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(Place substance of rules and other info here. Statutory authority must be given for each rule change. For 
information on formatting rules go to http://state . tn. us/sos/rules/1360/1360.htm) 

Chapter 0450-01 
General Rules Governing Professional Counselors 

Amendments 

Rule 0450-01-.04 Qualifications for Licensure is amended by deleting paragraph (3) and all its subparagraphs in 
their entirety and substituting instead the following language, so that as amended, the new paragraph (3) shall 
read : 

(3) Licensed Professional Counselor (LPC) by Reciprocity. Individuals seeking licensure by 
reciprocity must meet the following qualifications: 

(a) Hold a current, undisciplined, professional counselor or equivalent license from another 
state of the United States which has entered into a mutual reciprocity agreement with the 
Tennessee Board for Professional Counselors, Marital and Family Therapists, and 
Clinical Pastoral Therapists . 

(b) Provide evidence that he or she is highly regarded in moral character and professional 
ethics. 

(c) Pass the Tennessee Jurisprudence Examination pursuant to rule 0450-01-.08. 

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 63-22-102,63-22-116. 

Rule 0450-01-.04 Qualifications for Licensure is amended by deleting paragraph (4) and all its subparagraphs in 
their entirety and substituting instead the following language, so that as amended, the new paragraph (4) shall 
read: 

(4) Licensed Professional Counselor with Mental Health Services Provider designation (LPC/MHSP). 
To be eligible to submit an application, a candidate must show completion of the following 
qualifications: 

(a) Be at least 18 years of age. 

(b) Provide evidence that he or she is highly regarded in moral character and professional 
ethics. 

(c) Education. The educational requirements must be completed prior to the date of 
application . 
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1. Sixty (60) graduate semester hours, based upon a program of studies with a 
major in counseling, completed from an institution accredited by the Southern 
Association of Colleges and Schools, the Council for the Accreditation of 
Counseling and Related Educational Programs, or a comparable accrediting 
body; 

2. The graduate coursework should include, but is not limited to, the following core 
areas (one course may satisfy study in more than one of the study areas): 

(i) Theories of human behavior, learning and personality; 

(ii) Abnormal behavior; 

(iii) Theories of counseling and psychotherapy; 
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(iv) Evaluation and appraisal procedures; 

(v) Group dynamics, theories and techniques; 

(vi) Counseling techniques; 

(vii) Multicultural counseling ; 

(viii) Ethics; 

(ix) Research; 

(x) Clinical practicum or internship (pursuant to T.C.A. § 63-22-1 04); 

(xi) Use of the DSM; 

(xii) Treatment and treatment planning 

3. Pursuant to T.C.A. § 63-22-120, a minimum of nine (9) graduate semester hours 
of coursework must be "specifically related to diagnosis, treatment, appraisal and 
assessment of mental disorders." This will be interpreted to mean passing nine 
(9) semester hours, either during the course of a graduate degree or as post
graduate work, in courses in which diagnosis, treatment and treatment planning, 
appraisal and assessment of mental disorders, psychopathology, and the use of 
the DSM were the entire focus of the course or comprised a substantial portion of 
the course work. 

(d) Meet the following requirements for post-masters professional experience: 

1. Complete three thousand (3000) hours of supervised post-masters professional 
experience, including one hundred and fifty (150) contact hours of supervision 
obtained pursuant to Rule 0450-01-.1 0(6). 

(i) One thousand and five hundred (1500) of the three thousand (3000) 
hours of supervised post-masters professional experience shall be face- · 
to-face client contact hours. 

(ii) One thousand and five hundred (1500) of the three thousand. (3000) 
hours of supervised post-masters professional experience shall be 
clinically-related activities; 

(e) Pass the National Counselors Examination, the National Clinical Mental Health 
Counseling Examination, and the Tennessee Jurisprudence Exam pursuant to Rule 
0450-01-.08. 

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 63-22-102, 63-22-104, 63-22-107, 63-22-150. 

Rule 0450-01-.04 Qualifications for Licensure is amended by deleting paragraph (5) and all its subparagraphs in 
their entirety and substituting instead the following language, so that as amended, the new paragraph (5) shall 
read : 

(5) Licensed Professional Counselor with Mental Health Service Provider designation (LPC/MHSP), 
by reciprocity. Individuals seeking licensure by reciprocity as LPC/MHSPs must meet the 
following qualifications. 

(a) Hold a current, undisciplined, professional counselor license with a Mental Health Service 
Provider designation, or its equivalent, from another state of the United States which has 
entered into a mutual reciprocity agreement with the Tennessee Board for Professional 
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Counselors , Marital and Family Therapists, and Clinical Pastoral Therapists. 

(b) Provide evidence that he or she is highly regarded in moral character and professional 
ethics. 

(c) Pass the Tennessee Jurisprudence Examination pursuant to rule 0450-01 -.08. 

Authority: T. C.A. §§ 63-22-102, 63-22-116. 

Rule 0450-01-.04 Qualifications for Licensure is amended by adding the following language as new paragraph (6) 
which shall read : 

(6) Temporarily Licensed Professional Counselor with Mental Health Service Provider designation. 

(a) A temporary license may be issued by the Board for an applicant for licensed 
professional counselor designated as a mental health service provider who has: 

1. Completed the academic course work and training (except for the required 
supervised professional experience) required for the license; and 

2. Successfully passed the National Counselor Examination . 

(b) A temporary license obtained pursuant to this section authorizes an applicant to perform 
the functions specified in T.C.A. § 63-22-150(5) , while working under the supervision of 
an approved supervisor. 

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 63-22-102, 63-22-121 . 

Rule 0450-01 -.05 Procedures for Licensure is amended by deleting subparagraphs (1)(k), (1)(1) , and (1)(m) in 
their entirety and substituting instead the following language, so that as amended , the new subparagraphs (1 )(k), 
(1 )(1), and (1 )(m) shall read : 

(k) An applicant shall submit evidence of completing a minimum of two (2) years supervised 
post-master's experience under the direction of an approved supervisor, pursuant to rule 
0450-01-.04(1 )(d) . 

(I) An applicant shall direct NBCC to submit directly to the Board's office evidence that he or 
she passed the National Counselor Examination pursuant to rule 0450-01-.08. 

(m) An applicant shall disclose the circumstances surrounding any of the following: 

1. Conviction of any criminal law Violation of any country, state, or municipality, 
except minor traffic violations. 

2. The denial of certification or licensure application by any other state or the 
discipline of certification or licensure in any state. 

3. Loss or restriction of certification or licensure. 

4. Any civil suit judgment or civil suit settlement in which the applicant was a party 
defendant including, without limitation, actions involving malpractice, breach of 
contract, antitrust activity, or any other civil action remedy recognized under any 
country's or state's statutory, common, or case law. 
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5. If the appl icant discloses any of the above, the Board may require the appl icant 
to appear before the Board to answer questions regarding the circumstances and 
regarding the applicant's fitness to practice in the State of Tennessee. The 
burden is on the applicant to prove by a preponderance of the evidence the 
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circumstances of any of the above. 

6. Any of the above may be grounds for denial or conditioning of the license if the 
Board determines it to be unprofessional conduct or conduct that violates T.C.A. 
§§ 63-22-101, et seq. or Board rules and regulations. 

Authority: T. C.A. §§ 63-22-102, 63-22-104. 

Rule 0450-01-.05 Procedures for Licensure is amended by add ing the following language as new parts (2)(f)5. 
and (2)(f)6., which shall read : :·· 

5. If the applicant discloses any of the above, the Board may require the applicant 
to appear before the Board to answer questions regarding the circumstances and 
regarding the applicant's fitness to practice in the State of Tennessee. The 
burden is on the applicant to prove by a preponderance of the evidence the 
circumstances of any of the above. 

6. Any of the above may be grounds for denial or conditioning of the license if the 
Board determines it to be unprofessional conduct or conduct that v'iolates T.C.A. 
§§ 63-22-101 , et seq. or Board rules and regulations. 

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 63-22-102, 63-22-104. 

Rule 0450-01 -. 05 Procedures for Licensure is amended by deleting paragraph (3) in its entirety and substituting 
instead the following language, so that as amended, the new paragraph (3) shall read : 

(3) Licensed Professional Counselor (LPC) by Reciprocity 

(a) The Board may issue a license to any individual who holds a current professional 
counselor license from another state of the United States which has entered into a mutual 
reciprocity agreement with the Tennessee Board for Professional Counselors, Marital and 
Family Therapists, and Clinical Pastoral Therapists, and who meets the qualifications 
stated in rule 0450-01-.04(3). 

(b) An application shall be requested from the Board's administrative office or shall be 
downloaded from the Internet. An applicant shall pay, at the time of application , the 
nonrefundable application fee as provided in rule 0450-01-.06. 

(c) Applications for licensure will be accepted throughout the year and files which are 
completed on or before the 30th day prior to the meeting will ordinarily be processed at 
the next Board meeting scheduled for the purpose of reviewing files. Supporting 
documents requested in these instructions must be received in the Board office within 
sixty (60) days of receipt of the application or the file will be closed. 

(d) An applicant shall respond truthfully and completely to every question or request for 
information contained in the form and submit it along with all documentation and fees 
required by the form and this rule to the Board administrative office. It is the intent of this 
rule that all steps necessary to accomplish the filing of the requ ired documentation be 
completed prior to filing an application and that all documentation be filed simultaneously. 

(e) An applicant shall submit a clear and recognizable , recently taken, bust photograph 
which shows the full head face forward from at least the top of the shoulders up. 

(f) An applicant shall submit a certified photocopy of his or her birth certificate. 

(g) An applicant shall submit evidence of good moral character. Such evidence shall include 
two recent, within the preceding twelve (12) months, original letters from professionals 
attesting to the applicant's personal character and professional ethics and typed on the 
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sig nator's letterhead. 

