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Amendments

Rule 1200-8-1-.04, Administration, is amended by adding the following language as new paragraph 
(11), so that as amended, the new paragraph (11) shall read:

(11) Hospice services may be provided in an area designated by a hospital for exclusive 
use by a home care organization certified as a hospice provider to provide care at the 
hospice inpatient or respite level of care in accordance with the hospice’s Medicare 
certification.  Admission to the hospital is not required in order for a patient to receive 
such hospice services, regardless of the patient’s length of stay.  The designation by 
a hospital of a portion of its facility for exclusive use by a home care organization to 
provide hospice services to its patients shall not:

(a) alter the license to bed complement of such hospital, or
 
(b) result in the establishment of a residential hospice.

Authority:  T.C.A. §§4-5-202, 4-5-204, 68-11-201, 68-11-202, 68-11-204, 68-11-206, and 68-
11-209.

Rule 1200-8-1-.07, Optional Hospital Services, is amended by deleting subparagraphs (1)(i) and 
(1)(k) in their entirety and substituting instead the following language, so that as amended, the new 
subparagraphs (1)(i) and (1)(k) shall read:

(1 )(i) A hospital can petition the director of health care facilities of the department 
for a waiver from the provisions of 1200-8-1-.07(1)(h) if they are unable to 
employ a sufficient number of surgical technologists who meet the require-
ments.  The facility shall demonstrate to the director that a diligent and 
thorough effort has been made to employ surgical technologist who meet the 
requirements.  The director shall refuse to grant a waiver upon finding that 
a diligent and thorough effort has not been made.  A waiver shall exempt a 
facility from meeting the requirements for not more than nine (9) months.  
Additional waivers may be granted, but all exemptions greater than twelve 
(12) months shall be approved by the Board for Licensing Health Care Facili-
ties.

(1) (k) Properly executed informed consent, advance directive, and organ donation 
forms, when applicable, must be in the patient’s chart before surgery, except 
in emergencies.

Authority:  T.C.A. §§4-5-202, 4-5-204, 68-11-202, 68-11-204, 68-11-209, 68-57-102, and 68-
57-104.

Rule 1200-8-1-.07, Optional Hospital Services, is amended by adding the following language as new 
subparagraph (1)(j) and re-numbering the remaining subparagraphs appropriately, so that as amended, 
the new subparagraph (1)(j) shall read:

(1) (j) Surgical technologists shall demonstrate continued competence in order to 
perform their professional duties in surgical technology.  The employer shall 
maintain evidence of the continued competence of such individuals.  Con-
tinued competence activities may include but are not limited to continuing 
education, in-service training, or certification renewal.

Authority:  T.C.A. §§4-5-202, 4-5-204, 68-11-202, 68-11-204, 68-11-209 and 68-57-102.
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Rule 1200-8-1-.08, Building Standards, is amended by adding the following language as new para-
graph (26), so that as amended, the new paragraph (26) shall read:

(26) Each hospital shall ensure that an emergency keyed lock box is installed next to each 
bank of functioning elevators located on the main level.  Such lock boxes shall be 
permanently mounted seventy-two inches (72”) from the floor to the center of the 
box, be operable by a universal key no matter where such box is located, and shall 
contain only fire service keys and drop keys to the appropriate elevators.

Authority:  T.C.A. §§4-5-202, 4-5-204, 68-11-202, 68-11-204, 68-11-206, 68-11-209, and 68-
11-261.

Rule 1200-8-1-.11, Records and Reports, is amended by deleting paragraph (5) in its entirety and 
substituting instead the following language, so that as amended, the new paragraph (5) shall read:

(5) Hospitals shall submit their Joint Annual Report data within one hundred and fifty 
(150) days after the end of each hospital’s fiscal year and within one hundred and 
five (105) days after closure or a change in ownership.  Hospitals shall also submit 
to the department, at the same time the hospital sends the signed paper copy of the 
report, a notarized statement from the hospital’s chief financial officer stating that 
the financial data reported on the Joint Annual Report is consistent with the audited 
financials for the hospital for that reporting year.  The notarized statement shall also 
be attested to by the chief executive officer of the submitting hospital.

