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COLLECTION SUMMARY  
 

 Creator:  
Tennessee State Library and Archives 
 

 Inclusive Dates:  
1787-2007, bulk 1900-1969 
 

 Scope & Content:  
This collection primarily includes items relating to Tennessee and other parts of 
the South on topics ranging from agriculture to human rights. The collection 
includes a wide variety of items such as addresses, almanacs, newspaper, 
magazine articles, booklets, brochures, invitations, magazines, pamphlets, 
programs, newsletters, poems, reports, and speeches. 
 
 

 Physical Description/Extent:  
76 cubic feet 
 

 Accession/Record Group Number:  
Ac. No. 2008-114 

 

 Language:  
English 

 

 Permanent Location:  
XXV-A-1  

 
  



 
 

Repository:  
Tennessee State Library and Archives, 403 Seventh Avenue North, Nashville, Tennessee, 
37243-0312
 

 
Administrative/Biographical History  
 

The Tennessee State Library was established in 1854 and combined with the 
Department of Archives and History in 1919.  This unification created the 
Tennessee State Library and Archives (TSLA) as a division within the 
Department of Education.  In 1982, the responsibilities of the division were 
transferred to the Secretary of State.  The State Library and Archives is 
responsible for the management and preservation of state records and publications 
as well as books, manuscripts, maps, and audiovisual materials related to 
Tennessee.  

 
 
 
Organization/Arrangement of Materials  
 

The collection is organized by Library of Congress classifications, which reflect 
topical areas. Although now an archival collection, the decision was made to 
retain the topical arrangement as it existed. A large section of unprocessed 
materials were incorporated during archival processing following this same 
organizational scheme. 
 
 
Series 1 Museum (AM), 1950-1986   Boxes 1 - 2 
 
Series 2 Newspapers (AN), 1883-1994  Box 2 
 
Series 3 Almanacs (AY), 1829-1968    Boxes 3 - 6 
 
Series 4  Humanities (AZ), 1955   Box 6 
 
Series 5 Philosophy (B), undated   Box 7 
 
Series 6 Psychology (BF), 1940-1990   Box 7 
 
Series 7 Ethics (BJ), undated    Box 7 
 
Series 8  Religion (BL), 1905    Box 7 
 
Series 9 Judaism (BM), 1928-1974   Box 7 
 



 
 

Series 10 Christianity (BR), 1872-1926   Box 7 
Series 11 Bible (BS), 1879-1895   Box 7 
 
Series 12 Practical Theory (BV), 1821-1954  Boxes 7 - 8 
 
Series 13 Religion (BX), 1817-1984   Boxes 9 - 22 
 
Series 14 Auxiliary Sciences of History (C),   Box 23 
  1957-1970         
 
Series 15 Archeology (CC), 1879-1960   Box 23 
 
Series 16 Archive (CD), 1940-1972   Box 23 
 
Series 17  Genealogy (CS), 1928, 1965   Box 23 
 
Series 18 World History and the History of Europe, Boxes 23 - 24 
  Asia, Africa, Australia, New Zealand, etc. 
  (D), 1917-1969         
 
Series 19 History of the Americas (EF), 1819-1993 Boxes 25 - 29 
 
Series 20 United States Local History (F), 1787-1996 Boxes 30 - 40 
 
Series 21 Geography, Anthropology, Recreation, Box 41    
  (G), 1970 
    

 Series 22 Environmental Sciences (GE), 1974-1975 Box 41 
 
 Series 23 Anthropology (GN), 1904-1949  Box 41 
 
 Series 24 Folklore (GK), 1952-1958   Box 41 
 
 Series 25 Manners & Customs (GT), 1876-1973 Box 41 
 
 Series 26 Recreation (GV), 1875-1973   Boxes 42 - 43 
 
 Series 27 Economic Theory and Demography (HB), Box 44 
   1902-1974       
  
 Series 28 Economic History and Conditions (HC), Box 44 
   1899-1972 
 
 Series 29 Industries, Land Use, and Labor (HI), Boxes 44 - 46 
   1874-1982   
 



 
 

  
Series 30 Transportation and Communication (HE), Boxes 47 - 52 

   1837-1977 
 
 Series 31 Commerce (HF), 1858-1984   Boxes 52 - 54 
 
 Series 32 Finance (HG), 1833-1972   Boxes 55 - 56 
 
 Series 33 Public Finance (HJ), 1844-1967  Box 57 
 
 Series 34 Sociology (HM), 1897-1984   Box 57 
 
 Series 35 The Family, Marriage and Women (HW), Boxes 58 - 62   
   1892-1978 
 
 Series 36 Societies: Secret & Benevolent, etc. (HS), Boxes 62 - 68 
   1820-1975        
 
 Series 37 Communities, Class and Races (HT),  Boxes 68 - 69 
   1847-1968      
 
 Series 38 Social Pathology, Social and Public  Boxes 69 - 70 
   (HV), 1852-1976  
 
 Series 39 Political Science (J), 1907-1939  Box 71 
 

Series 40  Political Theory, the State and Political Box 71 
   Theories of the State (JC), 1943-1975 
 