(h) An applicant shall submit a copy of his orig inal certificate or license from the other state 
along with an official statement or affidavit from the appropriate certification or licensing 
agency in the other state wh ich ind icates that the certificate or license is in effect and in 
good standing, as well as under what provision such certificate or license was issued (i.e. 
grandfathering, examination, reciprocity, endorsement, etc.). 

(i) An applicant must submit a copy of his renewal certificate with the number from the other 
state and expiration date. 

U) The applicant shall provide the Board with a copy of his state 's certification or licensing 
law and rules in effect at the time the applicant was credentialed. 

(k) An applicant shall disclose the circumstances surrounding any of the following : 

1. Conviction of any criminal law violation of any country, state, or municipality, 
except minor traffic violations. 

2. The denial of certification or licensure application by any other state or the 
discipline of certification or licensure in any state. 

3. Loss or restriction of certification or licensure. 

4. Any civil suit judgment or civil suit settlement in which the applicant was a party 
defendant including, without limitation, actions involving malpractice, breach of 
contract, antitrust activity or any other civil action remedy recognized under any 
country's or state's statutory, common , or case law. 

5. If the applicant discloses any of the above, the Board has the right to require the 
applicant to appear before the Board to answer questions regarding the 
circumstances and regarding the applicant's fitness to practice in the State of 
Tennessee. The burden is on the applicant to prove by a preponderance of the 
evidence the circumstances of any of the above. 

6. Regardless of the terms of a reciprocal agreement with another state, any of the 
above may be grounds for denial or conditioning of the license if the Board 
determines it to be unprofessional conduct or conduct that violates T.C.A. §§ 63-
22-101 , et seq. or Board rules and regulations. 

(I) An applicant shall cause to be submitted to the Board's administrative office directly from 
the vendor identified in the Board 's licensure application materials, the result of a criminal 
background check. 

(m) Where necessary, all documents required to be submitted shall be translated into English 
and such translation certified along with the original document as to authenticity by the 
issuing source. 

(n) Application review and licensure decisions shall be governed by rule 0450-01-.07. 

(o) Personal resumes are not acceptable and will not be reviewed . 

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 63-22-102, 63-22-104,63-22-116. 

Rule 0450-01-.05 Procedures for Licensure is amended by deleting paragraph (4) in its entirety and substituting 
instead the following language, so that as amended , the new paragraph (4) shall read: 

(4) Licensed Professional Counselor with Mental Health Service Provider designation (LPC/MHSP). 
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(a) An application shall be requested from the Board's administrative office or shall be 
downloaded from the Internet. 

(b) An applicant shall respond truthfully and completely to every question or request for 
information contained in the form , and submit it along with all documentation and fees 
required by the form and this rule to the Board's administrative office. It is the intent of 
this rule that all steps necessary to accomplish the filing of the required documentation be 
completed prior to filing an application and that all documentation be filed simultaneously 

(c) Applications for licensure will be accepted throughout the year and files which are 
completed on or before the 30th day prior to the meeting will ordinarily be processed at 
the next ~oard meeting scheduled for the purpose of reviewing files. Supporting 
documents requested in these instructions must be received in the Board's office within 
sixty (60) days of receipt of the application or the file will be closed. 

(d) An applicant shall pay, at the time of application, the nonrefundable application fee as 
provided in rule 0450-01 -.06. 

(e) An applicant shall submit verification of having completed a supervised practicum or 
internship pursuant to T.C.A. § 63-22-104. 

(f) An applicant shall submit with his application, a certified copy of his birth certificate: 

(g) An applicant shall submit a clear and recognizable recently taken, bust photograph which 
shows the full head face forward from at least the top of the shoulders up. 

(h) It is the applicant's responsibility to request a graduate transcript from his degree granting 
institution, pursuant to T.C.A. § 63-22-104, be submitted directly from the school to the 
Board's administrative office. The institution granting the degree must be accredited, 
pursuant to rule 0450-01-.04(4) , at the time the degree was granted. The transcript must 
show that the degree has been conferred and carry the official seal of the institution and 
reference the name under which the applicant has applied for licensure. The transcript 
must show, pursuant to rule 0450-01-.04(4)(c)(3), at least sixty (60) graduate semester 
hours, including nine (9) from courses entirely or substantially pertaining to diagnosis, 
treatment, appraisal and assessment of mental disorders. The educational requirements 
contained in this rule must be completed prior to the date of application for licensure. 

(i) An applicant shall complete and submit the worksheet form for reporting course work. 

U) An applicant shall submit evidence of good moral character. Such evidence shall include 
at least two (2) recent, within the preceding twelve (12) months, original letters from 
professionals attesting to the applicant's personal character and professional ethics and 
typed on the signator's letterhead. 

(k) An applicant shall submit evidence of completing a minimum of two (2) years supervised 
post-master's experience under the direction of an approved supervisor, pursuant to rule 
0450-01-.04(4)(d). 

(I) An applicant shall direct NBCC to submit directly to the Board's office evidence that he 
passed the National Counselor Examination and the National Clinical Mental Health 
Counseling Examination pursuant to rule 0450-01-.08. 

(m) An applicant shall disclose the circumstances surrounding any of the following: 

1. Conviction of any criminal law violation of any country, state, or municipality, 
except minor traffic violations. 

2. The denial of certification or licensure application by any other state or the 
discipline of certification or licensure in any state. 
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3. Loss or restriction of certification or licensure. 

4. Any civil suit judgment or civil suit settlement in which the applicant was a party 
defendant including, without limitation, actions involving malpractice, breach of 
contract, antitrust activity, or any other civil action remedy recognized under any 
country's or state's statutory, common, or case law. 

5. If the applicant discloses any of the above, the Board has the right to require the 
applicant to appear before the Board to answer questions regarding th e 
circumstances and regarding the applicant's fitness to practice in the State of 
Tennessee. The burden is on the applicant to prove by a preponderance of tile 
evidence the circumstances of any of the above. 

6. Any of the above may be grounds for denial or conditioning of the license if the 
Board determines it to be unprofessional conduct or conduct that violates T.C.A. 
§§ 63-22-101 , et seq. or Board rules and regulations. 

(n) An applicant shall cause to be submitted to the Board's administrative office directly from 
the vendor identified in the Board's licensure application materials, the result of a criminal 
background check. 

(o) When necessary, all documents required to be submitted shall be translated into English 
and such translation certified along with the original document as to authenticity by the 
issuing source. 

(p) Personal resumes are not acceptable and will not be reviewed. 

(q) Application review and licensure decisions shall be governed by rule 0450-01-.07. 

(r) The burden is on the applicant to prove by a preponderance of the evidence that his 
course work, supervision, and experience are equivalent to the Board's requirements. 

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 63-22-102, 63-22-104, 63-22-120. 

Rule 0450-01-.05 Procedures for Licensure is amended by deleting paragraph (5) in its entirety and substituting 
instead the following language, so that as amended, the new paragraph (5) shall react 

(5) Licensed Professional Counselor with Mental Health Service Provider designation (LPC/MHSP) 
by reciprocity. 

(a) The Board may issue a license to any individual who holds a current, undisciplined 
professional counselor license with a Mental Health Provider designation , or its 
equivalent, from another state of the United States which has entered into a mutual 
reciprocity agreement with the Tennessee Board for Professional Counselors, Marital and 
Family Therapists, and Clinical Pastoral Therapists, and who meets the qualifications 
stated in rule 0450-01-.04(5). 

(b) An application shall be requested from the Board's administrative office or shall be 
downloaded from the Internet. An applicant shall pay, at the time of application, the 
nonrefundable application fee as provided in rule 0450-01-.06. 

(c) Applications for licensure will be accepted throughout the year and files which are 
completed on or before the 30th day prior to the meeting will ordinarily be processed at 
the next Board meeting scheduled for the purpose of reviewing files. Supporting 
documents requested in these instructions must be received in the Board office within 60 
days of receipt of the application or the file will be closed. 

(d) An applicant shall respond truthfully and completely to every question or request for 
information contained in the form and submit it along with all documentation and fees 
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required by the form and this rule to the Board administrative office. It is the intent of this 
rule that all steps necessary to accomplish the filing of the required documentation be 
completed prior to filing an application and that all documentation be filed simultaneously. 

(e) An applicant shall submit a clear and recognizable recently taken, bust photograph which 
shows the full head face forward from at least the top of the shoulders up. 

(f) An applicant shall submit a certified photocopy. of his birth certificate. 

(g) · An applicant shall submit evidence of good moral character. Such evidence shall include 
· two recent, within the preceding 12 months, original letters from professionals attesting to 

the applicant's personal character and professional ethics and typed on the signator's 
letterhead. 

(h) An applicant shall submit a copy of his original certificate or license from the other state 
along with an official statement or affidavit from the appropriate certification or licensing 
agency in the other state which indicates that the certificate or license is in effect and in 
good standing, as well as under what provision such certificate or license was issued (i.e. 
grandfathering, examination, reciprocity, endorsement, etc.). 

(i) An applicant must submit a copy of his renewal certificate with the number from the other 
state and expiration date. 

U) The applicant shall provide the Board with a copy of his state's certification or licensing 
law and rules in effect at the time the applicant was credentialed. 

(k) An applicant shall disclose the circumstances surrounding any of the following: 

1. Conviction of any criminal law violation of any country, state, or municipality, 
except minor traffic violations. 

2. The denial of certification or licensure application by any other state or the 
discipline of certification or licensure in any state. 

3. Loss or restriction of certification or licensure. 

4. Any civil suit judgment or civil suit settlement in which the applicant was a party 
defendant including, without limitation, actions involving malpractice, breach of 
contract, antitrust activity or any other civil action remedy recognized under any 
country's or state's statutory, common, or case law. 