Authority:  T.C.A. §§4-5-202, 4-5-204, 68-11-202, 68-11-204, 68-11-206, 68-11-207, 68-11-209, 
68-11-210, 68-11-211, 68-11-213, and 68-11-310.

Rule 1200-8-6-.04, Administration, is amended by adding the following language as new paragraph 
(16) and re-numbering the remaining paragraphs appropriately, so that as amended, the new para-
graph (16) shall read:

(16) Each nursing home shall post whether they have liability insurance, the identity of 
their primary insurance carrier, and if self-insured, the corporate entity responsible 
for payment of any claims.  It shall be posted on a sign no smaller than eleven inches 
(11”) in width and seventeen inches (17”) in height and displayed at the main public 
entrance.

Authority:  T.C.A. §§4-5-202, 4-5-204, 68-11-202, 68-11-204, 68-11-206, 68-11-209, and 68-
11-257.

Rule 1200-8-6-.05, Admissions, Discharges, and Transfers, is amended by adding the following 
language as new paragraph (3) and re-numbering the remaining paragraphs appropriately, so that as 
amended, the new paragraph (3) shall read:

(3) Prior to the admission of a resident to a nursing home or prior to the execution of a 
contract for the care of a resident in a nursing home (whichever occurs first), each 
nursing home shall disclose in writing to the resident or to the resident’s guardian, 
conservator or representative, if any, whether the facility has liability insurance and 
the identity of the primary insurance carrier.  If the facility is self-insured, their state-
ment shall reflect that fact and indicate the corporate entity responsible for payment 
of any claims.

Authority:  T.C.A. §§4-5-202, 4-5-204, 68-11-202, 68-11-204, 68-11-206, 68-11-209, and 68-
11-257.
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Rule 1200-8-6-.08, Building Standards, is amended by adding the following language as new para-
graph (24), so that as amended, the new paragraph (24) shall read:

(24) Each nursing home shall ensure that an emergency keyed lock box is installed next 
to each bank of functioning elevators located on the main level.  Such lock boxes 
shall be permanently mounted seventy-two inches (72”) from the floor to the center 
of the box, be operable by a universal key no matter where such box is located, and 
shall contain only fire service keys and drop keys to the appropriate elevators.

Authority:  T.C.A. §§4-5-202, 4-5-204, 68-11-202, 68-11-204, 68-11-206, 68-11-209, and 68-
11-261.

Rule 1200-8-10-.06, Basic Services, is amended by deleting subparagraph (1)(k) in its entirety and 
substituting instead the following language, so that as amended, the new subparagraph (1)(k) shall 
read:

(1) (k) An ASTC can petition the director of health care facilities of the department 
for a waiver from the provisions of 1200-8-10-.06(1)(j) if they are unable to 
employ a sufficient number of surgical technologists who meet the require-
ments.  The facility shall demonstrate to the director that a diligent and 
thorough effort has been made to employ surgical technologist who meet the 
requirements.  The director shall refuse to grant a waiver upon finding that 
a diligent and thorough effort has not been made.  A waiver shall exempt a 
facility from meeting the requirements for not more than nine (9) months.  
Additional waivers may be granted, but all exemptions greater than twelve 
(12) months shall be approved by the Board for Licensing Health Care Facili-
ties.

Authority:  T.C.A. §§4-5-202, 4-5-204, 68-11-202, 68-11-204, 68-11-209, 68-57-102, and 68-
57-104.

Rule 1200-8-10-.06, Basic Services, is amended by adding the following language as new subpara-
graph (1)(l) and re-numbering the remaining subparagraphs appropriately, so that as amended, the 
new subparagraph (1)(l) shall read:

(1) (l) Surgical technologists shall demonstrate continued competence in order to 
perform their professional duties in surgical technology.  The employer shall 
maintain evidence of the continued competence of such individuals.  Con-
tinued competence activities may include but are not limited to continuing 
education, in-service training, or certification renewal.

Authority:  T.C.A. §§4-5-202, 4-5-204, 68-11-202, 68-11-204, 68-11-209, and 68-57-102.