Series 41 Political Institutions and Public   Boxes 71 - 80   
   Administration (JK), 1816-1979  
 
 Series 42 Local Government and Municipal   Box 81 
   Government (JS), 1883-1972 
  
 Series 43 International Law (JX), 1954-1958  Box 81 
 
 Series 44 Law (K), 1858-1949    Box 83 
 
 Series 45 Education (L), 1891-1949   Box 83 
 
 Series 46 History of Education (LA), 1885-1956 Box 83 
 
 Series 47 Theory and Practice of Education (LB), Boxes 83 - 85 
   1853-1986 
 



 
 

  
Series 48 Special Aspects of Education (LC),  Box 86    

   1854-1963 
 
 Series 49 Individual Institutions (LD), 1847-1990 Boxes 87 - 103 
 
 Series 50 Student Fraternities and Societies, United Box 104 
   States (LJ), 1872-1959    
 
 Series 51 Music (M), 1908-1959   Box 104 
 
 Series 52 Music Literature (ML), 1858-2003  Boxes 104 - 106 
 
 Series 53 Fine Arts (N), 1885-1994   Box 108 
 
 Series 54 Visual Arts (N), 1908-1969   Box 108 
 
 Series 55 Architecture (NA), 1919-1957  Box 108 
 
 Series 56 Painting (ND), undated   Box 108 
 
 Series 57 Print Media (NE), 1965   Box 108 
 
 Series 58 Decorative Arts (NK), 1956-1973  Box 108 
 
 Series 59 Arts in General (NX), 1956-1981  Box 108 
 
 Series 60 Language and Literature (P), 1950  Box 109 
 
 Series 61 Literature General (PN), 1883-1991  Boxes 109 - 111 
 
 Series 62 American Literature (PS), 1857-1985  Boxes 112 - 113 
 
 Series 63 Science (Q), 1924-1927   Box 114 
 
 Series 64 Physics (QC), 1883-1957   Box 114 
 
 Series 65 Chemistry (QD), undated   Box 114 
 
 Series 66 Geology (QE), 1886-1955   Box 114 
 
 Series 67 Natural History (QH), 1908-1970  Box 114  
 
 Series 68 Zoology (QL), 1851-1977   Box 114 
 
 Series 69 Medicine (R), 1850-1952   Boxes 114 - 115  



 
 

 
 Series 70 Public Aspects of Medicine (RA),  Box 115  
   1852-1976 
 
 Series 71 Internal Medicine (RC), 1886-1936  Box 115 
 
 Series 72 Ophthalmology (RE), 1947   Box 115 
 
 Series 73 Dentistry (RK), 1890-1954   Box 115 
 
 Series 74 Pharmacy and Material Medical (RS), Box 115 
   1890-1964 
 
 Series 75 Nursing (RT), 1958-1959   Box 115 
 
 Series 76 Agriculture (S), 1838-2007   Boxes 116 - 121 
  
 Series 77 Plant Culture (SB), 1858-1968  Boxes 121 - 123 
 
 Series 78 Forestry (SD), 1920-1974   Box 123 
 
 Series 79 Animal Culture (SF), 1875-1985  Boxes 124 - 134 
 
 Series 80 Hunting Sports (SK), 1937-1951  Box 134 
 
 Series 81 Technology (T), 1883-1940   Box 135 
 
 Series 82 Engineering and Civil Engineering (TA),  Box135 
   1918-1950   
 
 Series 83 Hydraulic Engineering (TC), 1929-1936 Box 135 
 
 Series 84 Environmental Technology and Sanitary  Box 135 
   Engineering (TD), 1967-1979 
 
 Series 85 Highway Engineering (TE), 1901-1964 Box 135 
 
 Series 86 Bridge Engineering (TG), 1889  Box 135 
 
 Series 87 Building Construction (TH), 1905-1952 Box 136 
 
 Series 88 Electrical Engineering (TK), 1925-1976 Box 136 
 
 Series 89 Motor Vehicles, Aeronautics and   Box 136 
   Astronautics (TL), 1929-1967    
 



 
 

 Series 90 Home Economics (T), 1873-1968  Box 136 
 Series 91 Military Science (U), 1899-1944  Box 137 
 
 Series 92 Armies: Organizations, Distribution and Box 137  
   Military Situation (UA), 1887-1957   
 
 Series 93 Military Administration (UB), 1867-1957 Box137 
 
 Series 94 Naval Science (V), 1920   Box 137 
 
 Series 95 Bibliography, Library Science, and   Box 137 
   Information Resources (Z), 1888-1974    
 
 Series 96 Oversize, 1819-1976    Box 138 
 
 
 
 
Conditions of Access and Use  
 

 Restrictions on Access:  
None 

 

 Restrictions on Use and Reproduction:  
While TSLA houses an item, it does not necessarily hold the copyright on the 
item, nor may it be able to determine if the item is still protected under current 
copyright law.  Users are solely responsible for determining the existence of such 
instances and for obtaining any other permissions and paying associated fees that 
may be necessary for the intended use. 