5. If the applicant discloses any of the above, the Board has the right to require the 
applicant to appear before the Board to answer questions regarding the 
circumstances and regarding the applicant's fitness to practice in the State of 
Tennessee. The burden is on the applicant to prove by a preponderance of the 
evidence the circumstances of any of the above. 

6. Regardless of the terms of a reciprocal agreement with another state, any of the 
above may be grounds for denial or conditioning of the license if the Board 
determines it to be unprofessional conduct or conduct that violates T.C.A. §§ 63-
22-101 , et seq. or Board rules and regulations. 

(I) An applicant shall cause to be submitted to the Board's administrative office directly from 
the vendor identified in the Board's licensure application materials, the result of a criminal 
background check. 

(m) Where necessary, all documents required to be submitted shall be translated into English 
and such translation certified along with the original document as to authenticity by the 
issuing source. 
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(n) Application review and licensure decisions shall be governed by rule 0450-01-.07. 

(o) Personal resumes are not acceptable and will not be reviewed. 

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 63-22-102, 63-22-104, 63-22-116, 63-22-120. 

Rule 0450-01-.05 Procedures for Licensure is amended by adding the following language as new paragraph (6) 
which shall read: 

(6) Temporary licensure for licensed Professional CoUI~selor with Mental Health Service Provider 
designation (LPC/MHSP). 

(a) An applicant for licensure as an LPC/MHSP may file an application for temporary 
licensure by submitting the non-refundable application fee required by Rule 0450-01-.06, 
and an application for licensure with all required documentation, pursuant to procedures 
outlined in paragraph (4) of this rule, except as follows: 

1. The applicant need not show proof of the post-master's supervisory hours 
required by 0450-01-.05(4)(k). 

2. The applicant need not show proof of having passed the National Clinical Mental 
Health Counseling Examination or the Tennessee Jurisprudence Examination. 

3. The applicant must submit information about the proposed supervisor or 
supervisors, including proof that the supervisor meets the qualifications of 0450-
01-.1 0(1) and a copy of the proposed supervisory agreement or employment 
contract. 

(b) No person may be issued more than one (1) temporary license, nor shall a temporary 
license be valid for more than three (3) years. 

(c) If an applicant is granted a temporary license, the license shall remain valid until the 
Board grants or denies the regular license application or until it shall become invalid for 
any of the following reasons: 

1. Expiration of the three (3) year period. 

2. Failure to continue in supervision during the three year period the license may be 
valid. 

3. Change of supervisors without notifying the Board, submitting the credentials of 
the proposed supervisor, and obtaining the Board's approval. 

(d) When a temporary license holder is notified by the Board that his temporary license is 
invalid for any reason, the applicant shall return the temporary license to the Board office 
within ten (1 0) days. The applicant is expected to cause his supervisor to notify the Board 
of any reason he is aware of that the license should become invalid. The Board will notify 
the supervisor when the temporary license becomes invalid. 

(e) To replace the temporary license with a regular license for LPC/MSHP, the applicant 
shall : 

1. Notify the Board in writing of intention to seek licensure, using the form provided 
by the Board. 

2. Present proof of the following : 

i. Completion of the required Post Master's supervised experience in a 
clinical setting which meets the requirement of 0450-01-.1 0; and 
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ii . Passage of the National Clinical Mental Health Counseling Examination 
and the Tennessee Jurisprudence Examination. 

3. Upon receipt of the materials specified in Parts 1 and 2 the Board shall consider 
the previously submitted licensure application appropriately supplemented and 
grant or deny the regular license application, based on satisfactory completion of 
all requirements for licensure. 

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 63-22-102, 63-22-104, 63-22-121 . 

Rule 0450-01-.12 Continuing Education is amended by deleting subparagraphs (1)(a), (1)(b), and (1)(c) in their 
entirety and substituting instead the following language, so that as amended, the new subparagraphs (1 ).(a), 
(1)(b) , and (1)(c) shall read : 

(a) Each person registered with the Board is required to complete twenty (20) clock hours of 
continuing education every two (2) calendar years. 

(b) Those persons who hold two (2) certificates and/or licenses regulated by the Tennessee 
Board for Professional Counselors , Marital and Family Therapists and Clinical Pastoral 
Therapists shall complete thirty (30) clock hours of continuing education every two (2) 
calendar years. A person who holds three certificates and/or licenses shall complete forty 
(40) clock hours of continuing education every two (2) calendar years. In each case, at 
least ten (1 0) clock hours shall .be directly related to the practice of each profession for 
which the person is licensed or certified . 

(c) Ethics and Jurisprudence Course Requirement: 

1. Three (3) clock hours of the twenty (20) clock hour biennial requirement shall , 
pertain to the following subjects: 

(i) Professional ethics; and/or 

(ii) Tennessee Code Annotated , Title 63, Chapter 22; and/or 

(iii) Official Compilation, Rules and Regulations of the State of Tennessee, 
Chapter 0450-01 . 

2. Those persons who hold two (2) certificates and/or licenses regulated by the 
Tennessee Board for Professional Counselors, Marital and Family Therapists 
and Clinical Pastoral Therapists shall have three (3) clock hours of the thirty (30) 
clock hour biennial requirement pertain to ethics and jurisprudence. 

3. Those persons who hold three (3) certificates and/or licenses shall have three (3) 
clock hours of the forty (40) clock hour biennial requirement pertain to ethics and 
jurisprudence. 

Authority: T.C.A. § 63-22-102. 

Rule 0450-01-.12 Continu ing Education is amended by deleting subparagraph (1 )(d) in its entirety and 
substituting instead the following language, and adding a new subparagraph (1)(e) , so that as amended, the new 
subparagraphs (1)(d) and (1)(e) shall read: 

(d) Those persons supervising applicants for licensure under the provisions of 0450-01-.10 
shall have three (3) clock hours of the twenty (20) clock hour biennial requirement pertain 
to counseling supervision or related supervision topics. 

(e) A person is not required to complete continuing education for a profession in the calendar 
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year that his or her license was initially approved. 

Authority: T.C.A. § 63-22-102. 

Rule 0450-01-.12 Continuing Education is amended by deleting subparagraph (3)(b) in its entirety and 
substituting instead the following language, so that as amended, the new subparagraph (3)(b)shall read : 

(b) A maximum of ten (1 0) clock hours may be received for multi-media courses during the 
two (2) calendar year period. Those persons who hold two (2) certificates andior licenses 
regulated by the Tennessee Board for Professional Counselors, Martial and Family 
Therapists and Clinical Pastoral Therapists may receive a maximum of fifteen (15) clock 
hours for multi-media courses during the two (2) calendar year period. Those persons 
who hold three (3) certificates and/or licenses may receive a maximum of twenty (20) 
clock hours for multi-media courses during the two (2) calendar year period . 

Authority: T.C.A. § 63-22-102. 
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* If a roll-call vote was necessary, the vote by the Agency on these rulemaking hearing rules was as follows: 

Board Member Aye No Abstain Absent Signature · 
(if re_quired) 

Steven Caldwell X 
James Philpott X 
Susan Hammonds- X 
White 
Bradley Bull X 
Janet Scott X 

I certify that this is an accurate and complete copy of rulemaking hearing rules, lawfully promulgated and adopted 
by the Board of Licensed Professional Counselors. Licensed Marital and Family Therapists. and Clinical Pastoral 
Therapists on 06/21/2013, and is in compliance with the provisions of T.C.A. § 4-5-222. 
I further certify the following : 

Notice of Rulemaking Hearing filed with the Department of State on: 04/16/2013 

Rulemaking Hearing(s) Conducted on: (add more dates). 06/21/2013 

Title of Officer: Assistant General Counsel , Department of Health 

,, .,, 
All rulemaki n'g' t-.eWj~g~les provided for herein have been examined by the Attorney General and Reporter of the 
State of Tennessee and are approved as to legality pursuant to the provisions of the Administrative Procedures 
Act, Tennessee Code Annotated , Title 4, Chapter 5. 

Department of State Use Only 
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~~ooper, Jr 
Attornc{ General and Reporter 
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Date 

Filed with the Department of State on: lt=t/10 
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Effective on : -'~CL./-'-1-t..:[IL....t-/:........_-J--I-~t---------A-------
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Tre Hargett 
Secretary of State 
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Public Hearing Comments 

One copy of a document containing responses to comments made at the public hearing must accompany the 
filing pursuant to T.C.A. § 4-5-222. Agencies shall include only their responses to public hearing comments, 
which can be summarized . No letters of inquiry from parties questioning the rule will be accepted. When no 
comments are received at the public hearing, the agency need only draft a memorandum stating such and include 
it with the Rulemaking Hearing Rule filing . Minutes of the meeting will not be accepted. Transcripts are not 
acceptable. 

Francis Martin, representing the Tennessee Mental Health Counselors Association commented: 
Generally the Association thinks the rules make many things cleaner and clearer, which they have been 
wanting. They endorse the changes. '.1 . · 

· rl !· · 
The Board responded : Thank you. 

Kim Speakman, representing the Tennessee Licensed Professional Counselors Association commented: 
Thank you for your work on the rule changes. They fully support all the changes because they believe it 
will make things much clearer and much better for all LPCs. 

The Board responded: Thank you. 

Board Member Bradley Bull commented: Could the term "foreign state" in the sections regarding reciprocity with 
other states be interpreted as foreign country too? Do we have any reciprocity with other nations? This should be 
clarified. 

The Board responded: The rule will be changed to "state of the United States" to make it clear that we only have 
such agreements with other states. 

