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P REF RO

Y J~H AT the Reader may the more eafily ard fully as
derfand the following publication, it is propes
that, by way of Preface, be fpould be inform-d g
its rife, and of the reafons why it appears fo unfinifoed
and inaccurate fromthe Prefs.
In December 1784, at Fonefborough, in this Stite,
a Convention beld, and hawving agreed to a Confiitution,
recommended and beld it out to the people for their confe=
deration, fignifying to the people, that before the expira~
tion of one year they fbould chosje & Convention, for the
exprefs purpofe of adepting it in the name of the people,
or aliering it, as inftruéted by them 5 which is aticfied.
by the Refolwe itfelf, and a Refolve of the Affembly
avhich fat Auguft 1785. '

« Well, accordingly, the late Convention met at Greene="
wille, November the 14th, 1785 5 and, from differese
parts of the State, the people laid in infirutions, which*

Shewed that there awas a great diverfity and contrariety
of femtiments among f} them. However, the Convention
after fome debate agreed to appoint a commiitee of their
members, awho fhould prepare a Form of Government ta
lay before the whole Convention, that it might be exa=
mined, altered, amended, and added to, as the majority
Should think proper 5 and thus be perfelted and finifoed
in as accurate a manner as the uniied aifdom of the
members of Conwention could do.

After the committee vetived, the firjt thing of acconnt
they agreed upon, avas, to proceed upon bufinefs by tak-
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wernment © awhich Report o amended we hold oup for 1he
confideration of the People.”’

David Campbel, David Looney,
Samuel Houfton, - John Blair,
John Tipton, James White,
John Ward, Samuel Newel,
Robert Love, John Gilliland,
William Cox, - James Stuart,
David Craig, George Maxwel,
James Montgomery,  Jofeph Tipton,
John Strain, Peter Parkifon.

Robert Allifon,

Candid Reader, awhen you confider ail thefe thing,
you will wery readily account for th@ inaccuracies of 1he
Report, and fee full room to pafs them over auith ¢\
critical and fewere vemarks. For it is certain, frm {0 "
the nature of things, and the decl.ration of man of
thafe who entered the above Diffent, thar they did not
Jook upon the abowe Report by any means as a finifbed and
perfedt piece, asits warmeft advocates themfelves faid
in Convention, and thercfore that they, asawell as they
awho were i1s enemies, meant to in/pest every paragraph
narrowly, and awhat, upon mature deliberation, ap-
peared good, to receivz, and by a majority of wotes con-
Sfirm, and avhat did not, 10 vejedd : Forthe true light in
ahich it fhould be viewed, is, that cwery fentence avas
@ mere propofal, unfinifbed, wnconfirmed, and not to be
effablijbed, *till the whole boufe, after due examination
and debate upon it, had approved of it. Hence it mufp
appear evident to the impartial reader, that the loud and
bitter outcry that has been raifed againft the Report and
its friends, is not like the friendly criticifm of lewing
citinens, but refembles the advantages enemies take of
one another, and the ufe they make of them, when ex-
cited by malice and bitter enmity.

To conclude 5 dear reader lay afide prejudice, and
JSearch boneftly for truth, and not for catches and quib-
bles, patiently aveighing every part in connedtion aith
the whole, and wery ;ra&a‘ib' you will ¢learly fee, that
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DECLARATION or RIGHTS

The RepresenTaTivES of the Free-
men of the State of FRANKLAND.

®

HA'T all political power is vefted in,
derived from the people only. :

II. That the people of this State ought to have the
fole and exclufive right of regulating the internal go-
vernment and police thereof,

III. That no man, or fett of men, are entitled to
exclufive or feparate emoluments or privileges from
the community, but in confideration of public fervices.

IV. That the Legiflative, Executive, and Supreme
Judicial powers of government ought to be for ever
feparate and diftinét from each other.

V. That all powers of {ufpending laws, or the exe-
cution of laws, by any authority, without the confent
of the Reprefentatives of the people, is injurious to;
their rights, and ought not to be exercifed.

V1. That elections of members to ferve as Repre«
fentatives, in General Aflembly, ought to be free.

