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INTRODUCTION 
      
     The papers of Carey Edward Waldrip (1938 -     ), engineering associate, amateur 
historian, and member of the Coffee County Historical Society, span the years 1813, 
1935 – 1973.  They deal with the development of the Old Stone Fort as a state park and 
the passage of state legislation preserving Tennessee’s archaeological heritage. These 
papers were given to the State of Tennessee by Mr. Carey E. Waldrip of Manchester, 
Tennessee. 
     The materials in this collection measure .42 linear feet of shelf space. Literary rights 
to the papers in this collection have been dedicated to the public. Single photocopies of 
unpublished writings may be made for the purposes of scholarly research. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SCOPE AND CONTENT 
     
     The Carey Edward Waldrip Papers, containing approximately 100 items, span the 
years 1813 and 1935 – 1973. The collection is composed primarily of correspondence, 
and also included are newspaper clippings, a portion of a diary, a photograph, and 
miscellaneous items. This collection reflects the concern of many Tennessee citizens for 
the preservation and development of Tennessee’s prehistoric heritage through citizen 
involvement and meaningful state legislation. 
     A large segment of the correspondence, 1960 – 1966, deals with the successful efforts 
of Waldrip and others to preserve the Old Stone Fort, located near Manchester in Coffee 
County, and to develop the fort and surrounding area as a state park. Subjects covered 
include speculations as to when, why, and by whom the fort was built; lists of source 
materials on prehistoric forts; results of tests made on iron samples found in the fort area; 
efforts to persuade the State to purchase the fort and surrounding area; Old Stone Fort 
Day; and efforts to keep successive Governors Frank G. Clement and Buford Ellington 
favorably informed of these activities. There is also correspondence between Waldrip and 
several Chambers of Commerce in Ohio concerning information on prehistoric Indian 
earthworks in that state. 
     Old Stone Fort, which is located on a natural plateau near converging forks of the 
Duck River, is one of the best examples of a prehistoric earth and rock enclosure site in 
the southeastern United States. At one time it was theorized by some that the site had 
been built by early European explorers such as the Norse or Welsh; however, 
archaeological investigations and Carbon-14 tests have shown the fort walls to have been 
built between A.D. 30 – 430, by Indians related to the Hopewell culture of the Ohio 
Valley. In 1972, the fort was placed on the National Register of Historic Places by the 
National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior. 
     Most of the remaining correspondence, 1969 – 1970, as well as the newspaper 
clippings and photograph deal with the efforts of Waldrip, the Tennessee Archaeological 
Society, and other concerned citizens to secure passage of legislation by the Tennessee 
General Assembly, insuring recognition and protection of Tennessee’s archaeological 
sites. This was accomplished in 1970 with enactment of a law creating a division of 
archaeology, a state archaeologist, and a state archaeology advisory council within the 
Tennessee Department of Conservation. 
     Correspondents include William L. Barry, Lloyd Chapman, Frank G. Clement, Walter 
L. Criley, Buford Ellington, Alred K. Guthe, Edward F. Jones, Clyde Keeler, Stephen S. 
Lawrence, David W. Shields, III, and Thomas A. Wiseman, Jr. 
     Also included in the Waldrip papers is a typed transcript of a portion of the 1813 diary 
of Isaac Conger, a Methodist circuit rider in Bedford, Coffee, Franklin, Grundy, Lincoln, 
Moore, and Warren counties. The original diary and a microfilm copy are in the holdings 
of the Manuscripts section of the Tennessee State Library and Archives. 
 

 



CONTAINER LIST 
 
Box 1 
1.    Correspondence – Avent-Clement        
2.    Correspondence – Criley-Guthe 
3.    Correspondence – Jergens-Mitchell  
4.    Correspondence – Obrig-Zuber   
5.    Correspondence – Waldrip, Carey E., Sr. 
6.    Clippings and photographs – Archaeology Legislation, 1969-1970 
7.    Diary – Isaac Conger, 1813 (Microfilm Accession Number 5 – Original Diary) 
8.    Miscellaneous 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



NAME INDEX 
 

     This is a name index of the correspondence only in the Carey Edwards Waldrip 
Papers, together with the dates of the letters and information regarding their contents.  
The figures in parentheses denote the number of letters, if more than one.  The last 
numbers refer to the box and folder in which the material is to be found. 
 
