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(Place substance of rules and other info here. Statutory authority must be given for each rule change. For 
information on formatting rules go to http://state.tn.us/sos/rules/1360/1360.htm) 

Chapter 1000-01-.17 Rules and Regulations of Registered Nurses 

Amendments 

Rule 1000-01-.17 Interstate Nurse Licensure is amended by deleting the rule in its entirety and substituting instead 
the following language, so that as amended, the new rule shall read: 

1000-01-.17 Interstate Nurse Licensure. Pursuant to the Interstate Nurse Licensure Compact, a license to 
practice registered nursing issued by a home state to a resident in that state will be recognized by each party 
state as authorizing a multistate licensure privilege to practice as a registered nurse in such party state. 

(1) 	 Definitions. As used in this rule, the following terms shall have the following meanings ascribed to 
them: 

(a) 	 "Alternative program" means a VOluntary, non-disciplinary monitoring program approved by a 
nurse licensing board. 

(b) 	 "Board" means party state's regulatory body responsible for issuing nurse licenses. 

(c) 	 "Coordinated licensure information system" means an integrated process for collecting, storing, 
and sharing information on nurse licensure and enforcement activities related to nurse 
licensure laws, which is administered by a non-profit organization composed of state nurse 
licensing boards. 

(d) 	 "Current significant investigative information" means: 

1. 	 Investigative information that a licensing board, after a preliminary inquiry that includes 
notification and an opportunity for the nurse to respond if required by state law, has 
reason to believe is not groundless and, if proved true, would indicate more than a minor 
infraction; or 

2. 	 Investigative information that indicates that the nurse represents an immediate threat to 
public health and safety regardless of whether the nurse has been notified and had an 
opportunity to respond. 

(e) 	 "Home state" means the party state which is the nurse's primary state of residence. 

(f) 	 "Information System" means the coordinated licensure information system. 

(g) 	 "Interstate Nurse Licensure Compacr' means the uniform legislation which is substantially 
similar to Tennessee's Public Chapter 538 of the Public Acts of 2002, which, when enacted into 
law by participating states, establishes multistate licensure privileges for registered nurses and 
licensed practical nurses. 

(h) 	 "Multistate licensure privilege" means current, official authority from a remote state permitting 
the practice of nursing as a registered nurse in such party state. 

(i) 	 "Nurse" means a registered nurse as that term is defined by each party's state practice laws. 

(j) 	 "Party state" means any state that has adopted the Interstate Nurse Licensure Compact. 

(k) 	 "Primary state of residence" means the state of a person's declared fixed permanent and 
principal home for legal purposes; domicile. 
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(I) 	 "Public" means any individual or entity other than designated staff or representatives of party 
state boards or the National Council of State Boards of Nursing, Inc. 

(m) 	 "Remote state" means a party state, other than the home state: 

1. 	 Where the patient is located at the time nursing care is provided; or 

2. 	 In the case of the practice of nursing not involving a patient, in such party state where the 
recipient of nursing practice is located. 

(2) 	 Issuance of License by a Compact Party State - As of July 1, 2005, no applicant for initial licensure 
may be issued a compact license granting a multi-state privilege to practice unless the applicant first 
obtains a passing score on the applicable National Council Licensure Examination (NCLEX) or its 
predecessor examination used for licensure. 

(a) 	 A nurse applying for a license in a home party state shall produce evidence of the nurse's 
primary state of residence. Such evidence shall include a declaration signed by the licensee. 
Further evidence that may be requested may include but is not limited to: 

1. 	 Driver's license with a home address; 

2. 	 Voter registration card displaying a home address; or 

3. 	 Federal income tax return declaring the primary state of residence; or 

4. 	 Military Form No. 2058 - state of legal residence certificate; or 

5. 	 W2 from US Government or any bureau, division or agency thereof indicating the 
declared state of residence. 

(b) 	 A nurse on a visa from another country applying for licensure in a party state may declare 
either the country of origin or the party state as the primary state of residence. If the foreign 
country is declared the primary state of residence, a single state license will be issued by the 
party state. 

(c) 	 A license issued by a party state is valid for practice in all other party states unless clearly 
deSignated as valid only in the state which issued the license. 

(d) 	 When a party state issues a license authorizing practice only in that state and not authorizing 
practice in other party states (I.e. a single state license), the license shall be clearly marked 
with words indicating that it is valid only in the state of issuance. 

(e) 	 A nurse changing primary state of residence, from one party state to another party state, may 
continue to practice under the former home state license and multistate licensure privilege 
during the processing of the nurse's licensure application in the new home state for a period not 
to exceed thirty (30) days. 

(f) 	 The licensure application in the new home state of a nurse under pending investigation by the 
former home state shall be held in abeyance and the thirty (30) day period in subparagraph (e) 
shall be stayed until resolution of the pending investigation. 

(g) 	 The former home state license shall no longer be valid upon the issuance of a new home state 
license. 

(h) 	 If a decision is made by the new home state denying licensure, the new home state shall notify 
the former home state within ten (10) business days and the former home state may take action 
in accordance with that state's laws and rules. 

(3) 	 Limitations on Multistate Licensure Privilege - Discipline 
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(a) 	 Home state boards shall include in all licensure disciplinary orders and/or agreements that limit 
practice and/or require monitoring the requirement that the licensee subject to said order and/or 
agreement will agree to limit the licensee's practice to the home state during the pendency of 
the disciplinary order and/or agreement. This requirement may, in the alternative, allow the 
nurse to practice in other party states with prior written authorization from both the home state 
and such other party state boards. 

(b) 	 An individual who had a license which was surrendered, revoked, suspended, or an application 
denied for cause in a prior state of primary residence, may be issued a single state license in a 
new primary state of residence until such time as the individual would be eligible for an 
unrestricted license by the prior state(s) of adverse action. Once eligible for licensure in the 
prior state(s), a multistate license may be issued. 

(4) 	 Information System 

(a) 	 Levels of access 

1. 	 The public shall have access to nurse licensure information contained in the Information 
System limited to: 

(i) 	 The nurse's name, 

(ii) 	 Jurisdiction(s) of licensure, 

(iii) 	 License expiration date(s), 

(iv) 	 Licensure classification(s) and status(es), 

(v) 	 Public emergency and final disciplinary actions, as defined by contributing state 
authority; and 

(vi) 	 The status of multistate licensure privileges. 

2. 	 Non-party state boards shall have access to all Information System data except current 
Significant investigative information and other information as limited by contributing party 
state authority. 

3. 	 Party state boards shall have access to all Information System data contributed by the 
party states and other information as limited by contributing non-party state authority. 

(b) 	 The licensee may request in writing to the home state board to review the data relating to the 
licensee in the Information System. In the event a licensee asserts that any data relating to him 
or her is inaccurate, the burden of proof shall be upon the licensee to provide evidence that 
substantiates such claim. The Board shall verify and within ten (10) business days correct 
inaccurate data to the Information System. 

(c) 	 The Board shall report to the Information System within ten (10) business days: 

1. 	 Disciplinary action, agreement or order requiring participation in alternative programs or 
which limit practice or require monitoring (except agreements and orders relating to 
participation in alternative programs required to remain nonpublic by contributing state 
authority) 

2. 	 Dismissal of complaint, and 

3. 	 Changes in status of disciplinary action, or licensure encumbrance. 

(d) 	 Current significant investigative information shall be deleted from the Information System within 
ten (10) business days upon report of disciplinary action, agreement or order requiring 
participation in alternative programs or agreements which limit practice or require monitoring or 
dismissal of a complaint. 
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(e) 	 Changes to licensure information in the Information System shall be completed within ten (10) 
business days upon notification by a board. 

Authority: T.CA §§4-5-202, 4-5-204, 63-7-104, 63-7-105, 63-7-113, 63-7-115, 63-7-207, and 63-7-301 et seq. 