VIL. That, in"all criminal profecutions, every

man has a right to be informed of the accufation’

againft him, and to confront the accufers and wit=
nefles with other teftimony, and fhall not be com-
pelled to give evidence againft himfelf,
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E D'ldardiian of Rights,

VIHI. That no freeman fhall be put to anfwer any |
¢nminal charge but by indiftment, prefentment, or !
1r:;};eachment. »

#1X. That no freeman fhall be convitted of any
crime but by the unanimous verdi& of a jury of good
and, lawful men, in open court,. as heretofore ufed. .

~ X. That exceflive bail thould not be rﬁuired, nor
exceflive fines impofed, nor cruel or unufual punith-
ments inflicted.

~XI. That general warrants, whereby an officer or
/meflenger may be commanded to fearch fufpedted pla-

ces, without evidence of the fat committed, or to
. feize-any perfon or perfons not named, whofe offen-
i ces zre not particularly defcribed and fupported by
evidence, are dangerous to liberty, and ought notto
he granted.

XU, That no freeman ought to be taken, impri-

2d, or diffeized “of his freechold, liberties, or pri-

ces, or outlawed, or exiled, orin any manner de- = *

~d or-deprived of his life, liberty, or propertyy
wideos the lawof' the land, )
#%. . XTil.' That every freeman, :¢frained of his liber- |
ty, is entitled to. a remidy, to enquire into the law- ¢
fulnefs thereof, and to remive the fame, it unlawful ; &
and that fuch remedy ought not to be denied or de-
layed. ‘

)XiV. That in all controverfies at law, refpeting:
property, the ancient mode of trial by jury is one of
the beft fecurities of the rights of the people; and
cught to remain facred and inviolable.

- XV. That the freedom of 'the prefs is one of the
great bulwarks of liberty, and therefore ought never
to be reftrained. :

XVI1. That the people of this State ought not to
be taxed, or made fubjet to payment of any impoft or
duty, without the confent of themfelves, or their re-
prefentatives, in General Affembly, freely given. |

XVII. That the people have a right to bear arms ,
for the defence of the State ; and as ftanding armies,
in time of peace, are dangerous to liberty, they ought

not
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Declaration of Rights. 9
not to be kept up 3 and that the military fhould be
kept under ftrié fubordination to, and governed by,
the civil power. :

XVII. That the people have a right to aflemble
together, to confalt for their common. good, to in-
ftrat their reprefentatives, and to apply to the Legif-
lature for redrefs of grievances.

XIX. That all men have a natural and unalienable
right'to worfhip Almighty God-according to the dic-
tates of their own confciences.

XX. That, for redrefs of grievances, and for a-
mending and firengthening the laws, eletions ought
to be often held..

XX1. That a frequent recurrence to fundamental
principles is abfolutely neceflary to preferve the blef-
fings of liberty. . ;

XXII. That no hereditary emoluments, privile-
ges, or honors, ought to be granted or conferred in
this State.

XXIII. That perpetuities and monopolies are con-
trary to the genius of a free State, and ought not to -
be allowed.". :

XXIV. That retrofpective laws, punithing faéts
committed .before the exiftence of fuch laws, and by.
them only: declared criminal, are oppreflive, unjuff,
and incompatible with liberty ; therefore no ex poff -
facto law ought to be made,
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THE
CONSTITUTION

FORM or GOVERNMENT

Agreed to and refelved upon by the REFRESENTATIVES

of the Freemen of the State of FRANKLA ND, eleded
and chofen for that pariicular purpofe, in Conwention
affimbled, ar Greenewille, the 14th of Novem, 1785

HiS State fhall be called Tde Commonwealtss

of Frankland, and fhall be governed by a Ge- -

neral Affembly of the reprefentatives of the freemen

of the fame, a Governoy and Council, and proper

courts of juftice, in the manner following, wiz.
"Sedtion 1. The fupreme legiflative power fhall be

vefted in a fingle houfe of Reprefentatives of the free-

men of the commonwealth of Frankland..

Sest. ». The Houfe of Reprefentatives of the free-
menof this State fhall contiit of perfons moft nated for
wifdom and virtue, to be chofen equally and ade-

quately according to the number of freemen in the

commonwealth ; pr.ovided when the number amounts.

