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(Place substance of rules and other info here. Statutory authority must be given for each rule change. For 
information on formatting rules go to 
http://sos.tn.gov/sites/default/files/forms/Rulemaking Guidelines August2014.pdf) 

Rule 0455-01-01-.04 is amended to read as follows: 

0455-01-01-.04 USE OF FORMS. 

Applications and forms shall be made on the prescribed forms approved by the Board. Copies of instructions and 
forms are available from the Board of Court Reporting. 

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 20-9-605, 20-9-607, 20-9-609, 20-9-610, 20-9-613, and 20-9-614. 

Rule 0455-01-01-.05 is amended by amending paragraphs (1), (3), and (4) and deleting paragraph (5), so as to 
read as follows: 

0455-01-01-.05 MAINTENANCE AND INSPECTION OF BOARD RECORDS. 

(1) The Board shall maintain its records in accordance with the Tennessee Public Records law, T.C.A. 
Title 10, Chapter 7. 

(2) Public records maintained by the Board shall be subject to public disclosure pursuant to the 
Tennessee Public Meetings law, T.C.A. Title 8, Chapter 44 and the Tennessee Public Records law, 
T.C.A. Title 10, Chapter 7. 

(3) Upon request to the Executive Director of the Board, public records maintained by the Board shall be 
available for inspection and duplication at the Board of Court Reporting during regular business hours. 
The inspection and duplication of public records shall be under the supervision of the Executive Director 
of the Board or his/her designee. 

(4) Any person wishing to obtain copies of public records shall submit a written request to the Board of 
Court Reporting. Copies will be supplied upon payment of costs based on the most current version of the 
Schedule of Reasonable Charges issued by the Office of Open Records Counsel. 

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 20-9-604, 20-9-605, and 20-9-607. 

Rule 0455-01-02-.03 is amended by amending paragraph (1) and deleting paragraph (2), so as to read as follows: 

0455-01-02-.03 VERIFICATION OF TENNESSEE LICENSE. 

Verification of licensure will be available through the Board's website. 

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 20-9-604, 20-9-605, and 20-9-607. 

Rule 0455-01-02-.04 is amended deleting paragraph (7), so as to read as follows: 

0455-01-02-.04 FEES. 

(1) Fees and civil penalties are not refundable. 

(2) Fees are payable by certified check, cashier's check, corporate or business check, money order, 
personal check or electronic means. 

(a) Counter checks are not an acceptable method of payment. Personal checks shall be imprinted 
with the name, address and account number of the applicant or licensee. 

(b) Personal checks by third parties are not acceptable. 

(c) Applicants or licensees who submit personal checks returned due to insufficient funds may be 
prohibited from paying any future fees or civil penalties by personal check. 
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(d) Statutory charges for returned checks shall be paid by the applicant or licensee, along with 
any penalties and fees authorized pursuant to T.C.A. Title 47, Chapter 29. 

(3) Civil penalties are payable by certified check, cashier's check, corporate or business check, money 
order or electronic means. 

(4) Payment, regardless of method, that is not honored by the financial institution may result in 
disciplinary action and/or reporting to the appropriate legal authorities for possible prosecution. 

(5) A license may not be issued until funds are received by the Board. 
(6) Standard Fee Schedule Amount 

(a) License Fee ..................................................... $200 

(b) Application Fee ................................................ $50 

(c) Renewal Fee ................................................... $200 

(d) Late Renewal Fee ............................................ $20 per month, or portion thereof, up to six 
(6) months 

(e) Temporary License Fee ..................................... $50 

(f) Temporary License Renewal Fee ......................... $50 

(g) Reinstatement Fee ........................................... $350 

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 20-9-605, 20-9-607, 20-9-610, 20-9-611, 20-9-612, and 20-9-614. 

Rule 0455-01-03-.01 is amended by deleting the text of the rule in its entirety and substituting instead the 
following, so the rule, as amended, shall read: 

0455-01-03-.01 TEMPORARY LICENSURE. 

Any person who provides to the board satisfactory proof of graduation from a court reporting program or its 
equivalent shall, upon application to the board on forms approved by the board and payment of a fee in an 
amount determined by the board, be issued a temporary license to practice as a court reporter. This temporary 
license shall expire sixty (60) days following the date upon which the next board-approved examination for 
licensure is given. Up to three (3) additional temporary licenses may be granted upon sufficient proof of good 
cause for issuance. 

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 20-9-605, 20-9-607, 20-9-609, 20-9-612, and 20-9-614. 

Rule 0455-01-03-.02 is amended by deleting the text of the rule in its entirety and substituting instead the 
following, so the rule, as amended, shall read: 

0455-01-03-.02 APPLICATiON FOR LICENSURE - STANDARD PROCESS. 

(1) Any person may submit an application to be licensed as a court reporter. The application shall 
include: 

(a) Proof of passage of the National Court Reporters Association registered professional reporter 
examination, the National Verbatim Reporters Association certified verbatim reporter 
examination, or the American Association of Electronic Reporters and Transcribers certified 
electronic court reporter examination. 

(b) Applications for licensure shall be signed and sworn by the applicants and submitted on forms 
furnished by the Board. 
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(c) Payment of licensure fee. 

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 20-9-605, 20-9-607, and 20-9-609. 

Rule 0455-01-03-.03 is amended by deleting the text of the rule in its entirety and substituting instead the 
following, so the rule, as amended, shall read: 

0455-01-03-.03 RENEWAL. 

(1) A newly issued court reporter license in Tennessee shall be valid for two (2) years or for other such 
period of time authorized by T.C.A. § 20-9-611. The holder of the license may renew such license during 
the 60 days preceding the expiration date thereof by paying the required fee and completion of the 
application for renewal. 

(2) It is the responsibility of each licensee to notify the Board of any change of address within thirty (30) 
days. Failure to receive a renewal form from the Board shall not constitute an excuse for failure to renew 
licensure. 

(3) Late renewal applications may be received following expiration of license with the required fees. No 
late renewal will be granted if a completed application is not received by the Board within six (6) months 
of the expiration of the license. After six (6) months following the expiration of the license, the applicant 
must apply for a new license. 

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 20-9-605, 20-9-607, 20-9-609, 20-9-611, and 20-9-612. 

Rule 0455-01-03-.04 is amended by deleting the text of the rule in its entirety and substituting instead the 
following, so the rule, as amended, shall read: 

0455-01-03-.04 MILITARY APPLICANTS 

(1) An applicant for licensure meeting the requirements ofT.C.A. § 4-3-1304(d)(1) may: 

(a) Be issued a license upon application and payment of all fees required for the issuance of such 
license, if, in the opinion of the Board, the requirements for licensure satisfied by the applicant in 
another state are substantially equivalent to that required in Tennessee; or 

(b) Be issued a temporary permit as described herein if the Board determines that the applicant's 
license does not meet the requirements for substantial equivalency, but that the applicant could 
perform additional acts, including - but not limited to - education, training, or experience, in order 
to meet the requirements for the license to be substantially equivalent. The Board may issue a 
temporary permit upon application and payment of all fees required for issuance of a regular 
license of the same type, which shall allow such person to perform services as if fully licensed for 
a set period of time that is determined to be sufficient by the Board for the applicant to complete 
such requirements. 
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1. After completing those additional requirements and providing the Board with sufficient 
proof thereof as may be required, a full license shall be issued to the applicant with an 
issuance date of the original issuance of the temporary permit and an expiration date as if 
the full license had been issued at that time. 

2. A temporary permit shall be issued for a period no longer than the length of a renewal 
cycle for a full license of the same type. 

3. A temporary permit shall expire upon the date set by the Board and shall not be 
subject to renewal except through the completion of the requirements for substantial 
equivalency as required by the Board or by an extension of time granted for good cause 
by the Board. 

4. Should an extension to a temporary permit cause the permit to be in effect longer than 
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the renewal cycle of a full license, then the holder of the temporary permit shall file a 
renewal application with such documentation and fees, including completion of continuing 
education, as are required by the Board for all other renewals of a full license of the same 
type. 

(2) Military education, training, or experience completed by a person described at T.C.A. § 4-3-
1304(d)(1 )(B)(ii)(a)-(c) shall be accepted toward the qualifications, in whole or in part, to receive any 
license issued by the Board if such military education, training, or experience is determined by the Board 
to be substantially equivalent to the education, training, or experience required for the issuance of such 
license. 

(3) Any licensee who is a member of the National Guard or a reserve component of the armed forces of 
the United States called to active duty whose license expires during the period of activation shall be 
eligible to be renewed upon the licensee being released from active duty without: 

(a) Payment of late fees or other penalties; or 

(b) Obtaining continuing education credits when: 

1. Circumstances associated with the person's military duty prevented the obtaining of 
continuing education credits and a waiver request has been submitted to the Board; or 

2. The person performs the licensed occupation as part of such person's military duties 
and provides documentation sufficient to demonstrating such to Board. 

(4) The license shall be eligible for renewal pursuant to Paragraph (3) for six (6) months from the person's 
release from active duty. 

(5) Any person renewing under Paragraph (3) shall provide the Board such supporting documentation 
evidencing activation as may be required by the Board prior to the renewal of any license pursuant to 
Paragraph (3). 

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 4-3-1304(d)(1) and 20-9-605. 

Rule 0455-01-04-.01 is amended by amending paragraphs (1)(c), (1)(e), (1)(g), (1)(k), adding paragraph(1)(1) and 
renumbering paragraphs (1 )(m-o), and amending paragraph (1 )(p) so that the rule reads as follows: 

0455-01-04-.01 STANDARDS OF PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT. 

(1) In order to establish and maintain a high standard of integrity in the practice of court reporting, the 
following Standards of Professional Conduct shall be binding on every person holding a license, of any 
type, from the Board. A Tennessee licensed court reporter: 

(a) Shall be fair and impartial toward each participant in all aspects of reported proceedings. 

(b) Should only accept an assignment if their level of competence will result in the preparation of 
an accurate transcript, shall refuse an assignment if they believe their abilities are inadequate, 
and shall recommend or assign an assignment to another licensee only if such licensee has the 
competence required for such assignment. 