Teddy Wilkins, Director for the Board commented: Under the requirements for education of LPC/MHSP, the 
requirement in (x) and (xiii) are the same so (xiii) should be deleted. It is a typo. 

The Board responded : Good catch . That will be deleted. 
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Regulatory Flexibility Addendum 
Pursuant to T.C.A. §§ 4-5-401 through 4-5-404, prior to initiating the rule making process as described in T.C.A. 
§ 4-5-202(a)(3) and T.C.A. § 4-5-202(a), all agencies shall conduct a review of whether a proposed rule or rule 
affects small businesses. 

Pursuant to the Regulatory Flexibility Act of 2007, T.C.A. §§ 4-5-401 , et seq., the Department of Health submits 
the following regulatory flexibility analysis: 

(1) The extent to which the rule or rule may overlap, duplicate, or conflict with other federal, state, 
and local governmental rules. · 

The proposed rules do not overlap, duplicate, or conflict with other federal, state, or local government 
rules. 

(2) Clarity, conciseness, and lack of ambiguity in the rule or rules. 

The proposed rules exhibit clarity, conciseness, and lack of ambiguity. 

(3) The establishment of flexible compliance and/or reporting requirements for small businesses. 

The proposed rule amendments affect applicants seeking to become licensed professional counselors in 
Tennessee through initial licensure or through reciprocity. The proposed rules are not written with special 
consideration for the flexible compliance and/or reporting requirements because the licensing boards 
have, as their primary mission, the protection of the health, safety and welfare of Tennesseans. However, 
the proposed rules are written with a goal of avoiding unduly onerous regulations. 

(4) The establishment of friendly schedules or deadlines for compliance and/or reporting 
requirements for small businesses. 

The compliance requirements throughout the proposed rules are as "user-friendly" as possible while still 
allowing the Board to achieve its mandated mission in regulating the licensing professional counselors 
and ensuring only qualified practitioners are licensed. 

(5) The consolidation or simplification of compliance or reporting requirements for small businesses. 

Compliance requirements are not consolidated or simplified for small businesses in the proposed rules for 
the protection of the health, safety and welfare of Tennesseans. 

(6) The establishment of performance standards for small businesses as opposed to design or 
operational standards required in the proposed rule. 

The standards required in the amendments do not necessitate the establishment of performance, design, 
or operational standards. 

(7) The unnecessary creation of entry barriers or other effects that stifle entrepreneurial activity, curb 
innovation, or increase costs. 

There are no unnecessary entry barriers or other effects in the proposed rules that would stifle 
entrepreneurial activity or curb innovation . Any barriers to entering the profession of licensed counseling 
are enacted for the health, safety and welfare of Tennesseans and are necessary. 

SS-7039 (October 2011) 15 RDA 1693 



STATEMENT OF ECONOMIC IMPACT TO SMALL BUSINESSES 

1. Name of Board, Committee or Council: 

Board of Licensed Professional Counselors, Licensed Marital and Family Therapists and Licensed 
Pastoral Therapists 

2. Rulemaking hearing date: No rulemaking hearing d~te has been set yet. 

3. Type or types of small businesses that will be directly affected by the proposed rules: 

This rule may make it easier for applicants to obtain licenses or temporary licenses which allow them to 
open their own practice or affiliate with an existing practice to provide counseling services. Other than a 
possible increase in people engaged in counseling through these practices, it would have little to no effect 
on small businesses. 

4. Types of small businesses that will bear the cost of the proposed rules: 

None. 

5. Types of small businesses that will directly benefit from the proposed rules: 

Existing counseling practices may be able to expand by hiring temporarily licensed applicants as contract 
or affiliated practitioners. 

6. Description of how small business will be adversely impacted by the proposed rules: 

There will be no adverse impacts to existing small businesses. 

7. Alternatives to the proposed rule that will accomplish the same objectives but are less 
burdensome, and why they are not being proposed: 

These rules are not burdensome, intrusive, or costly. In fact, they make it easier for people to understand 
the requirements to practice counseling in the State of Tennessee and easier to fulfill those requirements, 
thus making it easier to get a license. 

8. Comparison of the proposed rule with any federal or state counterparts: 

(a) Federal: The Commissioner is not aware of any federal counterparts. Counselors are not 
licensed by the federal government. 

(b) State: The Commissioner's proposed rule amendments are consistent with the qualifications for 
licensure in the T.C.A. §63-22-101 et seq. 
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Impact on Local Governments 

Pursuant to T.C.A. §§ 4-5-220 and 4-5-228 "any rule proposed to be promulgated shall state in a simple 
declarative sentence, without additional comments on the merits of the policy of the rules or regulation, whether 
the rule or regulation may have a projected impact on local governments." (See Public Chapter Number 1070 
(http://state.tn .us/sos/acts/1 06/pub/pc1 070.pdf) of the 2010 Session of the General Assembly) 

These rule amendments are not projected to impact local governments in any way. 
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Additional Information Required by Joint Government Operations Committee 

All agencies, upon filing a rule, must also submit the following pursuant to T.C.A. § 4-5-226(i)(1 ). 

(A) A brief summary of the rule and a description of all relevant changes in previous regulations effectuated by 
such rule; 

Rule 0450-01 -. 04 (3) Changes the qualification for LPC by reciprocity to allow licensees from states with which 
Tennessee has a reciprocal agreement to obtain a license without examination. This is consistent with 
the LPC statutes. 

Rule 0450-01-.04 (4) Qualifications for LPC/MHSP is amended to make the numbering similar to the rest of the 
qualifications section. 

Rule 0450-01-.04 (5) Changes the qualification for LPC/MHSP by reciprocity to allow licensees from states with 
which Tennessee has a reciprocal agreement to obtain a license without examination . This is consistent 
with the LPC statutes. 

Rule 0450-01-.04 (6) Qualifications for Licensure is amended to add paragraph 6 on the qualifications for the 
Temporary LPC/MHSP, to reflect the statutory requirements and clarify that the required exam is the 
National Counselor Examination. 

Rule 0450-01-.05 (1) Procedures for Licensure for LPC by examination is amended by changing the language in 
Subparagraphs 1 (k), 1 (I), and 1 (m) to cross reference the supervision rule properly, to name the exam 
that must be taken for LPC, and to add a provision that after disclosure of certain information such as 
crimes, discipline in another state, etc. the applicant may be called before the Board to defend this 
information and may be denied or given a conditional license based on the information. 

Rule 0450-01-.05 (2) Procedures for Licensure for LPC by upgrade is amended to make the same changes in 
0450-01-.05 (1). 

Rule 0450-01 -.05 (3) Procedures for Licensure for LPC by reciprocity are created with the new qualifications in 
mind. Procedures are quite similar to regular licensure, including the fees, paperwork, evidence of moral 
quality, background check, etc. but instead of the examination it requires the information from the other 
state. 

Rule 0450-01-.05 (4) Procedures for Licensure for LPC/MHSP by examination are amended to contain all the 
procedures needed , without cross-referencing to the LPC procedures. 

Rule 0450-01-.05 (5) Creates procedures for Licensure for LPC/MHSP by reciprocity. 

Rule 0450-01-.05 (6) Procedures for Licensure is amended by adding a new paragraph (6) which contains 
procedures for getting the temporary license for LPC/MHSP based on the statutory requirements and 
the qualifications for the temporary license. 

Rule 0450-01.12 Continuing Education paragraphs 1 and 3 are amended to change the CEs to a two year cycle 
and double all the relevant CE number references. 

(B) A citation to and brief description of any federal law or regulation or any state law or regulation mandating 
promulgation of such rule or establishing guidelines relevant thereto; 

The Office of General Counsel is unaware of any federal law or regulation or any state law or regulation 
mandating promulgation of such rule. However, T.C.A. 63-22-101 et.seq. enumerate the requirements for 
licensure as an LPC, and LPC/MHSP by examination, reciprocity, etc. These are the statutory guidelines the 
rule changes were based on . 

(C) Identification of persons, organizations, corporations or governmental entities most directly affected by this 
rule, and whether those persons, organizations, corporations or governmental entities urge adoption or 
rejection of this rule; 
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For the most part those affected will be persons seeking licensure under these rules as a Licensed Professional 
Counselor and a Licensed Professional Counselor with the designation of Mental Health Services Provider. The 
minor changes to the continuing education rules will affect all current LPCs and LPC/MHSPs.The two 
organizations representing licensees and students/applicants (the Tennessee Mental Health Counselors 
Association and the Tennessee License Professional Counselors Association) are in favor of these rules. 

(D) Identification of any opinions of the attorney general and reporter or any judicial ruli ng that directly relates to 
the rule; 

Ll ..:..T.:..:.h.::..e-=O:...:ff.:.:.ic.::..e::......::.o.:....f -=G-=e.:..:n.=.e:..:rac.:.I--=C:..:o:..:u:.:..n:..:.s-=-e.:....l i.=.s...:.n:..:o...:.t ..:cac:.:w..:::.a:.:..re::......::.o.:....f .:::.a :...en yL...:....A:.:.:tt.=.o.:..:.rn.:..:e:...~.y_G.::...::..e :...:..ne.::..:r...::.a:.:..l -=-o"-p:.:..i n.:..:io:..:.n.:..::s-=r...::e..:.:la...::t:...:..iv-'-e--'to.::.....:.th..:..e::.....:..:.n-=-ew.:.......:.r-=-u:..:l e...:.s.:..... __ ·----~ 

(E) An estimate of the probable increase or decrease in state and local government revenues and expenditures, 
if any, resulting from the promulgation of this rule, and assumptions and reasoning upon which the estimate 
is based . An agency shall not state that the fiscal impact is minimal if the fiscal impact is more than two 
percent (2%) of the agency's annual budget or five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000), whichever is less; 

There will be neither a positive nor a negative fiscal impact because the new rules concern a program that is 
self-sufficient and funded b fees from the licensees. 

