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COLLECTION SUMMARY  

 
 

 Creator:  
Jas. T. Anderson & Sons (Sycamore Landing, Tenn.) 
 

 Inclusive Dates:  
1900-1962 
 

 Scope & Content:  
Composed of account books, broadsides, business files, circulars, correspondence, 
invoices, plat maps, receipts, sales samples, and shipping materials spanning the 
period 1900-1962.  All items, with the exception of the earliest three account 
books, relate to the Jas. T. Anderson & Sons store at Sycamore Landing, 
Tennessee.  The earliest three account books most likely relate to the Jas. T. 
Anderson & Sons store at Hurricane Mills, Tennessee. 
 
The business files (Box 1, f. 1-6) were originally housed in “letter” boxes and 
filed alphabetically.  Alphabetical order has been maintained with items arranged 
chronologically within each folder.  Included are accounts, broadsides, circulars, 
correspondence, invoices, receipts, sales samples, and shipping materials.  
Previous letters and broadsides were often reused with new correspondence being 
written on the backs of the old.  The most prominent recycling of an item is a 
letter, dated May 14, 1913, detailing the opening of the Jas. T. Anderson & Sons 
store at Sycamore Landing.  Items of note include materials related to the 
American Peanut Corporation (Box 1, f. 1), a letter from Planters Nut & 
Chocolate Co. (Box 2, f. 6), and correspondence related to Lummis & Company 
(Box 2, f. 7).  A letter (Box 3, f. 2), dated Dec. 6, 1919, from the St. Louis and 
Tennessee River Packet Co. in Paducah, Kentucky, inquires as to why the 



 
 

Andersons have been shipping things by the “gas boat Orion J.” rather than using 
the St. Louis and Tennessee River Packet Company’s boats.   A letter, dated 
March 25, 1919, from Geo. T. and Jno. W. Anderson to the American Peanut 
Corporation in Norfolk, Virginia, is especially interesting: 

It certainly does look like you are testing our patience to the very limit, in 
withholding settlement for our Invoice of Jan. 27th., covering I [one] Car 
Load of peanuts. It has now been over a month since we heard anything 
from, and at that time you said you had received the goods and would 
examine them in a day or two.  Surely you have had time to see every 
peanut in the lot by this time.  It has been our impression that your 
capacity was several cars of peanuts daily.  Now do you really think you 
are doing us right?    

 
The correspondence (Box 4, f. 7) is centered around assorted letters written by or 
addressed to John W. Anderson.  Several items were sent during Anderson’s time 
as a state senator and are on official senate letterhead.  Most of the materials relate 
to land lots and/or notes connected to them.             

 
The plat maps (Box 4, f. 8) consist of two maps showing subdivisions of tract 
numbers 14 and 15 of the Anderson Land Improvement Company in Davidson 
County, Tennessee.  The “Tract No. 14” map is a positive and contains the 
“Owner’s Certificate” as well as details of easements on the property.  The “Tract 
No. 15” map is a blueprint with very little information additional to the 
subdivisions. 
 
The three earliest account books (Boxes 5-7), spanning the period 1900-1911, 
contain typical store ledger entries of customer accounts.  Consumer accounts are 
also listed in the 1936-1945 work (Box 8, v. 6).  These volumes are indexed in the 
front.  The 1900-1904 tome (Box 6, v. 1) also contains the writings and drawings 
of Mary Ethel Anderson.  Noteworthy items include a play, “The Ruby Ring,” 
written by Mary (play between pages 518 and 537); a poem (pages 367-370) in 
which Mary pleads that harm be kept from animals; several drawings of house 
plans for her ideal home; and a comic strip, titled “Rufus & Rastus” (page 467).  
Rastus was a popular derogatory term for a black male in the late 19th and early 
20th centuries.  It came into fame in 1880 when Joel Chandler Harris named one 
of the characters in his first “Uncle Remus” book “Brer Rastus.”  The “Rufus & 
Rastus” comic details a beauty pageant that an African American girl, named 
“Saidy Hicks,” enters.  She is chased off the stage before being awarded the honor 
of “ugliest girl.”  While the contents of the comic are shockingly offensive by 
today’s standards, they embody the popular culture of the time in which they were 
created.   
 