(c) Shall provide information regarding services to be rendered regarding administration of 
professional services to all parties and shall make timely delivery of transcripts. 

(d) Must immediately disclose any conflict of interest or appearance of impropriety as soon as it 
arises pursuant to T.C.A. § 24-9-136. 

(e) Should immediately seek inactive status and refrain from practice if they become impaired and 
unable to function according to the standards of practice. 

(f) Shall preserve the confidentiality and ensure the security of information, oral or written, 
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entrusted to the licensee by any and all of the parties in the proceeding. 

(g) Shall establish a plan for the security and preservation of shorthand notes and any backups, 
both paper and electronic. All such plans shall preserve notes and backups for a period of time 
that complies with statutory requirement or rules and guidelines of the court. In the absence of a 
law or rule, notes and backups must be retained for no less than five (5) years. 

(h) Shall affix the licensee's signature, license number and expiration date to a transcript to certify 
to its accuracy. 

(i) Shall not authorize the use of the licensee number on any transcript not produced through the 
personal effort or supervision, or both. 

U) Shall not permit the use of the licensee name or firm's name, nor shall a licensee be 
associated in business ventures with persons or firms that the licensee has reason to believe to 
be engaging in fraudulent or dishonest business practices. 

(k) Shall inform the Board of Court Reporting if they have knowledge that another court reporter 
has committed a violation of these Standards of Professional Conduct or the Tennessee Court 
Reporter Act of 2009 that raises a substantial question as to that court reporter's honesty, 
trustworthiness, or fitness as a court reporter. 

(I) Shall cooperate with any investigation resulting from a complaint for disciplinary action. 

(m) Shall not commit a criminal act that reflects on the court reporter's honesty, trustworthiness or 
fitness as a court reporter. 

(n) Shall be truthful and accurate when making public statements or when advertising 
qualifications or services provided. 

(o) Shall meet all mandated continuing education requirements and should keep abreast of 
current literature and technological advances and developments as related to the profession of 
court reporting. 

(p) Shall refrain from giving, directly or indirectly, any gift, incentive, reward or anything of value to 
attorneys or any other persons or entities associated with the litigation, except for items that do 
not exceed twenty-five dollars ($25.00) in the aggregate per individual each year. 

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 20-9-605 and 20-9-607. 

Rule 0455-01-05-.04 is amended by deleting the text of the rule in its entirety and substituting instead the 
following, so the rule, as amended, shall read: 

0455-01-05-.04 INVESTIGATIONS AND COMPLAINTS. 

(1) The Board may investigate any person engaged, or suspected of engaging, in any business or activity 
regulated under the Tennessee Court Reporter Act of 2009. 

(2) Upon receipt of any written complaint regarding any licensee or person engaged in unlicensed activity, 
the Board shall provide a copy of the written complaint to the accused party within five (5) days. Such 
party shall file a written answer to the complaint, within twenty (20) days, upon request by the Board. 

Rule 0455-01-05-.05 is amended by deleting the text of the rule in its entirety and substituting and renumbering 
rule 0455-01-05-.06, so the rule, as amended, shall read: 

0455-01-05-.05 UNIFORM ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURE ACT. 

The Board hereby adopts by reference as its rules the Uniform Administrative Procedure Act, T.C.A. Title 4, 
Chapter 5, for governing contested cases, appeals, and related proceedings. 

SS-7039 (June 2016) 6 RDA 1693 



Authority: T.C.A. §§ 20-9-605, 20-9-606, 20-9-607, and 20-9-608. 

Rule 0455-01-05-.06 is amended by moving the text of the rule in its entirety to 0455-01-05-.05 and substituting 
instead the following, so the rule, as amended, shall read: 

0455-01-05-.06 CIVIL PENAL TIES. 

(1) With respect to any licensed court reporter or temporarily licensed court reporter, the Board may, in 
addition to or in lieu of any other lawful disciplinary action, assess a civil penalty against such licensee for 
each separate statutory or regulatory violation, not to exceed five hundred dollars ($500.00) per violation. 

(2) With respect to any person required to be licensed in this state as a court reporter, the Board may 
assess a civil penalty against such person for each separate statutory or regulatory violation not to 
exceed five hundred dollars ($500.00) per violation. 

(3) Each daily violation constitutes a separate offense. 

(4) In determining the amount of any penalty to be assessed pursuant to this rule, the Board may 
consider such factors as the following: 

(a) Whether the amount imposed will be a substantial economic deterrent to the violator; 

(b) The circumstances leading to the violation; 

(c) The severity of the violation and the risk of harm to the public; 

(d) The economic benefits gained by the violator as a result of noncompliance; 

( e) The interest of the public; and 

(f) Willfulness of the violation. 

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 20-9-605, 20-9-606, 20-9-607, 20-9-608, and 56-1-308. 

Rule 0455-01-05-.07 is amended by inserting the text of rule 0455-01-05-.11, so the rule, as amended, shall read: 

0455-01-05-.07 REINSTATEMENT OF A SUSPENDED OR REVOKED LICENSE. 

(1) Application for reinstatement shall include evidence of corrective action taken by the licensee. Such 
application shall be made utilizing the forms provided by the Board. 

(2) In considering reinstatement of a revoked license, the Board may evaluate factors that include but are 
not limited to: 

(a) Severity of the act(s) that resulted in suspension or revocation of the license. 

(b) Conduct of the applicant subsequent to the suspension or revocation of license. 

(c) Lapse of time since suspension or revocation. 

(d) Compliance with all reinstatement requirements stipulated by the Board. 

(e) Rehabilitation attained by the applicant as evidenced by statements provided directly to the 
Board from qualified individuals who have professional knowledge of the applicant. 

(f) Violation by the applicant of any applicable statute or rule. 

(g) Direct or implied representation(s) of licensure by the individual during the period of 
revocation. 
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Authority: T.C.A. §§ 20-9-605, 20-9-606, 20-9-607, and 20-9-608. 

Rule 0455-01-05-.08 is amended by deleting the text of the rule in its entirety. 
Rule 0455-01-05-.09 is amended by deleting the text of the rule in its entirety. 
Rule 0455-01-05-.10 is amended by deleting the text of the rule in its entirety. 

Rule 0455-01-06-.01 is amended by adding paragraph (6), so that the rule reads as follows: 

0455-01-06-.01 CONTINUING EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS. 

(1) Beginning with the first renewal period and every renewal period thereafter, every licensee who 
applies for renewal of a license shall have completed two (2) credits of continuing education (CE) relevant 
to the practice of court reporting. 

(2) A renewal period is the twenty-four (24) months preceding July 1 of the year of license expiration. 

(3) A CE credit means ten (10) hours of continuing education. 

(4) A CE hour means a minimum of fifty (50) minutes of actual clock time spent by a licensee in actual 
attendance at and completion of an approved CE activity. After completion of the initial CE hour, credit 
may be given in half hour ( .5) increments. 

(5) Non-resident licensees shall comply with the CE requirements set forth in this Section. 

(6) Failure to obtain the requisite CE credits will result in an incomplete application and will cause the 
application to not be processed. 

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 20-9-605, 20-9-607, and 20-9-612. 

Rule 0455-01-06-.05 is amended by deleting the text of the rule in its entirety. 
Rule 0455-01-06-.06 is amended by deleting the text of the rule in its entirety. 
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* If a roll-call vote was necessary, the vote by the Agency on these rulemaking hearing rules was as follows: 

Board Member -Aye No Abstain Absent Signature 
(if required) 

Ken Mansfield X 
Britton Collins X 
Earl Houston X 
Terri Beckham X 
John Rambo X 
Ken Gibson X 

I certify that this is an accurate and complete copy of rulemaking hearing rules, lawfully promulgated and adopted 
by the Board of Court Reporting on 06/16/2016, and is in compliance with the provisions of T.C.A. § 4-5-222. 

I further certify the following: 

Notice of Rulemaking Hearing filed with the Department of State on: 04/26/2016 

Rulemaking Hearing(s) Conducted on: (add more dates). 06/16/2016 

Title of Officer: Assistant General Counsel 

scribed and sworn to before me on: ~~ 
Notary Public Signature: t ..... ~L...Jr,,..,c.:c...=--~.....so=----""""""-=-=---'--"""-'---"-"-=::...<-----

My commission expires on: _..._\\"'--'l'--a_\--'-"'lao""'-"""""'--"-\:)___,_ _______ _ 

All rulemaking hearing rules provided for herein have been examined by the Attorney General and Reporter of the 
State of Tennessee and are approved as to legality pursuant to the provisions of the Administrative Procedures 
Act, Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 4, Chapter 5. 

Department of State Use Only 

Filed with the Department of State on: 
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Herbert H. Slat y Ill 
Attorney General and Re orter 

8 /11 /:zoJ/o 
I / Date 

Tre Hargett 
Secretary of State 
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Public Hearing Comments 

One copy of a document containing responses to comments made at the public hearing must accompany the 
filing pursuant to T.C.A. § 4-5-222. Agencies shall include only their responses to public hearing comments, 
which can be summarized. No letters of inquiry from parties questioning the rule will be accepted. When no 
comments are received at the public hearing, the agency need only draft a memorandum stating such and include 
it with the Rulemaking Hearing Rule filing. Minutes of the meeting will not be accepted. Transcripts are not 
acceptable. 
Comment: Jimmie Jane McConnell, written comment: Do the proposed rule and regulation changes only apply to 
changes and all other areas remain? 
Response: The rules posted originally, were the proposed changes only. Upon publication of the redlined version 
of the rules, the public is able to see that unless the rules have a redlined change, the language remains the 
same. There was no change to the rules as a result of the comment. 

Comment: Jimmie Jane McConnell, written comment: Why was the military applicant rule included? 
Response: The military applicant rule was added to comply with federal law and Tenn. Code Ann. §4-3-1304(d). 
There was no change to the rules as a result of the comment. 

Comment: Jimmie Jane McConnell, written comment: At the June 2015 meeting, amendments to the Standards 
of Professional Conduct, Tenn. Comp. R. & Regs. 0455-01-04-.01, were adopted and do not appear to be added 
to the current version of the rules. Ms. McConnell included proposed sections (p) through (v). 
Response: The rules presented were not added at the June 2015 meeting for the Board of Court Reporting. 
There is no reference in the minutes from the aforementioned meeting. The Board of Court Reporting voted to not 
include the proposed changes, submitted by Ms. McConnell in the current rulemaking hearing rules. There was 
no change to the rules as a result of the comment. 

