
BRITT, ALBERT SIDNEY
 (1888-1964)

PAPERS
1897-1944

Processed by:

 Robert O. DePriest
Archival Technical Services

Accession Number:  THS 431
Date Completed:  October 1984

Location THS III-B-4



INTRODUCTION

     This finding aid covers the papers of Albert Sidney Britt (1888-1964), lawyer, trust officer, real
estate broker and public official with the Home Owners Loan Corporation, and spans the years
1897-1944. The Albert Sidney Britt Papers were a gift of Albert S. Britt, Jr., Savannah, Georgia.  The
collection occupies .84 linear feet of shelf space, and numbers approximately 325 items.
     Single photocopies of unpublished writings in the Albert Sidney Britt Papers may be made for
purposes of scholarly research.



BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

Albert Sidney Britt

1888 Born October 22, Britt's Landing, Perry County, Tennessee; son of William Obed Britt and
Bettie

            Catherine (Maxwell) Huddleston Britt.

1897 Britt family moved to Nashville, Tennessee; attended Bowens Boy's School and Sevier Military
Academy.

1907 Graduated from Cumberland Law School, Lebanon, Tennessee.

1907 Formed law partnership with T. J. MacMurrough, Nashville, Tennessee.

1907 July 17, married Anne Elizabeth Dennedy of Nashville, Tennessee.

1912 Became trust officer of the Union Bank and Trust Company, Nashville, Tennessee.

1933 Became State Appraiser for Tennessee Home Owners Loan Association (H.O.L.C.),
Nashville,

             Tennessee.

1936 Appointed Assistant Regional Manager in charge of Property Management, Home Owners
Loan Association, Memphis, Tennessee.

1942 Promoted to Deputy Assistant Regional Manager, Home Owners Loan Corporation.

1944 Home Owners Loan Corporation dissolved; Britt returned to Nashville and became real estate
broker for the Nashville Electric Service.

1963 Retired from the Nashville Electric Service.

1964 July 20, died in Nashville, Tennessee; buried in Mt. Olivet Cemetery, Nashville, Tennessee.



SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

     The Albert Sidney Britt Papers, containing approximately three hundred twenty-five items, span the
years 1897-1944.  The collection consists of accounts, announcements, cards, correspondence,
financial documents, genealogical data, invitations, notes, passes, photographs, programs, reports and
school records.
     The collection consists primarily of Britt’s business correspondence while he was a public official
with the Home Owners Loan Corporation, 1933-1944. A genealogical chart, with supporting
documentation concerning the Britt and Howard families, is included.
     The Britt Papers also contain a copy of the 1904 class "Prophecy" of St. Cecelia Academy,
Nashville, Tennessee written by Ann Elizabeth Dennedy [Britt], and financial documents in the late
nineteenth century pertaining to D. E. Dennedy of Nashville, Tennessee.
     The historical value of this collection for the researcher is to be found in the letters and memoranda
written to and from Britt during his tenure with the Home Owners Loan Corporation. The
correspondence during the period 1933-1936 relates to the lending phase of the Corporation.
Subsequent correspondence deals primarily with disposal of properties and attempts to recover the
costs of loans.
     Reading these letters gives the researcher an insight into the inner-workings of a loan business
venture at a time when the nation was recovering from a deep economic depression and was facing a
worldwide war. The letters reflect the spirit of the times. The correspondence relates to the affairs of the
business as it was carried out in the region of the Home Owners Loan Corporation in the states of
Tennessee, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, Arkansas, Missouri, Kentucky, and Ohio.