The account book (Box 8, v. 1), dated 1923-1927, regards the sale of lumber, 
listing white oak, red oak, hard wood, soft wood, and chestnut.  The volume (Box 
8, f. 2), dated 1923-1932, also includes materials related to timber and the 
Anderson firm’s peanut business.  The 1926 tome (Box 8, v. 3) is appropriately 
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titled “Peanut Book.”  The 1928-1931 book (Box 8, v. 4) describes accounts for 
wagonloads of materials, predominantly hay and corn.   
 
The 1931-1934 (Box 8, v. 5) and 1937 (Box 9, v. 1) volumes are standard 
business cash books.  It should be noted that a broadside from Hill Bros. Fur 
Company in St. Louis is contained inside the front cover of the 1931-1934 
volume.  The broadside advertises that Hill Bros. wants to buy furs and lists prices 
paid for raccoon and mink.  A page of labels for D. W. Sikes’ “Pure Benton 
County Sorghum” is included in the front cover as well.    
 
The 1937-1939 composition (Box 9, v. 2) is a scale book detailing wagon 
weights.  The 1938-1939 (Box 9, v. 3), 1939 (Box 9, v. 4), and 1941 (Box 9, v. 6) 
volumes express information on cow weights and corn crops.  The tome (Box 9, 
v. 5), dated 1939-1940, contains a store inventory for “The Sycamore Store.”  The 
book (Box 9, v. 7), dated 1942-1944, lists merchandise, produce, daily sales, 
expenses, and general statements of business.  The 1942-1946, 1957 ledger (Box 
9, v. 8) relates to land lots and deed notes.  It should be noted that the volume is 
dated 1942-1946 but includes tax receipts from 1957 inside the back cover.      
 
The 1923 (Box 10, v. 1) and 1923-1924 (Box 10, v. 2) volumes were brought to 
the Tennessee State Library and Archives for microfilming at a later date than the 
initial collection and have been microfilmed at the end of the other materials.  The 
1923 tome is a standard business cash book while the 1923-1924 work contains 
typical store ledger entries of customer accounts with customer names indexed in 
the front.   
   

 Physical Description/Extent:  
3.5 linear feet 
 

 Accession/Record Group Number:  
Mf. 2042 

 

 Language:  
English 

             
Permanent Location:  
Mf. 2042 (available only on microfilm) 
  

 Repository:  
Tennessee State Library and Archives, 403 Seventh Avenue North, Nashville, Tennessee, 
37243-0312
 

Administrative/Biographical History  
James Thomas Anderson was born May 29, 1858, in Hickman County, 
Tennessee.  He was the son of Thomas Mitchell Anderson (1811-1888) and 
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Minerva Ann Tennessee (Hall) Anderson (1815-1878).  James T. married Mary 
Ann Tidwell (October 18, 1860-February 12, 1941) on January 12, 1876, in 
Hickman County, Tennessee.  The couple had twelve children: Earnest R. 
Anderson (1877-1912), John Wright Anderson (1878-1972), Ethel Malinda 
(Anderson) Jones (1879-1907), George Thomas Anderson (1882-1924), Martha 
Anderson (1880-1880), Katherine Jean (Anderson) Horton (1883-1918), Mary 
Myrtle (Anderson) Marlowe (1886-1967), David Henslee Anderson (1888-1979), 
James Bond Anderson (1891-1965), Edward E. Anderson (1894-1910), Lois 
Lillian (Anderson) Burt (1896-1977), and James Murray Anderson (1906-1973).   
 
The Anderson family moved to Humphreys County in 1884.  In 1895, they settled 
in Hurricane Mills, Tennessee, after purchasing the large plantation-style house 
built by George W. Hillman.  (Country music star Loretta Lynn currently owns 
the house.) 
 
Mr. Anderson also operated a mill to process grain into corn meal and flour.  He 
opened a general merchandise firm, Jas. T. Anderson & Sons, with two of his 
children: Earnest R. and John Wright.  It is said that the Andersons carried all 
manner of merchandise in their store including groceries, dry goods, hardware, 
farm implements, undertaker goods, and coffins.  The post office was located in 
the store.  James Anderson also was involved in a general merchandising business 
at Bakerville, Tennessee, with R. P. Work.  The business was known as Anderson 
& Work General Merchandising.   
 
James Thomas Anderson died on June 18, 1924, in Hurricane Mills, Tennessee 
and is buried in the Anderson Cemetery.  Anderson was a well-respected member 
of his community.  On the day he died, the Nashville Banner ran an article titled, 
“‛Cross-Tie King’ of Tennessee, Whose Wealth Followed Poverty, Dies.”  The 
article mentions that he was a member of the Christian church and sent well-
known evangelist W. G. Hardeman to the Holy Land.  It also details his generous 
contributions to the “Christian school at Henderson, Tenn.” (Freed-Hardeman 
University).   
 