Comment: Jimmie Jane McConnell, written comment: Are subsections (1 ), (2), and (3) of Section 0455-01-05 still 
part of the rules. 
Response: Yes, unless sections are specifically excluded, they remain a part of the rules. There was no change 
to the rules as a result of the comment. 

Comment: Jimmie Jane McConnell, written comment: Are sections .02, .03, and .04 of Section 0455-01-06 still 
part of the rules. 
Response: Yes, unless sections are specifically excluded, they remain a part of the rules. There was no change 
to the rules as a result of the comment. 

Comment: Jimmie Jane McConnell, written comment: Ms. McConnell states that the Board previously approved 
additional continuing education credits be added as acceptable to Tenn. Comp. R. & Regs. 0455-01-.02, including 
services to a national or state association board; one (1) year of service on a committed verified by the chair; 
proctoring a national certification test; monitoring a national certification test; mentoring; outreach and additional 
activities; completing a proficiency test. 
Response: The suggested additions will not be added as the existing continuing education rules sufficiently 
encompass of the listed activities. There was no change to the rules as a result of the comment. 

Comment: Jimmie Jane McConnell, written comment: Ms. McConnell made a suggestion that subsection 1 (b) of 
Tenn. Comp. R. & Regs. 0455-01-06-.04 should be rephrased. 
Response: The suggested change goes to a part of the rules that were not opened and/or published to public in 
the Notice of Rulemaking Hearing to be discussed. The proposed rule change will be discussed through a 
separate proposed change. There was no change to the rules as a result of the comment. 

Comment: Jimmie Jane McConnell, written comment: Why was Tenn. Comp. R. & Regs. 0455-01-06-.05 
deleted? 
Response: The section was deleted as it exceeded the authority of the Board of Court Reporting. There was no 
change to the rules as a result of the comment. 

Comment: Jimmie Jane McConnell, written comment: Why was Tenn. Comp. R. & Regs. 0455-01-06-.06 
deleted? 
Response: The section was deleted as it exceeded the authority of the Board of Court Reporting. There was no 
change to the rules as a result of the comment. 
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Regulatory Flexibility Addendum 
Pursuant to T.C.A. §§ 4-5-401 through 4-5-404, prior to initiating the rule making process as described in T.C.A. 
§ 4-5-202(a)(3) and T.C.A. § 4-5-202(a), all agencies shall conduct a review of whether a proposed rule or rule 
affects small businesses. 

(1) The type or types of small business and an identification and estimate of the number of small businesses 
subject to the proposed rule that would bear the cost of, or directly benefit from the proposed rule; 

Answer: The rule changes would affect any court reporter licensed or person attempting to be licensed in the 
State of Tennessee. There are 699 licensed court reporters currently. 

(2) The projected reporting, recordkeeping and other administrative costs required for compliance with the 
proposed rule, including the type of professional skills necessary for preparation of the report or record; 

Answer: The rule changes would create a more efficient and concise for licensed court reporters and applicants. 
The administrative skills and/or costs required for compliance with the proposed rules set forth an 
increase in civil penalties for violations. 

(3) A statement of the probable effect on impacted small businesses and consumers; 

Answer: These rules will have no effect on consumers. Small business may be required to alter the method of 
payment and amount of fees in addition to the process of investigations and complaints. 

(4) A description of any less burdensome, less intrusive or less costly alternative methods of achieving the 
purpose and objectives of the proposed rule that may exist, and to what extent the alternative means might be 
less burdensome to small business; 

Answer: The proposed changes to the existing rules are minimally burdensome/intrusive to small businesses. 

(5) A comparison of the proposed rule with any federal or state counterparts; and 

Answer: With regards to temporary licenses, there are state regulations that provide for the granting of additional 
temporary licenses upon proof of good cause, extenuating circumstances, and/or approval by the state's 
Board of Court Reporting. The proposed rule is drafted in a similar fashion. 

(6) Analysis of the effect of the possible exemption of small businesses from all or any part of the requirements 
contained in the proposed rule. 

Answer: An exemption of small businesses from the aforementioned requirements would create an increased cost 
to each individual applicant and create an additional administrative process upon the agency, decreasing 
its standardization and efficiency in processing applications. 
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Impact on Local Governments 

Pursuant to T.C.A. §§ 4-5-220 and 4-5-228 "any rule proposed to be promulgated shall state in a simple 
declarative sentence, without additional comments on the merits of the policy of the rules or regulation, whether 
the rule or regulation may have a projected impact on local governments." (See Public Chapter Number 1070 
(http://state.tn.us/sos/acts/106/pub/pc1070.pdf) of the 2010 Session of the General Assembly) 

There is no expected impact on local government by the promulgation of the proposed rules. 
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Additional Information Required by Joint Government Operations Committee 

All agencies, upon filing a rule, must also submit the following pursuant to T.C.A. § 4-5-226(i)(1 ). 

(A) A brief summary of the rule and a description of all relevant changes in previous regulations effectuated by 
such rule; 

The amended rules remove references to the Administrative Office of the Courts, reduce the reinstatement fee 
to $350, allow for the Board to review good cause in granting an additional temporary license, and remove the 
licensure by grandfathering regulations. The amended rules also clarify the late renewal requirements, establish 
requirements for military applicants, clarify Board authority with respect to standards of professional conduct, 
and simplify investigation and complaint regulations, and increases civil penalties for violations. Finally, the 
amended rules remove the regulations related to formal and informal disposition of contested case, waiver of 
continuing education requirements and regulations for decisions of the board, clarify reinstatement regulations 
and remove regulations regarding reapplication. 

(B) A citation to and brief description of any federal law or regulation or any state law or regulation mandating 
promulgation of such rule or establishing guidelines relevant thereto; 

These amended rules are drafted under the Tennessee Court Reporter Act of 2009, where the goal is "to 
establish and maintain a standard of competency for individuals engaged in the practice of court reporting and 
for the protection of the public and for litigants whose rights to personal freedom and property are affected by 
the competency of court reporters." Tenn. Code. Ann. ~ 20-9-601 (b). 

(C) Identification of persons, organizations, corporations or governmental entities most directly affected by this 
rule, and whether those persons, organizations, corporations or governmental entities urge adoption or 
rejection of this rule; 

All current licensed court reporters as well as future applicants will be affected by these amendments. The 
De artment ur es ado tion of these rules. 

(D) Identification of any opinions of the attorney general and reporter or any judicial ruling that directly relates to 
the rule; 

There are no known opinions of the attorney general and reporter or any judicial ruling that directly relates to the 
amended rules. 

(E) An estimate of the probable increase or decrease in state and local government revenues and expenditures, 
if any, resulting from the promulgation of this rule, and assumptions and reasoning upon which the estimate 
is based. An agency shall not state that the fiscal impact is minimal if the fiscal impact is more than two 
percent (2%) of the agency's annual budget or five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000), whichever is less; 

The promulgation of these rules are not estimated to result in an increase or decrease in state and local 
government revenues and expenditures of two percent (2%) or greater or five hundred thousand dollars 
($500,000). 

(F) Identification of the appropriate agency representative or representatives, possessing substantial knowledge 
and understanding of the rule; 

Ashley N. Thomas 
Assistant General Counsel 
Division of Regulatory Boards 
Department of Commerce and Insurance 

(G) Identification of the appropriate agency representative or representatives who will explain the rule at a 
scheduled meeting of the committees; 
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Ashley N. Thomas 
Assistant General Counsel 
Division of Regulatory Boards 
Department of Commerce and Insurance 

(H) Office address, telephone number, and email address of the agency representative or representatives who 
will explain the rule at a scheduled meeting of the committees; and 

Ashley N. Thomas 
500 James Robertson Parkway 
Nashville, TN 37243 
615-741-3072 
ashlev.thomas@tn.oov 

(I) Any additional information relevant to the rule proposed for continuation that the committee requests. 

j No additional information requested. 
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'Department of State 
Division of Publications 
312 Rosa L. Parks Avenue, 8th Floor Snodgrass/TN Tower 
Nashville, TN 37243 
Phone: 615-741-2650 
Email: publications.information@tn.gov 

For Department of State Use Only 

Sequence Number: 

Rule ID(s): 

File Date: 

Effective Date: 

Rulemaking Hearing Rule(s) Filing Form -
REDLINE 

Rulemaking Hearing Rules are rules filed after and as a result of a rulemaking hearing {Tenn. Code Ann. § 4-5-205). 

Pursuant to Tenn. Code Ann.§ 4-5-229, any new fee or fee increase promulgated by state agency rule shall take effect on July 1, following 
the expiration of the ninety (90) day period as provided in § 4-5-207. This section shall not apply to rules that implement new fees or fee 
increases that are promulgated as emergency rules pursuant to § 4-5-208{a) and to subsequent rules that make permanent such emergency 
rules, as amended during the rulemaking process. In addition, this section shall not apply to state agencies that did not, during the preceding 
two (2) fiscal years, collect fees in an amount sufficient to pay the cost of operating the board, commission or entity in accordance with § 4-29-
121 {b ). 

