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Chapter 1200-15-03 

Investigations of Sudden, Unexplained Infant and Child Deaths 


New Rules 


Table of Contents 


1200-15-03-.01 Purpose 

1200-15-03-.02 Definitions 

1200-15-03-.03 Standards for Investigations 

1200-15-03-.04 Reimbursement of County Governments 


1200-15-03-.01 Purpose. 

The purpose of this chapter is to establish minimum standards for conducting and completing an investigation, 

including an autopsy if deemed necessary, into sudden, unexplained infant and child deaths. 


Authority: T.CA §68-1-11 01, §68-1-11 02, §68-1-11 03. 


1200-15-03-.02 Defin itions. 

For purposes of this chapter, 


(1) "Autopsy" means the post mortem examination of a deceased infant 
pathologist to determine cause of death. 

or child by a licensed 

(2) "Child" means a person who is at least one year of age and has not reached his or her 
birthday. 

eighteenth 

(3) "Department" means the Tennessee Department of Health. 

(4) "Infant" means a baby who was born alive and has not reached his or her first birthday. 

(5) "Sudden, unexplained infant or child death" means the unexpected death of an infant or a child 
with no known or apparent cause. 

Authority: T.C.A. §68-1-11 01, §68-1-11 02, §68-1-11 03. 

1200-15-03-.03 Standards for Investigations. 

(1) 	 The standards for conducting and completing an investigation, including performance of an 
autopsy, into a sudden, unexplained infant death shall include the standards applicable to infants 
found in Tennessee Code Annotated § 68-1-1102, and the standards authorized or required by 
Tennessee Code Annotated Title 38, Chapter 7. The same standards shall apply to sudden, 
unexplained child death. 

(2) 	 In addition to the standards found in Tennessee Code Annotated § 68-1-1102 and Title 38, 
Chapter 7, the standards for conducting and completing an investigation, including performance 
of an autopsy, into a sudden, unexplained infant or child death shall be those found in the most 
current version of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention's publication, "Sudden, 
Unexplained Infant Death Investigation Reporting Form," for infants, and the Department's 
"Sudden, Unexplained Child Death Investigation Reporting Form," for children. The Department 
shall provide access to these publications upon request. The pathologist performing the autopsy 
shall complete the appropriate form. 

Authority: T.CA §68-1-11 01, §68-1-11 02, §68-1-11 03, §68-3-502. 

1200-15-03-.04 Reimbursement of County Governments. 
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The Department shall reimburse county governments for the cost of each autopsy performed for an investigation 
into a sudden, unexplained infant or child death that is carried out in accordance with the investigation standards 
in this chapter . The Department shall reimburse up to the maximum allowable of $1,250.00 per autopsy, 
including travel costs . The Tennessee Department of Finance and Administration's Comprehensive Travel 
Regulations shall govern the reimbursement rate for travel costs. The total number of autopsies per year within 
the State for which the maximum allowable reimbursement is paid shall not exceed 165. 

Authority: T.CA §68-1-11 01 , §68-1-11 02, §68-1-11 03. 

Repeals 

Rule 1200-21-01-.01, Purpose, is repealed. 

Authority: T.CA §68-1 -11 01, §68-1-11 02, §68-1-11 03. 

Rule 1200-21-01-.02, Availability and Appropriateness of Services, is repealed. 

Authority: T. CA §68-1-11 01 , §68-1-11 02, §68-1-11 03. 

Rule 1200-21-01-.03, Definitions, is repealed . 

Authority: T.CA §68-1-11 01, §68-1-11 02, §68-1-11 03. 

Rule 1200-21-01-.04, Description of Services, is repealed. 

Authority: T.CA §68-1-11 01, §68-1-11 02, §68-1-11 03. 
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* If a roll -call vote was necessary, the vote by the Agency on these rules was as follows : 

Board Member 

N/A 

Aye No 

- -

Abstain 

- ­ - ­ - ­ - ­

Absent 

- ­ - ­

Signature 
(if required) 

L­

I certify that this is an accurate and complete copy of proposed rules , lawfully promulgated and adopted by the 
Commissioner on 02/03/2010, and is in compliance with the provisions of TCA 4-5-222. The Secretary of State is 
hereby instructed that, in the absence of a petition for proposed rules being filed under the conditions set out 
herein and in the locations described, he is to treat the proposed rules as being placed on file in his office as rules 
at the expiration of sixty (60) days of the first day of the month subsequent to the filing of the proposed ru le with 
the Secretary of State. 