(F) Identification of the appropriate agency representative or representatives, possessing substantial knowledge 
and understanding of the rule; 

Johanna L. Barde, Assistant General Counsel, Department of Health, the board administrator, Sherry Owens, 
and the Board Chairperson, Susan Hammonds-White, are the appropriate agency representatives possessing 
substantial knowledge of these new rules. 

(G) Identification of the appropriate agency representative or representatives who will explain the rule at a 
scheduled meeting of the committees; 

Johanna L. Barde, Assistant General Counsel, Department of Health, the board administrator, Sherry Owens, 
and the Board Chairperson , Susan Hammonds-White, are the appropriate agency representatives who will 
explain the rule at a scheduled meeting of the committees. 

(H) Office address, telephone number, and email address of the agency representative or representatives who 
will explain the rule at a scheduled meeting of the committees; and 

Johanna L. Barde, Assistant General Counsel, Tennessee Department of Health, 220 Athens Way , Suite 210, 
Nashville, TN 37243, (615) 7 41-1611 , Johanna. Barde@tn.gov; Sherry Owens, Bureau of Health Licensure and 
Regulation, 227 French Landing Drive, Suite 300 Nashville, TN 37243, (615) 532-5088, Sherry.Owens@tn.gov; 
Ms. Hammonds-White is not an employee of the Department of Health, but she can be reached through Sherry 
Owens. 

(I) Any additional information relevant to the rule proposed for continuation that the committee requests. 
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GENERAL RULES GOVERNING PROFESSIONAL COUNSELORS CHAPTER 0450-01 

(Rule 0450-01-.03, continued) 
effective June 24, 2002. Amendment filed April 17, 2007; effective July 1, 2007. Amendment filed 
November 26, 2008; effective February 9, 2009. 

0450-01 -.04 QUALIFICATIONS FOR LICENSURE. 

(1) Professional Counselor by Examination. To be eligible to submit an application, a candidate 
must show completion of the following qualifications: 

(a) Be at least 18 years of age. 

(b) Must provide evidence that he is highly regarded in moral character and professional 
ethics (rule 0450-01-.05). 

(c) Education. The educational requirements must be completed prior to the date of 
application . 

1. Sixty (60) graduate semester hours, based upon a program of studies with a 
major in counseling, completed from an institution accredited by the Southern 
Association of Colleges and Schools, the Counsel for Accreditation of 
Counseling and Related Educational Programs, or a comparable accrediting 
body. 

2. The graduate coursework should include, but is not limited to, core areas of (one 
course may satisfy study in more than one of the study areas): 

(i) Theories of human behavior, learning and personality; 

(ii) Abnormal behavior; 

(iii) Theories· of counseling and psychotherapy; 

(iv) Evaluation and appraisal procedures; 

(v) Group dynamics, theories and techniques; 

(vi) Counseling techniques; 

(vii) Multicultural counseling; 

(viii) Ethics; 

(ix) Research; 

(x) Clinical practicum or internship (pursuant to T.C.A. § 63-22-104) 

(d) A minimum of two (2) years of supervised post master professional experience 
consisting of not less than ten (1 0) hours per week and fifty (50) contact hours of 
supervision per year as defined by Rule 0450-01-.10 (1). 

(e) Pass the examination pursuant to rule 0450-01-.08. 

(f) Until receipt of a license to practice as a Professional Counselor, an applicant will be 
required to practice under supervision, pursuant to Rule 0450-01-.1 D. 

(2) Upgrading from Certified Professional Counselor Status to Licensed Professional Counselor 
Status 
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GENERAL RULES GOVERNING PROFESSIONAL COUNSELORS CHAPTER 0450-01 

(Rule 0450-01-.04, continued) 

(a) Individuals certified on July 1, 1991 , as professional counselors may upgrade from 
certification to licensure by any of the following methods: 

1. Providing a copy of his current CPC renewal certificate and verification to the 
board 's satisfaction, that he has had five years work experience, pursuant to rule 
0450-01-.14, as a certified professional counselor. 

2. Providing a copy of his current CPC renewal certificate and evidence that he has 
been certified by the NBCC. 

3. Providing a copy of his current CPC renewal certificate and complying with the 
requirements pursuant to rule 0450-01-.04(1). 

(b) Upgrading from Certified Associate Professional Counselor Status to Licensed 
Professional Counselor Status 

1. Any person certified as an Associate Counselor on July 1, 1991 , shall be deemed 
to be a Certified Professional Counselor, but only for the purpose of upgrading to 
Licensed Professional Counselor. 

2. For the purpose of upgrading to Licensed Professional Counselor from Certified 
Associate Counselor, the board will accept a passing score on the PES 
examination , which was previously required for Associate Professional 
Counselors, as fulfilling the requirement of 0450-01-.08. 

(3) Licensed Professional Counselor (LPC) by Reciprocity. Individuals seeking licensure by 
reciprocity must meet the following qualifications: 

(a) Hold a current. undisciplined . professional counselor or equivalent license from another 
state of the United States which has entered into a mutual reciprocity agreement with 
the Tennessee Board for Professional Counselors, Marital and Family Therapists. and 
Clinical Pastoral Therapists. 

(b) Provide evidence that he or she is highly regarded in moral character and professional 
ethics. 

(c) Pass the Tennessee Jurisprudence Examination pursuant to rule 0450-01 -.08. 

(3) Lisensed Professional Counselor by ResiproGity,-lf!Gi~Jiduals seeking lisensure by resiprosity 
must meet the following qualilisations: 

(a) Hold a surrenti'Jrofessional solffi&elGf.-lisense from another state: 

(b) Meetlisensure requirements I'JUrsuant to Rule Q41iQ Q1 .Q4(1)(a) through (d); and 

(s) Pass all the examinations required I'JUrsuant to Rule Q41iQ Q1 .08. 

(4) Licensed Professional Counselor with Mental Health Services Provider designation 
(LPC/MHSP). To be eligible to submit an application . a candidate must show completion of 
the following qualifications: 

Cal Be at least 18 years of age. 

(b) Provide evidence that he or she is highly regarded in moral character and professional 
ethics. 
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GENERAL RULES GOVERNING PROFESSIONAL COUNSELORS CHAPTER 0450-01 

(Rule 0450-01-.04, continued) 

(c) Education. The educational requirements must be completed prior to the date of 
application . 

1. Sixty (60) graduate semester hours, based upon a program of studies with a 
major in counseling , completed from an institution accredited by the Southern 
Association of Colleges and Schools, the Council for the Accreditation of 
Counseling and Related Educational Programs, or a comparable accrediting 
body: 

2. The graduate coursework should include, but is not limited to, the following core 
areas lone course may satisfy study in more than one of the study areas) : 

(i) Theories of human behavior, learning and personality: 

Iii\ Abnormal behavior: 

(iii) Theories of counseling and psychotherapy: 

(iv) Evaluation and appraisal procedures: 

(v) Group dynamics, theories and techniques: 

(vi) Counseling techniques: 

(vii) Multicultural counseling ; 

(viii) Ethics: 

(ix) Research: 

(X) Clinical practicum or internship (pursuant to T.C.A. § 63-22-104); 

(xi) Use of the DSM: 

(xii) Treatment and treatment planning 

3. Pursuant to T.C.A. § 63-22-120, a minimum of nine (9) graduate semester hours 
of coursework must be "specifically re lated to diagnosis. treatment. appraisal and 
assessment of mental disorders. " This will be interpreted to mean passing nine 
(9) semester hours, either during the course of a graduate degree or as post
graduate work, in courses in which diagnosis, treatment and treatment planning , 
appraisal and assessment of mental disorders. psychopathology. and the use of 
the DSM were the entire focus of the course or comprised a substantial portion of 
the course work. 

(d) Meet the following requirements for post-masters professional experience: 

1. Complete three thousand (3000) hours of supervised post-masters professional 
experience. including one hundred and fifty (150) contact hours of supervision 
obtained pursuant to Rule 0450-01 -.10(6). 

(i) 
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One thousand and five hundred (1500) of the three thousand (3000) hours 
of supervised post-masters professional experience shall be face-to-face 
client contact hours. 
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GENERAL RULES GOVERNING PROFESSIONAL COUNSELORS CHAPTER 0450-01 

(Rule 0450-01-.04, continued) 

(ii) One thousand and five hundred (1500) of the three thousand (3000) hours 
of supervised post-masters professional experience shall be clinically
related activities; 

(e) Pass the National Counselors Examination, the National Clinical Mental Health 
Counseling Examination. and the Tennessee Jurisprudence Exam pursuant to Rule 
0450-01 -.08. 

(4) Prafessional Counselor with Mental Health Servises Proviaer 8esi9Hati~ 

(a) Prior to sui:Jmitting an aJ:IJ:IIisation , eash of the following !1Ualilisations must l:le met l:ly a 
sanaiaate for J:lrofessional sounselor with Mental Health Servises Proviaer aesignation: 

~eat least 11! years o~ 

2. Must J:lrO\'iae eviaense that he is highly regaraea in moral--4\araster ana 
J:~refessiGnal ethiss (Rule 04fi0 01 .Ofi) . 

