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INTRODUCTION      
 
     This collection is centered  around William Trousdale, resident of Gallatin, Sumner 
County, Tennessee; veteran of the Creek War, 1813; private during the War of 1812, 
1814-1815; lawyer; Tennessee State Senator, 1835; Major General of Militia during the 
Second Seminole War, 1836; Democratic presidential elector from Tennessee, 1840; 
Colonel of Infantry, United States Army, during the Mexican War, 1847-1848; Brigadier 
General of the United States Army, 1848; Governor of Tennessee, 1849-1851; and 
United States Ambassador to Brazil, 1853-1857.  The William Trousdale Papers were 
given to the Tennessee State Library and Archives by Miss Elizabeth Allen of Gallatin, 
Tennessee, a great-granddaughter of William Trousdale. 
     The materials in this finding aid measure 1.26 linear feet.  There are no restrictions on 
the materials. Single photocopies of unpublished writings in the William Trousdale 
Papers may be made for purposes of scholarly research. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SCOPE AND CONTENT 
 
    The William Trousdale Papers, containing approximately 850 items, cover the years 
1803 to 1907.   The collection is composed of correspondence, accounts, biographical 
data, calling cards, invitations, law notes, legal documents (agreements, bills of sale, 
court cases, depositions, judgments, promissory notes, and a will), land records, military 
papers, newspaper clippings, and one picture. 
     The incoming correspondence of William Trousdale makes up the largest single part 
of this collection.  People wrote to Trousdale about a variety of subjects, chief among 
them politics and horse racing. A good many of the letters, dated primarily during the 
1830s, 1840s and early 1850s, contain information on both Tennessee and national 
politics. For example, in a letter dated March 12, 1841, and addressed to Trousdale, 
Lewis Allen discusses President William Henry Harrison and his cabinet appointments, 
particularly Francis Granger and Daniel Webster.  Other letters deal with Democratic and 
Whig party politics, with special emphasis on the congressional campaign and election of 
1837 in which William Bowen Campbell defeated Trousdale for a seat in the House of 
Representatives. Among Trousdale’s most prominent correspondents were Robert M. 
Burton, William Bowen Campbell, Robert Looney Caruthers, Charles Cassedy, Felix 
Grundy, Robert Armstrong, Gideon J. Pillow, James K. Polk, James Gettys McGready 
Ramsey, Felix Robertson, and Sampson Williams. 
     In these papers there are eight letters written by William Trousdale between 1835 and  
1838 are addressed to persons other than members of his family.  The most significant of 
these letters is one which he wrote to Gideon J. Pillow on May 1, 1849, after having 
received the Democratic gubernatorial nomination. In the letter, Trousdale acknowledges 
Pillow’s congratulations, but says that he would have preferred Pillow for the 
nomination. He then closes the letter by stating that “I would rather be a member of 
Congress than to be the governor of Tennessee.” 
     The correspondence among members of the Trousdale and their related families 
comprises another major part of the William Trousdale Papers. There are thirty-one 
letters, dated 1835-1837, written by William Trousdale to his wife, Mary Ann Bugg 
Trousdale; to his son, Julius A. Trousdale; to his sister, Nancy Trousdale; to his daughter, 
Frances Trousdale Peyton; and to his brother-in-law, Samuel Bugg. Among the subjects 
discussed are his participation in the Seminole War of 1836 and in the Mexican War and 
his gubernatorial campaign of 1849. Most of Trousdale’s letters to his family were, 
however, written from Rio de Janeiro where he served as United States Ambassador to 
Brazil from 1853 to 1857. These letters contain descriptions of the city of Rio de Janeiro 
and of life and conditions there during the 1850s. 
     Charles William Trousdale accompanied his father to Brazil and served as his 
personal secretary before eventually becoming the secretary to the American legation. 
Eight of Charles William’s letters written from Brazil to his mother, his sister Frances, 
his brother Julius, and his sister Maria Louisa are in this collection. Two additional letters 
of Charles William Trousdale were written in 1883 from Europe where he had taken his  
daughter Kate to study in Paris and to travel on the continent. These letters describe a 
portion of their travels through Germany, Switzerland, Austria, and Hungary. 
     Among the other letters in the Trousdale family correspondence are five written by 
Bailie Peyton, father-in-law of William’s daughter Frances; five written by Frances 