CONTAINER LIST

Box Number 1
1. Accounts? Albert S. Britt, 1938-1943
2. Announcements? Home Owners Loan Corporation, 1941-1944
3. Cards? Miscellaneous, 1938-1942
4. Correspondence? Author unknown
5. Correspondence? Allison, Gus - Biscoe Griffith Co., Brokers
6. Correspondence? Brazel, Avis - Britt, Albert S.
7. Correspondence? Britt, Albert S. - Britt, Albert S.
8. Correspondence? Britt, Albert S. - Britt, Albert S.
9. Correspondence? Britt, Albert S. - Britt, Albert S.
10. Correspondence? Britt, Albert S. - Britt, Albert S.
11. Correspondence? Britt, Albert S. - Britt, Albert S.
12. Correspondence? Britt, Albert S. - Britt, Albert S.
13. Correspondence? Britt, Albert S. - Britt, Albert S.
14. Correspondence? Britt, Albert S. - Britt, Albert S.
15. Correspondence? Britt, Albert S. - Burgess, John E.
16. Correspondence? Burgess, John E. - Cook, C. J.
17. Correspondence? Davis and Randolph - Dieselhorst, F. W.
18. Correspondence? Dieselhorst., F. W. - Dunn and Bradstreet, Inc.
19. Correspondence? Eckhardt, Cloud V. - Eckhardt, Cloud V.
20. Correspondence? Eckhardt, Cloud V. - Espy, Glenn D.
21. Correspondence? F. L. Gates Co. - Federal Reserve Bank
22. Correspondence? Fitzgerald, Richard C. - Goodloe, E. A.

Box Number 2
1. Correspondence? Green, Bess - Green, Curtis
2. Correspondence? Griffith, Biscoe John F. Thompson Co.
3. Correspondence? Judge Realty Co. Judge, Sylvester
4. Correspondence? Kane, Edward T. Latter and Blum, Inc.
5. Correspondence? Leader Federal Savings and Loan - Mammarelli, Mary
6. Correspondence? Mauzy, Rose - Morris, F. A.
7. Correspondence? Office of Price-Administration - Real Estate Board of Memphis
8. Correspondence? Reese, J. R. Robertson, James M.
9. Correspondence? Rucker, Nancy Simmons, F. W.
10. Correspondence? Sinton, Harold -Wilson, Ralph B.
11. Financial Documents? D. E. Dennedy, 1887-1898
12. Genealogical Data? Albert S. Britt family, 1981
13. Invitations? Albert S. Britt? Miscellaneous, 1939-1941
14. Notes? Leave record re: Lois Norton, n. d.
15. Passes? Miscellaneous, 1939 and n. d.
16. Photographs, drawings, etc.? Photograph, unidentified, n. d.
17. Programs? H.O.L.C. brokers' meeting, 1939
18. Reports? Miscellaneous, 1936-1941
19. School Records? Copy of 1904 class "Prophecy," St. Cecelia Academy, Nashville, Tennessee.



NAME INDEX

     This is a name index for the correspondence in the Albert S. Britt Papers. Included are the dates of
the letters, information regarding their contents and names of their recipients. The numbers in parenthesis
immediately following the name denote the number of letters, if more than one. The last numbers refer to
the boxes and folders in which the material can be found.

Author Unknown, to Albert S. Britt, 1940, re: 212 procedure, 1-4
Allison, Gus, to Albert S. Britt, 1941, re: legislation, 1-5
Banks, E. H. (2), to Albert S. Britt, [1941]-1942, re: sales problem; physical examination, 1-5
Beale, [W. M.], to Albert S. Britt, 1942, re: Mr. Bay's death, 1-5
Bell, Louise (Farmer), to Albert S. Britt, with attachment, 1944, re: request for personal
                       reference, 1-5
Benz, Max, to Albert S. Britt, with reply, 1938, re: request for personal reference, 1-5

Biscoe Griffith Company, Brokers (5), to Albert S. Britt, with replies, 1942-1943, re:
personnel matters; Collins property; administrative details; "Fields" property, 1-5

