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Substance of Proposed Rules 

CHAPTER 0520-01-03 
MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS FOR THE APPROVAL OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Amendment 

Rule 0520-01-03-.06 Graduation, Requirement E is amended so that, as amended, Section (1 )(b) shall read: 

0520-01-03-.06 GRADUATION, REQUIREMENT E 

(b) High School Diploma. 

1. The following twenty-two (22) units shall be required for graduation for students who enter 
the ninth (9th) grade in 2009-10 and thereafter. 

Ready Core Curriculum Units 
English Language Arts ............................................................ 4 
Mathematics* .......................................................................... 4 
Science** ................................................................................ 3 
Social Studies*** ..................................................................... 3 
Wellness**** ........................................................................... 1 
Physical Education ............................................................... 0.5 
Personal Finance ................................................................. 0.5 
Foreign Language***** ............................................................ 2 
Fine Arts***** ........................................................................... 1 
Electives Focus ....................................................................... 3 
Total ...................................................................................... 22 

* 

** 

*** 

**** 
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Students who enter ninth (9th) grade in 2009-10 and thereafter shall be required 
to achieve, by the time they graduate, at least the following: Algebra I, Geometry, 
and Algebra II (or the equivalents) plus one (1) additional mathematics course 
beyond Algebra I. All students will be enrolled in a math class each year. 
Students with qualifying disabilities in math as documented in the individualized 
education program shall be required to achieve at least Algebra I and Geometry 
(or the equivalent). 

The required number of credits in math will be achieved through strategies such 
as, but not limited to, increased time, appropriate methodologies, and 
accommodations as determined by the IEP team. 

Students who enter ninth (9th) grade in 2009-10 and thereafter shall be required 
to achieve, by the time they graduate, at least Biology I and either Chemistry or 
Physics plus another laboratory science. Students with qualifying disabilities in 
reading and/or math as documented in the individualized education program 
shall be required to achieve at least Biology I and two (2) other lab science 
credits. The required number of credits in science will be achieved through 
strategies such as, but not limited to, increased time, appropriate methodologies, 
and accommodations as determined by the IEP team. 

The social studies curriculum shall include United States History, World 
History/World Geography, Economics, and Government. 

If, during high school, a student enlists in a branch of the United States military 
or in the National Guard through the military delayed entry program, the National 
Guard split training option or other similar early entry program and completes 
basic training before graduation from high school, then the student shall receive 
high school credit towards graduation for basic training. Credit for basic training 
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***** 

Authority: T.C.A. § 49-1-302. 
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may be substituted, upon the choice of the student, for the required credit in 
lifetime wellness and credit in one (1) elective course or for credit in two (2) 
elective courses. 

In exceptional circumstances, schools may waive the foreign language and fine 
art requirement for students who are not planning to attend the university to 
expand and enhance their elective focus. 
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* If II II a ro -ca vote was necessary, th t b th A e VO e IV e ,Qencv on th f II ese rues was as o ows: 
Board Member Aye No Abstain Absent Signature 

(if required) 
Chancey x 
Edwards x 
HartQrove x 
Johnson x 
Pearre x 
Roberts x 
Rolston x 
Tucker x 
Troutt x 
Student Member x 

I certify that this is an accurate and complete copy of proposed rules, lawfully promulgated and adopted by the 
State Board of Education on 01/30/2015, and is in compliance with the provisions ofT.C.A. § 4-5-222. The Secretary 
of State is hereby instructed that, in the absence of a petition for proposed rules being filed under the conditions set 
out herein and in the locations described, he is to treat the proposed rules as being placed on file in his office as 
rules at the expiration of ninety (90) days of the filing of the proposed rule with the Secretary of State. 