' to one hundred it fhall never exceed it, nor be ever af-

terwards reduced lower than eighty, and every coun-
t{ {hall annually fend the number apportioned to it by
1

G 1 Affembly. :
%eﬂ?ne;a No per{o}; fhall be eligible to, or hold a

Geat in the Houle of Reprefentatives of the freemerz;
. _ o

(1 \

,
. ] 1 o i
%2 F

o e

Tk, T £ Sedy A g

T i




?

Conflitution of Frankland. 11
of this commonwealth, unlefs he a&ually refides in,
and poffeffes land in the county to the quantity ofone
hundred Acres, orto the value of fifty Pounds, and
is'of the full age of twenty-one years. And no per-:
fon fhall be eligible or capable to ferve in thisor any

| other office in the civil department of this State, who

is of an immoral charaler, or guilty of fuch flagrant
enormities as drunkennefs, gaming, profane fwear-
ing, lewdnefs, Sabbath-breaking, and fuch like ; or
who will, either in word or writing, deny any of the
following propofitions, wiz.

17, That there is one living and true God, the
Creator and Governor of the univerfe. v
24, That there is a future ftate of rewards and pu~
nifhments.
3d, 'That the fcriptures of the Old and New Tefta-
ments are given by divine infpiration.

474, That there are three divine perfons in the:
Godhead,. co-equal and co-eflential. .
And noperfon fhall be a member of the Houfe of.
Reprefentatives, who holds a lucrative office either
under this or other States ;~7bat is, has a fixed {alary
or fees from the State, or is in a@ual military fervice
and claiming daily pay, or minifter of the goipel, or
attorney at law, or dofor of phyfic.
Sed. 4. Every free male inhabitant of. this
State, of the age of raventy one years, who fhall have
refided in this State fix months immediately precedin%»
the day of eleétion, fhall have a vote in eleting al
officers chofen by the people, in the county where he
refides. -
Ses?. ¢. 'The Houfe of Reprefentatives of this .
commonwealth fhall be filed the General Affembly of
1he Reprefentatives of the Freemen. of Frankland ; and |
fhall have power to choofe their owa Speaker, and all.
other officers, Treafurer,. Secretary of. State, fupe-
rior- Judges, Auditors, members to Congrefs. . They
fhall have power to fit on their own adjournments ; - to
prepare bills, and to enaét them into laws 3 ‘to judge
of the ele@tions of, and qualifications of, their own
' AG. members; :

KA F




12 Conftitution of Frankland..
members : They may expel a member, but not 2 fe~.

cond time for the fame caufe ; they may adminifter-

oathson the examination of witneffes, redrefs grie-
vances, impeach State criminals, grant charters of
incorporation, conflitute towns, cities, boroughs, and
counties, and fhall have all other powers neceflary
for the Liegiflature of a free State or commonwealth.
But they fhall have no power to add, alter, abolifh,
or infringe any part of the Conftitution.

Two thirds of the whole members ele@ed fhall con-
ftitute a Houfe, (and the expence from the appointed .
time *till they make a Houfe, fliall be laid on abfen- |
tees, without reafonable excufe) and hiaving metand,

chofen their Speaker, fhall, each of them, before

they proceed to bufinefs;, take and fubferibe, as well |

the oath of fidelity and allegiance hereafter dire€ted,.
-as the following oath-— :

« I 4. B. do fwear, That, as a member of this

<. Affembly, I willnot propofe or affent to any bill or,

refolution, which fhall appear to me injurious to

abridge the rights and privileges as declared in the
Conftitution of this State ; but will in all things

W ROORC WK R &R

of my judgment and abilities. 8o belp me God.
The doors of the houfe.in which the reprefentatives
of the freemen of this State fhall fit in. General Af-’
fembly fhall be and remain open, for the admifiion of
all perfons who fhall behave decently ; except when
the good of the commonwealth requires them to be
fhut.

