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INTRODUCTION

The Holt Family Papers, 1800-1916, consisting largely of originals and copies of court
records and legal documents, are centered around Thomas Holt (1802-1878),
businessman, planter and justice of the peace, of Williamson County, Tennessee. The
Holt Family Papers are a gift of John P. Holt, Brentwood, Tennessee, and Dr. Albert
Cooper, Shelbyville, Tennessee.

The materials in this finding aid measure 2.1 cubic feet. There are no restrictions on
the materials. Single photocopies of unpublished writings in the Holt Family Papers may
be made for purposes of scholarly research.

SCOPE AND CONTENT

The Holt Family Papers, containing approximately 1,500 items, span the period 1800-
1916. The collection includes accounts, cemetery records, certificates, correspondence,
court records, estate papers, legal documents, and a slave bill of sale and several
miscellaneous items. Many of these items are copies.

Included in the correspondence is a Civil War letter written by a soldier attached to
Bates Division, Cheatham Corps, Army of Tennessee, regarding the military campaign in
Middle Tennessee.

The court records and legal documents were collected by Thomas Holt when he
served as justice of peace of Williamson County, Tennessee. The legal documents consist
largely of original and copies of indentures.

The slave bill of sale is of William Coleman and Tabitha Coleman in 1844.



CONTAINER LIST

Microfilm Roll #1

Box 1

1. Accounts — Bills, notes and receipts — n.d.

2 Accounts — Bills, notes and receipts — 1830-1849
3. Accounts — Bills, notes and receipts — 1850-1859
4, Accounts — Bills, notes and receipts — 1860-1869
5 Accounts — Bills, notes and receipts — 1870-1909

0x 2
1 Accounts — Bills, notes and receipts — Currin account, 1837-1860
2 Accounts — Bills, notes and receipts — Wilson account, 1846-1850
3 Cemetery records — miscellaneous
4 Certificates — Stock — Vicksburg, Shreveport & Texas RR Company, 1858 (copy)
5. Correspondence — , Lewis — Cusat
6. Correspondence — Flippen — Lampkin
7 Correspondence —Hill, Thomas S.
8 Correspondence — Holt, Levi F.
9. Correspondence — Johnson — Powell
10.  Correspondence — Rayburn, Scott and Co. — Thompson
11.  Correspondence —W.A. Johnson and Co. — Yeatman

Microfilm Roll #2

Box 3

Court records — Attachment, 1843
Court records — Court cost, 1846
Court records — Judgments, 1850-1859
Court records — Judgments, 1860-1869
Court records — Judgments, 1870
Court records — Litigation, n.d.

Court records — Miscellaneous, 1859-1860
Court records — Judgments, 1823-1839
Court records — Judgments, 1840-1841
0.  Court records — Judgments, 1842-1844

BOoo~NoOR~WNE

Box 4
1. Court records — Judgments, 1845



Microfilm Roll #3

Court records — Judgments, 1846
Court records — Judgments, 1847
Court records — Judgments, 1848
Court records — Judgments, 1849

Court records — Judgments, 1850-1859
Court records — Oaths, 1841-1846
Court records — Summons, 1841-1846
Court records — Stays, 1841-1852

Estate papers — Accounts, 1848-1874

Estate papers — Miscellaneous, 1847-1857

Estate papers — Page, John, 1857-1 900

Financial documents — Bank statements, 1894

Financial documents — Promissory notes, 1839-1898

Genealogical data — Holt family

Insurance papers — Holt, Robert, 1908

Land records — Deeds — Hampton, J. Jeremiah to John M. Syttle, 1837

Land records — Deeds of trust — Copeland, James C. and Benjamin King, 1834
Land records — Deed — Flemms, Frank from W.W. Johnson, 1891

Land records — Indentures, 1797-1879

Land records — Surveys, 1845-1855

Legal documents — Deeds — Mrs. Elmira T. Holt’s children, 1914

Legal documents — Authorization, 1831

Legal documents — Commissions, 1890

Legal documents — Indenture — Buchanan, George A. to William L. Battle, 1856
Legal documents — Indenture — Flatt, Thomas and William Holt, 1849

Legal documents — Indenture — King, Benj., Thomas Holt and Joseph Green, 1854
Legal documents — Indenture — Thompson, Jason to John McThompson, 1834
Legal documents — Indenture — White, Joshua and John H. Holt, 1850

Legal documents — Notices — Miscellaneous, 1846

Legal documents — Petitions, 1854-1864

Legal documents — Wills — Carmack, Daniel, 1854

Legal documents — Wills — Wilson, L.D., 1854

Legal documents — Wills — Wilson, Samuel D., 1896

Miscellaneous — Fragments, Loose records

Slavery — Bill of Sale — Coleman, William and Tabitha Coleman, 1844



NAME INDEX

This is a name index only of the correspondence in the Holt Family papers, together
with the dates of the letters and information regarding their contents. The figures in
parentheses denote the number of letters, if more than one. The last numbers refer to the
box and folder in which the material is to be found.