Age11cy/B0arcf/C()mrnissio~:-Tf erine§SeE3 Board of Ce>LJrt Reporting 
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?'._ip_:_J .. ?Z.~_4? ___ _ 
Phcme:J,_6_1_5-7 41-307?_ _ _ 

_ --- ~111~il~_l __ §_S_bJ~YJbgrT1_§~@tQ~ggy ___ --

Revision Type (check all that apply): 
X Amendment 
X New 
X Repeal 

Rule(s) Revised (ALL chapters and rules contained in filing must be listed here. If needed, copy and paste 
additional tables to accommodate multiple chapters. Please enter only ONE Rule Number/Rule Title per row) 

~;;t}:;_~~m~_e:] ~::~~::~t~oard-of Gou~-~~-~:~~===::~- ~~~===--------- - ~ 
~ ~~~~-~ ~-~~-~~4-----1-~~!e o~i~1~rms_____________________________________________ I 
LJ)iss-01-0·1-:o's_ -_-L Maintenance and lnsQection _of Board_ Records ___ - ____________________ ~ 

~:~~ :~~::~~ .. + ~:::cation of Tennessee License -------------------------------------
l 0455-01-03-.01_.J -h-i-Gef:IB-Hre by Grandfathering_ VVorl, E*flerieR&e Temporary License _ - ----------i 
! 0455-01-03-.02 I Application for Licensure - Standard Process - ----~ I 0455:01-03-.oii I Re-newal - --- - -- -- -- -- --- ------------ - ---1 

L 04_55_~01-9~-:_94____ I MD_itary ~_QP!icants _ --~-==~-~~~-=~-----~--------------------=l 
~ ~1~~:~; :~~:: ~1 __ I ~~;:;~~00::~~~e~~:;~~~~duct ____ ----------------------------------=--=-~ 
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(Place substance of rules and other info here. Statutory authority must be given for each rule change. For 
information on formatting rules go to 
http://sos.tn.gov/sites/default/files/forms/Rulemaking Guidelines August2014.pdf) 

Rule 0455-01-01-.04 is amended to read as follows: 

0455-01-01-.04 USE OF FORMS. 
Applications and forms shall be made on the prescribed forms approved by the Board. Copies of instructions and 
forms are available from the Mm-ini-s-v.atwe-Office of the Go-Hrt&Board of Court Reporting. 

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 20-9-605, 20-9-607, 20-9-609, 20-9-610, 20-9-613 and 20-9-614. 

Rule 0455-01-01-.05 is amended by amending paragraphs (3) and (4) and deleting paragraph (5) so as to read as 
follows: 

0455-01-01-.05 MAINTENANCE AND INSPECTION OF BOARD RECORDS. 
(1) The Board shall maintain its records in Aiwcordance with the Tennessee Public Records law, T.C.A 
Title 10, Chapter 7. 
(2) Public records maintained by the Board shall be subject to public disclosure pursuant to the 
Tennessee Public Meetings law, T.C.A. Title 8, Chapter 44 and the Tennessee Public Records law, 
T.C.A. Title 10, Chapter 7. 
(3) Upon request to the Executive Director ef-t.A.e-A~~co of tho~, public records 
maintained by the Board shall be available for inspection and duplication at the Administrative Office ef 
me-Courts Board of Court Reporting during regular business hours. The inspection and duplication of 
public records shall be under the supervision of the Executive Director of the Mm-l-A+strative Office of the 
Ge-H-rts Board of Court Reporting or his/her designee. 
(4) Any person wishing to obtain copies of public records shall submit a written request to the 
Admin1strative Office of t-1-=te Courts Board of Court Reporting. Copies will be supplied upon payment of 
costs based on the most current version of the Schedule of Reasonable Charges issued by the Office of 
0 pen Records Counsel. a-8-lt:Nffi~~&-t:l-RGl-ef--.:J:.R.E~s-1:i-E~oo+e-13-t-t-~3-8-flcR-a84-e-bf'.}AA:;-4:l+---l=~+l-f;-~hA.J+t.c; 

(b) Names of-f}Bf-&OR-0.rWhoso !lGBBS€-&-Ha-ve--ee-e-A--&HSf}OOEl-e4,fe-VBked or ~-e#tef 
public dls~ne, inc!udin!}-t~oo-nsB,{:i-at-e,i-AfraB#eR-,--tfi~~§#t 
m-fl:te--f}ena lty imp~ 
fc) Rules and regu~e-n-s-Gf-t-he Board as--pr~ted and published in a~ 
li-Aiform /\dn::i-iH-µ;-Al=a-tive Procedures /\ct, T.C.A-=--=r::+..tiB 4, Chapter 5. 
(d) Other written statements of policy o · : . - · 
~F§B-9.YIB duties and -functions; and 
fe) Final orders, d8Gffi-4GA-&;-Gec!aratory ru!fngs and opinions issued by the Board. 

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 20-9-604, 20-9-605 and 20-9-607. 

Rule 0455-01-02-.03 is amended by amending paragraph (1) and deleting paragraph (2) so as to read as follows: 

0455-01-02-.03 VERIFICATION OF TENNESSEE LICENSE. 
f:1-tVerification of licensure will be available GA-through the Board's website,--te-ee-m-aintained by the 
fo.d-m~nistrative Oi=iice of the-Ge-HHS. 

f-2+-6lr~rAfe-H-fe-f1-HB--B4, tho DireB-tor-ef-rn-e-Aemlnistrative Office of tho Courts, or his/hei: 

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 20-9-604, 20-9-605 and 20-9-607. 

Rule 0455-01-02-.04 is amended by amending paragraph (6), and deleting paragraph (7), so as to read as 
follows: 

SS-7039 (June 2016) 3 RDA 1693 



0455-01-02-.04 FEES. 

(1) Fees and civil penalties are not refundable. 
(2) Fees are payable by certified check, cashier's check, corporate or business check, money order, personal 
check or electronic means. 

(a) Counter checks are not an acceptable method of payment. Personal checks shall be imprinted with 
the name, address and account number of the applicant or licensee. 
(b) Personal checks by third parties are not acceptable. 
(c) Applicants or licensees who submit personal checks returned due to insufficient funds may be 
prohibited from paying any future fees or civil penalties by personal check. 
(d) Statutory charges for returned checks shall be paid by the applicant or licensee, along with any 
penalties and fees authorized pursuant to T.C.A Title 47, Chapter 29. 

(3) Civil penalties are payable by certified check, cashier's check, corporate or business check, money order or 
electronic means. 
(4) Payment, regardless of method, that is not honored by the financial institution may result in disciplinary action 
and/or reporting to the appropriate legal authorities for possible prosecution. 
(5) A license may not be issued until funds are received by the Board. 
(6) Standard Fee Schedule Amount 

(a) License Fee ..................................................... $200 
(b) Application Fee ................................................ $50 
(c) Renewal Fee ................................................... $200 
(d) Late Renewal Fee ....................................... ..... 10% of Ucense Fee-fu~-8-R#t$20 per 
month up to six (6) months or portion thereof 
(e) Temporary License Fee ..................................... $50 
(f) Temporary License Renewal Fee ......................... $50 
(g) Reinstatement Fee ........................................... $W-G350 

(7) The Board wi-1+-f,rorare license fees for a-ee for a period of loss tha-i:=H-\Nenty fouf--f24) 
mrnths, pursuant to T.C./\.§ 20 9-€4--1-: 

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 20-9-605, 20-9-607, 20-9-610, 20-9-611, 20-9-612, 20 9 613 and 20-9-614. 

Rule 0455-01-03-.01 is amended by deleting the text of the rule in its entirety and substituting instead the 
following so the rule, as amended, shall read: 

0455-01-03-.010 TEMPORARY LICENSURE. 

Any person who provides to the board satisfactory proof of graduation from a court reporting program or its 
equivalent shall, upon application to the board on forms approved by the board and payment of a fee in an 
amount determined by the board, be issued a temporary license to practice as a court reporter. This temporary 
license shall expire sixty (60) days following the date upon which the next board-approved examination for 
licensure is given. No more than throe (3) addltiG+taPcemperary !icense-s shall be issued to any applicant \Nh9---ffiU& 
ro pass tho s~J!ed examination for liconsure. Up to three (3) additional temporary licenses may be granted 
upon sufficient proof of good cause for issuance. 

(2) "Court repeffiRfj-f}rOgrarn" shall meafHf!~rograms, approved-by-~ra 
ef-C.eurt Reportifi§, that provide education re~rtlng as defined in T.C.A. § 20 9 6Q..2{-2}.-

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 20-9-605, 20-9-607, 20-9-609, 20-9-612 and 20-9-614 

04M 01 03 .01 UCENSURE BY GR/\NDF/\THERING WORK EXPERIENCE. 

~ ng on January 1, 2010 may apply for 
J.l.Gensure b:f--§fa-ndfathering. The-aftfiBCation for grandfatheFiH§--VVi!I require evidence that the court 
reperter is proficient in court repoF-HR~~HJrafte+amefl-n-g--e-:f·vvorl< expefioo.Ge must be 
FGBBW-ee by July 1, 2011. The appllcatl-e-A-&ha+HHGl-HEl~ 

(a) An affidavit settin§-fuft.R-pa~-aRB-w~Bf-i-e.AG-e-a-s-a court reporter; 
fbt-a~ 

~~e-i~oo--Ra&-\A101*-eEl--as-af-1--effiB{-al-wHR-f8ftefte+:,-Gf, 
2-:--Af.f+4a-wt-s-e.f.-tr-rf-B€--(~l--atterney-s, unrelated by blood or marria~ 
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~rn-e-af#da-vit of the court F8-/3-8R·+B§-*Fm--e-vvner ma~-R~-a-A-t 
--tl&..0 --ci--Ge--1::Hi-fe-f30rting, vvhich attestto the court r~ftef.'.s 
ftfOOGi-ency in court repe-rt-~ 

fGj-P-ayment of liconsure fe&.-

i\t1~: T.CA §-§-2-G-9 605, 20 9--oo? and 20 9 613. 

Rule 0455-01-03-.02 is amended by deleting the text of the rule in its entirety and substituting instead the 
following so the rule, as amended, shall read: 

0455-01-03-.oig APPLICATION FOR LICENSURE - STANDARD PROCESS. 

(1) Any person may submit an application to be licensed as a court reporter. The application shall include: 
(a) Proof of passage of the National Court Reporters Association registered professional reporter 
examination, the National Verbatim Reporters Association certified verbatim reporter 
examination, or the American Association of Electronic Reporters and Transcribers certified 
electronic court reporter examination. 
(b) Applications for licensure shall be signed and sworn by the applicants and submitted on forms 
furnished by the bBoard. 
(c) Payment of licensure fee. 

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 20-9-605, 20-9-607 and 20-9-609. 

Q.t~--G-4--0J .02 UCENSURE BY GRANDF/\THERlNG PRlOR EX/\MlN/\TlON P/\SS/\GE. 