Rule 1200-8-10-.08, Building Standards, is amended by adding the following language as new para-
graph (25), so that as amended, the new paragraph (25) shall read:

(25) Each ambulatory surgical treatment center shall ensure that an emergency keyed lock 
box is installed next to each bank of functioning elevators located on the main level.  
Such lock boxes shall be permanently mounted seventy-two inches (72”) from the 
floor to the center of the box, be operable by a universal key no matter where such 
box is located, and shall contain only fire service keys and drop keys to the appropri-
ate elevators.

Authority:  T.C.A. §§4-5-202, 4-5-204, 68-11-202, 68-11-204, 68-11-206, 68-11-209, and 68-
11-261.
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Rule 1200-8-11-.01, Definitions, is amended by deleting paragraph (26) in its entirety and substitut-
ing instead the following language, so that as amended, the new paragraph (26) shall read:

(26) Home for the Aged.  A home represented and held out to the general public as a 
home which accepts primarily aged persons for relatively permanent, domiciliary care 
with primarily being defined as 51% or more of the population of the home for the 
aged.  It provides room, board and personal services to four (4) or more nonrelated 
persons.  The term home includes any building or part thereof which provides services 
as defined in these rules.

Authority:  T.C.A. §§4-5-202, 4-5-204, 68-11-201, 68-11-202, 68-11-204, 68-11-206, and 68-
11-209.

Rule 1200-8-11-.04, Administration, is amended by adding the following language as new subpara-
graph (5)(e) and re-numbering the remaining subparagraphs appropriately, so that as amended, the 
new subparagraph (5)(e) shall read:

(5) (e) Post whether they have liability insurance, the identity of their primary insur-
ance carrier, and if self-insured, the corporate entity responsible for payment 
of any claims.  It shall be posted on a sign no smaller than eleven inches 
(11”) in width and seventeen inches (17”) in height and displayed at the main 
public entrance.

Authority:  T.C.A. §§4-5-202, 4-5-204, 68-11-202, 68-11-204, 68-11-206, 68-11-209, and 68-
11-257.

Rule 1200-8-11-.05, Admissions, Discharges, and Transfers, is amended by adding the following 
language as new paragraph (2) and re-numbering the remaining paragraphs appropriately, so that as 
amended, the new paragraph (2) shall read:

(2) Prior to the admission of a resident or prior to the execution of a contract for the 
care of a resident (whichever occurs first), each home for the aged shall disclose in 
writing to the resident or to the resident’s guardian, conservator or representative, if 
any, whether the facility has liability insurance and the identity of the primary insur-
ance carrier.  If the facility is self-insured, their statement shall reflect that fact and 
indicate the corporate entity responsible for payment of any claims.

Authority:  T.C.A. §§4-5-202, 4-5-204, 68-11-202, 68-11-204, 68-11-206, 68-11-209, and 68-
11-257.

Rule 1200-8-11-.07, Building Standards, is amended by adding the following language as new para-
graph (28), so that as amended, the new paragraph (28) shall read:

(28) Each home for the aged shall ensure that an emergency keyed lock box is installed 
next to each bank of functioning elevators located on the main level.  Such lock boxes 
shall be permanently mounted seventy-two inches (72”) from the floor to the center 
of the box, be operable by a universal key no matter where such box is located, and 
shall contain only fire service keys and drop keys to the appropriate elevators.

Authority:  T.C.A. §§4-5-202, 4-5-204, 68-11-202, 68-11-204, 68-11-206, 68-11-209, and 68-
11-261.

Rule 1200-8-15-.08, Building Standards, is amended by adding the following language as new para-
graph (24), so that as amended, the new paragraph (24) shall read:
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(24) Each residential hospice shall ensure that an emergency keyed lock box is installed next to each 
bank of functioning elevators located on the main level.  Such lock boxes shall be permanently 
mounted seventy-two inches (72”) from the floor to the center of the box, be operable by a 
universal key no matter where such box is located, and shall contain only fire service keys and 
drop keys to the appropriate elevators.

Authority:  T.C.A. §§4-5-202, 4-5-204, 68-11-202, 68-11-204, 68-11-206, 68-11-209, and 68-
11-261.