J . Meet the following eausational re11uirements J:!rior to the a ate of aJ:!J:!IiGatiGffi 

(i) Sil«y (60) graauate semester hours, l:lasea UJ:!On a J:!rogram of stuaies with 
a major in sounseling, somJ:!Ietea ffom an institution assreaitea l:ly the 
Southern Assosiation of Colleges ana Sshools, the Counsel for 
AGGreaitation of Counseling ana Relates E:ausaliooal--Pfe!JfilmS, or a 
somJ:!aral:lle assreaitingl:loay; 

(ii) The graauate soursework shoula insluae, but is nollimitea to, the following 
sore areas (one--Gffilrse may satisfy stuay in more than one of the stuay 
area$ 

(I) Theories of hu~8Ravior, learning ana J:!ersonality 

f»t---AGr\Grmal-Gehavior ana J:ISYGhOJ:!athelegy 

(Ill) Theories of sounseling ana J:!syshotherapy 

(IV) Evaluation ana appraisal proseaures 

(V) Group aynamiss, theories ana teshnll:jtles 

(VI) Cqunseling teshni!llol88 

(VII) Multisultural sounseling 

(VIII) E:thiGS 

(IX) Researsh 

(X) Use of the OSM 

(XI) Treatment-aRe treatment J:!lanning 

fXIlt-Clinisal prastisum or internship (pursuant to T.C.A. § 6J 22 104); 

4-,...---Meet the following re!luirements-fuF-fl96t-maslef&.flrefessiGnal experiense: 
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GENERAL RULES GOVERNING PROFESSIONAL COUNSELORS CHAPTER 0450-01 

(Rule 0450-01-.04, continued) 

(i) Cemf}lete three thousane (JOOO) heurs ef suf3eFVise9 f}Ost masters 
f}mfessienal exf}eFienGe. inGiueing ene--ffilfleree ana fifty (150) GentaGt 
1=\eurs gf SUf}eFVisien e8taine9 f}Ursuant to Rule 0450 01 .10(6). 

(I) One thousane ana five hun9re9 (1500) ef the thme theusane (JOOO) 
heurs ef suf}eFVisee !}est masters f}mfessienal exf}erienGe shall 8e 
faGe te faGe Glient GentaGt heurs. 

(II) One theusane ana five huneree (1500) ef the thme theusane (JOOO) 
heurs ef suf3eFVise9 f}Ost masters f}refessienal exf}erienGe shall 8e 
GliniGally relates aGtivities; 

5. Pass the examination f}Ursuant te Rule 0450 01 .0!1. 

(8) Fer the f}Urf}9SEHH-m9fltal...Realth seFViGe f3Fevi9er eesignatien f}Ursuant te T .C.A. § 6J 
22 150, "has Gomf}letee a minimum ef nine (Q) graeuate semester heurs ef Geursework 
Sf}eGifiGally relates te eiagnesis, treatment, af}f}raisal ana assessment ef mental 
eisoreers" will 8e interf}reted te mean f}assing nine (Q) semester heurs, either suring 
the Geurse ef a graeuate eegree er as !}est !jraeuate 'N9rk , in Geurses whiGh inGiuee 
Gia!jnesis, tmatment ana treatment f}lannin!j , af}f}raisal and assessment ef mental 
eisereers, f3SYGhof}athele!jy , and the use ef the-QSM, were the entire foGus of the 
Geurse er Gemf}risee a su8stantial f}mtien ef the Gourse werk. 

(5) Licensed Professional Counselor with Mental Health Service Provider designation 
(LPC/MHSPl . by reciprocity. Individuals seeking licensure by reciprocity as LPC/MHSPs 
must meet the following qualifications. 

(a) Hold a current. undisciplined. professional counselor license with a Mental Health 
Service Provider designation, or its equivalent. from another state of the United States 
which has entered into a mutual reciprocity agreement with the Tennessee Board for 
Professional Counselors . Marital and Family Therapists. and Clinical Pastoral 
Therapists. 

(b) Provide evidence that he or she is highly regarded in moral character and professional 
ethics. 

(c) Pass the Tennessee Jurisprudence Examination pursuant to rule 0450-01 -.08 . 

(&)----tiGensee Pmfessional Counselor with Mental Health SeFViGe Pm•Jider eesi!jnation, 8y 
reGipmGity. lnei•Jieuals seekin!l liGensure 8y reGif}HJGity as biGensed Professienal Counselefs 
will:l-MeA!ai-Mealth SeFViGe Provi9er-4esignatien must meet the followin!l qualifiGatiens. 

(a) Hele a Gurrent f}HJfessional Gounselor liGense with a Mental Health Previder 
designatien , er its equivalent, fr<~m anether state. 

(8) Meet liGensum requirements f}Ursuant te Rules 0450 01 .04(4)(a)1 . thmugh 4. and 
0450 01 .04(4)(8) . 

(G) Pass all the examinations requires f}ursuant te Rule 0450 01 .0!1 . 
- ------ { Formatted: Normal 

(6) Temporarily Licensed Professional Counselor with Mental Health Service Provider 
designation . 

Cal A temporary license may be issued by the Board for an applicant for licensed 
professional counselor designated as a mental health service provider who has: 
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(Rule 0450-01 -.04, continued) 

1. Completed the academic course work and !raining (except for the required 
supervised professional experience) required for the license; and 

2. Successfully passed the National Counselor Examination. 

(b) A temporary license obtained pursuant to this section authorizes an aoolicant to 
perform the functions specified in T.C.A. § 63-22-150(5), while working under the 
supervision of an approved supervisor. 

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 4-5-202, 4-5-204, 63-22-102, 63-22-104, 63-22-107, 63-22-116, 63-22-120,63-22-
121 and Public Chapter 318, Acts of 1995. Administrative History: Original rule filed October 9, 1986; 
effective November 23, 1986. Repeal and new rule filed April 29, 1992; effective June 13, 1992. 
Amendment filed October 18, 1995; effective January 1, 1996. Amendment filed April16, 1996; effective 
June 30, 1996. Amendment filed June 18, 1996; effective September 4, 1996. Amendment filed January 
31, 2000; effective April 15, 2000. Amendment filed September 4, 2003 was effective November 18, 
2003. However; Stay of effective date filed by the Board for Professional Counselors, Marital and Family 
Therapists, and Clinical Pastoral Therapists on November 7, 2003; new effective date January 17, 2004. 
Amendment filed November 26, 2008; effective February 9, 2009. Amendments filed October 25, 2012; 
effective January 23, 2013. 

0450-01-.05 PROCEDURES FOR LICENSURE. To become licensed as a professional counselor in 
Tennessee a person must comply with the following procedures and requirements. 

(1) Professional Counselor by Examination 

(a) An application shall be requested from the Board's administrative office or shall be 
downloaded from the Internet. 

(b) An applicant shall respond truthfully and completely to every question or request for 
information contained in the form, and submit it along with all documentation and fees 
required by the form and this rule to the board's administrative office . It is the intent of 
this rule that all steps necessary to accomplish the filing of the required documentation 
be completed prior to filing an application and lhat all documentation be filed 
simultaneously. 

(c) Applications for licensure will be accepted throughout the year and files which are 
completed on or before the 30th day prior to the meeting will ordinarily be processed at 
the next board meeting scheduled for the purpose of reviewing files . Supporting 
documents requested in these instructions must be received in the board's office within 
60 days of receipt of your application or the file will be closed. 

(d) An applicant shall pay, at the time of application, the nonrefundable application fee as 
provided in rule 0450-01-.06. 

(e) An applicant shall submit verification of having completed a supervised practicum or 
internship pursuant to T.C.A. § 63-22-104. 

(f) An applicant shall submit with his application, a certified copy of his birth certificate. 

(g) An applicant shall submit a clear and recognizable recently taken, bust photograph 
which shows the full head face forward from at least the top of the shoulders up. 

(h) It is the applicant's responsibility to request a graduate transcript from his degree 
granting institution, pursuant to T.C.A. § 63-22-104, be submitted directly from the 
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(Rule 0450-01 -.05, continued) 
school to the board's administrative office. The institution granting the degree must be 
accredited, pursuant to rule 0450-01-.04(1 ), at the time the degree was granted. The 
transcript must show that the degree has been conferred and carry the official seal of 
the institution and reference the name under which the applicant has applied for 
licensure. The transcript must show at least 60 graduate semester hours, pursuant to 
rule 0450-01 -.04(1) . The educational requirements contained in this rule must be 
completed prior to the date of application for licensure. 

(i) An applicant shall complete and submit the worksheet form for reporting course work. 

U) An applicant shall submit evidence of good moral character. Such evidence shall 
include at least two recent, within the preceding 12 months, original letters from 
professionals attesting to the applicant's personal character and professional ethics 
and typed on the signator's letterhead. 

(k) An applicant shall submit evidence of completing a minimum of two (2) years 
supervised post-master's experience under the direction of an approved supervisor, 
pursuant to rule 0450-01 -.04(1\(d}. 

(I) An applicant shall direct NBCC to submit directly to the Board's office evidence that he 
or she passed the National Counselor Examination pursuant to rule 0450-01 -.08. 

(m) An applicant shall disclose the circumstances surrounding any of the following : 

1. Conviction of any criminal law violation of any country, state . or municipality, 
except minor traffic violations. 

2. The denial of certification or licensure aoollcation by any other state or the 
discipline of certification or licensure in any state . 

3. Loss or restriction of certification or licensure. 

4. Any civil suit judgment or civil suit settlement in which the applicant was a party 
defendant including, without limitation, actions involving malpractice. breach of 
contract. antitrust activity, or any other civil action remedy recognized under any 
country's or state's statutory, common. or case law. 

5. If the applicant discloses any of the above. the Board may require the applicant 
to appear before the Board to answer questions regarding the circumstances and 
regarding the applicant's fitness to practice in the State of Tennessee. The 
burden is on the applicant to prove by a preponderance of the evidence the 
circumstances of any of the above. 

6. Any of the above may be grounds for denial or conditioning of the license if the 
Board determines it to be unprofessional conduct or conduct that violates T.C.A. 
§§ 63-22-101. et seq. or Board rules and regulations . 

