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INTRODUCTION

The Whitley-Newman Papers (1835-1983) are centered on Edythe Rucker Whitley
(1900-1989), Tennessee historian and genealogist, and Willie Betty Newman (1863-
1935), prominently known artist and founder of the Newman School of the Art in
Nashville, Tennessee. The Whitley-Newman Papers are a gift of Mrs. Edythe Whitley,
Anaheim, California.

The materials in this collection measure 18.42 feet. There are no restrictions on the
materials. Single photocopies of unpublished writings in the Whitley-Newman may be
made for purposes of scholarly research.



SCOPE AND CONTENT

The Whitley-Newman Papers, containing approximately 1,000 items and six volumes,
cover the period 1835 t01983. The overall collection is composed of accounts,
announcement, cards, clippings, correspondence, DAR reports, genealogical data, and
charts, land records, legal documents, photographs, scrapbooks and writings.

The bulk of the collection consists of the papers of Edythe Rucker Whitley. This part
of the collection is largely made of genealogical data and charts and Daughters of the
American Revolution Bicentennial reports. Working as a genealogist for over sixty five
years, Mrs. Whitley researched over 350 Tennessee family names. (For individual
surnames, see containers 7-23). In addition, there are several genealogical charts. Mrs.
Whitley’s genealogical records were acquired by the Williamson County Public Library,
Franklin, Tennessee.

As State Chairman of the DAR American Revolution Bicentennial, Mrs. Whitley had
continuous contract with individual DAR chapters. Progress and final reports of the
chapter activities may be found in this part of the Whitley collection. Valuable
genealogical data is also contained in those DAR activities and reports.

Two unique parts of the Whitley Papers are items which pertain to the Humphrey
Estate Case and the correspondence relating to the Rucker Heirs Estate. The former
involved the famous Spindletop Dome oil field near Beaumont, Texas. In 1835, the
Mexican government granted a league of land in what later would be Jefferson County,
Texas, to William, alias Pelham, Humphries. Over a period of more than fifty years,
lawsuits were filed by various groups comprising thousands of persons in the United
States claming to be direct descendants of Humphreys. Mrs. Whitley as a professional
genealogist was frequently contacted by lawyers representing these claimants in order to
do genealogical research which, hopefully, would support their claims. As a result of her
genealogical searches, Mrs. Whitley accumulated a vast amount of materials, including
correspondence, court records (briefs, depositions, estate papers, and exhibits),
genealogical data and charts, land records and military records. Mrs. Whitley’s belief that
she knew more about the Humphrey Estate Case than any other living person appears to
be substantiated by the wide array of Humphrey materials available in this part of her
papers.

The possibility of sharing a fortune also motivated the establishment of the Rucker
Heirs Estate Corporation. Seeking a share the reported $200,000,000 estate of Peter
Rucker, English capitalist, hundreds of Ruckers across the United States subscribed to
shares in this new corporation. Mrs. Whitley, as President of the Ruckers Heirs Estate,
carried on the extensive correspondence with Rucker’s heirs. Almost three container
boxes of the Whitley-Newman Papers are devoted to these letters.

A small portion of the collection contains the papers of Willie Betty Newman,
Nashville’s acclaimed artist. Studying in Paris under the direction of some of the famous
French artists of the late nineteenth century, Mrs. Newman returned to the United States
and Nashville to pursue her vocation. Founding the Newman School of Art, Willie Betty
Newman soon established a national reputation for her landscapes and portraits. Her part
of the collection is highlighted by five scrapbooks, containing a wide range of clippings
about her life and work as Nashville’s most prominent artist.



BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES

Willie (Betty) Newman

1864 January 21, born in Murfreesboro, Tennessee, daughter of Colonel William
F.M and Sophie (Rucker) Betty

1869-1877  Attended Soule College, Murfreesboro, Tennessee

1890-1891  Student at Cincinnati Art Academy under T.S. Noble; received $3500

scholarship
1896 Moved to Nashville, Tennessee
1906 Established Newman School of Art in Nashville
1935 February 6, died in Nashville, Tennessee
Edythe Rucker Whitley
1900 November 3, born near Christiana in Rutherford County, Tennessee,

daughter of Archibald Edmundson and Clara Gibson (Johns) Rucker
1912 Moved with her parents to Nashville, Tennessee

1916- 1918 Attended Middle Tennessee State Normal at Murfreesboro,
Tennessee

1919 June 25, 1919, married Albert Boyd Whitley in Nashville. TN

1930- 1931  Attended Blackstone College of Law in Chicago, Illinois; The
International University of Washington, D.C.; and the University
of Tennessee in Nashville.

1943-1959  Executive Secretary for the Tennessee Railroad Pensioners

1983 Moved to California

1989 October 11, died in Norco, California
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11. Henry
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15. Humphrey, Shelby Co., Tex.
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Mss. Drawer No.4 - Willie Betty Newman

1. Certificates — Membership - Artists’ League of America, 1908-1909
2. Printed Materials — Journal - “La France Illustree”, July 14, 1894

Not filmed
Mss. Drawer No. 4 - Land Records - Plat
1. Jefferson Co., Texas - Jno. A. Veatch and Pelham Humphries tracts




NAME INDEX

This is a name index of the correspondence only in the Whitley-Newman Collection,
together with the dates of the letters and information regarding their contents. The
figures in parentheses denote the number of letters, if more than one. The last numbers
refer to the box and folder in which the material is to be found.

, Annie to Willie (Betty) Newman, 1921, re: description of living
arrangement in California; family news, 38-37

Anderson, Edwin B. (3) to Willie (Betty) Newman, n.d.-1924, re: wants Willie to paint a
picture of Edwin and Marie; Marie’s mother’s terminal illness; family news; birth of
son ; coming to Nashville; no longer attached; would be happy to have a portrait
exhibited in Hotel Utah, 38-7

Anderson, Jo to Willie (Betty) Newman, 1923, re: thanks for letter of sympathy on death
(suicide) of Stuart; sorry about Ben’s illness; family news, 38-7

Anderson, Jo to Bill (Willie B. Newman), 1924, re: thanks for letter of kind expressions
re talk at Lebanon; glad that Willie has settled her lawsuit satisfactorily; unable to
have portrait made now because of expenses, 38-7

Barchet, Marie to (Willie Betty Newman), n.d., re: (Written in French), 38-7

Betty, Gertrude to (Willie Betty Newman), n.d., re: jokes; family news, 38-7

Betty, Sophie B. (Rucker) (2) to Bettie C. Price, 1858 and ca 1860, re: family news;
homesick, 38-7

Betty, W.F.M. to B.R. Betty, 1898, re: planning to stay in Hot Springs, Ark., for one
more month; needs $25 more; hopeful that it will not be necessary to sell the Finch
lot; doctor optimistic about medical progress, 38-7

Bixby, W.K. to Willie (Betty) Newman, 1919, re; announcing that Mrs. Newman’s
painting “Passing the Holy Bread” now before the Bd. of Directors of Art Museum,
38-7

Bouguerau, Elizabeth Gardner to Willie (Betty) Newman, n.d., re: husband authorize her
inform Mrs. Newman that she has achieved “honorable mention,” 38-7

Borglum, Solon H. to Willie (Betty) Newman, n.d., re: looking for another studio;
cablegram re Mr. Zolney, 38-7

Bridgeman, (Fredrick) to Willie (Betty) Newman, n.d., re: wed (?) today, 38-7

Broom, Claude to Ben (Betty), 1922, re: urging Willie Betty Newman to move her
studio and paintings to Calif., 38-7

Chase, Ernest to Willie (Betty) Newman, 1930, re: pending divorce and its disruptive
effects on family, 38-8

Cogueleiy, (?) (2) to (Willie Betty Newman), n.d., re: (written in French), 38-8

Constant, Benjamin to (Willie Betty Newman), n.d. and 1895, re: (written in French), 38-
8

Drake, Matthew to Willie (Betty) Newman, 1919 and 1921, re: greetings from Dubuque,
lowa; mild winter in St. Louis; birth of baby girl; economic recession, 38-8

