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COLLECTION SUMMARY  
 

 Creator:  
Seat, Vance Leland 
 

 Inclusive Dates:  
1917-1919 
 

 Scope & Content:  
The Vance Leland Seat World War I Service Diary consists of numerous entries 
made by Seat during his time in the Navy from 1917-1919.  Seat used an official 
US Army and Navy Diary to record his service and the volume also contains 
several reference features including an English-French dictionary; a guide 
showing Army and Navy rank insignia; orders for sentinels while on watch; 
exchange rates for French and British currency; a standard-metric measurement 
conversion table; and semaphore and Morse code dictionaries.  Seat used the 
provided area in the diary to list almost forty family and friends, including many 
individuals he met during his service overseas. 
 
In his diary Seat records numerous events directly impacting him, and others 
concerning the broader status of the war.  He begins his diary with the time he 
spent in the United States after enrolling in the Navy in April 1917.  While 
stationed in Boston, Massachusetts, he listened to several speeches from various 
US Navy dignitaries, including Rear-Admiral Spencer Wood and Naval Secretary 
Josephus Daniels.  Seat left for England in June 1918 on board the USS 
Plattsburg.  He was stationed in London where he spent much of his time standing 
watch or handling official military communications.  Despite not being on the 
front lines of the war, he frequently comments on the prosecution of the war on 
the continent.  He recounts on July 18, 1918 a “big allied offensive starts,” which 
refers to the Allied counterattack following Germany’s failed Ludendorff 
Offensive.  Other military actions he mentions are a German air raid in August of 
1918 that was “driven back by British air men,” the disastrous attempts by the 



 
 

Royal Navy to take Zeebrugge in Belgium, and the eventual surrenders of Austria 
and Turkey. 
 
Seat handled many communications during his deployment in England, including 
several concerning the peace talks that took place between Allied and Central 
Powers in 1918.  He comments on the elation that swept the Americans and 
British once news of the November 11, 1918 armistice was announced, however 
Seat expresses a common concern in the Navy that the German Imperial Fleet 
would still attempt an engagement.  This fear did not subside until the German 
Fleet officially surrendered and Seat discusses his relief on this matter on 
November 18, 1918.  Seat makes special mention of a “long” communication he 
transmitted on January 7, 1919, from President Woodrow Wilson (then in Paris 
negotiating the Versailles Treaty) to Edith Kermit Carow Roosevelt offering 
condolences for the death of her husband, former President Theodore Roosevelt.   
 
While in England, Seat spent his time off-duty sightseeing in England, Scotland, 
and Ireland.  He attended several services at Westminster Abbey; heard speeches 
by Admiral William Sims and then Assistant Secretary of the Navy Franklin D. 
Roosevelt; attended a lecture by Aleksandr Kerensky at King’s College; and saw 
President Wilson at the American Embassy.  He saw a number of shows, 
including “Eyes of Youth” and “Babes in the Woods,” and mentions several 
souvenirs he purchased while stationed in England and while awaiting the 
transport ship home in France, including a number of books, postcards, a German 
Iron Cross, a German pistol, and a parrot.  Seat also notes the widespread strikes 
taking place in Europe in January of 1919, which eventually shut down rail travel 
in and around London.  He also comments about boarding at YMCA facilities 
while in the Navy, both in the United States and in England. 
 
Despite rumors he would be deployed to Germany or Russia, Seat began the 
voyage home on February 18, 1919, on board the USS Plattsburg, the same 
transport vessel that ferried him to Europe.  While at sea he was appointed 
corporal of the guard.  He arrived at New York on March 8, 1919, and was 
discharged from the Navy on March 17, 1919 after 23 months in the service.  
After mustering out he ended his entries in his service diary. 
 

 Physical Description/Extent:  
1 microfilm reel, 16 mm 
 

 Accession/Record Group Number:  
Microfilm Ac. No. 1974 
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Tennessee State Library and Archives, 403 Seventh Avenue North, Nashville, Tennessee, 
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Administrative/Biographical History  
 

Vance Leland Seat was born in 1896.  A resident of Humboldt, Tennessee, Seat 
enrolled in the Navy in Boston, Massachusetts on April 17, 1917 as an Electrician 
1st Class, serving at the 1st Naval District in Boston.  Seat boarded the USS 
Plattsburg, a Spanish-American War vessel re-fitted as a troop transport, on June 
20, 1918 bound for service in England, arriving at Liverpool on July 2, 1918.  He 
served in England as a radio and communications operator from his arrival in July 
1918 until he was sent to France on February 12, 1919 to await a ship to transport 
him home.  On February 18, 1919 he boarded the USS Plattsburg once again to 
sail back to the United States.  He arrived in New York March 8, 1919, and was 
discharged from the Navy at Pelham Bay Park, New York, March 17, 1919, 
having achieved the rank of Chief Electrician. 

 
 
Organization/Arrangement of Materials  
 

Single-volume diary with entries in chronological order. 
 
 
Conditions of Access and Use  
 

 Restrictions on Access:  
None 

 

 Restrictions on Use and Reproduction:  
None 

 
 
Index Terms  
 

 Personal Names:  
Daniels, Josephus, 1862-1948 
Kerensky, Aleksandr Fyodorovich, 1881-1970 
Roosevelt, Edith Kermit Carow, 1861-1948 
Roosevelt, Franklin D. (Franklin Delano), 1882-1945 
Roosevelt, Theodore, 1858-1919 



 
 

Sims, William Snowden, 1858-1936 
Wilson, Woodrow, 1856-1924 
Wood, Spencer Shepherd, 1861-1940 

 

 Corporate Names/Organizations/Government Bodies:  
United States -- Navy 
Westminster Abbey 
YMCA 

 

 Subjects:  
World War, 1914-1918 

 

 Geographic Names:  
Boston (Mass.) 
Dublin (Ireland) 
Gibson County (Tenn.) 
Glasgow (Scotland) 
Liverpool (England) 
London (England) 
New York (N.Y.) 
Philadelphia (Pa.) 

 

 Document Types:  
Diaries 

 
 
Acquisition and Appraisal  
 

 Provenance and Acquisition:  
The diary was loaned to the Tennessee State Library and Archives by 
Rebecca S. James of Brentwood, Tennessee on June 16, 2010.  The diary 
was microfilmed by TSLA and returned to the donor.   

 
Processing and Administrative Information  
 

 Preferred Citation:  
Seat, Vance Leland World War I Service Diary, Tennessee State Library 
and Archives. 

 

 Processing Information:  
Diary was reviewed and prepared for microfilming by James Castro 
January 19, 2011. 

 
 



 
 

Related Archival Materials:  
Vance Leland Seat has an entry in Record Group 36, World War I Service 
Records, volume II, page 229. 