(k) An applicant shall s~Jernit evisence ef a rninirniJrn ef 1\ve (2) yeaFS s~Jper.<ises pest 
master's experience 1mser the sirectien ef an approves s~Jper.<iser , p~Jrs~Jant te FIJie 
1).45~ 

(I) An applicant-&Aall sirect I>JBCC te s~Jernit sirectly te the 13ear9's eflice evisence that he 
passes the I>JBCC exarninatiGn, pllrwaffi-.te rille Q4a~ 

(rn) ,1\n applicant shall sisclese the circ~Jrnstances SIJFFeiJnsing any ef the fellewing: 
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(Rule 0450-01-.05, continued) 
1. Cen\liclien ef any criminal law \lielalien ef any country, stale , eF--ffi\ffi~ 

except miner traffic \lielalien& 

2 . The senial ef certification er lisensure apf)licatien by any ether stale er the 
siscipline er certification er licensure in any state. 

J . Less er restriction ef certification er licensure, 

4. !'.ny ci..,il suit jusgmenl er ci\lil suit settlement in Y.'hich the applicant was a party 
8efen8anl inclusing, without limitation, actions in•Jel\ling malpractice, breach ef 
contract, antitrust acli\lily, er any ether ci>lil aclien remesy recegn~G-tln8ef-af\Y 
country's er stale 's slalulery, cemmen, er case law. 

(n) An applicant shall cause to be submitted to the Board's administrative office directly 
from the vendor identified in the Board's licensure application materials, the result of a 
criminal background check. 

(o) When necessary, all documents required to be submitted shall be translated into 
English and such translation certified along with the original document as to 
authenticity by the issuing source . 

(p) Personal resumes are not acceptable and will not be reviewed . 

~q) Application review and licensure decisions shall be governed by rule 0450-01-.07. 

(r) The burden is on the applicant to prove by a preponderance of the evidence that his 
course work, supervision, and experience are equivalent to the board's requirements. 

(2) Licensed Professional Counselor by Upgrade. 

(a) An application shall be requested from the Board's administrative office or shall be 
downloaded from the Internet. 

(b) Requests for upgrade will be accepted throughout the year and files which are 
completed on or before the 30th day prior to the meeting will ordinarily be processed at 
the next board meeting scheduled for the purpose of reviewing files. Supporting 
documents requested in these instructions must be received in the board office within 
60 days of receipt of your application or the file will be closed . 

(c) An individual seeking to upgrade shall pay the nonrefundable upgrade review fee, 
pursuant to rule 0450-01-.06, upon submission of the upgrade application . 

(d) An applicant shall respond truthfully and completely to every question or request for 
information contained in the form and submit it along with all documentation and fees 
required by the form and this rule to the board administrative office . It is the intent of 
this rule that steps necessary to accomplish the filing of the application and that all 
documentation be filed simultaneously. 

(e) An individual currently registered with the board may upgrade his certification to 
licensure by providing a copy of his current CPC certificate and: 

1. Submitting evidence that he holds a current certification from NBCC, or 

2. Compliance with the requirements pursuant to rule 0450-01 -.04(1), or 
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(Rule 0450-01-.05, continued) 
3. Providing verification to the Board's satisfaction , that he has had five (5) years 

professional experience as a certified professional counselor. 

(f) An applicant shall disclose the circumstances surrounding any of the following : 

1. Conviction of any criminal law violation of any country, state , or municipality, 
except minor traffic violations. 

2. The denial of certification or licensure application by any other state or the 
discipline of certification or licensure in any state. 

3. Loss or restriction of certification or licensure. 

4. Any civil suit judgment or civil suit settlement in which the applicant was a party 
defendant including , without limitation, actions involving malpractice, breach of 
contract, antitrust activity, or any other civil action remedy recognized under any 
country's or state 's statutory, common, or case law. 

5. If the applicant discloses any of the above, the Board may require the applicant 
to appear before the Board to answer questions regarding the circumstances and 
regarding the applicant's fitness to practice in the State of Tennessee. The 
burden is on the applicant to prove by a preponderance of the evidence the 
circumstances of any of the above. 

6. Any of the above may be grounds for denial or conditioning of the license if the 
Board determines it to be unprofessional conduct or conduct that violates T.C.A. 
§§ 63-22-101, et seq. or Board rules and regulations. 

(g) An applicant shall cause to be submitted to the Board's administrative office directly 
from the vendor identified in the Board 's licensure application materials, the result of a 
criminal background check . 

(h) Where necessary, all documents required to be submitted shall be translated into 
English and such translation certified along with the original document as to 
authenticity by the issuing source. 

(i) Upgrade review and licensure decisions shall be governed by rule 0450-01 -.07. 

U) Personal resumes are not acceptable and will not be reviewed. 

(k) The burden is on the applicant to prove by a preponderance of the evidence that he 
possesses the qualifications to upgrade to licensure status. 

(3) Licensed Professional Counselor (LPCl by Reciprocity 

(a) The Board may issue a license to any individual who holds a current professional 
counselor license from another state of the United States which has entered into a 
mutual reciprocity agreement with the Tennessee Board for Professional Counselors, 
Marital and Family Therapists. and Clinical Pastoral Therapists . and who meets the 
qualifications stated in rule 0450-01 -.04(3) . 

(b) An application shall be requested from the Board's administrative office or shall be 
downloaded from the Internet. An applicant shall pay, at the time of application. the 
nonrefundable application fee as provided in rule 0450-01 -.06. 

(c) Applications for licensure will be accepted throughout the year and files which are 
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(Rule 0450-01-.05 , continued) 
completed on or before the 30th day prior to the meeting will ordinarily be processed at 
the next Board meeting scheduled for the purpose of reviewing files . Supporting 
documents requested in these instructions must be received in the Board office within 
sixty (60\ days of receipt of lhe application or the fi le will be closed . 

(d) An applicant shall respond truthfully and completely to every question or request for 
information contained in the form and submit it along wilh all documentation and fees 
required by the form and this rule to the Board administrative office. It is the intent of 
this rule that all steps necessary to accomplish the filing of the required documentation 
be completed prior to filing an application and that all documentation be filed 
simultaneously. 

(e) An applicant shall submit a clear and recognizable, recently taken. bust photograph 
which shows the full head face forward from at least the top of the shoulders up. 

(f) An applicant shall submit a certified photocopy of his or her birth certificate. 

(g) An applicant shall submit evidence of good moral character. Such evidence shall 
include two recent, within the preceding twelve (12) months. original letters from 
professionals attesting to the applicant's personal character and professional ethics 
and typed on the signator's letterhead. 

(h) An applicant shall submit a copy of his original certificate or license from the other state 
along with an official statement or affidavit from the appropriate certification or licensing 
agency in the other state which indicates that the certificate or license is in effect and in 
good standing , as well as under what provision such certificate or license was issued 
(i.e. grandfathering, examination, reciprocity, endorsement. etc.). 

(i) An applicant must submit a copy of his renewal certificate with the number from the 
other state and expiration date. 

(j) The applicant shall provide the Board with a copy of his state's certification or licensing 
law and rules in effect at the time the applicant was credentialed . 

(k) An applicant shall disclose the circumstances surrounding any of the following : 

1. Conviction of any criminal law violation of any country, slate, or municipality, 
except minor traffic violations. 

2. The denial of certification or licensure application by any other state or lhe 
discipline of certification or licensure in any state . 

3. Loss or restriction of certification or licensure. 

4. Any civil suit judgment or civil suit settlement in which the applicant was a party 
defendant including , without limitation. actions involving malpractice. breach of 
contract, antitrust activity or any other civil action remedy recognized under any 
country's or state's statutory, common , or case law. 

5. If the applicant discloses any of the above, the Board has lhe right to require the 
applicant to appear before the Board to answer questions regarding the 
circumstances and regarding the applicant's fitness to practice in lhe State of 
Tennessee. The burden is on the applicant to prove by a preponderance of lhe 
evidence the circumstances of any of the above. 

6. Regardless of lhe terms of a reciprocal agreement with another state , any of the 
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(Rule 0450-01-.05 , continued) 
above may be grounds for denial or conditioning of the license if the Board 
determines it to be unprofessiona l conduct or conduct that vio lates T.C.A. §§ 63-
22-101, et seq . or Board rules and regulations. 

(I) An applicant shall cause to be submitted to the Board's administrative office directly 
from the vendor identified in the Board's licensure application materials. the result of a 
criminal background check. 

(m) Where necessary, all documents required to be submitted shall be translated into 
English and such translation certified along with the original document as to authenticity 
by the issuing source . 

(n) Application review and licensure decisions shall be governed by rule 0450-01 -.07. 

(o) Personal resumes are not acceptable and will not be reviewed. 

(3) Professional Collnselor ey Recif>fGGily 

(a) 

(b) ' 

The BoaR! may isslJe a license to any int:livldtial who holes a elJrrent professiaflal 
coWlSeiGHicense from aAGtRer state if the applicant meets the l:lllalifications stated in 
~450 01 .04(3). 

An application shall be rel:lllested from the Board's administrative office or shall ee 
dovmloaded from the Internet. ,A,n applicant shall pay, at the lirne of application, the 
nonrefllndaele application fee as provideQ..in-rule-0450 01 .06 . 

«(c;J-)- .P,AI!l,p>epliGatiGF\&--fer licenslJre will ee aecepted throllghollt the year and files which are 
completes on or eefore the 30th day prior to the meeting will ordinarily ee processed at 
1-he---flel« eoard meeting schedlJied for the pllrpose of reviewing files. S~&ppGfliRg 
docllments rel:llJested in these instrllclions mllsl ee received in the eoard office within 
60 days of receipt of yollr application or the file will ee closes . 