Date: -t-+-++-IW!;.......,..._f_~_---
Signature: v'-

-"<H------i"""'F~F---------------

Name of Officer: _D_r._S_a_ra_H_ey~b_u_rn _____________ _ 

Executive Director 

and sworn to before me o~>+-iL_CJ++-1 ~{ \=_ ~___..,._;r=,-------+---

Notary Public Signatur(ju.{~ Pta y . c 1tJ1d1LC~Y:) 
My commission expires on: -----------------

All proposed rules provided for herein have been examined by the Attorney General and Reporter of the State of 
Tennessee and are approved as to legality pursuant to the provisions of the Administrative Procedures Act, 
Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 4, Chapter 5. , / 
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Herbert H. Sfatery Ill 
Attorney General and Reporter 

5/'f/~D(~ 
r· Date 

Filed with the Department of State on: ~<----.)r-...... a~a_,--;)r--/_,_, s:_-_____ _ 

Effective on: ~£...._,,,,_J..,,,.Ci\-D-/-l ....... S:: _____ _ 
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j /;f 
A 

Tre Hargett 
Secretary of State 
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Regulatory Flexibility Addendum 

Pursuant to T.C.A. §§ 4-5-401 through 4-5-404, prior to initiating the rule making process as described in T.C.A. 
§ 4-5-202(a)(3) and T.C.A. § 4-5-202(a), all agencies shall conduct a review of whether a proposed rule or rule 
affects small businesses. 

Not applicable. 
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Impact on Local Governments 

Pursuant to T.C.A. §§ 4-5-220 and 4-5-228 "any rule proposed to be promulgated shall state in a simple 
declarative sentence, without additional comments on the merits of the policy of the rules or regulation, whether 
the rule or regulation may have a projected impact on local governments." (See Public Chapter Number 1070 
,~===~===~~==~~==, of the 201 O Session of the General Assembly) 

This rule will have no impact on local governments. 
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Additional Information Required by Joint Government Operations Committee 

All agencies, upon filing a rule, must also submit the following pursuant to T.C.A. § 4-5-226(i)(1 ). 

(A) A brief summary of the rule and a description of all relevant changes in previous regulations effectuated by 
such rule; 

This rule amendment brings State Board rule 0520-01-03-.06 into compliance with Public Chapter 487, passed 
by the 1081h General Assembly. Public Chapter 487 created as a new section, T.C.A. § 49-6-1209 which states 
that a student who completes basic training before graduation shall receive high school credit toward lifetime 
wellness and one elective course or credit in two elective courses. This rule amendment updates the language 
from the rule to conform to the amended law. 

(B) A citation to and brief description of any federal law or regulation or any state law or regulation mandating 
promulgation of such rule or establishing guidelines relevant thereto; 

N/A 

(C) Identification of persons, organizations, corporations or governmental entities most directly affected by this 
rule, and whether those persons, organizations, corporations or governmental entities urge adoption or 
rejection of this rule; 

Students enrolled in National Guard or U.S. Military delayed entry programs. State Board staff urged adoption 
and no written or verbal comments were received at the time of rulemakin . 

(D) Identification of any opinions of the attorney general and reporter or any judicial ruling that directly relates to 
the rule; 

N/A 

(E) An estimate of the probable increase or decrease in state and local government revenues and expenditures, 
if any, resulting from the promulgation of this rule, and assumptions and reasoning upon which the estimate 
is based. An agency shall not state that the fiscal impact is minimal if the fiscal impact is more than two 
percent (2%) of the agency's annual budget or five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000), whichever is less; 

N/A 

(F) Identification of the appropriate agency representative or representatives, possessing substantial knowledge 
and understanding of the rule; 

I 
Angie Sanders 
Angela.C.Sanders@tn.gov 

(G) Identification of the appropriate agency representative or representatives who will explain the rule at a 
scheduled meeting of the committees; 

I 
Angie Sanders 
Angela.C.Sanders@tn.gov 

(H) Office address, telephone number, and email address of the agency representative or representatives who 
will explain the rule at a scheduled meeting of the committees; and 

Angie Sanders 
151 Floor, Andrew Johnson Tower 
710 James Robertson Parkway 
Nashville, TN 37243 
615-253-5707 
Angela.C.Sanders@tn.gov 
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(I) Any additional information relevant to the rule proposed for continuation that the committee requests. 

N/A 
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