herself; twelve written by Bryson B. Trousdale, William’s brother; five written by Julius 
A. Trousdale, William’s son; four written by Robert Trousdale, William’s brother; and 
four written by Mary Ann Bugg Trousdale, William’s wife. These letters contain much 
family news and are a good source of data on the Trousdale and their related families. For 
a complete listing of the correspondents in the Trousdale family correspondence, see the 
index in this register. 
     The biographical material in this collection consists of data on Walter L. Bugg, 
William Trousdale’s brother-in-law, and an obituary for Julius A. Trousdale, his son. 
There is one folder of clippings about the tragic sinking of the steamer Jessie at the 
mouth of the Kuskokwin River in Alaska in 1898. All on board the steamer, members of 
an expedition headed for the Klondike gold fields, were apparently lost in the wreck.  
Among them was William Trousdale Peyton, son of John Bell and Frances Trousdale 
Peyton. 
     The remainder of the Trousdale Papers is made up primarily of legal documents which 
deal with land, court cases, and other business matters in which William Trousdale, his 
family, and his acquaintances were involved. 
 
      

 
 
 
 
 



BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE     
 

William Trousdale 
 

1790               Born – September 23 in Orange County, North Carolina, son of James  
                       Trousdale, a veteran of the Revolutionary War 
 
1796               Emigrated to Tennessee with parents; settled on tract of land in what was  
                       then Davidson, but is now Sumner County. Land had been granted to  
                       James Trousdale by the state of North Carolina for his services during the  
                       American Revolution 
 
                       During early life was a student of the Reverend Gideon Blackburn and  
                       John Hall 
 
1813               Volunteered as private in Captain William Edward’s Company of Mounted  
                       Riflemen; participated in Battles of Tallahatchie and Talladega during the  
                       Creek War 
 
1814               Re-enlisted; served as private in War of 1812, after being defeated for first  
                       lieutenant and third lieutenant; participated in Battle of Pensacola 
 
1815               Participated in Battle of New Orleans; returned to Tennessee in the Spring 
 
1816               Completed education 
 
1820               Admitted to the bar 
 
1827               Married Miss Mary Ann Bugg and had seven children 
 
                       Ran for Congress and defeated 
 
1829               Again defeated in congressional election 
 
1835               Elected senator to serve in Tennessee state legislature 
 
1836               Elected a Major General of Militia; helped to quell Indian disturbances in  
                       Florida during the Seminole War; fought against Osceola 
 
1837               Nominated as Democratic candidate for Congress; defeated by William  
                       Bowen Campbell 
 
1839               Again ran for Congress and defeated by Campbell 
 
1840               Democratic elector from Congressional district 
 



1845               Defeated in bid for congressional seat 
 
1847               Commissioned as Colonel of Infantry in United States Army by President  
                       James Knox Polk; fought at the Battles of Contreras and Churubusco in the  
                       Valley of Mexico during the Mexican War 
 
                        Wounded in the Battles of Molino del Rey and Chapultepec 
 
1848               Appointed Brigadier General by President Polk 
 
1849               Received the Democratic nomination for Governor of Tennessee; defeated  
                       Neill S. Brown, the Whig nominee; served until 1851 
 
1851               Again received the Democratic gubernatorial nomination; defeated by the  
                       Whig nominee, William Bowen Campbell 
 
1853               May 24 – Commissioned by President Franklin Pierce as “Envoy  
                       Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States at the  
                       Court of the Emperor of Brazil” 
 
                       September – arrived in Rio de Janeiro; remained in Brazil throughout  
                       Pierce’s presidency; worked to open Amazon River to world commerce 
 
1857               December 15 – left Brazil; traveled in Europe before returning to the  
                       United States 
 
1858               May 9th – retired to his Gallatin, Tennessee, home 
 
1872               March 27th – died at age of 83 years; buried March 28th in public cemetery,  
                       Gallatin, Tennessee 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE     
 

Charles William Trousdale 
 

1838              July 22nd – born, son of William and Mary Ann Bugg Trousdale, in Sumner  
                      County, Tennessee 
 
1853               Went with father, then minister to Brazil, to his new diplomatic post in Rio  
                       de Janeiro 
 
1855               Became secretary of American legation in Rio de Janeiro 
 
1857               Left Brazil with father; went to England; toured Europe; studied in Paris  
                       for one year 
 
1858               Returned to Tennessee; studied law; later practiced at Memphis for a short  
                       time 
 
1860               Married Ellen Odom, daughter of Eli Odom; one daughter, Katherine  
                       (Kate) 
 
1862               Joined Captain Micajah Griffin’s 2nd Company, Confederate Volunteers;  
                       elected lieutenant 
 
1863               Wounded at Battle of Chickamauga; leg had to be amputated; afterward  
                        became member of General Marcus Wright’s staff and did post duty until  
                        the close of the Civil War 
 
1865               Returned to Gallatin, where he lived until his death 
 
1882-1884      Accompanied his daughter, Katherine, to Europe in order that she might  
                       study in Paris, and that they might travel on the continent 
 