Rule 1200-8-18-.01, Definitions, is amended by adding the following language as new paragraph 
(10) and re-numbering the remaining paragraphs appropriately, so that as amended, the new para-
graph (10) shall read:

(10) Branch Office. A location where alcohol and drug prevention and treatment services 
are actually delivered and located sufficiently close (usually within 100 miles from a 
parent office) to share administrative services with the parent office and must main-
tain the same corporate name of the parent.

Authority:  T.C.A. §§4-5-202, 4-5-204, 68-11-201, 68-11-202, 68-11-204, 68-11-206, and 68-
11-209.

Rule 1200-8-18-.02, Licensing Procedures, is amended by deleting subparagraph (2)(b) in its entirety 
and substituting instead the following language, so that as amended, the new subparagraph (2)(b) 
shall read:

(b) Each initial and renewal application for licensure shall be submitted with the 
appropriate fee or fees.  All fees submitted are nonrefundable.  The fee rate 
is based on the number of distinct facility categories to be operated at each 
residential and non-residential site.  Offices providing alcohol and drug preven-
tion and treatment services shall be classified as either a parent office or as a 
branch office of the facility and only one (1) license shall be required for the 
parent and its related branch offices.  Any applicant who files an application 
during the fiscal year must pay the full license fee.

   Non-Residential    Fees Per Site:

   One (1) Distinct Facility Category…………........$ 600.00

Authority:  T.C.A. §§4-5-202, 4-5-204, 68-11-202, 68-11-204, 68-11-206, 68-11-209, and 68-
11-216.

Rule 1200-8-18-.02, Licensing Procedures, is amended by deleting paragraph (4) in its entirety and 
re-numbering the remaining paragraphs appropriately.

Authority:  T.C.A. §§4-5-202, 4-5-204, 68-11-202, 68-11-204, 68-11-206, 68-11-209, and 68-
11-216.

Rule 1200-8-18-.04, Administration, is amended by adding the following language as new paragraphs 
(2), (3), (4), and (5) and re-numbering the remaining paragraphs appropriately, so that as amended, 
the new paragraphs (2), (3), (4), and (5) shall read:

(2) A parent office shall develop and maintain administrative controls of the branch of-
fice and house the administrative functions and administrative records of the facility. 
The parent office shall be ultimately responsible for human resource activities and all 
financial and contractual agreements for the facility, including both parent and branch 
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offices. The administrative records of the facility shall be viewed by the inspectors 
and auditors at the parent office.

(3) A branch office is a location where alcohol and drug prevention and treatment services 
are actually delivered.  A branch office must be sufficiently close to share adminis-
trative services with the parent office and must maintain the same corporate name 
of the parent. The parent office shall make on-site supervisory visits to each branch 
office and shall maintain regular administrative contact with its branch offices. Docu-
mentation of this contact shall be maintained by the parent office. The parent office 
shall receive at least quarterly written staffing reports from its branch offices, includ-
ing information regarding staffing needs, staffing patterns and staff productivity. A 
branch office shall be deemed to be sufficiently close if it is within 100 miles of the 
parent office; provided that the remaining criteria set forth in this paragraph are also 
applicable. A branch office that is greater than 100 miles from a parent office may 
be considered a branch office by the board if it otherwise meets the criteria set forth 
in this paragraph.  Locations other than the parent office where merely administra-
tive services take place, such as filling out paper work or conducting staff meetings, 
shall not be considered a branch office or part of the license and shall not be subject 
to inspection or audit.

(4) The parent office of a facility shall have a clearly defined process to ensure that 
effective interchange occurs between the parent and branch regarding various func-
tions including branch staffing requirements, branch office patient census, total visits 
provided by the branch, complaints, incident reports and referrals.

(5) The branch office of a facility shall maintain the same standards of practice for the 
services delivered by the branch office, as the parent office of the facility, including 
forms, policies, procedures and service delivery standards. The parent office of a 
facility shall maintain documentation of integration between the parent office and its 
branch offices.

Authority:  T.C.A. §§4-5-202, 4-5-204, 68-11-202, 68-11-204, 68-11-206, and 68-11-209.

