
Introduction:			The	goal	of	this	lesson	is	to	teach	students	how	to	closely	examine	primary	sources	in	
order	to	learn	about	and	understand	the	contributions	made	to	abolish	slavery.	This	lesson	looks	at	abo-
litionist	newspapers,	The	Emancipator	and	The	Liberator,	as	well	as	people	such	as	Frances	Wright,	Har-
riet	Tubman,	and	Frederick	Douglass.		

Guiding	Question(s):					
 How	are	The	Emancipator	and	The	Liberator	alike?	Different?	Which	of	

these	two	publications	do	you	think	was	more	effective?	

 How	did	people	like	Harriet	Tubman,	John	Brown,	Elihu	Embree,	William	
Lloyd	Garrison,	and	Frances		Wright	contribute	to	the	abolitionist			
movement?	

 Which	person’s	method	was	more	successful?	Why	do	you	think	that?	

Learning	Objectives:	In	the	course	of	the	lesson,	students	will		
 Understand	the	effect	people	like	Harriet	Tubman,	Frederick	Douglass,	

Elihu	Embree	and	others	had	on	the	abolitionist	movement.	

 Understand	the	different	methods	of	protest	like	armed	resistance,	the	
creation	of	abolitionist	newspapers,	the	writing	of	novels,	and	the	devel-
opment	of	the	Underground	Railroad.	

Curriculum	Standards:		

8.66	Analyze	the	impact	of	the	various	leaders	of	the	abolitionist	movement,	including	John	Brown	and	
armed	resistance;	Harriet	Tubman	and	the	Underground	Railroad;	William	Lloyd	Garrison	and	The	Lib-
erator;	Frederick	Douglass	and	the	Slave	Narratives;	and	Harriet	Beecher	Stowe’s	Uncle	Tom’s	Cabin,	
Virginia	Hill	and	Free	Hill,	Tennessee;	Frances	Wright	and	Nashoba	Commune;	and	Elihu	Embree’	s	The	
Emancipator.	(C,	E,	H,	P,	TN)		

8.W.1	Write	arguments	to	support	claims	with	clear	reasons	and	relevant	evidence.		

Materials	Needed:		
 Copies	of	The	Liberator		(provided	by	fair-use.org)	

 Copies	of		The	Emancipator	(included)	

 Printed	copies	of	the	linked	primary	sources	in	this	lesson	plan	

 A-B-C	chart		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Page	1	of	4	

Topic:	Tennesseans	in	the	Abolitionist	Movement	
Lesson	plans	for	primary	sources	at	the	Tennessee	State	Library	&	Archives	

Author:		Gena	Henderson	

Grade	Level:		8th	Grade	

Date	Created:		July	2016	

Visit	http://sos.tn.gov/tsla/education	for	additional	lesson	plans.			
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Background:		

 Frederick	Douglass/John	Brown	video	(2:24)		

 Abolition	Movement							Source	Location:	Student	Resources	in	Context	

 Frederick	Douglass										Source	Location:	Biography		

 John	Brown	 										Source	Location:	Biography	

 Harriet	Tubman	 										Source	Location:		Biography	

 Harriet	Beecher	Stowe				Source	Location:	Biography	

 William	Lloyd	Garrison			Source	Location:	Biography	

 Elihu	Embree	 										Author:	Durwood	Dunn								Source	Location:	The	Tennessee	Encyclopedia	
of	History	&	Culture		

 Frances	Wright																	Author:	Anita	S.	Goodstein			Source	Location:	The	Tennessee	Encyclopedia	
of	History	&	Culture	

 Free	Hill				 																								Author:	Wali	R.	Kharif	 					Source	Location:	The	Tennessee	Encyclopedia	
of	History	&	Culture	

	

Lesson	Activities:		

Bellringer	Activity:	

Give	the	students	the	A-B-C	chart	with	key	names	and	concepts	from	this	
standard,	like	Elihu	Embree,	abolition,	slavery,	utopia,	Frederick	Douglass,	
Harriet	Tubman,		Underground	Railroad,	etc.	Have	them	ϐill	out	what	they	
know	on	the	chart.	Have	them	continue	to	add	to	the	chart	as	the	class	moves	
through	the	lesson.	