1900               Died January 13th, in Gallatin, Sumner County, Tennessee 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



CONTAINER LIST 
 

Box 1 
1.      Accounts – Bills, notes, receipts – Bugg, John L. – 1852-1877 
2.      Accounts – Bills, notes, receipts – Trousdale, William – n.d.; 1833-1837 
3.      Accounts – Bills, notes, receipts – Trousdale, William – 1838-1844 
4.      Accounts – Bills, notes, receipts – Trousdale, William – 1836-1844, re: court cases 
5.      Accounts – Bills, notes, receipts – General, n.d.; 1833-1861 
6.      Biographical information – Bugg, Walter L., and Julius A. Trousdale 
7.      Calling cards 
8.      Correspondence – Incoming – Trousdale, William – Author unknown and Allen - 
         Cantrell 
9.      Correspondence – Incoming – Trousdale, William – Caruthers - Duval 
10.    Correspondence – Incoming – Trousdale, William – Dyer - Harris 
11.    Correspondence – Incoming – Trousdale, William – Harrison - Knight 
12.    Correspondence – Incoming – Trousdale, William – Lewis - Mayfield 
13.    Correspondence – Incoming – Trousdale, William – Montgomery - Pillow 
 
Box 2 
1.        Correspondence – Incoming – Trousdale, William – Polk - Scott 
2.        Correspondence – Incoming – Trousdale, William – Seay - Vaughn 
3.        Correspondence – Incoming – Trousdale, William – Wagnon - Young 
4.        Correspondence – Outgoing – Trousdale, William – 1835-1858 
5.        Correspondence – Family – Peyton, Bailie - Peyton, William Trousdale 
6.        Correspondence – Family – Trousdale, Annie B. - Trousdale, Cincinnatus 
7.        Correspondence – Family – Trousdale, Elizabeth - Trousdale, Valeria A. 
8.        Correspondence – Family – Trousdale, William – 1835-1850 
9.        Correspondence – Family – Trousdale, William – 1853-1857 
10.      Correspondence – General – Author unknown – n.d. 
11.      Correspondence – General – Anderson - Gardner 
12.      Correspondence – General – Hamilton – Romig 
13.      Correspondence – General – Severance - Wood 
 
Box 3 
1.        Envelopes 
2.        Invitations 
3.        Law notes 
4.      Legal documents – Agreements – 1831-1845 
5.      Legal documents – Bills of sale – 1833-1844 
6.      Legal documents – Court cases – n.d.; 1840-1843 
7.      Legal documents – Depositions – n.d.; 1843-1846 
8.      Legal documents – Judgments, marriage licenses, summonses – 1828-1864 
9.      Legal documents – Land records – n.d.; 1792-1891 
10.    Legal documents – Promissory notes – 1832-1843 
11.    Legal documents – Will – McAulay, Ann, 1842 
12.    Military papers – 1836-1843 



13.   Miscellaneous 
14.   Newspaper clippings, re: politics 
15.   Newspaper clippings, re: sinking of steamer Jessie 
16.   Photographs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



NAME INDEX 
 

     This is a name index of the correspondence only in the William Trousdale Papers,  
together with the dates of the letters and information regarding their contents.  The 
figures in parentheses denote the number of letters, if more than one.  The last numbers 
refer to the box and folder in which the material is to be found. 
 
