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Chapter 0520-01-03 
Minimum Requirements for the Approval of Public Schools 

Rule 0520-0I-03-.03(10)(a) "Admission and Enrollment of Students" is amended by deleting the present language 
in its entirety and replacing it with the following : 

During the 2013-2014 school year, a child entering kindergarten shall be no less than five (5) years of age on or 
before August 31. I' or all years thcrcaf\cr, a child entering kindergarten shall be no less than five (5) years of age on 
or before August 15. However, a child docs not have to enroll in school at five (5) years of age, but enrollment must 
occur no later than the beginning of the academic year following the child's sixth birthday. 

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 49-1-302, 49-l-302(a)(2) and (13), 49-2-110, 49-2-114, 49-6-101, 49-6-201, 49-6-300 I(c) and 
(c)(I), 49-6-3003, 49-6-3005(a) and (a)(4), 49-6-3104, 49-6-3105, 49-6-620 I, and Sections 30, 78 through 80, and 
88 of Chapter 535 of the Public Acts of 1992. 
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* If a roll-call vote was necessary, the vote by the Agency on these rules was as follows: 

Board Member Aye No Abstain Absent Signature 
(if required)_ 

Ayers X 
Edwards X 
Justice X 
Pearre X 
Rohet1s X 
Rogers X 
Rolston X 
-~loyan X 
Wright X 
Student Member X 

I certifY that this is an accurate and complete copy of proposed rules, lawfully promulgated and adopted 
by the TN State Board of Education on 7/27112 , and is in compliance with, the provisions 
of T.C.A. § 4-5-222. The Secretary of State is hereby insttucted that, in the absenc.e of a petition for 
proposed rules being filed under the conditions set out herein and in the locations described, he is to 
treat the proposed rules as being placed on file in his office as rules at the expiration of sixty (60) days 
of the tirst day of the month subsequent to the 111ing of the proposed rule with the Secretary of State. 

All proposed rules provided for herein have been examined by the Attorney General and Reporter of the 
State of Tennessee and are approved as to legality pursuant to the provisions of the Administrative 
Procedures Act, Tennessee Code Annotated. Title 4, Chapter 5. 

f?2f~J- . Robe . Cooper, Jr. 
Attorney General and Reporter 
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Effective on: ____,7~/ ;)J"'--'--Cj -'--'=/ i,___,-~-L--

1 Tre Hargett 
Sec, etary of State 
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Regulatory Flexibility Addendum 
Pursuant to T.C.A. §§ 4-5-40 I through 4-5-404. prior to initiating the rule making process as described in T.C.A. § 4-5-
202(a)(3) and T.C.A. § 4-5-202(a), all agencies shall conduct a review of whether a proposed rule or mle affects small 
businesses. 

Not Applicable. 
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Impact on Local Governments 

Pursuant to T.C.A. §§ 4-5-220 and 4-5-228 "any rule proposed to be promulgated shall state in a simple declarative sentence, 
without additional comments on the merits of the policy of the rules or regulation, whether the mle or regulation may have a 
projected impact on local governments." (See Public Chapter Number 1070 (http://state.tn.us/sos/actsll 06/pub/pc I 070.pd0 
of the 20 I 0 Session ofthe General Assembly) 

This will have no impact on local governments. 

SS-7038 (September 2011) 6 RDA 1693 



Additional Information Required by Joint Government Operations Committee 

All agencies, upon filing a rule, must also submit the following pursuant to T.C.A. § 4-5-226(i)(l). 

(A) ·A brief summary of the rule and a description of all relevant changes in previous regulations effectuated by such rule; 

Pursuant to Public Chapter 991 of20 12, the date for detennining when a child residing in Tennessee is eligible to enroll in 
kindergarten has changed. This chan e is re uired to ensure that the rule is com liant with the chan e in le islation. 

(B) A citation to and brief description of any federal law or regulation or any state law or regulation mandating 
promulgation of such rule or establishing guidelines relevant thereto; 

I Public Chapter 991 of2012 

(C) Identification of persons, organizations, corporations or governmental entities most directly affected by this rule, and 
whether those persons, organizations, corporations or governmental entities urge adoption or rejection of this rule; 

State Department of Education, Local Education Agencies (LEAs) overseen by the Department of Education, Parents and 
children entering into kindergm1en 

(D) Identification of any opinions of the attorney general and reporter or any judicial ruling that directly relates to the rule; 

None. 

(E) An estimate of the probable increase or decrease in state and local government revenues and expenditures, if any, 
resulting from the promulgation of this rule, and assumptions and reasoning upon which the estimate is based. An 
agency shall not state that the fiscal impact is minimal if the fiscal impact is more than two percent (2%) of the 
agency's annual budget or five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000), whichever is less; 

None. 

(F) Identification of the appropriate agency representative or representatives, possessing substantial knowledge and 
understanding of the rule; 

None. 

(G) Identification of the appropriate agency representative or representatives who will explain the rule at a scheduled 
meeting ofthe committees; 

Ms. Dannelle F. Walker 
TN State Board ofEducation 

(H) Office address, telephone number, and email address ofthe agency representative or representatives who will explain 
the rule at a scheduled meeting of the committees; and 

Ms. Dannelle F. Walker 
State Department of Education 
9th Floor, 710 James Robertson Pkwy 
Nashville, Tennessee 37243 
6 I 5-253-5707 
Dannelle. Walker@tn.gov 

additional information relevant to the rule proposed for continuation that the committee re uests. 
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Rules 
Of 

The State Board of Education 

Chapter 0520-01-03 
Minimum Requirements for the Approval of Public Schools 

(I 0) Admission and Enrollment of Students. 

(<!1---0uring the 20 13- 20 14 school year, a child entering kindergarten shall be no less than live years of age on 
or before August 31. For all vears thereafter. a child entering kindergarten shall be no less than five years of 
age on or before August 15. However. a child does not have to cnrol1 in school at five years of age. but 
enrollment must occur no later than the beginning of the academic year following the child~s sixth 

. birthday. A ehild entering kindergarten shall ~e-H<>-less-tflan-five-yea~n-er-l>ste.....Sej>temb<>HO. 
Hewever, a ehil<i-<lees net have ta enroll in school at five yeafiH>Hige,-bul-e~~rellmeJJt-musklSSIIF-H&-iatef 
lltaH-the-ehll<l's sixth birth<lay. 

EbJ(a) Any transfer student applying for admission who was legally enrolled in an approved kindergarten 
in another state and who will be five years of age no later than December 31 of the cun-ent school year, 
shall be enrolled. 

fej(b) A child must attend school until his/her 18th birthday unless: 

I. He or she has received a diploma or other certificate of completion ofhigh school; 

2. He or she is enrolled in a course of instiUction leading to a GED; or 

3. He or she is enrolled in a home school and has reached their 17th birthday. 