Chapter 1000-02-.16 Rules and Regulations of Licensed Practical Nurses 

Amendments 

Rule 1000-02-.16 Interstate Nurse Licensure is amended by deleting the rule in its entirety and substituting instead 
the following language, so that as amended, the new rule shall read: 

1000-02-.16 Interstate Nurse Licensure. Pursuant to the Interstate Nurse Licensure Compact, a license to 
practice practical nursing issued by a home state to a resident in that state will be recognized by each party state 
as authorizing a multistate licensure privilege to practice as a practical nurse in such party state. 

(1) 	 Definitions. As used in this rule, the following terms shall have the following meanings ascribed to 
them: 

(a) 	 "Alternative program" means a voluntary, non-disciplinary monitoring program approved by a 
nurse licensing board. 

(b) 	 "Board" means party state's regulatory body responsible for issuing nurse licenses. 

(c) 	 "Coordinated licensure information system" means an integrated process for collecting. storing, 
and sharing information on nurse licensure and enforcement activities related to nurse 
licensure laws, which is administered by a non-profit organization composed of state nurse 
licensing boards. 

(d) 	 "Current significant investigative information" means: 

1. 	 Investigative information that a licensing board, after a preliminary inquiry that includes 
notification and an opportunity for the nurse to respond if required by state law, has 
reason to believe is not groundless and, if proved true, would indicate more than a minor 
infraction; or 

2. 	 Investigative information that indicates that the nurse represents an immediate threat to 
public health and safety regardless of whether the nurse has been notified and had an 
opportunity to respond. 

(e) 	 "Home state" means the party state which is the nurse's primary state of residence. 

(f) 	 "Information System" means the coordinated licensure information system. 

(g) 	 "Interstate Nurse Licensure Compact" means the uniform legislation which is substantially 
similar to Tennessee's Public Chapter 538 of the Public Acts of 2002, which, when enacted into 
law by participating states, establishes multistate licensure privileges for registered nurses and 
licensed practical nurses. 

(h) 	 "Multistate licensure privilege" means current, official authority from a remote state permitting 
the practice of nursing as a practical nurse in such party state. 

(i) 	 "Nurse" means a practical nurse as that term is defined by each party's state practice laws. 

(j) 	 "Party state" means any state that has adopted the Interstate Nurse Licensure Compact. 

(k) 	 "Primary state of residence" means the state of a person's declared fixed permanent and 
principal home for legal purposes; domicile. 
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(I) 	 "Public" means any individual or entity other than designated staff or representatives of party 
state boards or the National Council of State Boards of Nursing, Inc. 

(m) 	 "Remote state" means a party state, other than the home state: 

1. 	 Where the patient is located at the time nursing care is provided; or 

2. 	 In the case of the practice of nursing not involving a patient, in such party state where the 
recipient of nursing practice is located. 

(2) 	 Issuance of License by a Compact Party State - As of July 1, 2005, no applicant for initial licensure 
may be issued a compact license granting a multi-state privilege to practice unless the applicant first 
obtains a passing score on the applicable National Council Licensure Exam ination (NCLEX) or its 
predecessor examination used for licensure. 

(a) 	 A nurse applying for a license in a home party state shall produce evidence of the nurse's 
primary state of residence. Such evidence shall include a declaration signed by the licensee. 
Further evidence that may be requested may include but is not limited to: 

1. 	 Driver's license with a home address; 

2. 	 Voter registration card displaying a home address; or 

3. 	 Federal income tax return declaring the primary state of residence; or 

4. 	 Military Form No. 2058 - state of legal residence certificate; or 

5. 	 W2 from US Government or any bureau, division or agency thereof indicating the 
declared state of residence. 

(b) 	 A nurse on a visa from another country applying for licensure in a party state may declare 
either the country of origin or the party state as the primary state of residence. If the foreign 
country is declared the primary state of residence, a single state license will be issued by the 
party state. 

(c) 	 A license issued by a party state is valid for practice in all other party states unless clearly 
designated as valid only in the state which issued the license. 

(d) 	 When a party state issues a license authorizing practice only in that state and not authorizing 
practice in other party states (Le. a single state license), the license shall be clearly marked 
with words indicating that it is valid only in the state of issuance. 

(e) 	 A nurse changing primary state of residence, from one party state to another party state, may 
continue to practice under the former home state license and multistate licensure privilege 
during the processing of the nurse's licensure application in the new home state for a period not 
to exceed thirty (30) days. 

(f) 	 The licensure application in the new home state of a nurse under pending investigation by the 
former home state shall be held in abeyance and the thirty (30) day period in subparagraph (e) 
shall be stayed until resolution of the pending investigation. 

(g) 	 The former home state license shall no longer be valid upon the issuance of a new home state 
license. 

(h) 	 If a decision is made by the new home state denying licensure, the new home state shall notify 
the former home state within ten (10) business days and the former home state may take action 
in accordance with that state's laws and rules. 

(3) 	 Limitations on Multistate Licensure Privilege - Discipline 
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(a) 	 Home state boards shall include in all licensure disciplinary orders and/or agreements that limit 
practice and/or require monitoring the requirement that the licensee subject to said order and/or 
agreement will agree to limit the licensee's practice to the home state during the pendency of 
the disciplinary order and/or agreement. This requirement may, in the alternative, allow the 
nurse to practice in other party states with prior written authorization from both the home state 
and such other party state boards. 

(b) 	 An individual who had a license which was surrendered, revoked, suspended, or an application 
denied for cause in a prior state of primary residence, may be issued a single state license in a 
new primary state of residence until such time as the individual would be eligible for an 
unrestricted license by the prior state(s) of adverse action. Once eligible for licensure in the 
prior state(s), a multistate license may be issued. 

(4) 	 Information System 

(a) 	 Levels of access 

1. 	 The public shall have access to nurse licensure information contained in the Information 
System limited to: 

(i) 	 The nurse's name, 

(ii) 	 Jurisdiction(s) of licensure, 

(iii) 	 License expiration date(s), 

(iv) 	 Licensure classification(s) and status(es), 

(v) 	 Public emergency and final disciplinary actions, as defined by contributing state 
authority; and 

(vi) 	 The status of multistate licensure privileges. 

2. 	 Non-party state boards shall have access to all Information System data except current 
significant investigative information and other information as limited by contributing party 
state authority. 

3. 	 Party state boards shall have access to all Information System data contributed by the 
party states and other information as limited by contributing non-party state authority. 

(b) 	 The licensee may request in writing to the home state board to review the data relating to the 
licensee in the Information System. In the event a licensee asserts that any data relating to him 
or her is inaccurate, the burden of proof shall be upon the licensee to provide evidence that 
substantiates such claim. The Board shall verify and within ten (10) business days correct 
inaccurate data to the Information System. 

(c) 	 The Board shall report to the Information System within ten (10) business days: 

1. 	 Disciplinary action, agreement or order requiring participation in alternative programs or 
which limit practice or require monitoring (except agreements and orders relating to 
participation in alternative programs required to remain nonpublic by contributing state 
authority) 

2. 	 Dismissal of complaint, and 

3. 	 Changes in status of disciplinary action, or licensure encumbrance. 

(d) 	 Current significant investigative information shall be deleted from the Information System within 
ten (10) business days upon report of disciplinary action, agreement or order requiring 
participation in alternative programs or agreements which limit practice or require monitoring or 
dismissal of a complaint. 
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(e) 	 Changes to licensure information in the Information 8ystem shall be completed within ten (10) 
business days upon notification by a board. 

Authority: T.e.A. §§4-5-202, 4-5-204,63-7-104,63-7-105,63-7-113,63-7-115, 63-7-207. and 63-7-301 et seq. 
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* If a roll-call vote was necessary, the vote by the Agency on these rulemaking hearing rules was as follows: 

Board Member Aye No Abstain Absent Signature 
(if required) 

Cheryl Stegbauer. RN X 
Carol Lynn Thompson, RN X 
Debra Pecka Malina, RN X 
Barbara Brennan, RN X 
Terri Bowman. LPN X 
Debbie Holliday, LPN X 
Betty J. Thompson. RN X 
Kathleen Harkey X 
Marilyn A Dubree, RN X 
Marian Stewart, RN X 
Arthur Thompson, LPN X 

I certify that this is an accurate and complete copy of rulemaking hearing rules, lawfully promulgated and adopted 
by the Board of Nursing on 03/04/2010, and is in compliance with the provisions of TCA 4-5-222. 

