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tho proplo Lo vosume the Duilding and hring the
tomplo to a stnto of complotion. In thig the
prophots wero suecosaful,, Thoso two prophe-
eivs shoull be rond in eonteetion with tho flvsl
wix chuptors of the book of lzrw T'his book
consintn of five gonornl divikiona:

L. Introduetion, & 1-10, 2. Tho nine visions
——the horse und rider, four horas symbolic of
uinprusniun, mun with the monsuring ling, the
high priest, Joshun and Satan, goldon lnmp fod
from tho two olive trees signiffeant of the ro-
stored Jewish Church supported by the Spirit
of God, u flying roll, n woman in an aphah, the
four ehariots, and the lust, which is more prop-
erly an orncle, the placing of the crown upon
tho head of Joshua. 3. The four oracles de-
livered in the fourth year of Darius. 4. The
future fortunes of Judah, viii-xi. 5. Messianie

prophecies, xii-xiv. The smitten shepherd; the
advent of the royal Messigh; Ilis glorious
reign. One of the greatest Messianic prophe-
cies in the Old Testament,

MALACHL

The last of the prophets, eontemporancous
with Neheminh the last of the Old Testament
historians. The name Malachi signifies ‘‘my
angel.’’ The word angel means messenger.
Since the prophets are spoken of as messengers
of Jehovah, it is supposed by some that Mala-
¢hi is not o proper name, but 2 general title
deseriptive of this character. The message of
Malachi is in line with the reforms of Nehe
minh, The nbuses set forth in the book of
Nehemiah aro dealt with by the prophet. In
this connection, and to grasp more eleurly tho
eloso connoction between Neheminh and Mala-
¢li, comparo Noh, xiil. 23-31, with Mal. ii, 11
¢4 But hiy object a8 u prophet was to foretell
tho coming of our Lord, tho Messenger of the
covenunt, the Sun of Righteousncss, and his
forerunnor, John the Baptist, As the spirit of
prophecy wag now to cense, the Mossinh having
Lecu elenrly and progressively made known to
the Jews by a long suceession of prophets move
and moro distinet in their predietions, Malachi
“with peculiar solemnity concludes his mission,
seals up the volume of propheey by a deserip-
tion of a prophet, which is applied in the New
Testament to Him with an aceount of whom
the evangelists begin their gospel history.??

The book falls into three parts: 1. Judah '3
trontment of God and His institutions, i-ii. 10.
. (1) Israel’s ingratitude io God for all His
mereiful dealings with the nation. (2) Their
impious and worthless offerings upon the altar,
lack of sincerity and zeal in spiritual things.
(3) The priests reproved. They failed to main-
tain the covenant. 2. Defections bearing upon
inter-marrying with the heathen denounced, ii.
11-17. The prophet labors in full cooperation
with Nehemiah in dealing with these abuses.
3. The Old Testament closes with prophecies of
the Mossiah, his person, work and forerunner,
jli-iv. (1) Messiah’s forerunmer. This wag

fulfilled in John the Baptist. (2) Coming and
e A Araaainth thn Mossenoer of the cove

ot

BOOKS OF TILS BIBLL

Almost al tho opening of the O Testument iy
pivon the firsl wnnouneemoent ol the Redoomor,
Throvghout the conturies hiy porson and work
aro conrly sob forth, And now Lhe ust word
of tho ONd Pestament 18w dt‘H(«l‘i])l‘iull of the

Mossinh, who will yob turry for four hundrwd
yewrs, The Old Tustnment iy Chrigto-contrie,
MATTILIW,

Why wo have Four Gospols and not simpl
one or two is ovident from tho design of cuu“;
Gospol. They were written for ~difforont
classes, and hence their eharacteristies are en-
tirely differont. Matthew’s Gospel would not
unswer the purposes of the other Gospels, just
as they would not meet the needs of tfxc Gospel
of Matthew. For this reason, while there is u
cortain value in a Harmony of the Gospels, it
is much more important that they be studied
and understood from the standpoint of their
characteristics. The same thing reported by
two or more of the Gospels might have a dif-
ferent application in each case aceording to the
essential character and design of ench.

According to Mark, Matthew was the son of
Alphmus (Mk. ii. 14). He was a_collectorof
customs under the Roman government and it
may be e ield Wig appointment ‘at Capernaum.
He was one of the apostles. His work brought
Jim into close dealings with men and he would
not be likely to be casily duped. )

Papias speuks of a work writlen by Matthew
in Hebrew, by which would be meant Aramaie,
u colleetion of suyings of our Lord. Jerome
declares that the Iebrew Gospel of Matthow
was preserved in the library at Cwsarew. By
both external and internal proofs the genuine
ness of Matthew’s Gospel is well estublished,
a8 mueh so us any work of classical antiquity.
Th was in use among Christinns at an ourly duy,
aud at tho end of the fivst century the upostelic
Pathors nccepted it as having canonical wu-
thority,

According to tho early Fathors it was writ-
ton for Jewish readers, None of the other
evangelista quotes so largely from the O1d Tes-
tument. Jewish rites and expressions are not
explained by Matthew as is done by Mark and
John. Tt is evident from the book itself that
it wag written for the Jews. Setting forth
Christ as the promised Megsiah of the Old
Testument, the Sermon on the Mount shows the
relation in which he stood to that covenunt.
This sermon, as reported by Matthew, gives
completencss of arrangement and unity that

ives it n distinetive place among all tho other

iscourses. .

We can understand why he, in writing for
the Jew with a view to cstahfishing the Mes-
giunic claims of Jesus, should give the royal
and covenant descent of our Lord by tracing
his gencalogy to David and Abraham; while
Luke, whose design was entirely different,
traced it to Seth and Adam.

Respocting the date of Matthew's Gospel,
Clemens and Origen place it before the others.
Treneeus does likewise, but assigns a much later
date, while DeWette zulmi'csz1 tht it was writt%n
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