Avent, James M., 1965, re: June 1965 National Geographic article on early  
     Explorations in Wales, 1-1 
Barry, William L. (3), 1970, re: appointments to the state Archaeology Advisory Council,  
     1-1 
Bitticker, Bill, 1965, re: Indian earthworks in Chillicothe, Ohio area, 1-1 
Camp, Leroy J. [1965], re: test excavation at Old Stone Fort, 1-1 
Carlson, Gustave G., 1965, re: archaeological sites in the Cincinnati, Ohio area; Fort     
     Miami site, 1-1 
Carson, Sam (4), 1965-1966, re: Old Stone Fort prior to 1910; archaeological dig at Old  
     Stone Fort in 1907 or 1908; suggestions for Old Stone Fort State Park; theories on the  
     builders of Old Stone Fort, 1-1 
Chapman, Lloyd (3), 1969-1970, re: efforts of the Tennessee Archaeological Society  
     (TAS) for passage of the proposed archaeology bill in 1969; efforts of the TAS for  
     passage of the 1970 archaeology bill, 1-1 
Chappell, E.D., 1961, re: proposed establishment of a state park at Old Stone Fort, 1-1 
Clebsch, Edward E.C., 1967, re: availability of federal funds for towns like Manchester,  
     1-1 
Clement, Frank G., 1965, re: study of Old Stone Fort by the Tennessee Department of  
     Conservation, 1-1 
Criley, Walter L. (8), 1966-1968, re: acquisition of the Old Stone Fort Property by the  
     State of Tennessee; proposed excavation at the Old Stone Fort; development of Old  
     Stone Fort as a state park; availability of Department of Conservation Master Plan for  
     Old Stone Fort State Park, 1-2 
Croom, John H., 1964, re: Old Stone Fort, 1-2 
Crowder, W.J. (2), 1935, re: descriptive material and statistics on the proposed Duck  
     River project, 1-2 
Davidson, Julia W., 1967, re: thank you note for tour, 1-2 
Eddleman, Mrs. John M., 1965, re: possible development of Old Stone Fort, 1-2 
Ellington, Buford (2), 1961, re: purchase of Old Stone Fort by the State of Tennessee, 1-2 
Evans, Clifford, 1965, re: radio carbon dating, 1-2 
Ewell, Justin, 1965, re: Cannon County history, 1-2 
Fayen, Philip, 1973, re: history of Old Stone Fort, 1-2 
Griggs, E. Lee, Jr., 1966, re: Old Stone Fort, 1-2 
Grissard, Frank  H., 1964, re: identification of Roman coin, 1-2 
Guild, P.W., 1965, re: dating of “bog iron” furnaces, 1-2 
Guthe, Alfred K. (3), 1964, re: Tennessee Archaeology Association; bibliography on Old  
     Stone Fort; information on Old Stone Fort, 1-2 
Jergens, Mrs. Andrew N., Jr., 1965, re: bibliography of sources relating to mounds and  
     fortifications, 1-3 



Jones, Edward F. (2), 1965-1966, re: development of Old Stone Fort; Old Stone Fort  
     Day, 1-3 
Keeler, Clyde (13), 1964-1965, re: “bog iron” samples; early European explorations;  
     identification of iron samples, 1-3 
Kellar, James H., 1965, re: publications on aboriginal fortifications in Indiana, 1-3 
Lannom, E.H., Jr., 1966, re: thank you note, 1-3 
Lawrence, Steven S., 1969, re: archaeology legislation, 1-3 
McGhee, Carolyn, 1965, re: thank you note, 1-3 
Mitchell, Ralph B., 1967, re: tour of Old Stone Fort, 1-3 
Obrig, Jim, 1965, re: Ohio museums, 1-4 
Polhemus, J.H., 1969, re: archaeology legislation, 1-4 
Rebholz, Melvin J., 1965, re: Indian earthworks in Ohio, 1-4 
Rothovius, Andrew, 1966, re: early stoneworks in New England, 1-4 
Shields, David W. III (2), 1965, re: history of Old Stone Fort; purchase of Old Stone Fort  
     by the State of Tennessee, 1-4 
Sletto, R.F., 1965, re: Indian earthworks in Ohio, 1-4 
Smith, Mrs. Margaret P., 1965, re: publications list concerning prehistoric stone forts, 1-4 
Stenberg, V.A., 1964, re: Encyclopedia Britannica research service, 1-4 
Threet, Ewing J. (2), 1961, re: upcoming meeting with Governor Ellington; option on Old  
     Stone Fort, 1-4 
Trundle, Ed, 1965, re: Jaycee Board Meeting, 1-4 
Waldrip, Carey Edward (29), 1964-1967, 1970, 1973, re: Tennessee Archaeology  
     Society; development of Old Stone Fort as a state park; theories on the builders of Old  
     Stone Fort; identification of iron samples from Old Stone Fort; Indian earthworks in  
     Ohio; Old Stone Fort Day; dedication of Old Stone Fort State Park; support of  
     archaeology legislation; appointments to the Archaeology Advisory Council, 1-5 
Waldrip, Wayne, 1965, re: individuals interested in development of Old Stone Fort, 1-4 
Wiseman, Thomas A., Jr., 1965, re: support of Old Stone Fort project, 1-4 
Wolff, Elizabeth L., 1965, re: Indian mounds in Ohio, 1-4 
York, Grady, 1969, re: lighting at Old Stone Fort, 1-4 
Zuber, Leo J., 1964, re: Federal Open-Space Land Program, 1-4 
 