I further certify the following: 

Notice of Rulemaking Hearing filed with the Department of State on: 01/1112010 

Rulemaking Hearing(s) Conducted on: (add more dates). 0310412010 

Signature: ----.JlZ..~!:::J.f'2.l.~~f..L~~~""--_______ 

Name of Officer: E. Ashley Carter 
Deputy General Counsel 

Title of Officer: Tennessee Department of Health 

.- !f>" Q(" S ' 

All rulemaking hearing rules provided for heretl)(~ve_beeh examined by the Attorney General and Reporter of the 
State of Tennessee and are approved as to legal1tf,Qw~vanl~eprovisions of the Administrative Procedures 
Act,Ienn~see Code Annotated, Title 4, Chapter.J5<';II}~Y,. 1:'\' 

: ~..... .. ~1----
Robert E. Cooper, Jr. 

6!'Y3~i(Ge~~~~~"~n_d~Repo~~r 
Date~, c.::: iLl:" 

(Dep~e~~of State Use Only 
~ ";' 

Filed with the Department of State on: ____&";_:L-.f-s'_~-r-!/_______ 

Effective on: __--.:..1.J:..!J.l-~..!::3:::....:....~-=-/..!.../_____ 
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Secretary of State 
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Public Hearing Comments 

One copy of a document containing responses to comments made at the public hearing must accompany the 
filing pursuant to T.CA §4-5-222. Agencies shall include only their responses to public hearing comments, which 
can be summarized. No letters of inquiry from parties questioning the rule will be accepted. When no comments 
are received at the public hearing, the agency need only draft a memorandum stating such and include it with the 
Rulemaking Hearing Rule filing. Minutes of the meeting will not be accepted. Transcripts are not acceptable. 

PUBLIC HEARING COMMENTS 

RULEMAKING HEARING 

TENNESSEE BOARD OF NURSING 

MARCH 4, 2010 

The rulemaking hearing for the Tennessee Board of Nursing was held on March 4, 2010 in the 
Department of Health Conference Center's Iris Room on the First Floor of the Heritage Place Building in 
MetroCenter, Nashville, Tennessee. The rulemaking hearing began at 8:45 AM and ended at 
approximately 9:30 AM. There were no written comments received or oral comments made at the 
meeting. 
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Regulatory Flexibility Addendum 

Pursuant to T.C.A. § 4-5-401 through 4-5-404, prior to initiating the rule making process as described in T.C.A. 

§ 4-5-202(a)(3) and T.C.A. § 4-5-202(a), all agencies shall conduct a review of whether a proposed rule or rule 

affects small businesses. 


(If applicable, insert Regulatory Flexibility Addendum here) 


Regulatory Flexibility Analysis 

Tennessee Board of Nursing; Rule Nos. 1000-01-.17 and 1000-02-.16 

(1) 	 The proposed rules do not overlap, duplicate, or conflict with other federal, state, or local government 
rules. 

(2) 	 The proposed rules exhibit clarity, conciseness, and lack of ambiguity. 

(3) 	 The proposed rules are not written with special consideration for the flexible compliance andlor 
reporting requirements because the licensing boards have, as their primary mission, the protection of 
the health, safety and we Hare of Tennesseans. However, the proposed rules are written with a goal of 
avoiding unduly onerous regulations. 

(4) 	 The compliance requirements throughout the proposed rules are as "user-friendly" as possible while 
still allowing the Division to achieve its mandated mission in licensing nurses. 

(5) 	 Compliance requirements are not consolidated or simplified for small businesses in the proposed 
rules for the protection of the health, safety and welfare of Tennesseans. 

(6) 	 The standards required in the proposed rules are very basic and do not necessitate the establishment 
of performance standards for small businesses. 

(7) 	 There are no unnecessary entry barriers or other effects in the proposed rules that would stifle 
entrepreneurial activity or curb innovation. 
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STATEMENT OF ECONOMIC IMPACT TO SMALL BUSINESSES 

Tennessee Board of Nursing; Rule No. 1000-01-.17 and 1000-02-.16 

1. 	 Name of Board, Committee or Council: Board of Nursing 

2. 	 Rulemaking hearing date: March 4, 2010 

3. 	 Type or types of small businesses that will be directly affected by the proposed rules: 

There will be no small businesses affected by the proposed rules. 

4. 	 Types of small businesses that will bear the cost of the proposed rules: 

There is no cost associated with the proposed rules. 

5. 	 Types of small businesses that will directly benefit from the proposed rules: 

There will be no small businesses benefitted by the proposed rules. 

6. 	 Description of how small business will be adversely Impacted by the proposed rules: 

There will be no small businesses adversely impacted by the proposed rules. 

7. 	 Alternatives to the proposed rule that will accomplish the same objectives but are less 
burdensome, and why they are not being proposed: 

There is no less burdensome means to accomplish the purpose of this rule amendment. 

8. 	 Comparison of the proposed rule with any federal or state counterparts: 

(a) 	 Federal: The Board is not aware of any federal counterparts. 

(b) 	 State: The Board's proposed rule amendment is consistent with the qualifications for 
licensure in other states regulating the practice of nursing who participate in the 
Interstate Nurse Licensure Compact 
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Impact on Local Governments 

Pursuant to T.C.A. 4-5-220 and 4-5-228 "any rule proposed to be promulgated shall state in a simple declarative 
sentence, without additional comments on the merits of the policy of the rules or regulation, whether the rule or 
regulation may have a projected impact on local governments." (See Public Chapter Number 1070 
(http://state.tn.us/sos/acts/106/pub/pc1070.pdf) of the 2010 Session of the General Assembly) 

These amendments to the rules are not expected to have any impact on local governments. 
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Additional Information Required by Joint Government Operations Committee 


All agencies, upon filing a rule, must also submit the following pursuant to TCA 4-5-226(i)(1). 


(A) 	 A brief summary of the rule and a description of all relevant changes in previous regulations effectuated by 
such rule; 

These changes are recommended to incorporate recent changes in the Nurse Licensure Compact Rules to 
make Tennessee's rules consistent with same. Rules 1000-01-.17(2) and 1000-02-.16(2) are being amended to 
give registered and practical nurses additional ways to provide evidence of their primary state of residence by 
permitting the licensees to additionally utilize Military Form No. 2058 - state of legal residence certificate or the 
W2 from the US Government indicating their declared state of residence. The amendment also provides that 
nurses on a visa from another country applying for licensure in a party state may declare either the county of 
origin or the party state as the primary state of residence. If the foreign country is declared the primary state of 
residence. a Single state license will be issued. A license issued by a party state will be valid for practice in all 
other party states unless it is clearly designated as being valid only in the state which issued the license. 
Additionally. when a party state issues a license authorizing practice only in that state and not authorizing 
practice in other party state, the license shall be clearly marked with words indication that it is valid only in the 
state of issuance. An amendment to 1000-01-.17(3) and 1000-02-.16(3) which places limitations on the multi­
state licensure privilege may permit an individual who had a license which was surrendered. revoked, 
suspended, or an application denied for cause in a prior state of primary residence, to be issued a single state 
license in a new primary state of residence until such time as the individual would be eligible for an unrestricted 
license by the prior state(s) of adverse action. Once the individual was eligible for licensure in the prior state(s), 
a multistate license may be issued. 

(6) 	 A citation to and brief description of any federal law or regulation or any state law or regulation mandating 
promulgation of such rule or establishing guidelines relevant thereto; 

T.CA § 63-7-301 et. seq. provides for the enactment of the Interstate Nurse Licensure Compact and T.C.A. § 
63-7-2074 Powers and Duties allows the board to romul ate rules necessa to overn its board. 