 John Wright Anderson was born April 18, 1878, in Hickman County, Tennessee.  
He was the son of James T. (1858-1924) and Mary Ann Tidwell (1860-1941) 
Anderson.  John W. married Beula McMurry (1885-1918) on November 26, 
1917.  They had an infant son who died at birth on December 8, 1918.  Several 
days later, on December 20, Beula herself died.  John and Beula were both 
members of the Sycamore Landing Church of Christ.   
 
John married Clara Weems Anderson (1903-1978) on December 15, 1925.  The 
couple had five children: Ray Avalon Anderson (1927-1949), Mary Ethel 
(Anderson) Gattis (1929-2008), John W. Anderson Jr. (1931-1943), Martha Joy 
Anderson (b. 1933), and Joe Weems Anderson (b. 1935).  John was involved in 
the Jas. T. Anderson and Sons store at Hurricane Mills, Tennessee, with his father 
and older brother Earnest R.  On May 14, 1913, a James T. Anderson and Sons 

4 
 



 
 

store was opened at Sycamore Landing, Tennessee.  John W. moved to Sycamore 
Landing around 1916.  Correspondence in the collection (Box 1, f. 1) suggests 
that, in January 1917, John W. began operating the business at Sycamore Landing 
with his brother, George T., and the partnership became known as Geo. T. & Jno. 
W. Anderson General Merchandise and Farming.  After George’s death in 1924, 
John continued to run the store at Sycamore Landing until 1968 when he retired.  
After his retirement, the store was closed.   
 
John W. Anderson Jr. established the Post Office at Sycamore Landing and served 
as its postmaster for sixteen years.  He also is said to have established the “only 
motor-boat mail service in Tennessee.”  Like his father before him, John was an 
upstanding member of his community.  He served on the Humphreys County 
Board of Education for four years.  John helped organize the Humphreys County 
Farm Bureau and became its first president.  He served as elder in the Bakerville 
Church of Christ and was President of the Board of Trustees at Freed-Hardeman 
University (then Freed-Hardeman College) in Henderson, Tennessee.  John 
served in both the Tennessee House of Representatives (1935-1939 and 1945-
1947) and Senate (1943-1945).  He died October 21, 1972, and is buried in the 
Anderson Cemetery at Hurricane Mills.   
 
 

Source: Information in the biographical note was gleaned from materials in the     
collection as well as the following resources: 

 
Tennessee State Marriages, 1780-2002. Nashville, TN, USA: Tennessee 
State Library and Archives. Microfilm. 
 
Tennessee Death Records, 1908-1959. Nashville, TN, USA: Tennessee 
State Library and Archives.  Microfilm. 
 
Moore, Mrs. John Trotwood.  Humphreys County, Tennessee, Minutes 
Sycamore Landing Church of Christ, 1917-1937.  Tennessee: Work’s 
Progress Administration, 1938.  Print. 
 
“Cross-Tie King of Tennessee, Whose Wealth Followed Poverty, Dies.” 
Nashville Banner [Nashville, TN] 18 June 1924. Print. 
 
Humphreys County Heritage.  Waverly, TN: Humphreys County 
Historical Society, 1979.  Print. 
 
Garrett, Jill Knight.  A History of Humphreys County, Tennessee.  n.p., 
1963.  Print. 
 
Cornwell, Ilene J.  Biographical Directory of the Tennessee General 
Assembly.  Nashville, TN: Tennessee Historical Commission, 1989.  Print. 
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Organization/Arrangement of Materials  
 

Arrangement is alphabetical by type of record with the exception of the account 
books which have been placed at the end of the collection. 

Conditions of Access and Use  
 

 Restrictions on Access:  
None 

 

 Restrictions on Use and Reproduction:  
While the Tennessee State Library and Archives houses an item, it does not 
necessarily hold the copyright on the item, nor may it be able to determine if the 
item is still protected under current copyright law.  Users are solely responsible 
for determining the existence of such instances and for obtaining any other 
permissions and paying associated fees that may be necessary for the intended 
use. 