AAY--f3Bffi-8H-wl=lo is engaged in the pra-G-ti~orting on January 1, 2010, upon payment of the 
!!censure fee in aA--amount determined by~frB-V+El-es-proof of passage of the National Court 
Reporters /'.\-&s-ociation RogisteF~na! Re!JOA:v~R) examination, the National Verbatim 
Ref>e~tef.BaHffi-R~rtef-.{-GVR)-c~aml+"ttl~Gan Association Of 
€~-Reportei:s and TranscribBF&-G~--t-Ref}Elrter (CECR) examinatioR shall be 
§ffil1iBG--a--~£-f.Jaft-

A.tl#te-f-i-ty: T.C.A. §§ 20 9 605, 20 9 607 and 20-9--@4..3. 

Rule 0455-01-03-.03 is amended by deleting the text of the rule in its entirety and substituting instead the 
following so the rule, as amended, shall read: 

0455-01-03-.0~+ RENEWAL. 

(1) A newly issued court reporter license in Tennessee shall be valid for two (2) years or for other such 
period of time authorized by &tatt!-te T.C.A. § 20-9-611. The holder of the license may renew such license 
during the 60 days preceding the expiration date thereof by paying the required fee and completion of the 
application for renewal. 

~eH&e renevval is valid for a period of two-~rs or other such period of time authorized by 
~~ 

(ii) It is the responsibility of each licensee to notify the Board of any change of address within thirty (30) 
days. Failure to receive a renewal form from the Board shall not constitute an excuse for failure to renew 
licensure. 

(34) Late Rrenewals applications may be received following expiration of license with the required 
feesJB4e-r-eRBW-al foe and application for rGHewah--P-a+IH-re---to--f-e-ABW a license vvithin 180 days shall deem 
t~&-£'vtffif:}-~.Aa~Aef~1+.No late renewal will be 
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granted if a completed application is not received by the Board within six (6) months of the expiration of 
the license. After six (6) months of the expiration of the license, the applicant shall apply for a new 
license. 

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 20-9-605, 20-9-607, 20-9-609, 20-9-611 and 20-9-612 

l\Ry-per--&8-R-IN-RB-ts-BR§~Be of court reporting on Jafl-1::l-a-P/ 1, 2010, u13on payr=tte-R-1:-ef-tRB 
H&eA-&1dfB--fee-i-H--an a mo u Rt-Etetorm in ed-By-t~-e-aro, and p rovi~f9-9f-e:l:--a-Bo u rt re pof-tef---HG-8-Rse iss uetl 
.gy-a++y-s-ta-te; provided, that the state-ha-s---the--s-aR18-Bf-ffiefe--&tfffi-@Bffi-f~nts of this chapter,-sha-H 
BB-§fa-At-ed--a-HGeflso pursuant to this part. 

Rule 0455-01-03-.04 is amended by deleting the text of the rule in its entirety and substituting instead the 
following so the rule, as amended, shall read: 

04 5 5 01 03 . 0 4 U GENS URE BY GRAND F/\TH ER! NG TENN ES S EE-GG-6J-R-+--r'i:-Ef"--'c:J-f't-H~3-+"lra-ab't:rh'-\--++\::-::,'-P,t 

GREDENTI/\L. 
(1) /\ny mefflMr in good standing of-th-e-+-eHHessee~~iation who hof4s tho certified 
GG-HFl:---fBf}ertef:-e-xarnma-tio n dos lg nation on Ju! y-4,-2-0 0 9, u peH-p-a-yffi-eR+-Of-th e !ice n sure fee in an am-eHnt 
e-oterminee-B-'f-t~eard, shall be alliO-ense pursuant to this pmi aHEHR-ef--e-13-y-may 

(2) /\ny member in good standing of tho +onnossoe-Court Reporter~A-\N-h-e--lw-l~e 
court repe-r-te-r-Elesignation on July 1, 2009, and do~F-1-i-G-eR-&HfB-vvithin one (1) year of July 1, 
2010, shall be-f-8-fltJired to pass the licensed court reporter examination and pay applica9-l-e---l-lcensure fees 
m--erd-ef-te--bero-Bm-e a Ii c ens o d court re per-te-i::-

~er fn good standing of the-+-ennessee Court~f-t-ef&-A&&GGJ'-a--HG-t~cA-G--+tG+G-£,-ffi&-fi3-8-J.!Steffifl. 
p~i}Oft€f---designation, or h~~NG-R-A,N-V-RA--ef--AAER+ on July 1, 2009, upon 
~ the !icensHre---fe-e-i-A-a-R~~tfl..e-oo-a-f-El,--"0f1-a~~-ee a utomatica!ly granted a 

0455-01-03-.04 MILITARY APPLICANTS 

(1) An applicant for certification, licensure, or registration meeting the requirements of T.C.A. § 4-3-
1304( d)( 1) may: 

(a) Be issued a certification, license, or registration upon application and payment of all fees 
required for the issuance of such certification, license or registration, if, in the opinion of the 
Board, the requirements for certification 1 licensure, or registration of such other state are 
substantially equivalent to that required in Tennessee: or 

(b) Be issued a temporary permit as described herein if the Board determines that the applicant's 
certification 1 license, or registration does not meet the requirements for substantial equivalency, 
but that the applicant could perform additional acts, including - but not limited to - education, 
training, or experience, in order to meet the requirements for the certification 1 license, or 
registration to be substantially equivalent. The. Board may issue a temporary permit upon 
application and payment of all fees required for issuance of a regular certification, license, or 
registration of the same type which shall allow such person to perform services as if fully certified, 
licensed, or registered for a set period of time that is determined to be sufficient by the Board for 
the applicant to complete such requirements. 
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1. After completing those additional requirements and providing the Board with sufficient 
proof thereof as may be required, a full certification. license, or registration shall be 
issued to the applicant with an issuance date of the original issuance of the temporary 
permit and an expiration date as if the full certification, license. or registration had been 
issued at that time. 

2. A temporary permit shall be issued for a period no longer than the length of a renewal 
cycle for a full certification, license, or registration of the same type. 

3. A temporary permit shall expire upon the date set by the Board and shall not be 
subject to renewal except through the completion of the requirements for substantial 
equivalency as required by the Board or by an extension of time granted for good cause 
by the Board. 

4. Should an extension to a temporary permit cause the permit to be in effect longer than 
the renewal cycle of a full certification. license, or registration, then the holder of the 
temporary permit shall file a renewal application with such documentation and fees, 
including completion of continuing education, as are required by the Board for all other 
renewals of a full certification. license. or registration of the same type. 

(c) Military education, training. or experience completed by a person described at T.C.A. § 4-3-
1304(d)(1 )(B)(ii)(a)-(c) shall be accepted toward the qualifications, in whole or in part, to receive 
any certification, license, or registration issued by the Board if such military education, training, or 
experience is determined by the Board to be substantially equivalent to the education, training, or 
experience required for the issuance of such certification, license or registration. 

(2) Any certificate holder, licensee, or registrant who is a member of the National Guard or a reserve 
component of the armed forces of the United States called to active duty whose certification, license, or 
registration expires during the period of activation shall be eligible to be renewed upon the certificate 
holder, licensee, or registrant being released from active duty without: 

(a) Payment of late fees or other penalties; or 

{b) Obtaining continuing education credits when: 

1. Circumstances associated with the person's military duty prevented the obtaining of 
continuing education credits and a waiver request has been submitted to the Board; or 

2. The person performs the certified, licensed, or registered occupation as part of such 
person's military duties and provides documentation sufficient to demonstrate such to 
Board. 

(3) The certification, license or registration shall be eligible for renewal pursuant to Paragraph (2) for six 
(6) months from the person's release from active duty. 

{4) Any person renewing under Paragraph (2) shall provide the Board such supporting documentation 
evidencing activation as may be required by the Board prior to the renewal of any certification, license, or 
registration license pursuant to Paragraph (2). 

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 4-3-1304(d)(1 ); 20-9-605 

Rule 0455-01-04-.01 is amended by amending paragraphs (1 )(g), (1 )(k), adding paragraph(1 )(1) and renumbering 
paragraphs (1)(m-p) so that the rule reads as follows: 

0455-01-04-.01 STANDARDS OF PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT. 

(1) In order to establish and maintain a high standard of integrity in the practice of court reporting, the 
following Standards of Professional Conduct shall be binding on every person holding a license, of any 
type, from the Board. A Tennessee licensed court reporter: 
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(a) Shall be fair and impartial toward each participant in all aspects of reported proceedings. 
(b) Should only accept an assignment if R-l-s!Ref their level of competence will result in the 
preparation of an accurate transcript-a-fl-8--¥.41-1-+emev-e-#te-UGe-FJ-&ee-.from-a-R-arv&+§-Ame-R-t , shall 
refuse an assignment if they believe their abilities are inadequate, ffif:;.A-R=tm-c.;:;.R-iR-l-R-&+ri=-R~.-1-HR-1-RB 

and shall recommend or assign an assignment to another licensee only if such licensee has the 
competence required for such assignment. 
(c) Shall provide information regarding services to be rendered regarding administration of 
professional services to all parties and shall make timely delivery of transcripts. The licensee 
-ffi#st strive to m-e-e-t-f)r-BfftIBBd deHvery dates v11-H-e-R-ev~-B-l-e-,FRa-!~~ 
--ate ls specified and p~rua-t-e notificaB9-A-ef-Gel.-ay&.-
( d) Must immediately disclose any conflict of interest or appearance of impropriety as soon as it 
arises pursuant to T.C.A. § 24-9-136. 
( e) Should immediately seek inactive status and refrain from practice if they become impaired and 
unable to function according to the standards of practice. +H3-Efle--1+&EITT&e&-&-Fe-&f3Bft&fflH+t.\l-t!:3-S-i&e-K-