‘8¢di. 6. The votes-and proceedings of the General

- Affembly fhall be printed weekly, during their fitting.,

with the Yeas and Nays on any queftion, vote, or re-
folution, (except when the vote is taken by ballot)
when any two members require it 3 _and every memg
ber fhall have a right to .infert the reafons of his
vote upon the Journals, if he defires it.

Sest.

the people, nor do, nor confent to any actor thing,
whatever, that fhall have a tendency to leflen or |

condut myfelf as a faithful honeft Reprefentative
.and guardian of the people, according to the befl”
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Canflitution of Fmﬁii%én'if*g) i :
8edt. 7. That laws, before tk&y are enated, may
be more maturely confidered, an the danger of hafty
and injudicious determinations as much as poffible
prevented, all Bills of a public and general natare
thall be printed for the confideration of the people,
before they are read in General Affembly the laft
time, for debate and amendment ; and, except on
occafions of fudden neceflity, fhail not be pafled into
laws before the next feffion of Aflembly : And, for
the more perfe fatisfaltion of the public, the rea-
fons and motives for making fuch laws fhall be fully -
and clearly exprefled in the preambles.

Set. 8. The fiile of the laws of this commonwealth.
fhall be, Be it enafted, and it is hereby enalted, by the
Reprefentatives of the Freemen of the commonwealth of
Frantland, in General Affembly, and by the authority -
of the Jame. And the General Affembly fhall affix
their Seal to every Bill as foon as it is enacted into a-
law ; which Seal thall be kept by the Affembly, and”
fhiall be called the Seal of the Laws of Frankland, and
fhall not be ufed for any other purpofe.

Seff. 9. As in every free government the people.
have a right of free {uffrage for all officers of govern-,
ment that can be chofen by the people, the freemen
of this State fhall eleét Governor and Counfellors,
Juftices of the peace for each county, and Coroneror.
Coroners, Sheriffs, and all other fuch officers, ex-
cept fuch as the Affembly are empowered to choofe. .

Seit. 10. All the able bodied men in this State fhall’
be trained for its defence, under fuch regulatiouns, re-
ftritions, and exceptions as the General Aflembly
fhall dire@ by law, preferving always to the people,:
from the age of fixteen, the right of ¢hoofing their colo-
nels, and all other officersunder that rank, in fuch man-
ner and as often as fhall be by the fame laws direéted.:

Se#. 11. The Governor of the State fhall be an-
nually chofen by the free fuffrages of the people on
the day of general eleQion for Repreferitatives for
the General Aflembly, and the\&ﬁlﬁﬁg offieers for
each county fhall make a fair return to the Houfe of

Y "Reprefen-



prefenta " the perfons
# number of . tyeach, which the Aflembly fhall
examine, aad the highelt in votes fhall be declared
conflitatiomally elefted ; but no perfonhall be eligi-
ble more tfan three years out of feven, nor hold any

other officeiat the fame time. | .

 Sed. 12. This State fhall be divided into fix grand
divifions, each of which, as in the above mentioned
{e@tion, fhall choofea*Counfellor : And thefe divifi-
ons fhall be thrown info three clafles, numbered 1ft,

2d, and 3d, which fhall change their members in
Council by rotation, begisning with the firft clafs the -

firfk year, after they have ferved one, and the fecond
the fecond year, and fo on forever 5 by which means
fome acquainted with bufinefs will be always in Coun-

cil. And noperfon fhall be eligible more than three:

years in fevexé: nor fhall hold any other office in the
State. = :

Sec?. 13. The Governor and Council fhall meet
annually at thé fame time and place with the General

Affembly : The Governor, or, in his abfence, the-

Lieutenant Governor, who thall be one of their num-
ber chofen by the reft, with the Council, {iwo thirds
of whom fhall make a board) fhall have power to cor-

refpond with other States: to tranfaét bufinefs with-
the officers of: government, civil and military ; to.

prepare fuch bufinefs as may appear t0 them neceflary
+o be laid before the General Aflembly : They fhall
alfo have power to grant pardons and remit fines, in.
all cafes whatfoever; except in cafe of murder, im-
?eachmenn, and treafon, which they may reprieve.
till the end of the ne. feffion of Aflembly; but
there fhall be no mitigat on of punifiment on ime-
peachment, unlefs by act of the Legiflature : They
are to take care that the Jaws be faithfully executed 3

to expedite the execution of fach meafures as may be-
by the General Aflembly : They may.