Rule 1200-8-19-.01, Definitions, is amended by adding the following language as new paragraph 
(10) and re-numbering the remaining paragraphs appropriately, so that as amended, the new para-
graph (10) shall read:

(10) Branch Office. A location where alcohol and drug prevention and treatment services 
are provided and located sufficiently close (usually within 100 miles from a parent 
office) to share administrative services with the parent office and must maintain the 
same corporate name of the parent.

Authority:  T.C.A. §§4-5-202, 4-5-204, 68-11-201, 68-11-202, 68-11-204, 68-11-206, and 68-
11-209.

Rule 1200-8-19-.02, Licensing Procedures, is amended by deleting subparagraph (2)(b) in its entirety 
and substituting instead the following language, so that as amended, the new subparagraph (2)(b) 
shall read:

(b) Each initial and renewal application for licensure shall be submitted with the 
appropriate fee or fees.  All fees submitted are nonrefundable.  The fee rate 
is based on the number of distinct facility categories to be operated at each 
residential and non-residential site.  Offices providing alcohol and drug preven-
tion and treatment services shall be classified as either a parent office or as a 
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branch office of the facility and only one (1) license shall be required for the 
parent and its related branch offices.  Any applicant who files an application 
during the fiscal year must pay the full license fee.

   
Non-Residential    Fees Per Site:

   One (1) Distinct Facility Category…………$ 600.00

Authority:  T.C.A. §§4-5-202, 4-5-204, 68-11-202, 68-11-204, 68-11-206, 68-11-209, and 68-
11-216.

Rule 1200-8-19-.02, Licensing Procedures, is amended by deleting paragraph (4) in its entirety and 
re-numbering the remaining paragraphs appropriately.

Authority:  T.C.A. §§4-5-202, 4-5-204, 68-11-202, 68-11-204, 68-11-206, 68-11-209, and 68-
11-216.

Rule 1200-8-19-.04, Administration, is amended by adding the following language as new paragraphs 
(2), (3), (4), and (5) and re-numbering the remaining paragraphs appropriately, so that as amended, 
the new paragraphs (2), (3), (4), and (5) shall read:

(2) A parent office shall develop and maintain administrative controls of the branch of-
fice and house the administrative functions and administrative records of the facility. 
The parent office shall be ultimately responsible for human resource activities and all 
financial and contractual agreements for the facility, including both parent and branch 
offices. The administrative records of the facility shall be viewed by the inspectors 
and auditors at the parent office.

(3) A branch office is a location where alcohol and drug prevention and treatment services 
are actually delivered.  A branch office must be sufficiently close to share adminis-
trative services with the parent office and must maintain the same corporate name 
of the parent. The parent office shall make on-site supervisory visits to each branch 
office and shall maintain regular administrative contact with its branch offices. Docu-
mentation of this contact shall be maintained by the parent office. The parent office 
shall receive at least quarterly written staffing reports from its branch offices, includ-
ing information regarding staffing needs, staffing patterns and staff productivity. A 
branch office shall be deemed to be sufficiently close if it is within 100 miles of the 
parent office; provided that the remaining criteria set forth in this paragraph are also 
applicable. A branch office that is greater than 100 miles from a parent office may 
be considered a branch office by the board if it otherwise meets the criteria set forth 
in this paragraph.  Locations other than the parent office where merely administra-
tive services take place, such as filling out paper work or conducting staff meetings, 
shall not be considered a branch office or part of the license and shall not be subject 
to inspection or audit.

(4) The parent office of a facility shall have a clearly defined process to ensure that 
effective interchange occurs between the parent and branch regarding various func-
tions including branch staffing requirements, branch office patient census, total visits 
provided by the branch, complaints, incident reports and referrals.

(5) The branch office of a facility shall maintain the same standards of practice for the 
services delivered by the branch office, as the parent office of the facility, including 
forms, policies, procedures and service delivery standards. The parent office of a 
facility shall maintain documentation of integration between the parent office and its 
branch offices.
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Authority:  T.C.A. §§4-5-202, 4-5-204, 68-11-202, 68-11-204, 68-11-206, and 68-11-209.