&upervision anti- - -a-t-i-s-+R-teffefift§-W+t-1::i-t~~ity to perfoFm 
professional se-rv+Ge-&.-
(f) Shall preserve the confidentiality and ensure the security of information, oral or written, 
entrusted to the licensee by any and all of the parties in the proceeding. 
(g) Shall establish a plan for the security and preservation of shorthand notes and any backups, 
both paper and electronic. All such plans shall preserve notes and backups for a period of time 
that complies with statutory requirement or rules .and guidelines of the court. In the absence of a 
law or rule, notes and backups must be retained for no less than five .{fil years. 
(h) Shall affix the licensee's signature, license number and expiration date to a transcript to certify 
to its accuracy. 
(i) Shall not authorize the use of the licensee number on any transcript not produced through the 
personal effort or supervision, or both. 
U) Shall not permit the use of the licensee name or firm's name, nor shall a licensee be 
associated in business ventures with persons or firms that the licensee has reason to believe to 
be engaging in fraudulent or dishonest business practices. 
(k) Shall inform #:l-8 Disciplinary Ceunse! of the Board of Court Reporting if they have knowledge 
that another court reporter has committed a violation of the Standards .of Professional Conduct or 
the Tennessee Court Reporter Act of 2009 that raises a substantial question as to that court 
reporter's honesty, trustworthiness, or fitness as a court reporter +R-lc:1me-r-FB£rBeGffi 
ill A licensee shall also cooperate with any investigation resulting from a complaint for disciplinary 
action . 
.(m.l -fB Shall not commit a criminal act that is a felony, or reflects on the court reporter's honesty, 
trustworthiness or fitness as a court reporter ffi-B-theF-fe&pe-Gt&. 
fffifn.B Shall be truthful and accurate when making public statements or when advertising 
qualifications or services provided. 
fA-to_}j Shall meet all mandated continuing education requirements and should keep abreast of 
current literature and technological advances and developments as related to the profession of 
court reporting. 
{BfQ}) Shall refrain from giving, directly or indirectly, any gift, incentive, reward or anything of 
value to attorneys or any other persons or entities associated with the litigation ~ 
VL4ffiesses, insurance companies, etc.), or to tho reprosent-a#-v-es'v-Bf--a-ge-A{&-of any of the fefe§te+R-§:f, 
except for items that do not exceed twenty-five dollars ($25.00) in the aggregate per individual 
each year. 

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 20-9-605 and 20-9-607 

Rule 0455-01-05-.04 is amended by deleting the text of the rule in its entirety and substituting instead the 
following so the rule, as amended, shall read: 

G455 01 05 .G-4-+N-VESTIGA-T-+@:\h 
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W-fV~-0~0 -af+Hg-ee-mrrn~e-fefFttOd GOASIS~-ee-+A~~ 

fR-!:1-8+-Be-a-R-a-t-teFR-e--y and one-&HAfR-i~Fef)GHBF:-

~-4ay-s-oµ~e-BHeG-ei pt of a vvritten complaint, too--G4sB+f}l-i-RB-Pf 
Counsel shal4,r--e-vkI-e--the-Gourt reporter against vvhem-me complaint vva&-ffi-a~ 
notification of the GBfftp+a+R~a-tfe-fi(s), and invest~ proces&--b-y-G-ef-tlfi.e.El~-J::i.er 
delivery sBRHGEHBa~JBs confirmation of delive~e-GOOrt reporteHB-ay_r~o--the 
.Q+s-B$1 in ary Cour+"ue-!--a--wr.i-tteR-r~oo~WG-ffi-R-§-tie&t:1m-e-A-tatkm-wi-tJ::m+-4-e-d-ay-cA-#l-e 

~e committe~vie-vv the comp!a4nt and othor-l-Rformation submitte~ 
~BfH&-¥J-arranted. 

1. If an ~R-f&--\~~! w1l! conduct furthef 
investigatieR,feta+R4+-1g an investig-a-te~vary. If retaiROO,t-!:te-fA.ve.c..A+§-ator shall 
worl< und-e-f-#:l.e.-GjfBBtioo-ef the Discii:*Hq.arY Counse!--f:o-GBOOHGHAAR~:-

report. T-he-1-R-v-es · tainant and 
~gainst whom the complaint was made, of any act!en-i-t-GOO.fl-e.s to take 
+n-f-88ftonse to the investigation repert-:-

Counse~-m-ay-cl-ew-m-e-i-Rve-&H§-AAVB-TI-l-e-Hf-}G-A-a~-p-ro-va!-e~r of the Boa~1e matter 
may--e-e-r-e4w-e&t~-a-t--an-y-tlfH&-#- circumstances so-w~ 

/\uthority: T.C.A. §§ 20 9 605, 20 9-@G€,2--Q-9-&07 and 20 9 608. 

0455-01-05-.04 INVESTIGATIONS AND COMPLAINTS. 

(1) The Board may investigate any person engaged, or suspected of engaging, in any business or activity 
regulated under the Tennessee Court Reporter Act of 2009. · 

(2) Upon receipt of any written complaint regarding any licensee or person engaged in unlicensed activity, 
the Board shall provide a copy of the written complaint to the accused party within five (5) days. Such 
party shall file a written answer to the complaint. within twenty (20) days, upon request by the Board. 

Rule 0455-01-05-.05 is amended by deleting the text of the rule in its entirety and substituting and renumbering 
rule 0455-01-05-.06 so the rule, as amended, shall read: 

0455-01-05-.0§6 UNIFORM ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURE§ ACT. 

The Board hereby adopts by reference as its rules the Uniform Administrative Procedure Act, T.C.A. Title 
4, Chapter 5, for governing contested cases, appeals, and related proceedings. 

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 20-9-605, 20-9-606, 20-9-607 and 20-9-608. 
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Rule 0455-01-05-.06 is amended by moving the text of the rule in its entirety to 0455-01-05-.05 and substituting 
instead the following so the rule, as amended, shall read: 

0455-01-05-.06 CIVIL PENAL TIES. 

(1) With respect to any licensed court reporter or temporary licensed court reporter, the Board may, in 
addition to or in lieu of any other lawful disciplinary action, assess a civil penalty against such licensee for 
each separate statutory or regulatory violation not to exceed five hundred dollars ($500.00) per violation. 

(2) With respect to any person required to be licensed in this state as a court reporter, the Board may 
assess a civil penalty against such person for each separate statutory or regulatory violation not to 
exceed five hundred dollars ($500.00) per violation. 

(3) Each daily violation constitutes a separate offense. 

(4) In determining the amount of any penalty to be assessed pursuant to this rule, the Board may 
consider such factors as the following: 

(a) Whether the amount imposed will be a substantial economic deterrent to the violator; 
(b) The circumstances leading to the violation; 
(c) The severity of the violation and the risk of harm to the public; 
(d) The economic benefits gained by the violator as a result of noncompliance: 
(e) The interest of the public; and 
(f) Willfulness of the violation. 

Authority: 2009 Pub.Acts. c. 450, § 1; 2010 Pub.Acts, c. 1123, §§ 3, 7 and T.C.A. §§ 20-9-605, 20-9-606, 20-9-
607, 20-9-608, 56-1-308. 

Rule 0455-01-05-.07 is amended by inserting the text of rule 0455-01-05-.11, so the rule, as amended, shall read: 
0455 01 05 .07 FORMAL DlSPOS!T!ON-Gf:-G-0-NTESTED GAS€& 

(1) At !east tvv-enty one (21) day-&-f}Rer to the administrative he-ar+ng, a notice of heaoo-g-a-Rd a copy of the 
charges &A-at · ortor p8f-8onally or by registered or certlfled mail to 
#te--fa-&t-l4R-9Wf1 address shewH-oo-me-r-ecord s of t!::te-8e-af4 

~ comp!aifi-1:-my-tte--a-mond-eG--pRBHB-the hearing but no a~n-t--64al~-mm-e-El­
Wfi-fB-R ls not germa-Ae-4e--rne charge OF--Bl:1-afges or 1Nhich matoricilly--a-i+ei=s-tl=lB-+:taruR::-Bt-at~cttt€ffi-8:.e 
Gha~-he--@eard shall hav-e-ti=h.,~-gtt-He-cte-tef~B+Bflcy of the comp!ainh 

hl+-A-l::nBHG+}-ffi+---\Al4tfl18-f3-VVrt+--m-f.hB-Gornplaint may be fl!~ho Board's dosi§-R-e~-J::i-e circumstances 
SHFrotmding tho attempt to Wffi:lt!--e-e,~El by the persoR-WftO is attempting to 
v,,--d--me-eYfi-l-a-Ration shall be considered. No complaint that is well founded will be 
~~oo-Bf-tI~-e-er+gmal-Ge-rnf,lainant. 

(4) Pleadings relating to discipU-Haf-y-f}fBGe-edings pending be~B-f-Ue<l-wl-m-the Board)s 
ti-e-~f~BfttBd filed upoo-a~ 

{-B~osts for sub~e-:f+h.,Qff-\~rd at least ton (10) days prior to the h~oog 
w-ill=l--m-e appropriate subpoena prose-ssi-H§}.fee~,/\ny expense for service by a sheriff) process server or 
other entity shall be the-r~..Jt:l-i-l#y-ef~ty requesting the subpoena. /\ny expeASe&-+RB-8ffe€! 
~enas requesteft-I~~:i-t,e.~es or related to pFeduction of 
-~Y.-~VR-9-fequested the issuance of sai~ 

(6) The heaoog shall be conOOBt:e~e-ard in th8--j3fEJ-&8HBB of a hearift§ officer or 13-y-a-+1~ 
e#J.cer, pursuant to T.C,,t\~4!+-te~!! be under oath a-84-&ha!! be traR-C'vBfi-Bed by a court 
fep-9rtef-s'oGfi-efl~oard. Te-!Bphonic or other real ti. · · · ~ 
dis cretl on BHR-e-ne-afi.R-g-e#+ceF-c 
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0455-01-05-.0744 REINSTATEMENT OF A SUSPENDED OR REVOKED LICENSE. 

(1) Application for reinstatement shall include evidence of corrective action taken by the licensee. 
fefl~-i-e-R,ei:-elimination or resolution of the-ro0nditions for re-ve~ Such application shall be made 
utilizing the forms provided by the Board. 