refolve%m& §

ary for fuch fums as fhall be ap-
¢ Houle of Reprefentatives-—-they

s S
W et

Laalar

ay embargoes, . or prohibit the exporzatic;r; ’
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Conftitution of Franklands. \’ 5
of any commodity for any time not exceeding thirty
days,-in the recefs of the General Aflembly.only :—
‘They may grat licences, as the laws fhall direét, and
fhall have power to conveen the Houfe of Reprefenta-
tives, when neceffary, before the day to which they
were adjourned. The Governor fhall be commander
in chief of the forces of the State; but fhall not.
command in perfon, except advifed thereto by the
Council, and then only fo long as they fhall approve
of. The Governor and Council fhall have a Secreta~:
ry, and keep fair books of their proceedings, wherein
any Counfellor may enter his diffent, with his rea--
fons in. fupport of it..

Se. 14. All commiflions and grants fhall be in the
name and by the authority of the freemen of the com-
monwealth of Frankland, fealed with the State Seal,
figned by the Governor, or, in his abfence, the Lieu-
tenant-Governor, and attefted by the Secretary ;—-
which Seal fhall be kept by the Council.

Ses. 15. No Juflice of the peace fhall receive any
fee, gratuity, or reward for his fervicesasa Juftice &
Butall other officers of this State fhall be allowed as
moderate fees or falaries as poflible, to.be an adequate
compenfation for their fervices. And if any officer
fhall take other or greater fees than the laws allow, it
fhall ever afterwards difqualify him to hold any office
in this States W

Se. 16. Every officer of government fhall be li-
able to be impeached by the General Aflembly, or
_prefented by the grand jury of any of the fupe-

Hior. COUSty.. CiThes s ofice, esailva 188 TCAENALION
or remova;i, im‘ mal-adminiftration.. All impeach-

ments fhall be before a temporary court, compofed of-
the Governoror Licutenant- Governor, and twomem-
bers of the Council tu be chefen by the Council ; the
three fenior judges of the Supreme Court, and three
members of the General Aflembly to be chofen by the
‘Affembly, whe fhall, or any five of them; hear and
determine the fame, ; : o i
{1 Sedze
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216§ Conftitution of Frankland.
Sect, 1y. Fhe Treafurer of State fhall be annually:
appointed, dnd no perfon eligible more than three:

years fucceflively. ‘The Secretary of State, Attorney
G_eneral, Auditors, and fuch like officers, thall be-
~ triennally ; butremovable for mifcondu&. And any

officer, reprefentative in General Aflembly, or inthe

Congrefs of the United States, who is conviéted of a
fecond viclation of any part of this Conftitution, fhall

be for ever afterwards difqualified to hold any place
or office in this State.

Sez. 18. That in every cafe, where any officer,

the right of whofe appointment is, by this Conftitu--

tion, vefted in the General Affembly, fhall, during:

their recefs, die, or his office, by other means, be-
come vacant, the Governor fhall have power; with
the advice of the Council of State, to fill up fuch

vacancy, by granting a temporary commifiion, which-

fhall expire at the end of the next fefion of Affembly.

Seit. 19, That no Treafurer, unti! he fhall have
finally fettled his accounts with the public, and paid
the money :remaining in his hand to the fucceeding:
T'reafurer, nor any perfon who heretofore has been,
or hereafter may be, a Receiver of public monies un-.
der this or any other State, until he has fully ac~
counted for and paid inte the: treafury all monies for
which he may accountable and liable, fhall have a
feat in the General Aflembly, or be eligible to any
civil office in this State.

Set. z0. The freemen of each county fhall, for

the purpofe of eafe, juftice and conveniency in hold«
Mg CleQUui; wmdt cilins fuhliec ol hedioidad in
to diftri€ts, as near one hundred in each aslocal cir-
cumitances will admit.

