’s living  
           arrangement; business matters, 5-14 
Yell, Anna to Robert Singleton, 1835, re: death of her husband; westward movement of  
          several friends, 5-15 
Yell, Anna T.  (2) to Sarah Scott, 1834, re: family news; movement of Colonel Yell to  
          Arkansas; “has no high opinion of Arkansas”, 5-15 
Yell, Mary to Sarah Singleton, n.d., re: sickness in family, 5-15 
 
 
 
 