Brazel, Avis, to Albert S. Britt, 1940, re: personal news, 1-6
Britt, Albert S., to Gus Allison, 1938, re: Todd property, 1-6
Britt, Albert S. (8), to Ivan D. Carson, 1938-1941, re: repairs; personnel evaluations and
                      selections, 1-6
Britt, Albert S., to F. J. Freeman, 1938, re: property catalogue, 1-7
Britt, Albert S., to Robert G. Heard, 1938, re: Memphis property, 1-7
Britt, Albert S., to Harry Latter, 1938, re: property disposal,. 1-7
Britt, Albert S. (2) to G. C. Vandover, 1938-1942, re: accident of Judge and Daly; itinerary
                      schedule, 1-7
Britt, Albert S. (2) to Paul E. Vardeman, 1938, re: return to office; Arkansas property, 1-7
Britt, Albert S. (2) to L. C. Bierne, 1939, re: Noyes' appraisal outline, 1-7
Britt, Albert S., to R. C. Brown, 1939, re: Douglas Wright, 1-7
Britt, Albert S., to Wayne A. Cox, 1939, re: loan of Will and Leile Lewis, 1-7
Britt, Albert S. (19) to Cloud V. Eckhardt, 1939-1944, re: personal news; price fluctuations;

administrative changes; Nashville properties; Cincinnati; rent regulations, 1-8
Britt, Albert S. (7), to Curtis T. Green, 1939-1942, re: personal news; sales quotas; Jackson,

Mississippi properties; travel problems; personnel matters, 1-9
Britt, Albert S. (14), to S. C. Judge, Jr., 1939-1942, re: St. Louis properties; Dick Knight; property

sales; employee liability; misconduct of PM Representative Kelly; personnel matters, 1-9



Britt, Albert S. (2), to Gatien J. Livandais, 1939, re: personal news, 1-9
Britt, Albert S. (6), to John E. Burgess, 1940-1944, re: Washington Property Committee; sales quotas;

health; personal and business news, 1-10
Britt, Albert S. (2), to John F. Davis, 1940-1941, re: employee evaluation; request for report,
                       1-10
Britt, Albert S., to I. A. Dobson, 1940, re: instructions, 1-10
Britt, Albert S., to W. B. Dominick, 1940, re: position vacancy, 1-10
Britt, Albert S., to Hill Ferguson, Sr., 1940, re: report on trends, 1-10
Britt, Albert S., to Guy Joyner, 1940, re: contribution, 1-10
Britt, Albert S. (5), to Richard E. Knight, 1940, re: meeting report; resignation of Eb LeMaster; staffing

plans; resignation of Mr. Knight, 1-10
Britt, Albert S. (2), to R. F. Milwee, 1940-1941, re: Cloth Will cave; business news, 1-11
Britt, Albert S. (4), to Fran F. Morris, 1940-1943, re: personal news; staffing plans; NHA Conversion

Program; lawsuit by Marie Johannes, 1-11
Britt, Albert S. (2), to William F. Randolph, 1940-1941, re: Kentucky sales report; job offer, 1-11
Britt, Albert S., to J. R. Reese, with attachments, 1940, re: personal news, 1-11
Britt, Albert S., to American Airlines, 1941, re: Mary D. Brennen, 1-12
Britt, Albert S., to Lewis Burnett, 1941, re: George P. Schiffer
Britt, Albert S., to Ken R. Cagle, 1941, re: lost property, 1-12
Britt, Albert S., to George C. DeNeale, 1941, re: sales contest, 1-12
Britt, Albert S. (2), to Lee S. Marks, 1941, re: Batesville, Arkansas property; University City, Missouri
property, 1-12
Britt, Albert S. (6), to James M. Robertson, 1941-1942, re: news clipping; job offers violation of

regulations; increased offers in 1940; clipping about FHA Housing Program; Robertson's
appointment as Area Rent Director, 1-12

Britt, Albert S., to M. E. Seyster, 1941, re: property appraisal, 1-12
Britt, Albert S. (4) to Harold Sinton, 1941, re: cost reduction; Missouri personnel; staffing, 1-12
Britt, Albert S., to Lytton Sterling, 1941, re: exit interviews, 1-12
Britt, Albert S., to E. H. Banks, 1942, re: Chattanooga visit, 1-13
Britt, Albert S., to F. W. Dieselhurst, 1942-1943, re: Frank Morris; purchaser's complaint; expense