Sed?. 21. The freemen of each diftriét fhall meet

upon the fecond Tuefday of February forever, and -

at their firft meeting ele&t three of their own mem-
bers, who fhall be called Regifters, and who. fhall
keep a.fair alphabetical roll of the freemen of their

diftriet. Any two of them agreeing, or upon.advice .

of any five freemen, fhall have power to affemble the

freemen -
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. Sedf. 22. Thateletions may be free, and corp-
tion prevented as much as poflible, the Regifters

Conflituiion of Frankland. 272

freemen. of their diftri&t to confult for the common
good, give inftrultions to their Reprefentatives, cr to,
apply tothe Legiflature for redrefsof grievances by ad~

refs, petition, or remonfirance : They fhall prefide in
all civil diftrict ele@ions, fhall meet twice, or oftener,
in the year, to deliberate upon and prepare to lay be-

fore the people fuch matters as may. be neceflary for

them to confider. And, to keep up a rotation of the
members, the perfon who fhall have feweft votes at the
firflt eleion, fhall continue in office one year, the fe-
cond two, and the higheft three. And no Rerifter
fhall be eligible for two years after he has fersld bt

each diftri& fhall fummon the freemen of their il

trict to meet at fome convenient place, wpon the firft

Tuefday of March forever, where they fhall elet, by
ballot; all the officers for their diftriét, which thall be

hereafter directed, and the number of perfons, i.dif

criminately, out of the county, appointed to repre-
fent it in the General Affembly, in the following man-
ner—The fenior Regifter fhall call each freeman by

name, in the order of the roll, who fhall give his

ticketor tickets to the fecond Regifler, and the hig}i-‘

eft invotes for diftri@t officers fhal1 then be declared

conflitutionally elefted ; but the names of the per-
fons to reprefent the county in General Affembly, and
their refpe@tive numbers of votes, fhall, by one of the
Regifters, be laid befire 2 meeting of one from each
diftri@k, withi: . a d. < after the ele@tion,~~and when

all are examineq, the higheft in votes fhallbe declared >
conftitutionally elefted, and certified by the famg_&e-éjf‘?% Al
gifter. Nofreeman thall have, in this commorvwéa]th,v i

more than annual vote for any officer of government,
and the Legiflature hereafter to be appointed fhall,
from time to time, ena& and keep in force fuch laws
as may appear neceffary to prevent and remedy every
fpecies of corruption, and to oblige freemen to attend
ypon eleCions,

: Ses2.
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i8 Confiirution of Frankland.

Seft. 23. Juftices of the peace fhall be eleted for

each county, tenor more, by the freemen, as fhall,

; by the General Affembly, be thought neceflary for
. each, of thofe refiding within the fame, and gualified
. 43 mentioned in Se? 3. who fhall be commiflioned,
+ " during good behaviour, by the Governor or Lieute-
aant. Governor in Council: And no Juftice of the
peace, or any other commiflioned officer, fhall hold
his commiflion who mifbehaves, or is found guilty of
f"u'ch things as difqualify ; nor fhall any one be chofen

i ‘«'nqﬁfnot 2 {cholar to do the bufinefs, nor, unlefs ac-
aainted with the laws of the country in fome meafure,
out particalarly with every article of the Conftitution.
f262, 24. To prevent the civil power ufurping fpi-

a2l fupremacy, the eftablifhing of profeflions, de-
.ominations, or fefts of religion, or patronizing ec-
clefiaftical hierarchies and dignitaries, alfo to fecure

- zeligious liberty and therights of confcience for ever
inviclate,~every citizen of this commonwealth fhall
forever have full and free liberty to join himfelf to any
fociety of Chriftians he may judge moft for his edifi--
cation, and fhall experience no civilor legaldifadvan-
tage for his fo doing : And every fociety or congre-
gation fhall have full liberty, without any reftraint:
from law, to choofe any minifter they think beit fuited
for their Chriftian inftru€ion, and to fupport him as
they think beft : And every fuch fociety or congrega-
tion fhall have full right to hold all lands given to, or-
purchafed by, them, for the ufe of their fociety, or-
auy other property they may poflefs for religious pur-.
pofes : And the fociety, or any defcription of men.
-~ chofen by them, with power to a& in their name, fhall
havé pawer to receive, or to make and execute deeds,