Author unknown (2), 1836, 1842, re: land in Robertson County, Tennessee; business, 1-8 
Author unknown, to Harry Worcester Smith, n.d., re: engraving plate, 2-10 
Allen, Lewis, 1841, re: snow storm; President Harrison’s cabinet; politics, 1-8 
Allen, Robert, 1834, re: Tennessee constitution; constitutional limits of counties, 1-8 
Allen, Thomas, 1833, re: deed, 1-8 
Anderson, Douglas, to Miss Peyton, n.d., re: engraving plate, 2-11 
Anderson, S.R., 1853, re: post for Henry McNairy, 1-8 
Armstrong, Robert (2), n.d.; 1840 (?), re: politics, 1-8 
Bailey, William W., to Walter L. Bugg, 1841, re: personal matters, 2-11 
Barry, W. (3), 1839-1840, re: politics, 1-8 
Bartlett, James, 1842, re: election in Putnam County, 1-8 
Bass (?), John M., 1839, re: Trousdale’s note, 1-8 
Bowen, S.J., and George R. Herrick, 1858, open letter, re: legal services available, 1-8 
Brien, M.M., 1835, re: request for political aid, 1-8 
Brown, J.P., 1838, re: employment of Bob, one of Trousdale’s servants, 1-8 
Brownlow, Walter Preston, to the President (William McKinley), 1898, re: appointment  
     for John Bell Peyton, 2-11 
Bryen (?), R.M., 1844, re: law suit; municipal election in New Orleans, 1-8 
Bugg, Samuel H., to Walter L. Bugg, 1840, re: loan, 2-11 
Bullies (?), S.G., 1839, re: note due, 1-8 
Bulloch, John, to Martha M. Glover, 1845, re: estate business, 2-11 
Burton, Robert M. (4), to William Trousdale and to Elijah Bodie, 1838-1841, re: law  
     suits; politics; campaign of 1840, 1-8, 2-11 
Butler, James, 1841, re: grandfather’s estate; Negroes kept by grandfather, 1-8 
Byram, A.C. (2), to John L. Bugg, 1859, re: land warrant, 2-11 
Caldwell, R.C., to J.B. Davis, 1848, re: illness, 2-11 
Caleb, to Bailie Peyton, Jr., 1857, re: news from home, 2-11 
Calgy, Mary, to Andrew McAulay, 1843, re: finances, 2-11 
Calvert, William H., to unknown recipient, 1841, re: legal matters, 2-11 
Campbell, William Bowen, 1837, re: horse lost in Florida campaign; Congress, 1-8 
Cantrell, G.P. (?), 1833, re: false rumor, 1-8 
Caruthers, Robert Looney (2), 1841, re: business; price of slaves; politics, 1-9 
Cassedy, Charles (2), n.d.; 1843, re: pension for George Mayfield; Florida campaign, 1-9 
Chambers, John, 1836, re: money, 1-9 
Chandler, I.I., 1837, re: horse lost in Florida campaign, 1-9 
Cheatham, L.P., 1845, re: comptroller’s position for Trousdale, 1-9 
Collern, Littleton, 1837, re: bill for barbeque, 1-9 
Cook, J.C. (2), 1833, re: court cases, 1-9 
Cotham, William, 1846, re: deed, 1-9 



Cowan, Martha, 1843, re: renting a lot, 1-9 
Crary, James T. (2), to Mary Ann Bugg Trousdale, 1851, re: Governor Trousdale;  
     gubernatorial campaign and election of 1851, 2-11 
Currin, R.P., to T. Bayers, 1844, re: business, 2-11 
Deas, George, 1847, re: military report, 1-9 
Duval, A.D., 1835, re: building in Gallatin, 1-9 
Dyer, Joel Henry, 1843, re: request for aid, 1-10 
Echols, Larkin, 1841, re: business, 1-10 
Edwards, Leonidas, to Mary Ann Bugg Trousdale, 1847, re: news from William  
      Trousdale, 2-11 
Ewing, E.H., 1833, re: collection of claims, 1-10 
Fitzgerald, James G., 1852, re: election of 1852 in Louisiana, 1-10 
Fowler, Joseph S. (2), to President Grover Cleveland and to Thomas F. Baynard, n.d.;  
     1894, re: recommendations of John Bell Peyton, 2-11 
Foxall, Richard, 1838, re: brother’s estate, 1-10 
Frazier, Constantine, 1835, re: position as Doorkeeper of Tennessee Senate, 1-10 
Gardner, Edwin S., to Walter L. Bugg, 1838, re: position for William Shepherd, 2-11 
Glenn, Thomas, 1853, re: appointment for Glenn, 1-10 
Goodall, _______ C., 1844, re: legal matters, 1-10 
Goodall, Z.G. (2), 1838, 1843, re: politics; legal fees, 1-10 
Goodbar, W.P., 1842, re: results of election of Brigadier General, 8th Brigade, Tennessee  
     Militia, 1-10 
Graves, Ariana, 1847, re: her son, Dr. Ralph L. Gleaves, 1-10 
Graves, William, 1838, re: business, 1-10 
Gregory, J.G., 1843, re: Alexandria Lottery ticket, 1-10 
Grundy, Felix, 1837, re: Tennessee state politics, 1-10 
Grundy, James P., 1837, re: horse lost in Florida campaign; governorship for Trousdale,  
     1-10 
Gwin, James, 1842, re: business, 1-10 
Haile, C.M., 1847, re: Haile’s activities in Mexican War, 1-10 
Hallaran, Nicholas, 1837, re: Hallaran and Trousdale families, 1-10 
Hambleton, (?), John H., 1837, re: Congressional campaign of 1837, 1-10 
Hamilton, Joseph, to J. Rowles (?), 1840, re: Democratic politics; Trousdale as  
     Presidential elector, 2-12 
Harris, J. George (?), 1840, 1853, re: notification of Trousdale’s selection as Presidential  
     elector; mission to Russia, 1-10 
Harrison, William H., n.d., re: county politics, 1840 (?), 1-11 
Hart, Thomas, 1847, re: reporting for duty in Mexico City, 1-11 
Harvey, Wesley, 1841, re: family news, 1-11 
Henley, Mrs. Charles Fairfax, to John Bell Peyton, 1898, re: Peyton and Henley families,  
     2-12 
Hickerson, Elender, 1835, re: business, 1-11 
Hickman, John P., 1837, re: Willie B. Gordon’s claim, 1-11 
Hogg, R.L.W., n.d., re: Democratic politics, 1-11 
Hollingsworth, Holman, et al., 1837, re: petitioning Trousdale to run against Newton  
     Canon for governor, 1-11 