disallowance; repairs; salary increase; HOLC procedure, 1-13
Britt, Albert S. (2), to Theo. W. Eckhardt, 1942-1943, re: personal matters; Bill Riley, 1-13
Britt, Albert S. (2), to Glenn D. Espy, 1942-1943, re: collection business; personal item, 1-13
Britt, Albert S., to R. C. Fitzgerald, 1942, re: Rent Control Regulations, New Orleans, 1-14
Britt, Albert S., to Hercules Powder Co., Inc., 1942, re: Edward Henry Banks, 1-14
Britt, Albert S. (4), to Leonard J. Hindert, 1942-1944, re: repair problems; Frank Morris;

compliments; separation, 1-14
Britt, Albert S., to Hunter Jones, 1942, re: jury service, 1-14
Britt, Albert S., to David H. Maulsby, 1942, re: Curtis Green, 1-14
Britt, Albert S., to Fred B. Mitchell, 1942, re: personal item, 1-14



Britt, Albert S., Banks, to Office of Naval Officer Procurement, 1942, re: Edward H. 1-14
Britt, Albert S., to Frank Ralls, with attachment, 1942, re: Cloud V. Eckhardt, 1-14
Britt, Albert S. to Leon Verges, 1942, re: appointment as Area Rent Director, OPA, 1-14
Britt, Albert S. to Homer Brooks, 1943, re: Gibson County [TN] farm land appraisals, 1-15
Britt, Albert S. to Will Bainbridge, 1943, re: prospect, 1-15
Britt, Albert S. to Mrs. Roger Fox, 1943, re: recommendation, 1-15
Britt, Albert S. to Guy Joyner, 1943, re: contribution to Democratic Campaign Fund, 1-15
Britt, Albert S. to George Reynolds, 1943, re: property committee, 1-15
Britt, Albert S. to Joe A. Summers, 1943, re: Church of God in Christ, 1-15
Britt, Albert S. to W. J. Diniger, 1944, re: OPA position, 1-15
Britt, Albert S. to Tyler B. Green, 1944, re: annuity, 1-15
Brown, R. C., to Albert S. Britt, 1939, re: reference, 1-15
Brown, [William] (2), to Albert S. Britt, 1938-1939, re: [C. V.] Eckhardt; personal news, 1-15
Burgess, John E. (5), to Albert S. Britt, 1940-1942, re: personal and family matters, 1-15
[Burgess, John E.], to Ivan [Carson], n. d., re: property inspections, 1-16
[Burgess, John E.], to Harold Lee, 1938, re: sales, 1-16
[Burgess, John E.], to J. R. Reese, 1938, re: price listings, 1-16
Cagle, Ken R. (2), to Albert S. Britt, 1940, re: H.O.L.C. reorganization; position title, 1-16
Carson, Ivan D. (4), to Albert S. Britt, 1940-1941, re: W. A. Brown; Bill Randolph; Missouri
                       meeting, 1-16
Cook, C. J., to Harold Sinton, 1940, re: hotel reservations, 1-16
Davis and Randolph [Co.], to Albert S. Britt, with reply, 1943, re: personal news, 1-17
Davis, John F., to Albert S. Britt, with reply, 1941, re: business matters, 1-17
DeNeale, George C., to Albert S. Britt, 1941, re: John Erb's sales campaign, 1-17
Dieselhurst, F. W. (5), to Albert S. Britt, with replies, 1940-1943, re: meeting of Appraisers; sale of

H.O.L.C. properties; leaves; expense disallowance; personal matter, 1-17
Dieselhurst, F. W., to Philip A. Tharp, 1943, re: H.O.L.C. conversion program, 1-18
Dieselhurst, F. W., to Paul E. Vardeman, 1943, re: conversion units in Missouri, 1-18
Dobson, I. A. (7), to Albert S. Britt, 1938-1941, re: personal news; Missouri caves; Lee appointment;

itinerary plans; sales procedure; Memphis property; progress report, 1-18
Dunn and Bradstreet, Inc., to Albert S. Britt, with reply, 1943, re: Lucretia Charlotte Tiffany,
     1-18
Eckhardt, Cloud V. (23), to Albert S. Britt, with replies, 1940-1943, re: staffing; personnel

qualifications; H. J. Renn; itineraries; work reports; reduction-in-force; Akers property;
O.P.A. Nashville office; personal news, 1-19

