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INTRODUCTION

The papers of Michael B. D. Lane, lawyer, judge, and member of the Virginia General
Assembly from Lee County, were given to the Tennessee State Library and Archives by
Mrs. Helen Ramsey, Registrar, Lincoln Memorial University, Harrogate, Tennessee.

The materials in this finding aid measure .42 linear feet. There are no restrictions on
the materials. Single photocopies of unpublished writings in the Michael B.D. Lane
Papers may be made for purposes of scholarly research.

SCOPE AND CONTENT

The papers of Michael B. D. Lane, lawyer, judge and member of the Virginia
legislature from Jonesville, Lee County, Virginia, contain approximately 300 items and
are composed of clippings, correspondence, surveys, land grants, legal records, receipts,
promissory notes, and memoranda. The oldest item is the will of Jeremiah Orear,
Madison County, Kentucky, dated 1799. Several old Virginia newspapers in this
collection were given to the State Library in Virginia. The correspondence contains
items of interest concerning Virginia politics and M.B.D. Lane’s law practice. The
correspondents, several of whom were members of the Virginia Legislature and
Congress, include E.S. Bishop, W.H. Burroughs, Walter Harriman, John W. Johnston,
John A. Kelly, Sam Logan, Fayette McMullen, B.M. Page, J.B. Richmond, Henry C.
Slemp, and William Terry.

CONTAINER LIST

B
1 Clippings

2 Certificates, licenses, etc.

3. Confederate money, lotteries, bank statements, etc.
4. Correspondence — Bishop - Edwards

5 Correspondence — Flemary - Longley

6 Correspondence — Marshall - Rouse

7 Correspondence — Shortt - Vance

8. Land surveys and grants, etc.

9. Legal records — Briefs, depositions, etc.

10.  Memorabilia

11.  Memorabilia — Walnut Hill Steed Farm

12.  Pension office papers, 1838-1855

13.  Receipts, notes, etc.

14.  Will — Jeremiah Orear, 1799



NAME INDEX

This is a name index only of the correspondence in the Michael B.D. Lane Papers,
together with the dates of the letters and information regarding their contents. The
figures in parentheses denote the number of letters, if more than one. The last numbers
refer to the folder in which the material is to be found. For sake of brevity, Lane’s name
has been abbreviated as MBDL.

Bishop, E.S., 1873, to MBDL, re: Virginia politics, 4

Boykin, S.H., 1876, to MBDL, re: sending copy of grant as requested, 4

Burroughs, W.H. (2), 1872-1873, to MBDL, re: legal matter concerning state banks of
Virginia; death of Amelia; election of county judge, 4

C , Sarah, 1845, to brother, M. Lane, re: family news, 4

Cooper, William, see, Norman, F.G.

Cunningham, S.A., 1894, to Postmaster, Cumberland Gap, Tennessee, re: requesting
information regarding recovery of Confederate arms, etc., 4

Daniel, Travis, 1863, to Harry Daniel, re: payment of note, 4

Dunn, J.B., 1872, to MBDL, re: national and Virginia politics, 4

Edwards, J.L., 1850 to Fayette McMullen, re: payment of pension to widows Mary Burke
and Sarah Bowen, 4

Flemary, E., and S.S. Slemp, 1853, to MBDL, re: democratic meeting to be held at
Lynchburg, Virginia, to nominate a candidate for commissioner of the board of public
works, 5

Gibson, J.K. [James King], 1870, to MBDL, re: petition presented by Senator Johnston
and feel sure your name will pass, 5

Harriman, Walter, 1870, to MBDL, re: obtaining pardon for Lane, 5

Harris, T.F., 1875, to MBDL, re: enclosing receipt of Mr. Schultz; election of Andrew
Johnson to senate, 5

Johnston, John WJairfield], 1870, to MBDL, re: petition has been presented on behalf
of Lane, 5

Jones, H., 1866, to M. Lane, re: payment of account; obtaining land due his wife from her
father’s estate, 5

Kelly, John A. (2), 1870-1871, to MBDL, re: legal matters; suggestions as to choosing
counsel in a case; recommending Judge Fulton who will hold court in Lee and Wise
Counties, Virginia, 5

Lane, M.B.D., 1849, to Matilda A. Miles, re: cholera in Richmond, Virginia, and
legislature may move west of the mountains, 5

Logan, Samuel (3), 1846-1850, to MBDL, re: business dealings and collecting debts;
legal matter and court case, 5

Longley, E., Jr., 1877, to MBDL, re: accepting position to which he has been elected [at
Emory and Henry College?], 5

Low, Andrew, 1841, to “Friend” Brown, re: requesting payment on note, 5



McMullen F[ayette], 1873, to MBDL, re: election of county judges, 6

Marshall, F.J., 1848, to H.C. Tyler, re: taking deposition, 6

Norman, F.G., and William Cooper, 1856, to Henry Daniel, re: law case regarding slaves
owned by William Edwards and sold to James Ballard, 6

Nourse, William, 1869, to MBDL, re: collecting debt owed, 6

Page, R.M. (3), 1870-1874, to MBDL, re: legal matters, 6

Pridemore, A. L. ( Auburn Lorenzo) (2), 1872-1878, re: exchange bank; actions of
legislature meeting in Richmond; claim forms no longer available in Washington
because date past due for filing, 6

Reaser, James H., see, Slemp, C.

Richmond, J.B. (James Buchanan) (6), 1873-1877, to MBDL, re: legal matters; business
in Virginia state legislature; business of court in Lee County; trial of W.J. Hensly for
killing Mr. Good, a collector from Scott County, Virginia, 6

Rouse, L.C., 1837, to Henry Cowles, re: enrolling daughter Emily at Oberlin, 6

Shortt, B.B., 1871, to Mrs. Lane, re: charge for Howe Maching (sewing machine?), 7

Slemp, C., and James H. Reaser, 1877, to MBDL, re: legal matter, 7

Slemp, Henry C. (3), 1875-1878, to MBDL, re: politics and government in Virginia;
paying and collecting on notes, 7

Slemp, S.S., 1851, to MBDL, re: news from Richmond, Virginia; marriage of Lane;
politics and government, 7

Slemp, S.S., see, Flemary, E.

Smith, Jacob, 1813, to brother Peter Smith, re: family news; Negroes purchased and
desires instruction concerning them, 7

Taylor, M.A., 1872, to MBDL, re: requesting opinion in case, 7

Terry, William (2), 1875-1877, to MBDL, re: William M. Gordon is on way to Wise
County to survey Powell River as directed by legislature; running and urging Lane to
visit Richmond to lend support, 7

Timberlake, R.H., 1861, to Jefferson Pursival, re: holding note of Buckner Ashby, 7

Turner, Crawford, 1851, to MBDL, re: requesting assistance in collecting debts owned to
merchants Payne and Watkins, 7

Tyler, H. (Henry), 1865, to unnamed uncle, re: requesting uncle to go to Mr. Lane’s and
pick up partnership agreement between Lea Jessee and himself; stated that he had
been shot by a drunken soldier, 7

Vance and Wood (C.R. Vance and J.H. Wood) , 1876, to Lane and Richmond (MBDL
and James B. Richmond), re: requesting judgment be made on claim, 7

Wood, J.H., see Vance and Wood