 
 
Index Terms  
 

 Subjects:  
Aeronautics -- Tennessee 
Almanacs 
American Literature -- Tennessee 
Animal Culture -- Tennessee 
Anthropology -- Tennessee 
Architecture -- Tennessee 
Archives -- Tennessee 
Archeology -- Tennessee 
Auxiliary Sciences of History -- Tennessee 
Chemistry -- Tennessee 
Christianity -- Tennessee 



 
 

Civil Engineering -- Tennessee 
Commerce  
Communication -- Tennessee 
Communities --- Tennessee 
Decorative Arts -- Tennessee 
Demography -- Tennessee 
Dentistry -- Tennessee 
Economic History  
Electrical Engineering -- Tennessee 
Engineering -- Tennessee 
Environmental Sciences -- Tennessee 
Ethics -- Tennessee 
Families -- Tennessee 
Finance, Public -- Tennessee 
Folklore -- Tennessee 
Forests and Forestry --- Tennessee 
Genealogy  
Geography -- Tennessee 
Geology -- Tennessee 
Highway Engineering -- Tennessee 
History -- South America 
History -- Tennessee 
Homeopathy -- Tennessee 
Home Economics -- Tennessee 
Hydraulic Engineering -- Tennessee 
Industries -- Tennessee 
Information Resources -- Tennessee 
International Law -- Tennessee 
International Medicine --- Tennessee 
Judaism -- Tennessee 
Labor -- Tennessee 
Land Use -- Tennessee 
Library Science -- Tennessee  
Local Government -- Tennessee 
Manners and Customs  
Marriages -- Tennessee 
Military Administration -- Tennessee 
Military Arts & Sciences -- Tennessee 
Motor Vehicles -- Tennessee 
Municipal Government -- Tennessee 
Museums -- Tennessee 
Natural History -- Tennessee 
Newspapers 
Nursing -- Tennessee 
Painting -- Tennessee 
Philosophy -- Tennessee 



 
 

Physics -- Tennessee 
Psychology -- Tennessee 
Public Administration -- Tennessee 
Public Welfare -- Tennessee 
Race -- Tennessee 
Recreation -- Tennessee 
Religion 
Sanitary Engineering -- Tennessee 
Social Pathology  
Societies -- Tennessee 
Sociology -- Tennessee 
Technology -- Tennessee 
Transportation -- Tennessee 
Women -- Tennessee 
World History  
Zoology -- Tennessee 

 
 

 Document Types:  
Almanacs 
Annual reports 
Articles 
Booklets 
Brochures 
Bulletins 
Calendars 
Catalogs 
Church bulletins 
Correspondence 
Directories 
Invitations 
Journals 
Magazines 
Minutes 
Newsletters 
Pamphlets 
Poems 
Programs (documents) 
Sermons 
Sketches 
Souvenir programs 
Speeches 
Telegrams 
Yearbooks 
 

 



 
 

 
 
Acquisition and Appraisal  
 

 Provenance and Acquisition:  
From its opening in 1953 to reorganization in 1985, Library and Archives 
operations were separate within the Tennessee State Library and Archives 
building. Librarians formed a Special Collections area in which to house 
ephemera, small publications such as brochures, pamphlets, and the like, and 
other items of interest that remained unbound. Upon reorganization, Library and 
Archives operations were consolidated and such items were generally added to 
existing archival holdings, leaving Library Special Collections closed to 
additions. In order to provide greater access to the materials, the collection was 
transferred to Archives custody in 2008 and prepared for public use as an archival 
collection. 

 
 
 
Processing and Administrative Information  
 

 Preferred Citation:  
Library Special Collections, 1787-2007, Tennessee State Library and 
Archives 
 

 

 Processing Information:  
This collection was processed and arranged by Tom Lamb, Library 
Technical Services Section, and Kimberly Wires and Kate Williams, 
Archival Technical Services Section. Responsibility for the collection was 
transferred in 2008 from Library Technical Services to Archival Technical 
Services. Duplicates and items unrelated in any way to Tennessee or the 
South were removed during processing. 
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