Eckhardt, Cloud V., to William Brown, with attachment, 1939, re: cases for "Special R/D
                      Program," 1-19
Eckhardt, Cloud V., to Ivan Carson, 1942, re: position classification, 1-20



Erb, John T. (2), to Albert S. Britt, with attachments, 1938-1939, re: work report; sales for February,
1939, 1-20
Espy, Glenn D. (3), to Albert S. Britt, with attachments, 1942-1943, re: personal news; Bauxite,

Arkansas housing, 1-20
F. L. Gates Co. (8), to Albert S. Britt, with replies, 1938-1941, re: personal and business news;
                      FHA account; H.O.L.C. property; prospect; personnel matters, 1-21
Federal Reserve Bank (2), to Albert S. Britt, with replies, 1938-1939, re: Lucretia C. Tiffany;
                      Stella S. Stevens, 1-21
Fitzgerald, Richard C. (3), to Albert S. Britt, with one reply, 1942-1943, re: Leon Verger;
                      personal news, 1-22
Fox, Mrs. Roger (Nolia Wood), to Albert S. Britt, 1943, re: recommendation, 1-22
Freeman, F. J., to Albert S. Britt, with reply, 1938, re: property catalogue, 1-22
Freutel, Irene (4) to Albert S. Britt, with replies, 1942-1943, re: personal news, 1-22
Galbreath, Billy, to Albert S. Britt, [1942], re: personal news, 1-22
Gates, F. L., to J. J. Wall, 1939, re: application for Contract Broker, Hamilton County,
                      Tennessee, 1-22
Gautier, Irwin S., to Albert S. Britt, with reply, 1943, re: personnel matter, 1-22
Goodloe, E. A., to Albert S. Britt, 1938-1940, re: personal items, 1-22
Goodloe, E. A., to Kemp Dodson, 1941, re: Linden Avenue property, 1-22
Green, Bess, to Albert S. Britt, 1942, re: Curtis Green, 2-1
Green, Curtis T. (14), to Albert S. Britt, with replies, 1938-1942, re: personal news; sales;
                       meeting plans; personnel items; Mississippi properties; travel; business news, 2-1
Green, Curtis, to Mildred Irion, 1942, re: travel voucher, 2-1
Griffith, Biscoe, to Albert S. Britt, 1938, re: recommendation, 2-2
Hall, B. D. (3), to Albert S. Britt, with attachments, 1938, re: sales; activities report; reporting
                        procedures, 2-2
Hall, Maxine, to Albert S. Britt, with reply, 1940, re: recommendation, 2-2
Hindert, Leonard J., to Albert S. Britt, 1943, re: personnel matter, 2-2
Horner, B. W. (2), to Albert S. Britt, with reply, 1938, re: E. B. LeMaster, Jr. Walter Morris, 2-2
Howell, R. B. C., to Albert S. Britt, with reply, 1938, re: Elmer Davis, 2-2
John F. Thompson Co., to Albert S. Britt, 1943, re: recommendation, 2-2
Judge Realty Co. (6), to Albert S. Britt, with replies, 1942-1943, re: Missouri property; H.O.L.C.

meeting; sales activity; recommendations; N.H.A. regulations; administrative changes,
2-3

Judge, Sylvester (7), to Albert S. Britt, 1939-1942, re: sales; 212 procedure; application for
                       Contract Broker; Houlehan case; repairs; personnel matter, 2-3
Kane, Edward T., to Albert S. Britt, with reply, 1938, re: placement assistance, 2-4
Keeley, Lake E., to Albert S. Britt, with reply, 1939, re: remittance for commercial telegram, 2-4
Knight, R. E., to Albert S. Britt, 1940, re: itinerary; resignation, 2-4
Kniskern, Philip W., to Albert S. Britt, 1934, re: classification rating, 2-4



