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COLLECTION SUMMARY  
 

 Creator:  
Palmer, Joseph B. (Joseph Benjamin), 1825-1890 

 

 Inclusive Dates:  
1861-1862 

 

 Scope & Content:  
The General Joseph B. Palmer Autograph Album, 1861-1862, was compiled by 
Palmer during his five months of captivity after his surrender at Fort Donelson in 
Dover, Tennessee, on February 15, 1862. The loss at Fort Donelson was a major 
defeat for the Confederate army. Palmer and his captured men were sent to Fort 
Warren prison in Boston in March 1862.  
 
In most cases, the individuals who signed the book, 91 in all, wrote only their 
names, ranks, and addresses, but in some cases, they penned a few personal 
thoughts.   
 
In addition to the album itself, the donor has also provided an index of names, a 
transcription of the album, and a lecture about the history associated with the 
autograph album. 
 

 Physical Description/Extent:  
1 microfilm reel 
 

 Accession/Record Group Number:  
Microfilm accession number 1977 

 

 Language:  
English 



 
 

 

 Permanent Location:  
Microfilm accession number 1977  

 

 Repository:  
Tennessee State Library and Archives, 403 Seventh Avenue North, Nashville, Tennessee, 
37243-0312
 

 
Administrative/Biographical History  
 

Joseph B. Palmer (1825-1890) was born in Murfreesboro, Tennessee, where he 
was raised by his grandparents. He attended Union University, also located in 
Murfreesboro. He passed the state bar exam in 1848 and began a career as an 
attorney. In 1849 he served in the General Assembly and in 1855 he was elected 
mayor of Murfreesboro. When he left Rutherford County to join the Civil War, 
his wife was deceased, but he had a six-year-old son. Palmer began his military 
service as a Colonel of the 18th Tennessee Infantry but later became a Brigadier 
General. He fought mostly in the Western Theatre, taking part in the Franklin-
Nashville Campaign as well as the 1865 Carolinas Campaign. He was wounded a 
number of times during the war and lost the use of one of his arms. Palmer died in 
1890 and was buried in the Evergreen Cemetery in Murfreesboro.  

 
 
Organization/Arrangement of Materials  
 

An index and a transcription of the autograph album are located in folders one and 
two, respectively. The original (bound) autograph album is in folder three. Folder 
four includes a lecture about the album. 

 
 
Conditions of Access and Use  
 

 Restrictions on Access:  
None 

 

 Restrictions on Use and Reproduction:  
None 

 
 
Index Terms  
 

 Personal Names:  
Palmer, Joseph B. (Joseph Benjamin), 1825-1890 



 
 

 

 Corporate Names/Organizations/Government Bodies:  
  Confederate States of America. Army. Tennessee Infantry Regiment, 18th 
 

 Subjects:  
United States -- History -- Civil War, 1861-1865 
Fort Donelson, Battle of, Tenn., 1862 

 

 Geographic Names:  
Stewart County (Tenn.) 

 

 Document Types:  
Autograph albums 

 
Acquisition and Appraisal  
 

 Provenance and Acquisition:  
The papers were loaned for microfilming by George and Ophelia Paine on 
February 23, 2011, during the Looking Back: The Civil War in Tennessee 
digitization project in Nashville, Tennessee.  

 
Processing and Administrative Information  
 

 Preferred Citation:  
General Joseph B. Palmer Autograph Album, 1861-1862 

 

 Processing Information:  
Processing completed by Gwynn Thayer on April 26, 2011 

 
Existence and Location of Originals:     
 Owned by donor    
 
Related Archival Materials:  
 
 None 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
DETAILED COLLECTION DESCRIPTION  

 
 

CONTAINER LIST  
 

Contents/Item Title Date Box Folder 
Names index to autograph album - 1 1 
Autograph album transcription - 1 2 
Autograph album 1861-1862 1 3 
Lecture on the album by George Paine  March 28, 

2011 
1 4 

 

  

   
   
   
 