Activity	1:	The	Emancipator	and	The	Liberator	

 Give	a	brief	overview	of	Elihu	Embree,	William	Lloyd	Garrison,	and	their	
newspapers.	

 Pass	out	copies	of	The	Emancipator	and	The	Liberator	to	each	student	to	quickly	scan.	Tell	them	to	
write	down	similarities	and	differences	between	the	two	publications.	Afterwards,	have	them	turn	
and	talk	with	a	partner	to	discuss	their	answers.	

 Remind	the	class	that	The	Emancipator	was	published	for	less	than	a	year	due	to	Embree’s	death.	
Have	the	students	work	in	small	groups	to	pick	a	name	for	their	own	abolitionist	newspaper	and	
write	an	article	that	would	have	appeared	in	that	publication.		When	they	are	ϐinished	have	them	
share	their	newspaper	article	with	the	whole	class.	
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Activity	2:	Primary	Source	Activity	

Give	each	student	one	of	the	primary	sources	and	the	corresponding	worksheet.	 	

 Lithograph	of	Harriet	Tubman	and	worksheet 

 Ratiϐication	ticket	and	worksheet	

 “En	route	for	Harper’s	Ferry”	drawing	and	worksheet	

 “John	Brown—	the	martyr”	photograph	and	worksheet	

 Photograph	of	Harriet	Beecher	Stowe	and	worksheet	

 Photograph	of	Frederick	Douglass	and	worksheet	

 “Practical	Illustration	of	the	Fugitive	Slave	Act,	1850”	political	cartoon	and	worksheet	

	

Lesson	Activities	Continued:	Activity	3	

 For	this	activity,	have	the	students	pick	a	person	from	the	following:	Frederick	Douglass,	Virginia	
Hill,	Frances	Wright,	John	Brown,	William	Lloyd	Garrison,	Elihu	Embree,	Harriet	Beecher	Stowe,	or	
Harriet	Tubman.	They	can	do	this	activity	independently	or	in	small	groups.	

 Have	them	research	their	person	and	that	person’s	method	of	achieving	abolition,	paying	special	at-
tention	to	the	consequences	of	their	actions,	the	effectiveness	of	their	movements,	etc.		
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 Students	can	use	the	resources	listed	under	“Background	“or	any	of	these	suggested	sites/pages:	

	 John	Brown		 																	Source	Location:	The	Library	of	Congress	American	Memory	

	 William	Lloyd	Garrison		Source	Location:	Student	Resources	in	Context	

	 The	Liberator	 	 		Source	Location:	Student	Resources	in	Context	

	 Harriet	Tubman															Source	Location:		Student	Resources	in	Context	

	 Harriet	Beecher	Stowe			Source	Location:	Student	Resources	in	Context	

	 Uncle	Tom’s	Cabin											Source	Location:	The	Library	of	Congress	American	Memory		

	 Frederick	Douglass									Source	Location:	The	Library	of	Congress	American	Memory	

	 Frederick	Douglass									Source	Location:	Student	Resources	in	Context	

	 Frances	Wright	 		Source	Location:	Student	Resources	in	Context	

	

 When	they	are	ϐinished	have	them	present	to	the	class	as	that	person.	(e.g.:	“I	am	John	Brown	and	my	
method	of	armed	resistance	was	the	most	effective	means	of								
abolition	because…”)	

	

Extending	the	Lesson:		

Exit	ticket:	Have	the	students	write	whose	method	for	abolition	
they	would	have	followed.	
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A–	Abolition	 B-John	Brown	 C-Commune	 D–	Frederick	Douglass	

E-Elihu	Embree	 F-	Free	Hill,	TN	 G-William	Lloyd	Garri-
son	

H–	Harper’s	Ferry	

	

I-	“Immediate	Emanci-
pation”	

J	 K-	Kansas-Nebraska	Act	
of	1854	

	

L–	The	Liberator	

M–	Manumission		 N-Nashoba	 O	 P	

Q	 R–	Raid	 S–	Slavery	 T–	Harriet	Tubman	

U-Underground	Rail-
road	

V	 W–	Frances	Wright	 XYZ	

	 A‐B‐C	Chart–	Key	words,	phrases,	and	people	
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