(C) 	 Identification of persons, organizations, corporations or governmental entities most directly affected by this 
rule, and whether those persons, organizations, corporations or governmental entities urge adoption or 
rejection of this rule; 

The persons affected by the rule are registered nurses and practical nurses licensed by the State of Tennessee 
Board of Nursin . 

(0) 	 Identification of any opinions of the attorney general and reporter or any judicial ruling that directly relates to 
the rule; 

I I am unaware of any opinion of the Attorney General or any judicial ruling which directly relates to this rule. 

(E) 	 An estimate of the probable increase or decrease in state and local government revenues and expenditures, 
if any, resulting from the promulgation of this rule, and assumptions and reasoning upon which the estimate 
is based. An agency shall not state that the fiscal impact is minimal if the fiscal impact is more than two 
percent (2%) of the agency's annual budget or five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000), whichever is less; 

I There is no positive or negative fiscal impact from this rule amendment. 

(F) 	 Identification of the appropriate agency representative or representatives, possessing substantial knowledge 
and understanding of the rule; 

Elizabeth Lund, Executive Director of the Board of Nursing and E. Ashley Carter, Deputy General Counsel, 
De artment of Health, ossess substantial knowled e and understandin of the amendments. 

(G) Identification of the appropriate agency representative or representatives who will explain the rule at a 
scheduled meeting of the committees; 

Elizabeth Lund. Executive Director of the Board of Nursing and E. Ashley Carter, Deputy General Counsel, 
De artment of Health, will ex lain the amendments at a scheduled meetin of the Committee. 
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(H) Office address and telephone number of the agency representative or representatives who will explain the 
rule at a scheduled meeting of the committees; and 

E. Ashley Carter, Deputy General Counsel, may be reached at the Department of Health, Office of General 
Counsel, Plaza One, Suite 210, 220 Athens Way, Nashville, Tennessee 37243 «615) 741-1611). Elizabeth 
Lund may be reached at the Department of Health, Health Related Boards, 227 French Landing, Suite 300, 
Nashville, Tennessee 37243 «615) 532-9839). 

(I) Any additional information relevant to the rule proposed for continuation that the committee requests. 

E. Ashley Carter, Deputy General Counsel. as well as the Executive Director. Elizabeth Lund will provide any 
additional information re uested b the Committee relative to the amendments. 
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• RULES AND REGULATIONS OF REGISTERED NURSES 	 CHAPTER 1000-1 

(Rule 1000-1-.16, continued) 

(1) 	 The threshold amount below which medical malpractice judgments, awards or settlements in which 
payments are awarded to complaining parties need not be reported pursuant to the "Health Care 
Consumer Right-To-Know Act of 1998" shall be ten thousand dollars ($10,000). 

(2) 	 Criminal Conviction Reporting Requirements - For purposes of the "Health Care Consumer Right-To­
Know-Act of 1998" the criminal convictions that must be reported are for those crimes listed in 
paragraph (2) of Rule 1000-1-.13. 

Authority: rCA. §§4-5-202, 4-5-204, 63- 7-123, 63-7-207, 63-7-209, 63-51-1 01, et seq. Public Chapter 373 of the 
Public Acts of 1999, and Public Chapter 912 of the Public Acts of2000. Administrative History: Original rule 
filed March 9, 2001; effective May 23, 2001. 

1000 1 .17 INTERSTATE NURSE LICENSURE. PUFsuant to the Interstate NUFse LieensUFe Cornpaet, a 
lieense to praetiee registered nUFsing isstled by a horne state to a resident in that state will be reeognized by eaeh 
party state as atIthorizing a rntlltistate lieenstlre priyilege to praetiee as a registered BUFse in Stleh party state. 

(1) 	 Definitions. As tlsed in this mle, the follo',>,'ing terms shall haye the following rneaaings aseribed to 
theHr. 

(a) 	 AlternatiYe prograrn: rneaas a Yohmtary, non diseiplinary rnonitoring program approved by a 
nUFse lieensing board. 

(9) 	 'Board: rneans party state's regHlato!,)' body responsible for isstling nUFse lieenses. 

(e) 	 Coordinated lieensUFe information systern: rneans an integrated proeess for eolleeting, storing, 
aed sharing information on nUFse lieensUFe and enforeernent aeti'lities related to nUFse lieensUFe 
laws, whieh is adrniHistered by a non profit orgaaization eomposed of state nUFse lieensing 
beards-, 

(d) 	 CWTent signifieant inYestigatiYe information meaes: 

1. 	 investigative information that a lieensiHg board, after a preliminary inqtliry that inelHdes 
notifieation and an opportlHlity for the nUFse to respond if reqtlired by state law, has 
reason to belieye is not groHndless and, ifpro'led tme, wOl:lld indieate rnore thaa a rninor 
infraetion; or 

2 . 	 iHYestigatiYe information that indieates that the nUFse represents an imrnediate threat to 
ptlblie health aad safety regardless of whether the nUFse has been notified aed had ae 
opportlHlity to respond. 

(e) 	 Horne state: rneans the party state whieh is the nUFse's prirnal')' state ofresidenee. 

(f) 	 Information Systern: rneans the eoordinated lieensUFe information system. 

(g) 	 mterstate l>~UFse LieensUFe Cornpaet: meaes the HAiforrn legislation whieh is slli>stantially 
similar to Tennessee's Ptlblie Chapter 538 of the Ptlblie Aets of2002, whieh, when enaeted into 
lavi by partieipating states, establishes rntlltistate lieensUFe priYileges for registered nUFses and 
lieensed praetieal nUFses. 

(h) 	 MHltistate lieenstlre priyilege: rneaes eWTent, offieial aHthority from a rernote state permitting 
the praetiee of nUFsing as a registered nUFse iH sHeh party state. 

(i) 	 NUFSe: rneaas a registered nUFSe as that term is dermed by eaeh party's state praetiee laws. 

G) 	 Party state: rneans any state that has adopted the Interstate l>~UFse LieensUFe Cornpaet. 
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(Rule 1000-1-.17, continued) 

(k) 	 Primary state efresideAee: meailS the state ef a perseA's deelared fueed permaileAt aAd priAeipal 
heme far legal pl:lFfleses; demieii!!,. 

(I) 	 Pl:Iblie: meaFlS aily iAdiyidl:lai "* eAtity ether tflaA desigAated staff er represeAtatiYes ef party 
state beards er tfle ·NatieAaI CelH1ei I ef State Beards eHllH"siAg, me. 

(m) 	 Remete state: meaAs a party state, ether thaA the fleme state, 

1. 	 waere tfle patieAt is leeated at tae time AlH"SiAg eare is previded; er 

2. 	 iA tae ease ef the praetiee ef AlH"siAg Aet iAYeiviAg a patieAt, iA Sl:leA party state where tfle 
reeipieAt efAlH"siAg praetiee is leeated. 

(2) 	 Issl:laFlee ef LieeAse by a Cempaet Party State }ole applieaAt 'far iAitial lieeASlH"e may be issl:led a 
eempaet lieeAse grailtiAg a ml:llti state priyilege te praetiee I:lAless tfle applieant first ebtaiAS a passiAg 
seere eA the applieable }oratieAal Cmll1eil LieeASlH"e ExamiAatieA (NCLEX) er its predeeesser 
~eamiAatieA l:Ised far lieeASlH"e. 

(a) 	 A AlH"Se applying far a lieeAse iA a heme party state sflall predl:lee e'/ideAee ef tfle AlH"Se'S 
primary state ef resideAee. Sl:lefl eyideAee sflall iAell:lde a deelaratieA sigAed by tfle lieeAsee. 
FlH"'".her evideAee that may be reql:lested may inell:lde bl:lt is A9t limited te: 

1. 	 Drj.,'er's lieeAse with a heme address; 

2. 	 Veter registratieA eard displaying a fleme address; er 

3. 	 Federal iAeeme ta>e retl:lm deelariAg the primary state efresideAee. 

(13) 	 A AlH"Se eflailgiAg primary state ef resideAee, frem eAe party state te ailether party state, may 
eeAtiAl:Ie te praetiee I:lAder tfle farmer fleme state lieeAse aAd ml:lltistate lieeASlH"e priyilege 
dlH"iAg tfle preeessiAg efthe Al:lrSe'S lieeAsl:lre applieatieFl iA tfle Flew fleme state fer a peried Flet 
te e~(eeed tflirty (30) days. 