Date: February 3, 2010 

Signature (~t~~ 
Name of Officer: Kassie Wile ~ 

Title of Officer: Assistant General Counsel "",u.."",/#,
,,- nORA ~ "'" 

......~t::;v•••••• .b~'" 
~ L .....Subscribed and sworn to before me on : .f!i-L.:ll>~ I O~~"'·V.· It, · :. ~ ~-;, " 

.. ....".. .... ~-. 
Notary Public Signature: ~Jt~~' :=;_ '-" • CI) _ 

My commission expires on: fl!ZP Cl ~~;•• I.AFiGE : f-. ...~ ~ ~' ..... 
'r ~ .e.. .' # ......I. _ ...\"A......... _.... " ... 


~ 
a Attorney General and Reporters: L-((J 

Date 

Department of State Use Only 

Filed with the Department of State on: __-----..:sI~/_I_{_1~-1/---.::0=--______ w 
O"l. 
N ~ I u(rc; /1"Effective on :t- (/)C. cn z

l!1 x: l.I.-~ 
~,,.,. c:c o~- ~?~

<:::!>- c Tre HargettU.! 0::: _ Secretary of State() >- ~a::c:cUl w::>x: 0::0. ­0:: c::> C,..) 
c::> W('-..J 

(/) 
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Regulatory Flexibility Addendum 
Pursuant to § T.C.A. 4-5-401 through 4-5-404, prior to initiating the rule making process as described in T.C.A. 
§ 4-5-202(a)(3) and T.C.A. § 4-5-202(a) , all agencies shall conduct a review of whether a proposed rule or rule 
affects small businesses. 

These rules do not affect small businesses. The rules affect county governments and families or other members 
of the public impacted by sudden, unexplained infant or child death. 
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Additional Information Required by Joint Government Operations Committee 


All agencies, upon filing a rule, must also submit the following pursuant to TeA 4-S-226(i)(1) . 


(A) 	 A brief summary of the rule and a description of all relevant changes in previous regulations effectuated by 
such rule; 

The new rules establish minimum standards for conducting and completing an investigation, including 
an autopsy if deemed necessary, into the sudden, unexplained death of any infant or child. The Sudden 
Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS) rules found in chapter 1200-21-1 are repealed because they do not 
comport with the 2005 amendatory language of Tenn. Code Ann. § 68-1-1103. The new rules address 
deaths attributed to SIDS as well as the sudden, unexplained deaths of children who are one (1) year of 
age through age seventeen (17). 

(8) A citation to and brief description of any federal law or regulation or any state law or regulation mandating 
promulgation of such rule or establishing guidelines relevant thereto; 

Tennessee Code Annotated §68-1-1103(2) requires the promulgation of rules that establish minimum 
standards for conducting and completing an investigation, including an autopsy if deemed necessary, 
into the sudden, unexplained death of any infant or child from birth to age seventeen (17). 

(C) 	 Identification of persons, organizations, corporations or governmental entities most directly affected by this 
rule, and whether those persons, organizations, corporations or governmental entities urge adoption or 
rejection of this rule; 

The county governments eligible for reimbursement under this rule will likely be supportive of these 
rules. 

(D) Identification of any opinions of the attorney general and reporter or any judicial ruling that directly relates to 
the rule; 

We are unaware of any opinions of the attorney general and reporter that directly relate to Tennessee 
Code Annotated Title 68, Chapter 1, Part 11, Sudden, Unexplained Child Death. There are opinions that 
relate to Tennessee Code Annotated Title 38, Chapter 7, Post-Mortem Examinations, which is 
referenced in the rules. Chapter 7 has been amended since the issuance of these opinions, and the 
opinions may no longer be relevant. The opinions are as follows: No. 02-064 (addressing the duties of 
non-physician assistants), No. 01-032 (addressing the state medical examiner's facility), No. 96-034 
(addressing payment for the cost of court-ordered autopsies), and No. 02-021 (addressing deputizing a 
non-physician investigator). 

We are unaware of any judicial rulings that relate to the rules. 