Drake, Neill to Willie (Betty) Newman, 1925, re: Uncle Ben’s death; seldom hears from
brothers and sisters, 38-8

Finisterre to (Willie Betty Newman), 1892, re: (written in French), 38-8




Gowdy, John K. to Willie (Betty) Newman, 1900, re: wants snapshots taken of the
portrait, 38-8

Hishee (?), Lucey to Willie (Betty) Newman, 1928, re: regrets that she did not get to see
her before leaving; invitation to come to Calif., 38-8

Harrison, Alexander (9) to Willie (Betty) Newman, re: jury work; off to the country;
portrait looks well under lights; studio work; delighted to have Mrs. Newman
come with friends or without them, 38-8

Laurens, J.P. to Willie (Betty) Newman, n.d., re: (written in French), 38-9

M , N.D. to Willie (Betty) Newman, 1899, re: Mrs. Newman bound by her
contract for the pictures with Will Payne; death of Mrs. Payne. 38-9

McCormack, Nancy Cox to Willie (Betty) Newman, 1924, re: greetings from an old
pupil, 38-9

Miller, F.D. to Willie (Betty) Newman, n.d., re: busily occupied; plans to move the (art)
academy to grounds near Rome, 38-9

Neil, Josephine (Rucker) to E.C. Price, n.d., re: recovery of his health; sorry to learn
about the death of Henry Marcy (?) 38-9

Neill, Lillian (Fowlkes) to Willie (Betty) Newman, n.d., re: complains that none of her
husband’s relatives have come to visit since they were married; urges Willie to
come to see her in Savannah in order to reduce, 38-9

Newman, Elizabeth ( ) to Willie (Betty) Newman, 1923, re: family news;
purchase of new home, 38-9

Newman, Willie (Betty) to Betty Price, 1873, re: personal news, 38-9

Noble, T.S. to , 1887, re: progress report on Mrs. Newman'’s art work at
Cincinnati Art School, 38-9

Noble, T.S. to Willie (Betty) Newman, ca. 1899, re: recalling impressions of Paris, 38-9

Oyler, Sophie (Drake) (3) to Willie (Betty) Newman, 1921, re: female trouble; debating
whether to have surgery; family news, 38-10

Polats (?), Felix to (Willie Betty Newman), n.d., re: (written in French), 38-10

Price, Bettie C. to Virginia Logan, 1866, re: describes the shock of the death of Virginia’s
father (Betty uncle); the effect of the sudden death, 38-10

Robins, Grace William to Willie (Betty) Newman, 1917, re: wants copies of story given
at the unveiling of Mrs. Holme’s portrait, 38-10

Schwab, C.M. (2) to Willie (Betty) Newman, 1898, re: payment for portrait as per
arrangement, 38-10

Simon, E. Jules to (Willie Betty Newman), n.d., (written in French), 38-10

T , Lizzie to Bettie C. Price, 1881, re: sympathy on death of sister; wants

Bettie to visit their old home; Maple Grove; interested in the current status of the
stock in the Nashville, Murfreesboro, and Shelbyville Turnpike Co., 38-10



Chart I - Newman

William F. M. Betty
ca.1829 - ca.1902

M. 1859
Sophia Burrus Rucker
1839 - 1866
| | I
Josephine Willie Eliza Benjamine
1860 - 1896 1863 - 1935 - 1867 - 1922

M.

J. Warren Newman
(See Chart II)



Chart T - Whitley

Archibald Edmundson Rucker
1872 - 1959
M. 1899
Clara Gibson Johns

1878 - 1961

Edythe Johns
1900 -
M. 1919

Albert Boyd Whitley

1899 - 1932
(See Chart II)



Chart II - Newman

Willie Betty
1863 - 1935
M.

J. Warren Newman

William Gold
1890 - 1923

| l
BarLara Annette William



Chart II - Whitley

Edythe Johns Rucker
1900 -
M. 1919

Albert Boyd Whitley
1899 - 1932

I I
Sarah Frances Mary An&erson Lillian Boyd
1921 - 1922 - 1925 -
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