(6) 	 Tfle lieeAsl:lre applieatieFl iFl tfle Aew heme state ef a Fll:lrse I:lAder peAdiFlg iAYestigatieA by the 
farmer fleme state shall be held iA abeyailee aRd tfle thirty (30) da;' peried iA sl:lbparagrapfl (13) 
sflall be stayed l:IFltil resell:itieA eftfle peAdiAg iAYestigatieFl. 

(d) 	 The farmer fleme state lieeAse sflall Ae leAger be ,'alia l:IpeFl tfle issl:laFlee ef a Aew fleme state 
00eFIse, 

(e) 	 If a deeisieFl is made by tfle Aew heme state deAyiAg lieeFlsl:lre, the Aew fleme state shall Fletify 
the farmer heme state withiA teA (10) bl:lsiAess days aRd the farmer fleme state may take aetieA 
iFl aeeeraaRee ,t'iith that state's laws aAd F\:lles. 

(3) 	 LimitatieFls eA Ml:lltistate LieeAsl:lre Privilege Heme state beards sflall iAell:lde iFl all lieeFlslH"e 
diseipliFlaF)' erders ami/er agreemeAts tflat limit praetiee aA(l/er reql:lire meFliteriFlg the reql:liremeAt tflat 
the lieeAsee sl:lbjeet te said erder aA(l/er agreemeFlt will agree te limit tfle lieeAsee's praetiee te the 
heme state dlH"iAg tfle peFldeAey eftfle diseipliAaF)' erder aR(l/er agreemeAt. This reql:liremeFlt may, in 
the alternative, allew tfle AlH"Se te praetiee iA ether part)' states witfl prier WTitteA al:ItherizatieFl frem 
beth the fleme state aRd Sl:leA ether party state beards. 

(4) 	 IFlfarmatieA System 

(a) 	 Le;'els ef aeeess 
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(Rule 1000-1-.1 7, continued) 

1. 	 The pl:lblic shall have access te el:lfse licensl:lfe mfermatiee centained m the lnfermatien 
System limited te: 

(i) 	 the el:lfse's eame, 

(ii) 	 jl:lfisdictiee(s) ef liceRsl:lfe, 

(iii) 	 license ~(pH-atien date(s), 

(iy) 	 liceesl:lfe classificatiee(s) ar-Id status(es), 

(v) 	 pl:lelic emergee6)' aI'ld [mal disciplmary actiens, as deemed ey centriel:ltmg state 
al:itherity; and 

(vi) 	 the status ef ml:lltistate licensl:lfe privileges. 

2. 	 Nen party state beards shall haye access te all lrlfermatien System data except cl:lITent 
sigeificant ievestigative mfermatiee and ether infermatien as limited by ceetribl:lting 
part)' state alftherity. 

3. 	 Party state beards shall have access te all Infermatiee System data ceetribHted ey the 
party states and etiler iefermatien as limited by ceetribl:lting nen party state al:Itherity. 

(b) 	 The licensee may reql:lest ie writing te tile heme state beard te re'/iew the data relating te the 
licensee in the Iefermatiee System. In the eveet a liceesee asserts that any data relating te him 
er her is inaccl:lfate, the bl:lfdee ef preef shall be l:Ipee the liceesee te pF9vide evidence that 
sl:lbstar-ltiates sl:lch claim. The Beard shall ..,'eri!), aed within tee (10) el:lsiness days cerrect 
inaccl:lfate data te the Infermatien System. 

(c) 	 The Beard shall repert te the IAfermatien System withiA tee (10) bl:lsiness days: 

1. 	 DiscipliRary actieR, agreement er erder reql:liring participatieR iR alternative pregrams er 
'.vhich limit practice er reql:lire meRiteriRg (eJwept agreemeets aRd erders relating te 
participatiee in alternative pF9grams reql:lH-ed te remain eeepl:lblic by ceetribl:lting state 
al:ltherity) 

1. 	 Dismissal ef cemplaffit, and 

2. 	 Chaeges in statl:\s ef discipliAary actiee, er licensl:lfe encl:lffibrance. 

(d) 	 Cl:IITent sigeificaet iRvestigative iefermatiee shall ee deleted frem the Iefermatiee System 
withm tee (10) lmsmess days l:Ipen repert ef disciplieary actiee, agreement er erder reql:lH-mg 
participatiee in altematiye pregrarns er agreements which limit practice er reql:lH-e meeitermg er 
dismissal ef a cemplaint. 

(e) 	 Char-lges te liceesl:lfe mfermatiee ie the Iefermatien System shall be cempleted '.vithm tee (10) 
bl:lsmess days l:I]3ee eetificatien by a beard. 

1000-01-.17 INTERSTATE NURSE LiCENSURE. Pursuant to the Interstate Nurse Licensure Compact, a 
license to practice registered nursing issued by a home state to a resident in that state will be recognized 
by each party state as authorizing a multistate licensure privilege to practice as a registered nurse in such 
party state. 

(1 ) Definitions. As used in this rule, the following terms shall have the following meanings 
ascribed to them: 
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(Rule 1000-1-.17, continued) 

(a) 	 "Alternative program" means a VOluntary, non-disciplinary monitoring program 
approved by a nurse licensing board. . 

(b) 	 "Board" means party"state's regulatory body responsible for issuing nurse licenses. 

(c) 	 "Coordinated licensLire information system" means an integrated process for collecting, 
storing, and sharing information on nurse licensure and enforcement activities related 
to nurse licensure laws, which is administered by a non-profit organization composed 
of state nurse licensing boards. 

(d) 	 "Current significant investigative information" means: 

1. 	 investigative information that a licensing board, after a preliminary inquiry that 
includes notification and an opportunity for the nurse to respond if required by 
state law, has reason to believe is not groundless and, if proved true, would 
indicate more than a minor infraction; or 

2. 	 investigative information that indicates that the nurse represents an immediate 
threat to public health and safety regardless of whether the nurse has been 
notified and had an opportunity to respond. 

(e) 	 "Home state" means the party state which is the nurse's primary state of residence. 

(f) 	 "Information System" means the coordinated licensure information system. 

(g) 	 "Interstate Nurse Licensure Compact" means the uniform legislation which is 
substantially similar to Tennessee's Public Chapter 538 of the Public Acts of 2002, 
which, when enacted into law by partiCipating states, establishes multistate licensure 
privileges for registered nurses and licensed practical nurses. 

(h) 	 "Multistate licensure privilege" means current. official authority from a remote state 
permitting the practice of nursing as a registered nurse in such party state. 

(i) 	 "Nurse" means a registered nurse as that term is defined by each party's state practice 
laws. 

(j) 	 "Party state" means any state that has adopted the Interstate Nurse Licensure 
Compact. 

(k) 	 "Primary state of residence" means the state of a person's declared fixed permanent 
and principal home for legal purposes; domicile. 

(I) 	 "Public" means any individual or entity other than designated staff or representatives of 
party state boards or the National Council of State Boards of Nursing, Inc. 

(m) 	 "Remote state" means a party state, other than the home state, 

1. 	 where the patient is located at the time nursing care is provided; or 

2. 	 in the case of the practice of nursing not involving a patient. in such party state 
where the recipient of nursing practice is located. 

(2) Issuance of License by a Compact Party State - As of July 1, 2005, no applicant for initial 
licensure may be issued a compact license granting a multi-state privilege to practice unless 
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(Rule 1000-1-.17, continued) 
the applicant first obtains a passing score on the applicable National Council Licensure 
Examination (NCLEX) or its predecessor examination used for licensure. 