Holmes, H., 1844, re: sale of slaves, 1-11 
Howell, Josiah (2), 1837, re: legal matters, debts; land, 1-11 
Hunter, Layton, 1839, re: Trousdale’s horse, 1-11 
Johnson, A., 1840, re: Democratic politics, 1-11 
Johnson, W.B., 1844, re: election of Brigadier General, 15th Brigade, 1-11 
Jones, Andrew, 1844, re: court case, 1-11 
Jones, R., 1847, re: orders to take regiment to Vera Cruz, 1-11 
Kill, G.F., 1837, re: rally in Nashville, 1-11 
Kirkpatrick, Amos (?), 1837, 1838, re: politics; Trousdale’s horse, 1-11 
Knight, Sarah B. (2), 1834, 1835, re: aid in divorcing her husband, 1-11 
Lewis, John A., 1834, re: note due, 1-12 
______, and Caren H. Lewis, 1839, re: law suit, 1-12 
Livingston, John, 1853, printed letter, re: Law Register for 1853, 1-12 
McAulay, A., 1842, re: business, 1-12 
McAuley, Daniel (2), 1838, 1839, re: note due; business, 1-12 
McCalla, John M., 1849, re: business, 1-12 
McClain, John T., (2), 1835, 1838, re: legal matters, 1-12 
McCullough, Joseph (?), 1837, re: legal matters, 1-12 
McDaniel, C.P., 1839, re: appointment as U.S. Consul in Cuba, 1-12 
McDonald, Henry B., 1837, re: Bank of U.S.; internal improvements, 1-12 
McKoin, James L., 1842, re: resignation as Brigadier General, 1-12 
McMillin, Benton, et al., to President Rutherford B. Hayes, 1880, re: recommendation of  
     John Bell Peyton, 2-12 
McWhirter, William W. (2), 1836, 1839, re: suffrage in Cannon County, Tennessee;  
     boundary of Cannon County; politics, 1-12 
Mancy, George, to President James A. Garfield, 1881, re: recommendation of John Bell  
     Peyton, 2-12 
Marsha, J.H., to Walter L. Bugg, 1839, re: servant, 2-12 
Martin, D.W., 1839, re: conditions in Jackson, Mississippi; legal matters, 1-12 
May, R.H. (?), 1846, re: legal matters; conditions in Providence, Louisiana, 1-12 
Mayfield, S.S., 1839, re: business, 1-12 
Miller, W.S. to father, 1864, re: Civil War, 2-12 
Montgomery, A., 1841, re: boarding daughter, 1-13 
Montgomery, Nathan, 1840, re: politics, 1-13 
Montgomery, W., 1835, re: race horse; price of slaves, 1-13 
Moon, William, 1859, re: dinner invitation, 1-13 
Mooney, Jacob K., n.d., re: politics; debt, 1-13 
Morgan, C., 1835, re: law suit, 1-13 
Moseley, Thomas D., 1835, re: requests political aid, 1-13 
Neale, M. (3), 1837-1845, re: Bryson B. Trousdale; business; family news; political  
     appointment, 1-13 
Newsom, A.B., 1841, re: race horse; move to Gallatin, Tenn., 1-13 
Nichol, Matthew, 1839, re: political rally (barbecue), 1-13 
Noney, James, 1839, re: law suit, 1-13 
Norther, P. (2), 1839, 1841, re: debt; law suit, 1-13 
Payne, William, 1840, re: business, 1-13 