‘and enterinto fuchother fpecialtiesas the fociety may

direét them o make ; and fhall have fiull power, by

their agent, treafurer, or colleétor; to r‘eceive, reco-

ver and retain all property and money jultly due to-

them, in as full 4 manner as any other colle&or or a-

gent in this commonwealth. And the future Legifla-~

ture of ‘this State thall have no power 10 makelany
aW»‘
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Confpitution of Frantland. £
faw, at, or refolve whatfoever refpe@ting religionos
the fpiritual fervice we owe to God ; but fhall confine
themfelves wholly to matters purely civil.

Se&t. z5. Laws for the encouraging of virtue, and -

preventing and fupprefling of vice and immorality,
fhall be made and conftantly kept in force, and pro-
vifion fhall be made for their due execution. :

Sec?. 26. That no perfon in the State fhall hold
more than one lucrative office at any one time, pro-
vided that no appointment in the militia, or the of-
fice of a Juftice of the peace, fhall be confidered as
a lucrative office.

Seft. 27, All writs fhall run in the name of the
State of Frankland, and bear teft, and be figned by

the clerks of the refpective courts. Indiftments tha’

conclude, again/t the peace and dignity of the State. |
Sec. 28. That the delegates of this State to the
Continental Congrefs, while neceffary, fhall be cho.
fen annually by the General Affembly, by ballot,
but may be fuperfeded, in the mean time, inthefame
manner ; and no perfon fhall be ele@ted to ferve in
that capacity for more than three years fucceffively.
Sec?. 2g. A Sheriff and Coroner fhall be annually
elefted, ontheday, and in the manner, for eleéting
Reprefentatives in General Affembly, who fhall be
commiffioned as before mentioned ; and no perfon
fhall be eligible more than two years out of five.—
Alfo Commiflioners, Afleflors, Overfeers of the poor,
Surveyors of roads, and all fuch officers as each dif-
triét may require, at the fame time and in fuch num-
ber as in future may appear neceflary to the Le-
giflature. : 52
Sect. 30. That the perfon of a debtor, where there
is not a ftrong prefumption of fraud, fhall not be
continued in prifon, after delivering up, bona fide,
all his eftate, real and perfonal, for the ufe of his
creditors, in fuch manner as fhall be hereafter regu-
lated by law. All prifoners fhall besbailableéby fuf-

ficient fureties, unlefs for capital offences, where the.

proof is evident or the prefumption great.
Setts 31s.
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Sef?. 31, That every foreigner, who comes to fet-
tle in this State, having firft taken an oath of allegi-
ance to the fame, may purchafe, or, by other juft
means, acquire, hold, and transfer land or other real
eftate, and, after one year’s refidence, fhall be deemed
a free citizen, { ;

Set. 32. All kinds of nfeful learning fhall be en-
conraged by this commonwealth, zbat is 10 fay, the
future Legiflature fhall ere@, before the year feven-
teen hundred and eighty-feven, one Univerfity, which
thall be near the centre of this State, and not in acity
or town : And, for endowing th: fame, there fhall
be appropriated fuch lands as may be judged neceffary,
one fourth of all the monies arifing from the furveys

of land hereafter to be made, one halfpenny upon

wvery pound of infpe@ed indigo, that fhall be carried
et of the State, by land or water; threepence upon
gvery barrel of flour, and one fhilling on every hog-
fhead of tobacco, forever.®  And, if the fund thence
arifing thall be found infufficient, theLegiflature thall
provide for fuch additions as may be neceflary. And
if experience fhall make it appear to be ufeful to the
intereft of learning in this State, a Grammar School
fnall be ereéted in each county, and fuch fums paid
by the public as thall enable the traftees to employ a
mafter or mafters of approved morals and abilities.

Seét. 33. 'That no purchafe of lands fhall be made
of the Indian natives, but on behalf of the public,
by authority of the General Aflembly.