(a) 	 A nurse applying for a license in a home party state shall produce evidence of the 
nurse's primary state of residence. Such evidence shall include a declaration signed 
by the licensee. Further evidence that may be requested may include but is not limited 
to: 

1. 	 Driver's license with a home address; 

2. 	 Voter registration card displaying a home address; or 

3. 	 Federal income tax return declaring the primary state of residence; or 

4. 	 Military Form No. 2058 - state of legal residence certificate; or 

5. 	 W2 From US Government or any bureau , division or agency thereof indicating 
the declared state of residence. 

(b) 	 A nurse on a visa from another country applying for licensure in a party state may 
declare either the country of origin or the party state as the primary state of residence. 
If the foreign country is declared the primary state of residence, a single state license 
will be issued by the party state. 

(c) 	 A license issued by a party state is valid for practice in all other party states unless 
clearly designated as valid only in the state which issued the license. 

(d) 	 When a party state issues a license authorizing practice only in that state and not 
authorizing practice in other party states (i .e. a single state license), the license shall be 
clearly marked with words indicating that it is valid only in the state of issuance. 

(e) 	 A nurse changing primary state of residence, from one party state to another party 
state, may continue to practice under the former home state license and multistate 
licensure privilege during the processing of the nurse's licensure application in the new 
home state for a period not to exceed thirty (30) days. 

(f) 	 The licensure application in the new home state of a nurse under pending investigation 
by the former home state shall be held in abeyance and the thirty (30) day period in 
subparagraph (e) shall be stayed until resolution of the pending investigation . 

(g) 	 The former home state license shall no longer be valid upon the issuance of a new 
home state license. 

(h) 	 If a decision is made by the new home state denying licensure, the new home state 
shall notify the former home state within ten (10) business days and the former home 
state may take action in accordance with that state's laws and rules. 

(3) 	 Limitations on Multistate Licensure Privilege - Discipline 

(a) 	 Home state boards shall include in all licensure disciplinary orders and/or agreements 
that limit practice and/or require monitoring the requirement that the licensee subject to 
said order and/or agreement will agree to limit the licensee's practice to the home state 
during the pendency of the disciplinary order and/or agreement. This requirement may, 
in the alternative, allow the nurse to practice in other party states with prior written 
authorization from both the home state and such other party state boards. 
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(Rule 1000-1-,17, continued) 
(b) 	 An individual who had a license which was surrendered, revoked, suspended, or an 

application denied for cause in a prior state of primary residence, may be issued a 
single state license in a new primary state of residence until such time as the individual 
would be eligible for an unrestricted license by the prior state(s) of adverse action. 
Once eligible for licensure in the prior state(s), a multistate license may be issued. 

(4) 	 Information System 

(a) 	 Levels of access 

1. 	 The public shall have access to nurse licensure information contained in the 
Information System limited to: 

(i) 	 the nurse's name, 

(in 	 jurisdiction(s) of licensure, 

(iii) 	 license expiration date(s), 

(iv) 	 licensure classification(s) and status(es), 

(v) 	 public emergency and final disciplinary actions, as defined by contributing 
state authority; and 

(vi) 	 the status of multistate licensure privileges. 

2. 	 Non-party state boards shall have access to all Information System data except 
current significant investigative information and other information as limited by 
contributing party state authority. 

3. 	 Party state boards shall have access to all Information System data contributed 
by the party states and other information as limited by contributing non-party 
state authority. 

(b) 	 The licensee may request in writing to the home state board to review the data relating 
to the licensee in the Information System. In the event a licensee asserts that any data 
relating to him or her is inaccurate, the burden of proof shall be upon the licensee to 
provide evidence that substantiates such claim. The Board shall verify and within ten 
(10) business days correct inaccurate data to the Information System. 

(c) 	 The Board shall report to the Information System within ten (10) business days: 

1. 	 Disciplinary action, agreement or order requiring participation in alternative 
programs or which limit practice or require monitoring (except agreements and 
orders relating to participation in alternative programs required to remain 
nonpublic by contributing state authority) 

2. 	 Dismissal of complaint, and 

3. 	 Changes in status of disciplinary action, or licensure encumbrance. 

(d) 	 Current significant investigative information shall be deleted from the Information 
System within ten (10) business days upon report of disciplinary action, agreement or 
order requiring participation in alternative programs or agreements which limit practice 
or require monitoring or dismissal of a complaint. 
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(Rule 1000-1-.17, continued) 
(e) 	 Changes to licensure information in the Information System shall be completed within 

ten (10) business days upon notification by a board. 

Authority: TCA. §§4-5-202, 4-5-204, 63-7-104, 63-7-105, 63-7-113, 63-7-115, 63-7-207, and 63-7-301 et seq: 
Administrative History: Original rule filed April 4, 2003; effective June 18, 2003. Amendment filed December 16, 
2005; effective March 1, 2006. 

1000-1-.18 FREE HEALTH CLINIC AND VOLUNTEER PRACTICE REQUIREMENTS. 

(1) 	 Free Health Clinic Practice Pursuant to T.C.A. § 63-1-201 

(a) 	 Any nurse licensed to practice in this state or any other state who has not been disciplined by 
any nursing licensure board may have their license converted to or receive a Tennessee "Special 
Volunteer License," as defmed in T.C.A. § 63-1-201, which will entitle the licensee to practice 
without remuneration solely within a "free health clinic," as defmed by T.c.A. § 63-1-201, at a 
specified site or setting by doing the following: 

1. 	 Obtaining from the Board's administrative office a "Special Volunteer License" 
application, completing it and submitting it along with any required documentation to the 
Board's administrative office; and 

2. 	 For nurses who have not been licensed in Tennessee, comply with all provisions of 
paragraph (1) of rule 1000-1-.02 and, if applicable, the Health Care Consumer-Right-To­
Know Act compiled at T.C.A. §§ 63-51-101, ~ seq.; and 

3. 	 Submitting the specific location of the site or setting of the free health clinic in which the 
licensee intends to practice along with proof of the clinic's private, and not-for-profit 
status. 

(b) 	 A nurse holding a Special Volunteer License is not required to pay any fee for its issuance or the 
required biennial renewal pursuant to the Division of Health Related Board's biennial birthdate 
renewal system 

(c) 	 A nurse holding a Special Volunteer License may not do any of the following: 

1. 	 Practice nursing anywhere other than in the free health clinic site or setting specified in 
the application; and 

2. 	 Charge any fee or receive compensation or remuneration of any kind from any person or 
third party payor including insurance companies, health plans and state or federal benefit 
programs for the provision of services; and 

3. 	 Practice for any free health clinic that imposes any charge on any individual to whom 
health care services are rendered or submits charges to any third party payor including 
insurance companies, health plans and state or federal benefit programs for the provision 
of any services. 

(d) 	 Special Volunteer applicants and licensees are subject to all of the following: 

1. 	 All rules governing renewal, retirement, reinstatement and reactivation as provided by 
rule 1000-1-.03, except those requiring the payment of any fees; and 

2. 	 The rules governing continuing nursing competence as provided by rule 1000-1-.14; and 
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1000 2 .1(; INTERST£....TE NURSE LICENSURE. P1:lfSl:laRt to the IRterstate 1>l1:lfse LiceRS1:lfe Compact, a 
liceRse to worle as a practical R1:lfSe issl:led b)' a home state to a resideRt m that state will be recogRized by each party 
state as al:ithoriziRg a ml:lltistate liceRs1:lfe privilege to worle as a practical R1:lfSe iR sl:lch party state. 

(1 ) DeflRitioRS. As l:Ised iR this mle, the followiRg terms shall have the following meanings ascribed to 
thef:w. 

(a) 	 Aitemati,'e program: meaRS a VOil:lRtary, ROR disciplinary mORitoring program appro'/ed by a 
R1:lfSe liceRsmg board. 

(b) 	 Board: means party state's regl:llatory body respoRsible for issl:ling R1:lfSe liceRses. 