Rule 1200-8-20-.01, Definitions, is amended by adding the following language as new paragraph 
(12) and re-numbering the remaining paragraphs appropriately, so that as amended, the new para-
graph (12) shall read:

(12) Branch Office. A location where alcohol and drug prevention and treatment services 
are provided and located sufficiently close (usually within 100 miles from a parent 
office) to share administrative services with the parent office and must maintain the 
same corporate name of the parent.

Authority:  T.C.A. §§4-5-202, 4-5-204, 68-11-201, 68-11-202, 68-11-204, 68-11-206, and 68-
11-209.

Rule 1200-8-20-.02, Licensing Procedures, is amended by deleting subparagraph (2)(b) in its entirety 
and substituting instead the following language, so that as amended, the new subparagraph (2)(b) 
shall read:

(b) Each initial and renewal application for licensure shall be submitted with the 
appropriate fee or fees.  All fees submitted are nonrefundable.  The fee rate 
is based on the number of distinct facility categories to be operated at each 
residential and non-residential site.  Offices providing alcohol and drug preven-
tion and treatment services shall be classified as either a parent office or as a 
branch office of the facility and only one (1) license shall be required for the 
parent and its related branch offices.  Any applicant who files an application 
during the fiscal year must pay the full license fee.

   Non-Residential    Fees Per Site:

   One (1) Distinct Facility Category………$ 600.00

Authority:  T.C.A. §§4-5-202, 4-5-204, 68-11-202, 68-11-204, 68-11-206, 68-11-209, and 68-
11-216.

Rule 1200-8-20-.02, Licensing Procedures, is amended by deleting paragraph (4) in its entirety and 
re-numbering the remaining paragraphs appropriately.

Authority:  T.C.A. §§4-5-202, 4-5-204, 68-11-202, 68-11-204, 68-11-206, 68-11-209, and 68-
11-216.

Rule 1200-8-20-.04, Administration, is amended by adding the following language as new paragraphs 
(2), (3), (4), and (5) and re-numbering the remaining paragraphs appropriately, so that as amended, 
the new paragraphs (2), (3), (4), and (5) shall read:

(2) A parent office shall develop and maintain administrative controls of the branch of-
fice and house the administrative functions and administrative records of the facility. 
The parent office shall be ultimately responsible for human resource activities and all 
financial and contractual agreements for the facility, including both parent and branch 
offices. The administrative records of the facility shall be viewed by the inspectors 
and auditors at the parent office.

(3) A branch office is a location where alcohol and drug prevention and treatment services 
are actually delivered.  A branch office must be sufficiently close to share adminis-
trative services with the parent office and must maintain the same corporate name 
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of the parent. The parent office shall make on-site supervisory visits to each branch 
office and shall maintain regular administrative contact with its branch offices. Docu-
mentation of this contact shall be maintained by the parent office. The parent office 
shall receive at least quarterly written staffing reports from its branch offices, includ-
ing information regarding staffing needs, staffing patterns and staff productivity. A 
branch office shall be deemed to be sufficiently close if it is within 100 miles of the 
parent office; provided that the remaining criteria set forth in this paragraph are also 
applicable. A branch office that is greater than 100 miles from a parent office may 
be considered a branch office by the board if it otherwise meets the criteria set forth 
in this paragraph.  Locations other than the parent office where merely administra-
tive services take place, such as filling out paper work or conducting staff meetings, 
shall not be considered a branch office or part of the license and shall not be subject 
to inspection or audit.

(4) The parent office of a facility shall have a clearly defined process to ensure that 
effective interchange occurs between the parent and branch regarding various func-
tions including branch staffing requirements, branch office patient census, total visits 
provided by the branch, complaints, incident reports and referrals.

(5) The branch office of a facility shall maintain the same standards of practice for the 
services delivered by the branch office, as the parent office of the facility, including 
forms, policies, procedures and service delivery standards. The parent office of a 
facility shall maintain documentation of integration between the parent office and its 
branch offices.

Authority:  T.C.A. §§4-5-202, 4-5-204, 68-11-202, 68-11-204, 68-11-206, and 68-11-209.

Rule 1200-8-25-.02, Licensing Procedures, is amended by deleting paragraph (6) in its entirety and 
re-numbering the remaining paragraphs appropriately.