Perkins, William (2), 1835, re: law suit, 1-13 
Peyton, Bailie (2), to Edmond Everett and to John Sherman, 1852, 1878, re: death of  
     Daniel Webster; appointment for John Bell Peyton, 2-12 
Peyton, John Bell, to M.C. Tuttle. 1907, re: father’s sword, 2-12 
Pillow, Gideon J. (3), 1838-1843, re: business; election of judge in Maury County, 1-13 
Polk, James K., 1837, re: Trousdale’s congressional campaign; gubernatorial candidates,  
     2-1 
Porter, Robert M., et al., 1835, re: election to Erosophian Society, 2-1 
Powell, Alfred H., to Thomas K. Wiley, n.d., re: recommendation of William Trousdale,  
     2-12 
Preston, W.R., et al., 1845, re: legal matters, 2-1 
Prince, N., 1835, re: political rally in Gallatin, Tennessee, 2-1 
Ramsey, James Gettys McGready (3), 1851-1853, re: East Tennessee and Georgia  
     Railroad; 1851 gubernatorial race; William B. Campbell; election of President Pierce;  
     appointment for Trousdale; slavery, 2-1 
Ramsey, William Baine Alexander (2), to William Trousdale and to Governor William B.  
     Campbell, 2-1, 1-12 
Ransom, William L., to unknown recipient, 1890, re: Bailie Peyton’s family, 2-12 
Reade, George, 1835, re: business, 2-1 
Rickman, Robert, 1845, re: election of James K. Polk as President; Pacific trade, 2-1 
Ridley, Bromfield, 1853, re: appointment for son, 2-1 
Riddle, Haywood Yancey, 1876, circular letter, re: re-election to House of  
     Representatives, 2-12 
Robb, A., to Julius A. Trousdale, 1849, re: scholarship to Stewart College, 2-12 
Roberts, George (2), 1833, 1834, re: business; land, 2-1 
Robertson, Felix, 1838, re: Democratic party politics in Davidson County, 2-1 
Romig, J.H. (2), to Columbia Exploring Co. and to Richard Chilcott, 1898, re: sinking of  
     steamer Jessie, 2-12 
Rowles, W.P. (2), n.d., 1850, re: letter to W. Price; politics; law suit, 2-1 
Rucks, I., 1837, re: financial matters, 2-1 
Russell, William Henry (4), 1842-1843, re: law suit involving William R. Saunders, 2-1 
Saffarrans, Daniel (2), 1837, 1840, re: governorship for Trousdale; business, 2-1 
Saunders, William R., 1834, re: financial matters, 2-1 
Scott, William S., 1835, re: business, 2-1 
Seay, Samuel, 1933, re: acknowledges receipt of letter, 2-2 
Severance, W.N., to John Bell Peyton, 1891, re: Bailie Peyton’s sword, 2-13 
Sigmund (?), Amanda, to Valeria A. Trousdale, 1845, re: personal news, 2-13 
Shelley, A.B., 1832, re: business, 2-2 
Shelley, C.M. (2), 1835, 1837, re: results of election for Major General; debt, 2-2 
Skillern, W.L., 1844, re: business, 2-2 
Smith, Henry Worcester (2), to Mary Bugg Peyton and to Louise A. Peyton, 1843, re:  
     photograph of Bailie Peyton, 2-13 
Smith, N.A. (3), 1844-1845, re: business; legal matters, 2-2 
Spiers, Charles, to wife, 1844, re: purchase of slaves, 2-13 
Spinwell, James A., et al., 1852, re: political rally, 2-2 
Stewart, W.D., 1833, re: family news, 2-2 



Stubbs, Errol, 1854, to S.R. Anderson, 1854, re: business, 2-13 
Talbert, F.C., 1833, re: education, 2-2 
Topp, John S., 1834, re: law suit involving John H. Martin, 2-2 
Trousdale, Nancy, to Clerk of Sumner County Court, 1845, re: father’s estate, 2-13 
Tuttle, M.C., to John Bell Peyton, 1907, re: Bailie Peyton’s sword, 2-13 
Turner, James B., 1846, re: business, 2-2 
Turner, Richard A. (2), 1846, re: Turner family business, 2-2 
Tyree, Thomas I., 1839, re: appointment, 2-2 
Vaughn, Turner (2), 1843, 1844, re: building of road, 2-2 
Wagnon, J., 1840, re: collection of debt, 2-3 
Walton, John T., 1837, re: horse lost in Florida campaign, 2-3 
Walton, William, to the Aldermen of Gallatin, 1833, re: paving a street, 2-13 
White, J.W., 1837, re: horse lost in Florida campaign, 2-3 
Wilbar, Joseph Q., 1847, re: reporting for military duty, 2-3 
Williams, Sampson (6), 1837-1839, re: congressional campaign of 1837, William B.  
     Campbell; Democratic politics, 2-3 
Wilson, J.H., to Walter L. Bugg, 1838, re: march across Tennessee to Calhoun; Indians,  
     2-13 
Winchester, Alexander, to George Roberts, 1834, re: deposition of James Blackman, 2- 
     13 
Wood, J.B., to Columbia Navigation Co., 1898, re: loss of Kuskokwim Expedition, 2-13 
Yerger, George S. (4), n.d.; 1835-1842, re: race horses, 2-3 
York, William J., 1837, re: Democratic party politics, 2-3 
Young, Alphonso, 1837, re: plans for holding court, 2-3 
 