Sef. 34. That the future Legiflature of this State,

fhall regulate entails in fuch a manner as to prevent
perpetuities, . :
" 82, 35. That the Declaration of Rights is here-
by declarvd to be a part of the Conftitution of this
State, and cught never to be violated, onany pre-
tence whatfoever. ;

Set. 36. No tax, cuftom or contribution fhall be
impafed,"‘g‘pon,_ror paid by, the people of this State,
nor any gppropriation of public monies made by the
Legifla-

# Diffented to, as is mentioned in the Preface.
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8¢z, 41. The Legiflature hereafter to be cholen
fhall provide that marriages, in this commonwealth,
be regularly and folemnly celebrated, between one
man and one woman, before frec and fingle.

Sedt. 42. That this Conftitution may be the better
nderftood by the citizens of this commonwealth, and
be more effetually kept inviolate to the lateft ages,
the future Legiflatare fhall employ fome perfon or
gerfons, at the public expence, to draw it out into a
famiiiar catechetical form, and the Regifters fhall
tzke care that it be taught in 21l the fchools within
their refpeétive diftridts ; and fhall further provide,

. hat afufficient number of the Conititation be printed,
shat each citizen may have one, as the inviolable
charter of his privileges.

Sedt. 43. The fature Legiflature thall choofe and

" keepa chaplain during their feflion, if to be obtained,
~ znd fhall annually invite fome minifter of the gofpel
" toopen their firft feffion, after the annual election,
with a {fermon.

Se&. 44. The privileges and benefit of the writ of
Habeas Corpus fhall beenjoyed in this commonwealth,
in the moft free, eafy, cheap, expeditious and ample
smanner, and fhall not be .fgfpended by the Legifla-
ture, except upon the moft urgent and prefling occa-
fions, and for a limited time, not exceeding twelve
months : And, in all cafes, every perfon fhall enjoy
the liberty of being heard by himfelf and his Counfel.

Sedt. 45h. In .order that the freedom of this com-
sonwealth may be preferved inviolate forever, there
fhall be chofen by the free fuffirage of the freemen of
this State, onthe day of in the year
one thoufand feven hundred and ninety, and iu every
fucceeding fifth year forever, ‘twenty-four freeholders,
two thirds of which fhall conftitute 2 board in every
cafe, and known by the name of 2 Council of Saftiys
and fhall meet on the day of ;
next enfuing their eleétion, who, during one year
after faid day, fhall have full power, and their duty
#hall be, to enquire whether the Conititution has been
i ' i preferved

i
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preferved inviolate in every part; whether the Le-
giflative, Executive, [udiciary and Military branches
of government, and publicfervants, have faithfully per-

formed their feveral duties, ether they have af-
fumed to themfelves, orexercifed, Brwager or other pow-
ers than they are entitled to by this itution, or

negle&ed to exercife thofe with which theywere inveft-
ed. They are to enquire whether the pubjic taxes
have been juftly laid and colleted in every partjof this
commonwealth ; in what manner the public§poney
and property have been difpofed of ; and w
the laws have been duly exercifed : For thefe t
fhall have power to fend for papers and recogds
recommend impeachments, and the repealing
laws as fhalltappear contraty to the principles of Y&
Contftitution ; they fhall fix and regulate the falaries
and fees of all civil officers : And no other powers
fhall they be invefted with, or attempt to exercife,
And no perfon fhall be eligible as a member of this
Council, who has held any civil office, (except a
Juftice of the peace and fubaltern in the militia) for
the fpace of twe immediately preceding years, nor
fhall he hold any other office in government, whilft he
is a member of Council.

Ses?. 46. Eftates fhall not be entailed ; and when
a perfon dies inteftate, his or her eftate fhall be equally
divided among their children, confidering the part
every child begore received in his or her proportion :
the widow fhall have a child’s fhare, or her dower, at
her option. All other inteftates eftates, as may be
direfted by the future Legiflature.

Set. 47. This form of government fhall be en-
rolled on parchment, and be depofited in the Secre-
tzlx"s office, and be a part of the laws of the land ;
and printed copies thereof fhall be prefixed to the
book containing the laws of the commonwealth, in
all fature editions of the faid laws.

A true copy from the Original,
Attefied per Francis AcRamsey, clerk.
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