(2) Appl~f-a--fBV&l~t4Ge-f¥'vB----rnaY be reso-1¥ed informally or through the formar 
hearing pr-eGBS&-

(2.J.) In considering reinstatement of a revoked license, the Board may evaluate factors that include but 
are not limited to: 

(a) Severity of the act(s) that resulted in suspension or revocation of the license. 
(b) Conduct of the applicant subsequent to the suspension or revocation of license. 
(c) Lapse of time since suspension or revocation. 
(d) Compliance with all reinstatement requirements stipulated by the Board. 
(e) Rehabilitation attained by the applicant as evidenced by statements provided directly to the 
Board from qualified individuals who have professional knowledge of the applicant. 
(f) V-Vhe#tBf the app!iG-a-A-H-s-+R--V-IB!ation of any app!icable-&t-aru-t-e-BH-H-1&.- Violation by the applicant 
of any applicable statute or rule. 
(g) Directly or implied representation{fil +r-teA-m-8--f:}e-rsoo-was-a--Hcensed court repOHBf of licensure 
by the individual during the period of revocation. 

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 20-9-605, 20-9-606, 20-9-607 and 20-9-608. 

Rule 0455-01-05-.08 is amended by deleting the text of the rule in its entirety. 

0455 01 05~-Ml\L DISPOSITION OF CONTESTED CASES. 

(1) Cornp!alm&-er--GOOtroversies-m-ay-e-e--GBR-Skl-erod and resolved by the Board or 8~3h 
alternative dispute res~-BB-R-fe-r-e-R-Be&,mEH~ti-R-§B-;-Bf-Other informal means. Such lRfBffB-cH 
m-eas-ures shall be held vvithout prejudice to th~Board thereafter tG-ffiS-tiMe-fer--m-a-t 
f*OGeedlng~pG-A-th-e--&ame-B~-e-rial if circumstan-Ge&-S~ 

-f.2) Informal dispositions may be made-of any contested case by stipulati~~ 
order or default or by another metho~ · · · · roved by tho 
8eafEh 

Authority: T.C./\. §§ 20 9 605, 20-9 606, 20 9 607 an~~ 

Rule 0455-01-05-.09 is amended by deleting the text of the rule in its entirety 

0455 01 05~EC!S!ONS OF THE BOAR-Q~ 

~f*}A-the evidence presented at tho administrawe hearing or pursuant to informal disp9Sffi00 
. ' 