Authority:  T.C.A. §§4-5-202, 4-5-204, 68-11-201, 68-11-202, 68-11-204, 68-11-206, 68-11-
209, and 68-11-210.

Rule 1200-8-25-.04, Administration, is amended by adding the following language as new subpara-
graph (5)(e) and re-numbering the remaining subparagraphs appropriately, so that as amended, the 
new subparagraph (5)(e) shall read:

(5) (e) Post whether they have liability insurance, the identity of their primary insur-
ance carrier, and if self-insured, the corporate entity responsible for payment 
of any claims.  It shall be posted on a sign no smaller than eleven inches 
(11”) in width and seventeen inches (17”) in height and displayed at the main 
public entrance.

Authority:  T.C.A. §§4-5-202, 4-5-204, 68-11-202, 68-11-204, 68-11-206, 68-11-209, and 68-
11-257.

Rule 1200-8-25-.04, Administration, is amended by adding the following language as new para-
graph (6) and re-numbering the remaining paragraphs appropriately, so that as amended, the new 
paragraph (6) shall read:

(6) A registered nurse may make the actual determination and pronouncement of death 
under the following circumstances:

(a) The deceased was a resident of an assisted-care living facility;
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(b) Death was anticipated, and the attending physician has agreed in writing to 

sign the death certificate.  Such agreement by the attending physician must 
be present and with the deceased at the place of death;

(c) The nurse is licensed by the state; and

(d) The nurse is employed by the assisted-care living facility in which the deceased 
resided.

Authority:  T.C.A. §§4-5-202, 4-5-204, 68-3-511, 68-11-202, and 68-11-209.

Rule 1200-8-25-.05, Admissions, Discharges, and Transfers, is amended by adding the following 
language as new paragraph (9) and re-numbering the remaining paragraphs appropriately, so that as 
amended, the new paragraph (9) shall read:

(9) Prior to the admission of a resident or prior to the execution of a contract for the care 
of a resident (whichever occurs first), each assisted-care living facility shall disclose 
in writing to the resident or to the resident’s guardian, conservator or representa-
tive, if any, whether the facility has liability insurance and the identity of the primary 
insurance carrier.  If the facility is self-insured, their statement shall reflect that fact 
and indicate the corporate entity responsible for payment of any claims.

Authority:  T.C.A. §§4-5-202, 4-5-204, 68-11-202, 68-11-204, 68-11-206, 68-11-209, and 68-
11-257.

Rule 1200-8-25-.07, Building Standards, is amended by adding the following language as new para-
graph (28), so that as amended, the new paragraph (28) shall read:

(28) Each assisted-care living facility shall ensure that an emergency keyed lock box is 
installed next to each bank of functioning elevators located on the main level.  Such 
lock boxes shall be permanently mounted seventy-two inches (72”) from the floor 
to the center of the box, be operable by a universal key no matter where such box 
is located, and shall contain only fire service keys and drop keys to the appropriate 
elevators.

Authority:  T.C.A. §§4-5-202, 4-5-204, 68-11-202, 68-11-204, 68-11-206, 68-11-209, and 68-
11-261.

Rule 1200-8-26-.06, Basic Agency Functions, is amended by adding the following language as 
new subparagraph (11)(b), and re-numbering the remaining subparagraphs appropriately, so that as 
amended, the new subparagraph (11)(b) shall read:

(11) (b) A home care organization providing home health services is authorized to re-
ceive and appropriately act on a written order for a plan of care for a patient 
concerning a home health service signed by a physician that is transmitted 
to the agency by electronically signed electronic mail.  Such order that is 
transmitted by electronic mail shall be deemed to meet any requirement for 
written documentation imposed by this regulation.

Authority:  T.C.A. §§4-5-202, 4-5-204, 68-11-202, 68-11-209, and 68-11-260.