(E) 	 An estimate of the probable increase or decrease in state and local government revenues and expenditures, 
if any, resulting from the promulgation of this rule, and assumptions and reasoning upon which the estimate 
is based. An agency shall not state that the fiscal impact is minimal if the fiscal impact is more than two 
percent (2%) of the agency's annual budget or five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000) , whichever is less; 

$161,800 increase in state expenditures 
$99,300 decrease in local eXDenditures 

(F) 	 Identification of the appropriate agency representative or representatives, possessing substantial knowledge 
and understanding of the rule; 

Margaret Major 
Director, Women's Health and Genetics 
425 5th Avenue North 
Nashville, TN 37243-0860 
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Margaret.Major@tn.gov 
[ 615-741-0377 

(G) Identification of the appropriate agency representative or representatives who will explain the rule at a 
scheduled meeting of the committees; 

Margaret Major 
Director, Women's Health and Genetics 
425 5th Avenue North 
Nashville, TN 37243-0860 
Margaret.Major@tn.gov 
615-741-0377 

(H) Office address, telephone number, and email address of the agency representative or representatives who 
will explain the rule at a scheduled meeting of the committees ; and 

Margaret Major 
Director, Women's Health and Genetics 
425 5th Avenue North 
Nashville, TN 37243-0860 
Margaret.Major@tn.gov 
615-741-0377 

(I) Any additional information relevant to the rule proposed for continuation that the committee requests . 

[ NlA 
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RULES 

OF 


TENNESSEE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 

BUREAU OF HEALTH SERVICES ADMINISTRATION 


CHAPTER 1200 21 1 

SUDDEN INFANT DEATH SYNDROME 


TABLE OF CONTENTS 


~ .01 P~rpose 1200 21 1 .03 DefiAitioFi 
~ .02 Avai lt1bi lily tu:d Appropriatelless (If :;;erviee.J 1200 21 I .(}1 DescrintioA of ServieeD 

1200 2] 	1 .(H PITRVO~F 

The purpose of thefle regulatiom, i:; to provide ('eFvice(; for parents and familie:; victimized by' Sudden Infant 
Death ~ ..qldrome (~If)S) 

.~ r 	 1J 4uth"l':t)'"••r. 7'r'1 . ,fell'\. r"021 . J 4dmill;"#atil'Cd ilisEO§'Y: Ongll'lal. . {'Ii Ie j fP.ccf 4Ugl;lst,(;]f. .j9~4, tj~('"'f{; ";"e 
M'19/('mnl'r)4 l '):;N 

1200 21 ~ ,,"..VAILABILITY AND APPROPRIATENESS OF SERVICES 

(l) 	 SerYice~ provided for the SlDS prograrnJ '.vi II be available throughout the state in 95 GOtieties, and 
will be proyided in accordance with T.eA. ~6g 1 110l. 

(1) 	 Ever,' parent or guardian of a SIDS incident will be offered an autopsy to validate the diagnosilL 

(3) 	 Diae:no:;iG of SIDS ..viII be certified on the death certifioate. 

Aut/writ)" TG. 1 f~8'1 11"{}? 4fI-.71I1I'1l. ' ,Ndt,.,.CIi'" ul!!!'IOIY:J'lgll161/IT" O' . rule rUed Augllst 27 1984' efJeclil'c• .j. 	: ~. J . 
&t*,mber 2e. 198+ 	 . '". , . . 

120021 1 .03 DEFINITION~ 

fl) 	 Sudden Infant Death Syndrome means the death of an ostensibly healthy shiM-who is less than (3) 
years of age 'rVhioh OCOUftl suddenly and u:uexpectedly with no known or apparent sau:se and which 
femain~; u:nelmJaioed after the DerfornlEUlce of an autoDf;,>' . 

rtem e),ammat.1O B of the deoeased inJ:£mt byt1:W tee post mo . . . . h;" fo"ram me C_' . _ d aIR 
(2) 	 hU\ t0p" ) '" 8:"" defieed III I... , P e f al causes of miaote .h J "'1 to rule out all Doton Ia-lt€en:;ed eat 0 GE!I.• 

(3) 	 Ph'>'sloian means a Oel",OI1 liceuned to nraotice medicine or osteooathv in the ~tate of Tennessee. 

(1) 	 Medioal~38 7 101. Examiner rueaR" tbe ,,' . flh)."lioian deSiguated as . county medIcal. examiner pursuantto T.eA. 

I 10 7 . . (:)-0 .' , I . I , {j'cd 4hlgNst 27, J984; cffccti..,.cAUEront}':It . ..Tel.1...~ '6~r 1, r 1 '. , 4d-min;stJ'llirl'c 1lt.~I()I'·:rl~;!I':H IUd: J r , 

Se19!tllJ9h:',,- 2e. l V1I4. 

Hog 21 1 .g4 DESCRIPTION OF SERVICES 

http:e),ammat.1O


(1) 	 Frovisiol1 of autop~;y will be made available to all parents or loaal guardians of suspected SIDS 
inoidents. 

(a) 	 The parent:; or legal guardian:; shall authorize or refuGe autopsy t!Jrough oompletion of 
the following form. The looal n1edical elEamine!" sban a:lsist the oaren!:; or leEa1 E:Uardians 
in completing the folm. 