Family Correspondence 
 
Lafferty, Caroline Valeria Trousdale, daughter of William Trousdale, to her mother,  
     Mary Ann Bugg Trousdale (?), re: visit to Washington, D.C., 2-7 
Peyton, Bailie, father-in-law of Frances (Fannie) Trousdale Peyton (5), to Bailie Peyton, 
     grandson of William Trousdale; to Frances (Fannie) Trousdale Peyton, daughter of  
     William Trousdale; and to Mary Bugg Peyton, granddaughter of William Trousdale,  
     1875-1876, re: family, 2-5 
Peyton, Bailie, Jr., son of Bailie Peyton, to brother, 1855, re: visit to castle near  
     Heidelberg, Germany, 2-5 
Peyton, Emily Turner, daughter of Bailie Peyton, to her brother, Bailie Peyton, Jr., 1854,  
     re: family news; his education; business, 2-5 
Peyton, Frances (Fannie) Trousdale (5), to her cousin; to her mother, Mary Ann Bugg  
     Trousdale; to her son, Bailie Peyton; to her son, William Trousdale Peyton; and to an  
     unknown recipient (probably her sister-in-law, Mary [Annie] Berry Trousdale), n.d.;  
     1853-1898, re: family news, 2-5 
Peyton, Jesse E., nephew of John Bell and Fannie Trousdale Peyton, to Cousin Will   
     (William Trousdale Peyton?), 1892, re: Peyton family; election of 1860; election of  
     1892, 2-5 
Peyton, John Bell, to his wife, Frances [Fannie] Trousdale Peyton, 1901, re: hunting trip  
     to Florida, 2-5 
Peyton, Jule, grandson of William Trousdale, to his father, John Bell Peyton, 1894, re:  
     family news, 2-5 
Peyton, William Trousdale, grandson of William Trousdale (3), to his grandmother; to  
     his mother, Frances (Fannie) Trousdale Peyton; and to his father, John Bell Peyton,  
     1876-1898, re: U.S. Centennial; family news; Alaskan expedition, 2-5 
Trousdale, Annie B. (Mary Berry), daughter-in-law of William Trousdale, to Frances  
     (Fannie) Trousdale Peyton, 1900, re: Trousdale homestead, 2-6 
Trousdale, Bryson B., brother of William Trousdale (12), 1825-1848, re: Nancy  
     Trousdale; results of election for major general; business; politics; family news; land;  
     Tennessee gubernatorial campaign, 1849, 2-6 
Trousdale, Charles William, son of William Trousdale (10), to his mother, Mary Ann  
     Bugg Trousdale; to his sister, Frances (Fannie) Trousdale Peyton; to his brother, Julius  
     A. Trousdale; and to his sister, Maria Louisa Trousdale Allen, 1853-1883; re: New  
     York City, 1853; Rio de Janeiro; Brazil; election of 1856; travels in Europe, 1883, 2-6 
Trousdale, Cincinnatus, nephew of William Trousdale, 1840, re: continuing his  
     education, 2-6 
Trousdale, Elizabeth, mother of William Trousdale, 1834, re: sale of her Negroes, 2-7 
Trousdale, Julius A., son of William Trousdale (5), to his sister, Frances (Fannie)  
     Trousdale Peyton, and to his nephew, Bailie Peyton, 1864-1891, re: family news;  
     education, 2-7 
Trousdale, Leon, nephew of William Trousdale, 1846, re: military appointment, 2-7 
Trousdale, Malinda, sister-in-law of William Trousdale, 1834, re: husband’s death, 2-7 
Trousdale, Mary Ann Bugg, wife of William Trousdale (6), to her husband and to her  
     daughter, Frances (Fannie) Trousdale Peyton, n.d.; 1835-1847, re: politics; family  
     news, 2-7 



Trousdale, Robert, brother of William Trousdale (4), 1839-1849, re: family news; death  
     of son; purchase of Negroes, 2-7 
Trousdale, Samuel D., nephew of William Trousdale, 1835, re: family matters, 2-7 
Trousdale, William (31), to his wife, Mary Ann Bugg Trousdale; to his son, Julius A. 
Trousdale; to his sister, Nancy Trousdale; to his daughter, Frances (Fannie) Trousdale  
     Peyton; and to his brother-in-law, Samuel Bugg, 1835-1857; re: Seminole War;  
     Mexican War; gubernatorial campaign of 1849; politics; Rio de Janeiro; Brazil; 2-8, 2- 
     9  
 