(c) 	 Coordinated liceRs1:lfe informatioR system: meaRS aR iRtegrated process for collecting, storing, 
and shariRg informatioR OR Rl:IrSe liceRs1:lfe aRd eRforcemeR:t acti"ities related to Rl:If'Se liceRs1:lfe 
laws, ...Alich is administered by a ROR profit organizatioR composed of state n1:lfse liceRsing 
00ards-, 

(d) 	 C1:lfFeR:t sigRificaRt investigati're informatioR meaRs: 

1. 	 investigati'le iRformatioR that a liceRsing board, after a prelimiRai)' inql:liry that incll:ldes 
RotificatioR and an opportliRity for the R1:lfSe to respoRd if reql:lired by state law, has 
reaSOR to beiie'le is ROt grOl:mdless aRd, ifpro'led true, wOl:lld indicate more than a minor 
infractioR; or 

2. 	 m'lestigati'le mformatioR that indicates that the R1:lfSe represents an immediate threat to 
pl:lblic health aRd safety regardless of whether the R1:lfSe has beeR Rotified and had an 
opportliRity to respoRd. 

(e) 	 Home state: meaRS the party state which is ilie n1:lfse's primary state of resideR:ce. 

(f) 	 Information System: meaRS the coordmated liceAs1:lfe informatioA system. 

(g) 	 Interstate 1>l1:lfse LiceAs1:lfe Compact: means the l:lfIiform legisiatioR ...,<hich is sl:lbstantially 
similar to TeR:Jlessee's Pl:Iblic Chapter 538 of the Pl:Iblic Acts of2002, ....<hich, wheR eRacted mto 
law b)' participating states, establishes ml:lltistate liceAs1:lfe pri'liieges for registered R1:lfSeS aAd 
liceRsed practical R:1:lfses. 

(h) 	 Ml:Iltistate liceR:s1:lfe pri'lilege: means curreRt, official atlthority from a remote state permitting 
the practice ofR1:lfsing as a practical R1:lfSe in Sl:leA party state. 

(i) 	 1>l1:lfse: means a practical R1:lfSe as that term is defiRed by each party's state practice la'lis. 

G) 	 Party state: means any state that has adopted the mterstate 1>l1:lfse LiceR:S1:lfe Compact. 

(k) 	 Primary state ofresideRce: means the state of a persoR's declared fiJ(ed permaReAt and principal 
home for legal purposes; domicile. 

(I) 	 Pl:Ibiic: meaRS any mdi'lidl:lal or eR:tity other than desigRated staff or represeRtatives of party 
state boards or the NatioRal COl:lflcil of State Boards of1>l1:lfsing, me. 

(m) 	 Remote state: meaRS a party state, other thaR the home state, 

1. ".<here the patieR:t is located at the time Rl:If'SiRg care is provided; or 

June, 2007 (Revised) 	 33 



RULES AND REGULATIONS OF LICENSED PRACTICAL NURSES 	 CHAPTER 1000-2 

(Rule 1000-2-.1 6, continued) 

2. 	 in tHe case ofilie· practice offlW'smg flot.mvolvmg a patieflt, m S\:leH party state wHere ilie 
recipieHt of fl\:lrsmg practice is located. 

(2) 	 ISS\:lance of Liceflse by a Compact Party State lirA ::I1'I1'Il;0:1::1",t u.r ;",;t;::Il l;M'",<:nrl> ""'::I" hI> ;<:<:nl>r1 ::I 

compact liceflse gnmtmg a multi state privilege to practice lIDless tHe applicant first obtaifls a passmg 
score Ofl ilie applicable ~~atioflal COlIDcil Liceflsure E)(ammatiofl (NCLEX) or its predecessor 
e>ffiffimatiofl used for Iiceflsure. 

(a) 	 A flurse applymg for a liceRse in a Home party state sHall produce eyideflce of tHe flurse's 
primary state of resideflce. SUeH eyideflce sHaH iflclude a declaratiofl sigfled by tHe liceflsee. 
Further e'lideflce iliat may be requested may include but is flOt limited to: 

1. 	 Driver's liceHse 'wiili a Home address; 

2. 	 Voter registratiofl card displaymg a Home address; or 

3. 	 Federal mcome tax returR declarmg ilie primary state ofresideflce. 

(b) 	 A flurse cHangmg primary state of resideRce, from Ofle party state to anotHer party state, may 
cOfltmue to practice lIDder ilie former Home state liceflse and multi state liceHsure privilege 
durmg the processiflg of tHe flurse's liceflsure applicatiofl m ilie flew Home state for a period flOt 
to e)(ceed tHirty (30) dllJ's. 

(c) 	 The liceHsure applicatiofl iR tHe flew Home state of a flurse Uflder pefldmg mvestigatiofl by tHe 
former Home state sHall be Held in abeyance and tHe tHirty (30) day period m subparagrapH (b) 
sHall be stayed lIDtil resolutioR of tHe peRdmg m\'estigatiofl. 

(d) 	 The former Home state liceHse sHall flO 10flger be valid UpOfl ilie issuance of a fle'"" Home state 
liseflse.: 

(e) 	 If a decisiofl is made by tHe flew Home state deflymg liceflsure, tHe fle>"" Home state sHall flOtify 
ilie former Home state witHin tefl (10) busmess days afld ilie former Home state may take actiofl 
m aC"cordance witH tHat state's laws and rules. 

(3) 	 LirRitatioflS Ofl Multistate LiceHsure Privilege Home state boards sHall mclude m all liceflsure 
disciplmar)' orders afld/or agreemeflts iliat limit practice aRd/or require mOflitormg tHe req\:liremern taat 
ilie liceflsee subject to said order and/or agreemern ",lill agree to limit tae liceflsee's practice to tae 
Rome state durmg tHe pefldeRcy oftae ffiscipliflaF)' order and/or agreemeHt. This req\:liremeflt mllJ', iR 
tae alternative, allow tae flurse to practice m otaer part)' states wita prior writteH autHorizatiofl from 
bota ilie Rome state aRd sUCH oilier part)' state boards. 

(4) 	 Iflformatiofl S~cstem 

(a) 	 Leyels of access 

1. 	 Tae public saall Rave access to flurse liceflsure mformatiofl cOfltaifled m ilie Iflformatiofl 
System limited to: 

(i) 	 ilie Rurse's Rame, 

(ii) 	 jurisdictioR(s) of liceflsure, 

(iii) 	 liceflse e)(piratiofl date(s), 

(iv) 	 liceflsure classificatiofl(S) and status(es), 
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publie emergeney and final diseiplinary aetions, as defmed by eontributing state 
authority; and 

(vi) 	 the status of multi state liee~sure privileges. 

2. 	 Non party state boards shall have aeeess to all Informatiofl S~'stem data e)(eept eurrent 
sigflifieaflt iflvestigative iflformatiofl afld other iflformation as limited by eOfltributmg 
party state authority. 

3. 	 Party state boards shall have aeeess to all Informatlofl System data eOfltributed by the 
party states and other informatiofl as limited by eontributing non party state authority. 

(13) 	 The lieensee may request ifl writing to the home state board to review the data relating to the 
lieeflsee in the lfIformation System. In the eveflt a lieensee asserts that any data relating to him 
or her is inaeeurate, the burden of proof shall be UpOfl the lieeflsee to provide e'lideflee that 
substantiates sueh e1aim. The Board shall verify afld within ten (10) business days eorreet 
inaeeurate data to the Iflformatiofl System. 

(e) 	 The Board shall report to the Informatiofl System within ten (10) business days: 

1. 	 Diseiplinary aetion, agreement or order requiring partieipatiofl ifl alternative programs or 
wmeh limit praetiee or require monitoring (e)(eept agreements and orders relatmg to 
partieipatiofl in alternative programs required to remain nonpublie by eontributiflg state 
authority) 

2. 	 Dismissal of eomplamt, arid 

3. 	 Changes in status of diseiplinary aetion, or lieensure efleumbranee. 

(d) 	 Current sigflifieaflt ifl'lestigative iflformatiofl shall be deleted from the Iflformatiofl System 
withm ten (10) busmess days UpOfl report of diseipliflary aetiofl, agreement or order requiring 
partieipatiofl in alternative programs or agreemeflts whieh limit praetiee or require monitormg or 
dismissal of a eomplaint. 