Rule 1200-8-27-.04, Administration, is amended by adding the following language as new para-
graph (9) and re-numbering the remaining paragraphs appropriately, so that as amended, the new 
paragraph (9) shall read:
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(9) Hospice services may be provided in an area designated by a hospital for exclusive 
use by a home care organization certified as a hospice provider to provide care at the 
hospice inpatient or respite level of care in accordance with the hospice’s Medicare 
certification.  Admission to the hospital is not required in order for a patient to receive 
such hospice services, regardless of the patient’s length of stay.  The designation by 
a hospital of a portion of its facility for exclusive use by a home care organization to 
provide hospice services to its patients shall not:

(a) alter the license to bed complement of such hospital, or
 
(b) result in the establishment of a residential hospice.

Authority:  T.C.A. §§4-5-202, 4-5-204, 68-11-201, 68-11-202, 68-11-204, 68-11-206, and 68-
11-209.

Rule 1200-8-27-.06, Basic Agency Functions, is amended by adding the following language as 
new subparagraph (14)(b), and re-numbering the remaining subparagraphs appropriately, so that as 
amended, the new subparagraph (14)(b) shall read:

(14) (b) A home care organization providing hospice services is authorized to receive 
and appropriately act on a written order for a plan of care for a patient con-
cerning a home health service signed by a physician that is transmitted to the 
agency by electronically signed electronic mail.  Such order that is transmit-
ted by electronic mail shall be deemed to meet any requirement for written 
documentation imposed by this regulation.

Authority:  T.C.A. §§4-5-202, 4-5-204, 68-11-202, 68-11-209, and 68-11-260.

Rule 1200-8-28-.08, Building Standards, is amended by adding the following language as new para-
graph (28), so that as amended, the new paragraph (28) shall read:

(28) Each HIV supportive living facility shall ensure that an emergency keyed lock box is 
installed next to each bank of functioning elevators located on the main level.  Such 
lock boxes shall be permanently mounted seventy-two inches (72”) from the floor 
to the center of the box, be operable by a universal key no matter where such box 
is located, and shall contain only fire service keys and drop keys to the appropriate 
elevators.

Authority:  T.C.A. §§4-5-202, 4-5-204, 68-11-202, 68-11-204, 68-11-206, 68-11-209, and 68-
11-261.

Rule 1200-8-29-.11, Records and Reports, is amended by adding the following language as new 
item (2)(b)1, so that as amended, the new item (2)(b)1 shall read:

(2) (b) 1. A home care organization providing home medical equipment is au-
thorized to receive and appropriately act on a written order for a plan 
of care for a patient concerning a home health service signed by a 
physician that is transmitted to the agency by electronically signed 
electronic mail.  Such order that is transmitted by electronic mail shall 
be deemed to meet any requirement for written documentation imposed 
by this regulation.

Authority:  T.C.A. §§4-5-202, 4-5-204, 68-11-202, 68-11-209, and 68-11-260.
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Rule 1200-8-35-.01, Definitions, is amended by deleting paragraph (50) in its entirety and substitut-
ing instead the following language, so that as amended, the new paragraph (50) shall read:

(50) Outpatient Diagnostic Center.  Any facility providing outpatient diagnostic services 
(computerized tomography, magnetic resonance imaging, positron emission tomog-
raphy, or other imaging technology developed after June 9, 2005 which provides 
substantially the same functionality), unless the outpatient diagnostic services are 
provided as the services of another licensed healthcare institution that reports such 
outpatient diagnostic services on its joint annual report, or the facility is otherwise 
excluded from this definition.  Outpatient diagnostic center does not include a physi-
cian or dental practice that is conducted at a location occupied and controlled by one 
or more physicians or dentists licensed under Title 63, if the outpatient diagnostic 
services are ancillary to the specialties of the physicians’ practice or are provided 
primarily for persons who are patients of the physicians or dentists in the practice for 
purposes other than outpatient diagnostic services.  Outpatient diagnostic centers in 
existence prior to the effective date of this rule will be required to obtain licensure 
by the department of health and comply with relevant reporting requirements.

Authority:  T.C.A. §§4-5-202, 4-5-204, 68-11-201, 68-11-202, 68-11-204, 68-11-206, and 68-
11-209.

The rulemaking hearing rules set out herein were properly filed in the Department of State on the  
23rd day of February, 2007 and will become effective on the 9th day of May, 2007. (FS 02-29-07, 
DBID 2388 through 2401)