 



 
NAME INDEX 

Addition to the William Trousdale Papers, 1828-1840 
 

Allen, Katherine (Trousdale), to ___________, 1873, re: [illegible], 9-9 
Allen, Katherine (Trousdale), to Maria Louisa (Trousdale) Allen, 1882, re: grandmother’s  
     [Mary Ann (Bugg) Trousdale] death, 9-9 
Allen, Katherine (Trousdale), to Mary B. Peyton, 1882, re: inquiries about various family  
     members, 9-9 
Allen, Katherine (Trousdale) (8), to Chas. W. Trousdale, 1875-1877, re: request to attend  
     concert; death of Dr. Malone; reminders, 9-10 
Allen, Katherine (Trousdale) (7), to Chas. W. Trousdale, 1811, re: [letters from New  
     Orleans]; personal news; Mardi Gras; family news, 9-11 
Allen, Katherine (Trousdale) (13), to Chas. W. Trousdale, 1881-1882, re: [letters written  
     from New Orleans]; school news; unveiling of “Stonewall” Jackson monument;  
     mention of Jefferson Davis; personal news; violin lessons; grandmother’s sudden  
     death, 9-12 
Anderson, S.R. to William Trousdale, 1853, re: the Democratic nomination for Governor,  
     9-13    
Beck, William C., to William Trousdale, 1838, re: shortage on repayment of promissory  
     note, 9-13 
Brown, John L., to William Trousdale, 1853, re: appointment to a diplomatic post in  
     Latin America, 9-13 
Currin (?), Cav. M., to William Trousdale, 1853, re: letter of reference for Wm. T.  
     Pruett’s application for clerical position in Naval Yard, 9-13 
Dunnington, F.C., to William Trousdale, 1860, re: invitation to speak on national issues  
     in campaign of 1860, 9-13 
Fisher, John, to William Trousdale, 1860, re: request for views on the presidential  
     campaign of 1860, 9-13 
Frazer, Preston, to William Trousdale, 1849, re: discussion between Trousdale and N.S.  
     Brown, 9-13 
Gaxon, C.O., to William Trousdale, 1851, re: regrets that he will be unable to accompany  
     Trousdale on political tour of Eastern Tennessee; critical Gen. [William] Campbell’s  
     speeches, 9-14 
Griffith, James, to William Trousdale, 1851, re: offer of service to Trousdale during his  
     tour of Tennessee, 9-14 
Harrison, H.H., et. al., to William Trousdale, 1853, re: support for Mr. Oliver Towles’  
     appointment as an inspector in Alabama, 9-14 
Huson (?), Meta D., to [Katherine (Trousdale) Allen], n.d., re: Katie who has placed  
     under the care and guidance of the writer, 9-14 
Knight, W.H., to Chas. W. Trousdale, 1878, re: election as honorary member of the  
     Summer Guards, 9-14 
Owens, William, to William Trousdale, 1833, re: urges silence regarding subject of Mr.  
     Hart and his marital problem, 9-14 
Preston, M.C., to William Trousdale, 1841, re: legal matter, 9-14 
Richardson, George, to William Trousdale, 1833, re: requests support in application for  



     government position, 9-14 
Smith, George, to William Trousdale, 1853, re: appointment as Navy Agent in Memphis,  
     9-14 
Thermor, B., to Katherine (Trousdale) Allen, 1905, re: personal news; requests news  
     from former American pupils, 9-14 
Trousdale, Bryson B., to William Trousdale, 1853, re: appointment of Trousdale to a  
     diplomatic post in Latin America, 9-15 
Trousdale, Julius A. (2), to Charles W. Trousdale, 1882, re: Mother’s illness and weak  
     condition; family news; Mother seriously ill, 9-16 
Trousdale, William, to Charles Lewis, 1846, re: unpaid bills of friends, 9-17 
U.S. Patent Office, to William Trousdale, 1853, re: request for transmittal of various  
     agricultural products, 9-18 
U.S. State Department (2), to William Trousdale, 1855 and 1858, re: finances between  
     Minister Trousdale and the Secretary of State; salary of Trousdale as Minister to  
     Brazil, 9-18 
Walton, Jos. I., to Charles W. Trousdale, 1881, re: birth of Susie Trousdale Walton, 9-18 
Wogencraft(?), O.M., to William Trousdale, 1847, re: Trousdale’s military exploits in  
     Mexico; expresses concern about his wound, 9-18 
Yancy(?), Alphonso, to William Trousdale, 1837, re: Trousdale’s defeat for Governor in  
     1837, 9-18 
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