(e) 	 Changes to lieensure informatiofl ifl the lnformatiofl System shall be eompleted withm tefl (10) 
bus mess days UpOfl flotifieation by a board. 

1000-02-.16 INTERSTA TE NURSE LICENSURE. Pursuant to the Interstate Nurse Licensure Compact. a 
license to practice practical nursing issued by a home state to a resident in that state will be recognized 
by each party state as authorizing a multistate licensure privilege to practice as a practical nurse in such 
party state. 

(1) 	 Definitions. As used in this rule, the following terms shall have the following meanings 
ascribed to them: 

(a) 	 "Alternative program" means a voluntary, non-disciplinary monitoring program 
approved by a nurse licensing board. 

(b) 	 "Board" means party state's regulatory body responsible for issuing nurse licenses. 

(c) 	 "Coordinated licensure information system" means an integrated process for collecting , 
storing, and sharing information on nurse licensure and enforcement activities related 
to nurse licensure laws, which is administered by a non-profit organization composed 
of state nurse licensing boards. 
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(d) 	 "Current significant investigative information" means: 

1. 	 investigative information that a licensing board. after a preliminary inquiry that 
includes notification and an opportunity for the nurse to respond if required by 
state law. has reason to believe is not groundless and. if proved true. would 
indicate more' than a minor infraction; or 

2. 	 investigative information that indicates that the nurse represents an immediate 
threat to public health and safety regardless of whether the nurse has been 
notified and had an opportunity to respond. 

(e) 	 "Home state" means the party state which is the nurse's primary state of residence. 

(f) 	 "Information System" means the coordinated licensure information system. 

(g) 	 "Interstate Nurse Licensure Compact" means the uniform legislation which is 
substantially similar to Tennessee's Public Chapter 538 of the Public Acts of 2002. 
which. when enacted into law by participating states. establishes multistate licensure 
privileges for registered nurses and licensed practical nurses. 

(h) 	 "Multistate licensure privilege" means current, official authority from a remote state 
permitting the practice of nursing as a practical nurse in such party state. 

(i) 	 "Nurse" means a practical nurse as that term is defined by each party's state practice 
laws. 

(j) 	 "Party state" means any state that has adopted the Interstate Nurse Licensure 
Compact. 

(k) 	 "Primary state of residence" means the state of a person's declared fixed permanent 
and principal home for legal purposes; domicile. 

(I) 	 "Public" means any individual or entity other than designated staff or representatives of 
party state boards or the National Council of State Boards of Nursing. Inc. 

(m) 	 "Remote state" means a party state. other than the home state. 

1. 	 where the patient is located at the time nursing care is provided; or 

2. 	 in the case of the practice of nursing not involving a patient, in such party state 
where the recipient of nursing practice is located. 

(2) 	 Issuance of License by a Compact Party State - As of July 1. 2005. no applicant for initial 
licensure may be issued a compact license granting a mUlti-state privilege to practice unless 
the applicant first obtains a passing score on the applicable National Council Licensure 
Examination (NCLEX) or its predecessor examination used for licensure. 

(a) 	 A nurse applying for a license in a home party state shall produce evidence of the 
nurse's primary state of residence. Such evidence shall include a declaration signed 
by the licensee. Further evidence that may be requested may include but is not limited 
to: 

1. 	 Driver's license with a home address; 

2. 	 Voter registration card displaying a home address; or 
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3. 	 Federal income tax return declaring the primary state of residence; or 

4. 	 Military Form No. 2058 - state of legal residence certificate; or 

5. 	 W2 From US Government or any bureau, division or agency thereof indicating 
the declared state of residence. 

(b) 	 A nurse on a visa from another country applying for licensure in a party state may 
declare either the country of origin or the party state as the primary state of residence. 
If the foreign country is declared the primary state of residence, a single state license 
will be issued by the party state. 

(c) 	 A license issued by a party state is valid for practice in all other party states unless 
clearly designated as valid only in the state which issued the license. 

(d) 	 When a party state issues a license authorizing practice only in that state and not 
authorizing practice in other party states (i.e. a single state license), the license shall be 
clearly marked with words indicating that it is valid only in the state of issuance. 

(e) 	 A nurse changing primary state of residence, from one party state to another party 
state, may continue to practice under the former home state license and multistate 
licensure privilege during the processing of the nurse's licensure application in the new 
home state for a period not to exceed thirty (30) days. 

(f) 	 The licensure application in the new home state of a nurse under pending investigation 
by the former home state shall be held in abeyance and the thirty (30) day period in 
subparagraph (e) shall be stayed until resolution of the pending investigation . 

(g) 	 The former home state license shall no longer be valid upon the issuance of a new 
home state license. 

(h) 	 If a decision is made by the new home state denying licensure, the new home state 
shall notify the former home state within ten (10) business days and the former home 
state may take action in accordance with that state's laws and rules. 

(3) 	 Limitations on Multistate Licensure Privilege - Discipline 

(a) 	 Home state boards shall include in all licensure disciplinary orders and/or agreements 
that limit practice and/or require monitoring the requirement that the licensee subject to 
said order and/or agreement will agree to limit the licensee's practice to the home state 
during the pendency of the disciplinary order and/or agreement. This requirement may, 
in the alternative, allow the nurse to practice in other party states with prior written 
authorization from both the home state and such other party state boards. 

(b) 	 An individual who had a license which was surrendered, revoked, suspended, or an 
application denied for cause in a prior state of primary residence, may be issued a 
single state license in a new primary state of residence until such time as the individual 
would be eligible for an unrestricted license by the prior state(s) of adverse action. 
Once eligible for licensure in the prior state(s) , a multistate license may be issued. 

(4) 	 Information System 

(a) 	 Levels of access 

1. 	 The public shall have access to nurse licensure information contained in the 
Information System limited to: 
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(i) 	 the nurse's name, 

(ii) 	 jurisdiction(s) of licensure, 

(iii) 	 license expiration date(s), 

(iv) 	 licensure classification(s) and status(es), 

(v) 	 public emergency and final disciplinary actions, as defined by contributing 
state authority; and 

(vi) 	 the status of multistate licensure privileges. 

2. 	 Non-party state boards shall have access to all Information System data except 
current significant investigative information and other information as limited by 
contributing party state authority. 

3. 	 Party state boards shall have access to all Information System data contributed 
by the party states and other information as limited by contributing non-party 
state authority. 

(b) 	 The licensee may request in writing to the home state board to review the data relating 
to the licensee in the Information System. In the event a licensee asserts that any data 
relating to him or her is inaccurate, the burden of proof shall be upon the licensee to 
provide evidence that substantiates such claim. The Board shall verify and within ten 
(10) business days correct inaccurate data to the I nformation System. 

(c) 	 The Board shall report to the Information System within ten (10) business days: 

1. 	 Disciplinary action, agreement or order requiring participation in alternative 
programs or which limit practice or require monitoring (except agreements and 
orders relating to partiCipation in alternative programs required to remain 
non public by contributing state authority) 

2. 	 Dismissal of complaint, and 

3. 	 Changes in status of diSCiplinary action, or licensure encumbrance. 

(d) 	 Current significant investigative information shall be deleted from the Information 
System within ten (10) business days upon report of disciplinary action, agreement or 
order requiring participation in alternative programs or agreements which limit practice 
or require monitoring or dismissal of a complaint. 

(e) 	 Changes to licensure information in the Information System shall be completed within 
ten (10) business days upon notification by a board. 

Authority: TCA. §§4-5-202, 4-5-204, 63-7-109, 63-7-110, 63-7-113, 63-7-115, 63-7-207, and 63-7-301 et seq. 
Administrative History: Original rulejiled April 4, 2003; effective June 18,2003. Amendmentjiled December 16, 
2005; effective March 1, 2006. 

1000-2-.17 FREE HEALTH CLINIC AND VOLUNTEER PRACTICE REQUIREMENTS. 

(1) 	 Free Health Clinic Practice Pursuant to T.C.A. § 63-1-201 
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