 
Index Terms  
 

 Corporate Names/Organizations/Government Bodies:  
American Peanut Corporation (Norfolk, Va.) -- History -- Sources 
Anderson & Work General Merchandising (Bakerville, Tenn.) -- History  

-- Sources 
Geo. T. & Jno. W. Anderson General Merchandise and Farming  

(Sycamore Landing, Tenn.) -- History -- Sources  
Hill Bros. Fur Company (St. Louis, Mo.) -- History -- Sources 
Jas. T. Anderson & Sons (Hurricane Mills, Tenn.) -- History -- Sources 
Jas. T. Anderson & Sons (Sycamore Landing, Tenn.) -- History -- Sources 
Lummis & Company (Philadelphia, Pa.) -- History -- Sources 
Planters Nut and Chocolate Company (Suffolk, Va.) -- History -- Sources 
St. Louis and Tennessee River Packet Company (Paducah, Ky.) -- History  

-- Sources 
 

 Subjects:  
Peanuts -- History -- Tennessee -- Sources 
Sorghum -- History -- Tennessee -- Sources 
 

 Document Types:  
Broadsides (notices) 
Business records 
Commercial correspondence 
Account books 
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Acquisition and Appraisal  
 

 Provenance and Acquisition:  
Records loaned to the Tennessee State Library and Archives by Reed 
Dreaden of Waverly, Tennessee.  They were microfilmed and returned. 

 
Processing and Administrative Information  
 

 Preferred Citation:  
Jas. T. Anderson & Sons (Sycamore Landing, Tenn.) Records, 1900-1962, 
Tennessee State Library and Archives 

 

 Processing Information:  
Completed by Lori D. Lockhart in October 2013.  Volumes in box 10 
were completed in June 2014.   
 

Existence and Location of Originals:  
Held privately. 
 

Electronic Location and Access:  
http://www.tennessee.gov/tsla/history/manuscripts/findingaids/mf2042.pdf 
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DETAILED COLLECTION DESCRIPTION  
 

 
 
 

CONTAINER LIST  
 

Contents/Item Title Date Box Folder 
Business files -- A 1913, 1917-

1922 
1 1 

Business files -- B 1913, 1917-
1918 

1 2 

Business files -- B 1919 1 3 
Business files -- B 1920 1 4 
Business files -- B 1921-1922 1 5 
Business files -- C 1913, 1917-

1919 
1 6 

Business files -- C 1920-1922 1 7 
Business files -- D 1917-1922 1 8 
Business files -- E-F 1913, 1917-

1922 
2 1 

Business files -- G 1913, 1917-
1922 

2 2 
 

Business files -- H-J 1913, 1917-
1919 

2 3 

Business files -- H-J 1920-1922 2 4 
Business files -- K-L 1913, 1917-

1918 
2 5 

Business files -- K-L 1919 2 6 
Business files -- K-L 1920 2 7 
Business files -- K-L 1921-1922 3 1 
Business files -- M 1913-1914, 

1917-1919 
3 2 

Business files -- M 1920 3 3 
Business files -- M 1921-1922 3 4 
Business files -- N-O 1913, 1917-

1919 
3 5 

Business files -- N-O 1920 3 6 
Business files -- N-O 1921-1922 3 7 
Business files -- P-Q 1913, 1917-

1919 
3 8 

Business files -- P-Q 1920-1922 3 9 
Business files -- R 1913, 1917, 

1919-1922 
4 1 

Business files -- S 1913, 1917- 4 2 
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1919 
Business files -- S 1920 4 3 
Business files -- S 1921-1922 4 4 
Business files -- T-V 1913, 1917-

1920, 1922 
4 5 

Business files -- W-Z 1913, 1917-
1922 

4 6 

Correspondence 1946, 1950-
1958, 1962 

4 7 

Plat maps 1945-1948 4 8 
Contents/Item Title Date Box Volume 

Account book 1900-1902 5 1 
Account book 1900-1904 6 1 
Account book 1910-1911 7 1 
Account book 1923-1927 8 1 
Account book 1923-1932 8 2 
Account book 1926-1930 8 3 
Account book 1928-1931 8 4 
Account book 1931-1934 8 5 
Account book 1936-1945 8 6 
Account book 1937 9 1 
Account book 1937-1939 9 2 
Account book 1938-1939 9 3 
Account book 1939 9 4 
Account book 1939-1940 9 5 
Account book 1941 9 6 
Account book 1942-1944 9 7 
Account book 1942-1946, 

1957 
9 8 

Account book 1923 10 1 
Account book 1923-1924 10 2 
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