PARENTAL AUTHORIZATION 
OR 

REFUSAL OF AUTOPSY FORM 

SUDDEN 1N.1'\\.1\IT DEATH SYNDROME PROGRAM 

~ 

COUNTY: 

:BE IT KNO\V.N, that Oll this date, I, 

do volul1tariiy authorize 

f'efuse 
the pelionnanoe of an autopsy on my ofiild 
by-±)r. 

. ~ the Tew'e"see Department o~eaootmg or. ~. ' h f H Wl and• Enviroument. 

\VitneSll~ 

Date 

(b) 	 The refwlal of the parents or legal guardian:; to autHorize the aulopsy tlhall in nO way 
interfere with the duties of the DisHict Attorney Genera!. County Coroner. and/or County 
Medical Examiner aJ t.et forth in T.eA. ~3g 7 106. 

(0) 	 Auloosiet; will be oorfonned by oatholoeist:s licensed to practice in TeMessee. 

Cd) 	 The ~ounty medioal examiner will assign a patHologist to perfofl1) the post mortem 
exammallOn. All trallGportatioH costs of tbe deceased infant to and from the pathologist 
'.... Il! be t1Ubmttted to the 00l:lJ1tV oour!. Transnortation OO:3ts will not exceed. the current 
1;tate rate. 

(e) 	 Parents or legal guardiAns ''>''ill he i>iven a ol'eliminarv reooFt of death within 24 to 48 
ltoor&-Bf-at!~ 

Authority: rCA. §68 1 JIG2. Adm:llist/'t/ti'l'e !IiSHN't': Orif!irltd nile fitcdAuf!'lf,\/ 27. 1984: effective 
Ser){crnbcr26, 1YiN. 
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1200-15-03-.01 Purpose. 

The purpose of this chapter is to establish mlOimum standards for conducting and completing an 

investigation. including an autopsy if deemed necessary, into sudden, unexplained infant and child deaths. 


Authority: T.CA ~68-1-1 101,968-1-1102, *68-1-1103., 

1/00-15-03-.02 Definitions. 
For purposes of this chapter. 

(1) 	 "Autopsy" means the post mOliem examination of a deceased infant or child by a 
licensed pathologist to detcllnine cause of death. 

~ 	"Child" means a person who is at least Ol1e year of aee and has not reached his or her 
eiehteenth birthdav. 

(3) 	 "Department" means the Temlessee Department of Health. 

(4) 	 "Infant" means a baby who was born alive and has not reached his or her fir~t birthday. 

(5) 	 "Sudden, unexplained infant or child death" means the unexpected death of an infant or a 
child with no known or apparent cause. 

Authority: T.eA §68-I-II01. §68-1-1102, §68-1-1103. 

1 '100-15-03-.03 Standards for investigations. 

(1) 	 The standards for conducting and completing an investigation, including perfornlance of 
an autopsy, into a sudden, unexplained infant death shall include the standards applicable 
to infants found in Tennessee Code Annotated !i 68-1-1101 , and the standards authorized 
or required by Tennessee Code Annotated Title 38, Chapter 7. The same standards shall 
apply to sudden, unexplained child death. 

(2) 	 In addition to the standards found in Tennessee Code Annotated § 68-1-1102 and Title 
38, Chapter 7, the standards for conducting and completing an investigation, including 
pelfonnance of an autopsy, into a sudden, unexplained infant or child death shall be 
those found in the most current version of the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention's pUblication, "Sudden, Unexplained Infant Death Investieation Reporting 
Forn] , " for infants. and the Department's "Sudden, Unexplained Child Death 
Investigation Reporting FOllu," for children. The Depaliment shall provide access to 
these publications upon request. The pathologist performing the autopsy shall complete 
the appropriate form. 

Authority: T.C.A. §68-1-II01. 968-1-1102, ~68-1-1103, §68-3-502. 

1200-15-03-.04 Reimbursement of county governments . 
The Deparbnent shall reimburse county governments for the cost of each autopsy performed for an 
investigation into a sudden, unexplained infant or child death that is carried out in accordance with the 
investigation standards in this chapter. The Department shall reimburse up to the maximum allowable of 
$1,250.00 per autopsy, including travel costs. The Tennessee Department of Finance and Administration's 
Comprehensive Travel Regulations shall govern the reimbursement rate for travel costs. The total number 
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of autopsies per year within the State for which the maximum allowable reimbursement is paid shall not 
exceed] 65. 

Authority: T.eA 968-1-1 JOI, §fi8-1-1102, ~68-1-1103. 
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