, Lewis to “Papa,” 1915, re: mining for ore, 2- 5
, William to H. Hampton, 1858, re: business matters, 2-5
Ackerman, T.H. to Thomas Holt, 1844, re: request to sign blank note for two hundred
dollars, 2-5

Bagellen, Nathaniel to , 1858, re: business matters, 2-5

Birmingham, P.T. to , 1851, re: request his patent be sent to him, 2-5

Boyden Nathaniel (2) to Holt, 1858, re: lawsuit and request for funds to pay cost,
2-5

Caldwell, W.P. (3) to Holt, 1857-1858, re: requesting presence to court in Wilkes

so suit will not be dismissed regarding property, 2-5

Clark, Henry to L.H. Holt, 1878, re: tax on land, 2-5

Crocker, J.W. to W.T. Crocker, 1870, re: family matters, 2-5

Cusat, R.A. to J. P. Moore, 1872, re: District Bank of Manchester obtained a judgment
against a Mr. T. for £ 5,300 for property valued at £ 7,200, 2-5

Flippen, W.S. (2) to S.H. Rash, 1833, re: business matters, 2-6

Hardeman, D. (2) to Thomas Holt, 1857-1858, re: note of $2,334.80 and interest; a draft
in amount of $2,000; sale of plantation for $42,000; family matters, 2-6

Harrison, Edith to Thomas Holt, 1847, re: family matters, 2-6

Holt, J.P. (2) to Thomas Holt, n.d., re: farming, 2-6

Holt, J.P. to Mrs. M.P. Schumpert, 1888, re: family matters, 2-6

Johns, Steward, Oxley & Co. to J.P. Moore, 1872, re: discussion of cost for offer of
property, 2-6

Lampkin, John W. to Thomas Holt, 1854, re: thanks for check of $75, 2-6

Hill, Thomas S. (5) to Thomas Holt, 1854, re: planting corn and barley; family matters;
legal matters; punishment of negroes for stealing; purchase of a negro woman slave,
2-7

Holt, Levy F. (5) to Thomas Holt, 1845-1854, re: cotton crop; cutting cordwood; slaves
with measles and some died; purchased 300 acres at sheriff’s sale; legal matters;
family matters; death of Levi’s wife, 2-8

Johnson, W.A. to D. Weaver, 1866, re: business matter, 2-9

Jones, S.H. to Williams, 1853, re: business matter, 2-9

Martin, N.G. to Thomas Holt, 1860, re: decision of Supreme Court against his against
him in Wilkesboro and referring to court cost, 2-9

O’Brien, Spencer to Thomas Holt, 1855, re: legal matters, 2-9

Page, John to Thomas Holt, 1860, re: personal news, 2-9




Page, John to son, 1861, re: illness of son and request to come home; family news, 2-9

Page, Webb to Herbert , 1885, re: sale of land for taxes; asks for money to make a
purchase, 2-9

Powell, J.L. to Thomas Holt, 1858, re: personal affairs, 2-9

Rayburn Scott and Co. to Thomas Holt, 1846, re: sales of Mr. Holt’s cotton and credited
to his account, 2-10

Schumpert, [Mary Paulina] (4) to Herbert Holt, 1860-1888, re: family news, 2-10

Schumpert, T.J. to Holt, 1860, re: report on plantation business, 2-10

Smith, G.B. to Toby , 1864, re: [written by a soldier attached to Bates Division,
Cheatham Corps, Army of Tennessee] family news; Army about 40,000 strong;
mentions making a campaign to Middle Tennessee; mentions General Sherman,
Woods, Beauregard and Forrest, 2-10

Spencer, Thomas to Charles W. Davis, 1875, re: business matters, 2-10

Thompson, L.G. to Thomas Holt, 1873, re: will be in town for settlement of note, 2-10

W.A. Johnson & Co. (11) to Thomas Holt, 1856-1866, re: sale of cotton, 2-10

Welborn, L.C. to Brother and Sister, 1855, re: act of legislature to improve road and
damage to property; family news, 2-11

Yeatman Co. to S.W. Page, 1872, re: letters being forwarded on management of
mortgage on property in England, 2-11



CHART I - HOLT

Source:

Holt Family Papers, 1800-1916

John Holt
1761-1841

m.

Isabella Hardeman
1789-1852

Thomas
1802-1878

m.

Rosannah Herbert
1805-1853



CHART II - HOLT

Thomas Holt

1802-1878
m. 1828 m.
(1.) Rosannah Herbert (2.) Mary Tom Oglesby
1805-1853
|
Judith Ann Isabelle William Thomas Mary Paulina Louisia Perkins John Page Lewis Herbert
1830-1853 1832~ 1834 1837-1860 1840-1901 1843-1916
m. m. m. m. m.
R. B. Carrethers Elizabeth Battle John I. Schumpert Battle Almira Page

1849-1911
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