(a) Dismiss the complaint 
~-+m-and the resp~ 
~~~.as-e~:e-e-ation status, subject to any conditions impe-s-e4 
(d) Suspend the respondent's Ii-sense. A su~i-Gefl.&e is subject to expiration during the 
&i:IBf}8-AS+GH-t}eR-94 

~CLf-espondont's li&SW'~ 
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ef-8-8t-al-rung a license, or othor,A4se--v+e4-ffi:e.r.:,-{-Fh_,o....+eftfl-e-"~orter Act of 2000 or tho ruios 
-p~ooGef.;---E~.+eH-a-f4er notice is considered a sepa~ 

(3) Tho decision&-0f the Board shall be in \NfiB-R-gH-R-me form of an order, a copy of vvhich s!=t-aU-B~e-El­
~B-tB-me-rer--t&-aooFR-ey:-

~ns of the-Board shall be-B-lJ-9~-dissemina-tie-f+.. 

~..,-m-ay-e-e-mooe--ftl::lrSUant to tr:i-e-bJniform Admm-l-s-tratdve-Procedure Act provisions on contested 
case~-4,GR-a-pter 5, Part 3. 

(6) AU membe~~-if,afe-B-ntit!ed to vote and to make or second motions ln 
EiiscipHnary matters ffiEGef-)HBr on the Investigative Committee, 
servo as tho Complainant, or--Ha¥e a conflict of 1ntorest it=t-t-h-~cidod. A majority of those 
m~oard present and votittfr-G-R any matter shaH decide that matter before the-Be-afE!-:-

/\uthority: T.C./\. §§ 2G--9-&95, 20 9 606, 20 9 607 antl---2-G---9--600-: 

Rule 0455-01-05-.10 is amended by deleting the text of the rule in its entirety. 

04-§5 01 05 .10 APPLICATION FOLLOV\4-W~U-/\L OF LlCEf\JSURE. 

(1) Application for a license foHevving denl-a+--ef-l-icensure shall include ov-+Etence of rehabilitation, or 
oliminatioR-BHese-H::ltion of tho conditions f-Gf----d-e.n.l. 

~R---B>-R-fl-fl-H--HG-crnBAS-ffil+evv-lttEl--e-eoo~may be resolved either informally or through 
m-e formal hearing procesS-: 

(3) In considrnmg a subsequent application for Hconsure, the-Be-are-may-evaluate factors that inc!ooe-13-u-t 
~4* 

fa) The severity of the--aG-t(s) or omiss~J:He&H-~a! of license. 
(b) Tho con d l:ffil-ef-me app! ica-A-t--&l-1-BSBEj-H-eR-t--t-e-tl=t~oo&&.-
(c) The !apse of time since denial of !icense-:-
~~-.-a-t-ed by the Board as a prerequisite for a subso~ 
application-: 

Rule 0455-01-06-.01 is amended by adding paragraph (6) so that the rule reads as follows: 

0455-01-06-.01 CONTINUING EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS. 

(1) Beginning with the first renewal and every renewal thereafter, every licensee who applies for renewal 
of a license shall have completed two (2) credits of continuing education (CE) relevant to the practice of 
court reporting. 

(2) A-Rrenewal -PQeriod is the twenty:four (24) months preceding July 1 of the year of license expiration. 

(3) A CE credit means ten (10) hours of continuing education. 
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(4) A CE hour means a minimum of fifty (50) minutes of actual clock time spent by a licensee in actual 
attendance at and completion of an approved CE activity. After completion of the initial CE hour, credit 
may be given in Bf-l-8-half hour (.5) increments. 

(5) Non-x resident -blicensees shall comply with the CE Requirements set forth in this Section. 

(6) Failure to obtain the requisite CE credits will result in an incomplete application and will cause the 
application to not be processed. 

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 20-9-605, 20-9-607 and 20-9-612. 

Rule 0455-01-06-.05 is amended by deleting the text of the rule in its entirety. 

~ renevml applicant's CE credit will be rev+e\N-Bd to ensure that t-Re CE re{quirement has been mot 

~re there appears to be a lac!< of compliance with the CE requirement, an applicant shall be 
notified ln Vlrlting. Such applicant may request ~-\NH-A-the Board. 

~e Board may-ffiBBffiffiBR~~eing tak-e-n--te--ee-g+A-f~linary proceedin@&-feffiGft­
compliaAG-e vvith the G-€~ 

Authority: T.C./\. §§ 20 9 605, 2~20 9 61-2:-:-

Rule 0455-01-06-.06 is amended by deleting the text of the rule in its entirety. 

G4B5 01 06 .06 \AL/\!VER OF- CE REQUIREMENTS. 

~al applicant seel,ing ronevva-1--e-f--a~lthout ha~e~ 
requirements sha-1+-f.H "· ·cation a!-e-R§--with tho required roA-eVVa! foe, a 
&tatemBRt setting forth tho facts concerning non compliance and request a 'Naiver of the CE requireffloots­
on the basis of the&vo..fu-cts. /\ reques-t--fuF-Wai---t-e-tA-e--ffiBBwa~e--Boo-r-4, 
#R4s--from-fu€--docurnentation submittee-#ta-t--sY~~evvn for grant~ 
Board ~-wm~Bfttr~or the renB\Na+-p-eFJ.e4.:f.ef--Wrns~cant has 
~+f} shall be determined on an iR41-v-ioo-a-t-basi~-e--Board a~ defined as an 
4Ra-B+l-i-ty--te--d-ev~vl::tffi-e-i-eR-t--A-e-l:lfs-4e--fu.i~--me--G~-req u ire men ts-e-uri n g the a pp !iGffi-i-8-R-f=)r-B-fBHBwa+ 
flefi.e€J--Because of: · 

(a) Fu!! tlme-sv&f\4ce in the armed forces-of the United State-s--durlng a substantial part of tho pro 
~Bff8t4 
(b) An incapacitating iHness documented by a statement from a Gtlrrent!y licensed physician; 
(c) /\ physical inability to travel to the sites of appFe-Ve-a-f)rograms documented by a c~ 
-l+G~ 
(cl) Being retired from practice arn:l--n-et-pe#ermlng reporti~ 
fe) /\ny otheF-Si-fA.ftar extenuating circurnstanBe&:-

/\ti-t-he-F#y: T.C./\. §§ 20 9 605, 20 9 607 and 20 9 612. 
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* If a roll-call vote was necessary, the vote by the Agency on these rulemaking hearing rules was as follows: 

Board Member Aye No Abstain Absent Signature 
(if required) 

Ken Mansfield X 
Britton Collins X 
Earl Houston X 
Terri Beckham X 
John Rambo X 
Ken Gibson X 

I certify that this is an accurate and complete copy of rulemaking hearing rules, lawfully promulgated and adopted 
by the Board of Court Reporting on 06/16/2016, and is in compliance with the provisions of T.C.A. § 4-5-222. 

I further certify the following: 

Notice of Rulemaking Hearing filed with the Department of State on: 04/26/2016 

Rulemaking Hearing(s) Conducted on: (add more dates). 06/16/2016 

Date: 

Signature: _____________________ _ 

Name of Officer: ----------------------

Title of Officer: ----------------------

Subscribed and sworn to before me on: ------------------

Notary Public Signature: ------------------
My commission expires on: _________________ _ 

All rulemaking hearing rules provided for herein have been examined by the Attorney General and Reporter of the 
State of Tennessee and are approved as to legality pursuant to the provisions of the Administrative Procedures 
Act, Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 4, Chapter 5. 

Department of State Use Only 

Filed with the Department of State on: 

Effective on: 

SS-7039 (June 2016) 14 

Herbert H. Slatery Ill 
Attorney General and Reporter 

Date 

----------------

----------------

Tre Hargett 
Secretary of State 
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Public Hearing Comments 

One copy of a document containing responses to comments made at the public hearing must accompany the 
· filing pursuant to T.C.A. § 4-5-222. Agencie$ shall include only their responses to public hearing comments, 
which can be summarized. No letters of inquiry from parties questioning the rule will be accepted. When no 
comments are received at the public hearing, the agency need only draft a memorandum stating such and include 
it with the Rulemaking Hearing Rule filing. Minutes of the meeting will not be accepted. Transcripts are not 
acceptable. 
Comment: Jimmie Jane McConnell, written comment: Do the proposed rule and regulation changes only apply to 
changes and all other areas remain? 
Response: The rules posted originally, were the proposed changes only. Upon publication of the redlined version 
of the rules, the public is able to see that unless the rules have a redlined change, the language remains the 
same. There was no change to the rules as a result of the comment. 

Comment: Jimmie Jane McConnell, written comment: Why was the military applicant rule included? 
Response: The military applicant rule was added to comply with federal law and Tenn. Code Ann. §4-3-1304(d). 
There was no change to the rules as a result of the comment. 

Comment: Jimmie Jane McConnell, written comment: At the June 2015 meeting, amendments to the Standards 
of Professional Conduct, Tenn. Comp. R. & Regs. 0455-01-04-.01, were adopted and do not appear to be added 
to the current version of the rules. Ms. McConnell included proposed sections (p) through (v). 
Response: The rules presented were not added at the June 2015 meeting for the Board of Court Reporting. 
There is no reference in the minutes from the aforementioned meeting. The Board of Court Reporting voted to not 
include the proposed changes, submitted by Ms. McConnell in the current rulemaking hearing rules. There was 
no change to the rules as a result of the comment. 

Comment: Jimmie Jane McConnell, written comment: Are subsections (1), (2), and (3) of Section 0455-01-05 still 
part of the rules. 
Response: Yes, unless sections are specifically excluded, they remain a part of the rules. There was no change 
to the rules as a result of the comment. 

Comment: Jimmie Jane McConnell, written comment: Are sections .02, .03, and .04 of Section 0455-01-06 still 
part of the rules. 
Response: Yes, unless sections are specifically excluded, they remain a part of the rules. There was no change 
to the rules as a result of the comment. 

Comment: Jimmie Jane McConnell, written comment: ·Ms. McConnell states that the Board previously approved 
additional continuing education credits be added as acceptable to Tenn. Comp. R. & Regs. 0455-01-.02, including 
services to a national or state association board; one (1) year of service on a committed verified by the chair; 
proctoring a national certification test; monitoring a national certification test; mentoring; outreach and additional 
activities; completing a proficiency test. 
Response: The suggested additions will not be added as the existing continuing education rules sufficiently 
encompass of the listed activities. There was no change to the rules as a result of the comment. 

Comment: Jimmie Jane McConnell, written comment: Ms. McConnell made a suggestion that subsection 1 (b) of 
Tenn. Comp. R. & Regs. 0455-01-06-.04 should be rephrased. 
Response: The suggested change goes to a part of the rules that were not opened and/or published to public in 
the Notice of Rulemaking Hearing to be discussed. The proposed rule change will be discussed through a 
separate proposed change. There was no change to the rules as a result of the comment. 

Comment: Jimmie Jane McConnell, written comment: Why was Tenn. Comp. R. & Regs. 0455-01-06-.05 
deleted? 
Response: The section was deleted as it exceeded the authority of the Board of Court Reporting. There was no 
change to the rules as a result of the comment. 

Comment: Jimmie Jane McConnell, written comment: Why was Tenn. Comp. R. & Regs. 0455-01-06-.06 
deleted? 
Response: The section was deleted as it exceeded the authority of the Board of Court Reporting. There was no 
change to the rules as a result of the comment. 

SS-7039 (June 2016) 15 RDA 1693 



Regulatory Flexibility Addendum 
Pursuant to T.C.A. §§ 4-5-401 through 4-5-404, prior to initiating the rule making process as described in T.C.A. 
§ 4-5-202(a)(3) and T.C.A. § 4-5-202(a), all agencies shall conduct a review of whether a proposed rule or rule 
affects small businesses. 

(1) The type or types of small business and an identification and estimate of the number of small businesses 
subject to the proposed rule that would bear the cost of, or directly benefit from the proposed rule; 

Answer: The rule changes would affect any court reporter licensed or person attempting to be licensed in the 
State of Tennessee. There are 699 licensed court reporters currently. 

(2) The projected reporting, recordkeeping and other administrative costs required for compliance with the 
proposed rule, including the type of professional skills necessary for preparation of the report or record; 

Answer: The rule changes would create a more efficient and concise for licensed court reporters and applicants. 
The administrative skills and/or costs required for compliance with the proposed rules set forth an 
increase in civil penalties for violations. 

(3) A statement of the probable effect on impacted small businesses and consumers; 

Answer: These rules will have no effect on consumers. Small business may be required to alter the method of 
payment and amount of fees in addition to the process of investigations and complaints. 

(4) A description of any less burdensome, less intrusive or less costly alternative methods of achieving the 
purpose and objectives of the proposed rule that may exist, and to what extent the alternative means might be 
less burdensome to small business; 

Answer: The proposed changes to the existing rules are minimally burdensome/intrusive to small businesses. 

(5) A comparison of the proposed rule with any federal or state counterparts; and 

Answer: With regards to temporary licenses, there are state regulations that provide for the granting of additional 
temporary licenses upon proof of good cause, extenuating circumstances, and/or approval by the state's 
Board of Court Reporting. The proposed rule is drafted in a similar fashion. 

(6) Analysis of the effect of the possible exemption of small businesses from all or any part of the requirements 
contained in the proposed rule. 

Answer: An exemption of small businesses from the aforementioned requirements would create an increased cost 
to each individual applicant and create an additional administrative process upon the agency, decreasing 
its standardization and efficiency in processing applications. 
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Impact on Local Governments 

Pursuant to T.C.A. §§ 4-5-220 and 4-5-228 "any rule proposed to be promulgated shall state in a simple 
declarative sentence, without additional comments on the merits of the policy of the rules or regulation, whether 
the rule or regulation may have a projected impact on local governments." (See Public Chapter Number 1070 
(http://state.tn.us/sos/acts/106/pub/pc1070.pdf) of the 2010 Session of the General Assembly) 

There is no expected impact on local government by the promulgation of the proposed rules. 
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Additional Information Required by Joint Government Operations Committee 

All agencies, upon filing a rule, must also submit the following pursuant to T.C.A. § 4-5-226(i)(1 ). 

(A) A brief summary of the rule and a description of all relevant changes in previous regulations effectuated by 
such rule; 

The amended rules remove references to the Administrative Office of the Courts, reduce the reinstatement fee 
to $350, allow for the Board to review good cause in granting an additional temporary license, and remove the 
licensure by grandfathering regulations. The amended rules also clarify the late renewal requirements, establish 
requirements for military applicants, clarify Board authority with respect to standards of professional conduct, 
and simplify investigation and complaint regulations, and increases civil penalties for violations. Finally, the 
amended rules remove the regulations related to formal and informal disposition of contested case, waiver of 
continuing education requirements and regulations for decisions of the board, clarify reinstatement regulations 
and remove regulations regarding reapplication. 

(B) A citation to and brief description of any federal law or regulation or any state law or regulation mandating 
promulgation of such rule or establishing guidelines relevant thereto; 

These amended rules are drafted under the Tennessee Court Reporter Act of 2009, where the goal is "to 
establish and maintain a standard of competency for individuals engaged in the practice of court reporting and 
for the protection of the public and for litigants whose rights to personal freedom and property are affected by 
the competency of court reporters." Tenn. Code. Ann. ~ 20-9-601 (b ). 

(C) Identification of persons, organizations, corporations or governmental entities most directly affected by this 
rule, and whether those persons, organizations, corporations or governmental entities urge adoption or 
rejection of this rule; 

All current licensed court reporters as well as future applicants will be affected by these amendments. The 
De artment ur es ado tion of these rules. 

(D) Identification of any opinions of the attorney general and reporter or any judicial ruling that directly relates to 
the rule; 

There are no known opinions of the attorney general and reporter or any judicial ruling that directly relates to the 
amended rules. 

(E) An estimate of the probable increase or decrease in state and local government revenues and expenditures, 
if any, resulting from the promulgation of this rule, and assumptions and reasoning upon which the estimate 
is based. An agency shall not state that the fiscal impact is minimal if the fiscal impact is more than two 
percent (2%) of the agency's annual budget or five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000), whichever is less; 

The promulgation of these rules are not estimated to result in an increase or decrease in state and local 
government revenues and expenditures of two percent (2%) or greater or five hundred thousand dollars 
($500,000). 

(F) Identification of the appropriate agency representative or representatives, possessing substantial knowledge 
and understanding of the rule; 

Ashley N. Thomas 
Assistant General Counsel 
Division of Regulatory Boards 
Department of Commerce and Insurance 
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(G) Identification of the appropriate agency representative or representatives who will explain the rule at a 
scheduled meeting of the committees; 

Ashley N. Thomas 
Assistant General Counsel 
Division of Regulatory Boards 
Department of Commerce and Insurance 

(H) Office address, telephone number, and email address of the agency representative or representatives who 
will explain the rule at a scheduled meeting of the committees; and 

Ashley N. Thomas 
500 James Robertson Parkway 
Nashville, TN 37243 
615-7 41-3072 
ashlev.thomas@tn.oov 

(I) Any additional information relevant to the rule proposed for continuation that the committee requests. 

I No additional information requested. 
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Cody Ryan York 
Director of Publications 

Ms. Ashley N. Thomas 

Tennessee Secretary of State 

Tre Hargett 

Publications Division 

312 Rosa L. Parks Avenue, 8th Floor 

Nashville, Tennessee 37243-1102 

October 13, 2016 

Tennessee Board of Court Reporting 
Department of Commerce and Insurance 
500 James Robertson Parkway 
Nashville, TN 37243 

Dear Ms. Thomas, 

-r, 

2016 OCT ! 3 PM 3: 36 

615-253-4564 
Cody.Y ork@tn.gov 

Pursuant to T.C.A § 4-5-226(i)(4), we are rejecting the Rulemaking Hearing Rule filing with 
the sequence number 08-27-16 because it does not conform to the requirements set forth in 
T.C.A. § 4-5-226(i). 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact my office at 615-741-2650. 

?JJ,:I 
Cody Ryan York 
Director of Publications 

c: State of Tennessee Administrative Registry 

sos.tn.gov 