Latter and Blum, Inc., to Albert S. Britt, with reply, 1941, re: H.O.L.C. real estate in New
                        Orleans, 2-4
Leader Federal Savings and Loan Association, to Albert S. Britt, 1940, re: audit of labor costs,
                        2-5
Lee, Harold, to Albert S. Britt, 1939, re: appointment with Federal Home Loan Bank Board, 2-5
McMorrough, Theodore J., to Albert S. Britt, with reply, 1942, re: personal news, 2-5
Mack, Edward J. (5), to Albert S. Britt, with replies, 1939-1942, re: H.O.L.C. reorganization; personal

matters; property appraisals, 2-5
Mammarelli, Mary, to Albert S. Britt, 1941, re: personal news, 2-5
Mauzey, Rose, to Albert S. Britt, with reply, 1941, re: personal news, 2-6
Mitchell, Fred B. (3), to Albert S. Britt, with replies, 1941-1942, re: administrative matters, 2-6

Montgomery, M. V. (3), to Albert S. Britt, with replies, 1938, re: termination from
H.O.L.C.; requests for recommendations, 2-6

Moore, W. M., to Albert S. Britt, 1943, re: "Beveridge Plan," 2-6
Morris, F. A., to Albert S. Britt, 1942, re: property inspection, 2-6
Office of Price Administration, to Albert S. Britt, with reply, 1944, re: Leonard J. Hindert, 2-7
Paul Semonin Realtors (2), to Albert S. Britt, with reply, 1939-1943, re: G. R. Pither; NHA Plan,
                        2-7
Pither, G. R., to Albert S. Britt, with reply, 1939, re: request for list of sales brokers, 2-7
Prince, W. H. (5), to Albert S. Britt, 1938-1940, re: activities reports; business news, 2-7
Real Estate Board of Memphis, to Albert S. Britt, 1940, re: membership in the Board, 2-7

Reese, J. R. (Jack) (5), to Albert S. Britt, 1940, re: travel expenses; appraisals;
productivity; Ft. Lauderdale [Florida] office; administrative matters, 2-8

Reid-McGee and Co. (3), to Albert S. Britt, with replies, 1938-1941, re: visit of J. W. Hardin, et al to
Memphis office; death of Edward Cannett, Jr.; personal news, 2-8

Reynolds, George, to Albert S. Britt, 1943, re: personal news, 2-8
Rhea, W. A., to Albert S. Britt, 1944, re: personal news, 2-8
Robertson, James M. (4), to Albert S. Britt, with replies, 1939-1942, re: personal and business news;

recommendation, 2-8
Rucker, Nancy, to Albert S. Britt, with reply, 1939, re: recommendation, 2-9
Scott, Mage, to Albert S. Britt, with reply, 1942, re: recommendation, 2-9
Scyster, Marvin E. (5), to Albert S. Britt, 1938-[1941], re: sales; problem properties; Texarkana,

Texas properties, 2-9
Shands, Douglas D., to F. W. Dieselhorst, 1940, re: slang usage, 2-0
Sharpe, Frank G., to Albert S. Britt, with reply, 1943, re: loan on S. S. Sanders property, 2-9
Shelby County Commissioners, to Albert S. Britt, 1940, re: donation, 2-9
Simmons, F. W., to Albert S. Britt, 1941, re: visit to Omaha office, 2-9
Sinton, Harold (3), to Albert S. Britt, 1940-1941, re: Henry Crabites; hotel reservations; resignation,
2-10
Stewart, Loyce (2), to Albert S. Britt, 1942-1943, re: personal news, 2-10



Telfair Stockton and Co., Inc., to Albert S. Britt, with reply, 1938, re: vacation plans, 2-10
Tennessee Valley Authority, to Albert S. Britt, with reply, 1938, re: Max Benz, 2-10
Vardeman, Paul E., to Albert S. Britt, 1943, re: leave account, 2-10
Vardeman, Paul E., to F. L. Gates, 1939, re: personal matter, 2-10
Vardeman, Paul E., to Fred B. Mitchell, 1943, re: appointment as Housing Manager, 2-10
Verges, Leon, to Albert S. Britt, 1942, re: appointment with O.P.A., 2-10
Wilson, Ralph B., to H.O.L.C., 1942, re: "thank you" for gift, 2-10