(d) 

(e) 

An applieant--shall respond lruti=IMiy and eornpletely to every qlleslion or reqllest--for 
information contaiAed in the form and slJ9rnil it aiGAg-With all doclJmenlation and fees 
reqllired ey the forrn and lhis-rule--te--IAEHxJard administrative office . II is the intent of 
this rllle that all steps necessary to accoffij>lish the filing of the reqllired doclJmentation 
ee eompleted prior----to--filing an applieation ana that all doelJrnentalion ee filed 
sirnllllaneolJsly. 

An individlJal seeking to llpgrade shall pay the nonrefllndaele llpgrade review fee , 
pYrSlJanllo rlJie 04 50 01 .06, llpOn SUBmission of lhe llpgrade application. 

H(f)*-----1-/'\F,n~--aapplicanl shall slJ9rnil a clear and recognizaele recently taken , 9llst photograpll 
which shows the full head face fofward frorn at least the lop of the sholllders llp . 

(g) 

(h) 

(i) 

An applicant shall slJ9rnil a certified photocopy of his birth certificale-o 

,A,n appl icant shall sllbmit evidenee of good rnoral character. Sllch evidence shall 
if:IGilJde I>No recent, within the preceding 12 months, original letters frorn professiGRals 
attesting to the applicant's personal character and professional ethics and typed on the 
signaler's letterhead. 

An applicant shall suemil a copy of hi&-eriginal certifiGate-Gr-liceR&e with nllrneer--from 
other stale in effect at the tirne-th~allicense was isweG, 
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(Rule 0450-01 -.05, continued) 
Ol An applieant must sul:lmit a eopy of his renewal eertifieate with the numl:ler from the 

other stale an9 expiration-Gate, 

(k) The applieant shall provi9e the !:loam with a eopy of his state 's sertifisation or I~ 
law an9 rules in effest at the lime the applisant was ere9eA!ialeG, 

(I) The applieant shall 9ireet the appropriate eertifieation or lieensiAg-agensy in his state to 
sen9 an offieial statement whish in9ieates that sueh eertifieate or lieense is in effeet an9 
in goog stan9ing an9 un9er what provision sueh eertifieate or lieense v~as issue9 (i.e., 
gran9fathering, examination. reeiproeity , en9GFSemeR~ 

(m) An applieant shall 9iselose the eireumstanees surroun9ing any of the following : 

1. Convietion of any eriminal law 'Jiolation of any eountry, stale , or munieipality, 
exeept minor traffie violations . 

2. The 9enial of eertifieation or lieensure--appliGation l:ly any other state or the 
9iseipline of eertifieati~sensure in any stale. 

J . boss or restrietion of eertifieation or-liGeflwr&.-

4. Any ci•Jil suit ju9gment or eivil suit settlement in which the awlieant was a party 
9efen9anl iFIGkJI:IiRg,-withGtlt-limitation, aetions in\•oi>Jing malprastiee, l:lreaeh of 
eoAifaet, antitrust aeti•Jity or any other ei•Jil aetion reme9y reeognize9 un9er any 
eountry's or state 's statutory, eommon, or ease-law, 

(n) An applieant shall sause to l:le sul:lmitle9 to the Boar9's a9ministrati\•e offise 9ireetly 
from the ven9or i9entifie9 in the Boaro's lieensure applieation materials, the result of a 
eriminall:laekgroun9 eheek. 

(o) Where neeessary, all 9oeuments reQuire9 to l:le sul:lmitte9 shall l:le translate9 into 
English an{j.......wch translation eertifie9 along with the original 9oeument as to 
atlthenticity l:ly the issuing souree. 

(p) Applieation re>Jiew an9 lisensure 9eeisions shalll:le go>Jerne9 l:ly rule Q45Q Q1 .Q7. 

(Q) Personal resumes are not aceeptatlle-aflG-will not l:le revie·Ne9. 

(f)----Tfle l:lur9en is on-lfle....awlieant to prove l:ly a prepon9eranee of the evi9enee that his 
certifieate/lieense at the lime of issuance was l:lase9 on reQuirements that were at least 
~ent to or exeee9e9 Tennessee's eurrent reQuirements. 

(4) Licensed Professional Counselor with Mental Health Service Provider designation (LPC/MHSP). 

(a) An application shall be requested from the Board's administrative office or shall be 
downloaded from the Internet. 

(b) An applicant shall respond truthfully and completely to every question or request for 
information contained in the form. and submit it along with all documentation and fees 
required by the form and this rule to the Board's administrative office. It is the intent of 
this rule that all steps necessary to accomplish the filing of the required documentation 
be completed prior to filing an application and that all documentation be filed 
simultaneously. 

(C) Applications for licensure will be accepted throughout the year and files which are 
completed on or before the 30th day prior to the meeting will ordinarily be processed at 
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(Rule 0450-01-.05, continued) 
the next Board meeting scheduled for the purpose of reviewing files. Supporting 
documents requested in these instructions must be received in the Board's office within 
sixty (60) days of receipt of the application or the file will be closed . 

(d) An applicant shall pay. at the time of application. the nonrefundable application fee as 
provided in rule 6450-01 -.06 . 

(e) An applicant shall submit verification of having completed a supervised practicum or 
internship pursuant to T.C.A. § 63-22-104. 

ID An applicant shall submit with his application, a certified copy of his birth certificate. 

(g) An applicant shall submit a clear and recognizable recently taken. bust photograph 
which shows the full head face forward from at least the top of the shoulders up. 

(h) It is the applicant's responsibility to request a graduate transcript from his degree 
granting institution. pursuant to T.C .A. § 63-22-104. be submitted directly from the 
school to the Board's administrative office . The institution granting the degree must be 
accredited. pursuant to rule 0450-01-.04(4), at the time the degree was granted. The 
transcript must show that the degree has been conferred and carry the official seal of 
the institution and reference the name under which the applicant has applied for 
licensure. The transcript must show. pursuant to rule 0450-01-.04(4)(c)(3). at least 
sixty (60) graduate semester hours, including nine (9) from courses entirely or 
substantially pertaining to diagnosis. treatment, appraisal and assessment of mental 
disorders. The educational requirements contained in this rule must be completed prior 
to the date of application for licensure. 

(i) An applicant shall complete and submit the worksheet form for reporting course work. 

(j) An applicant shall submit evidence of good moral character. Such evidence shall 
include at least two (2) recent. within the preceding twelve (12) months, original letters 
from professionals attesting to the applicant's personal character and professional 
ethics and typed on the signator's letterhead. 

(k) An applicant shall submit evidence of completing a minimum of two 121 vears 
supervised post-master's experience under the direction of an approved supervisor. 
pursuant to rule 0450-01 -.0414lldl. 

(I) An applicant shall direct NBCC to submit directly to the Board's office evidence that he 
passed the National Counselor Examination and the National Clinical Mental Health 
Counseling Examination pursuant to rule 0450-01 -.08. 

(m) An applicant shall disclose the circumstances surrounding any of the following : 

1. Conviction of any criminal law violation of any country, state. or municipality. 
except minor traffic violations. 

2. The denial of certification or licensure aoolication by any other state or the 
discipline of certification or licensure in any state . 

3. Loss or restriction of certification or licensure. 

4. Any civil suit judgment or civil suit settlement in which the applicant was a party 
defendant including . without limitation. actions involving malpractice. breach of 
contract. antitrust activity, or any other civil action remedy recognized under any 
country's or state's statutory, common. or case law. 
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(Rule 0450-01-.05, continued) 

5. If the applicant discloses any of the above. the Board has the right to require the 
applicant to appear before the Board to answer questions regarding the 
circumstances and regarding the applicant's fitness to practice in the State of 
Tennessee. The burden is on the applicant to prove by a preponderance of the 
evidence the circumstances of any of the above. 

6. Any of the above may be grounds for denial or conditioning of the license if the 
Board determines it to be unprofessional conduct or conduct that violates T.C.A. 
§§ 63-22-101 . et seq. or Board rules and regulations . 

(nl An applicant shall cause to be submitted to the Board's administrative office directly 
from the vendor identified in the Board's licensure application materials. the result of a 
criminal background check . 

(o) When necessary, all documents required to be submitted shall be translated into 
English and such translation certified along with the original document as to authenticity 
by the issuing source. 

(p) Personal resumes are not acceptable and will not be reviewed . 

(g) Application review and licensure decisions shall be governed by rule 0450-01 -.07 . 

(r) The burden is on the applicant to prove by a preponderance of the evidence that his 
course work. supervision. and experience are equivalent to the Board's requirements. 

(4) Prafessienal Ceunseler with ~ealth Service PraviEler Elesignatien. 

(a) l\n applicatien shall 13e requesteEl frem the BGafG!s--aElministrati'.'O effice er shall 13e 
ElewnleaEleEl frem the Internet. 

(13) An applicant fer prafessienal ceunseler with mental health service previEler Elesignatien 
may file ene (1) application anEl a~ifeG...-GoouFABRiatieR;-along with the non 
refun8al31e application fee requires 13y Rule Q45Q Q1 .Qe , pursuant to proceElures 
OY!lineEl in paragraph (1) of this rule. 

(5) Licensed Professional Counselor with Mental Health Service Provider designation 
(LPC/MHSP) by reciprocity. 

(a) The Board may issue a license to any individual who holds a current. undisciplined 
professional counselor license with a Mental Health Provider designation. or its 
equivalent. from another state of the United States which has entered into a mutual 
reciprocity agreement with the Tennessee Board for Professional Counselors. Marital 
and Family Therapists. and Clinical Pastoral Therapists. and who meets the 
qualifications stated in rule 0450-01 -.04(5) . 

(b) An application shall be requested from the Board's administrative office or shall be 
downloaded from the Internet. An applicant shall pay, at the time of application. the 
nonrefundable application fee as provided in rule 0450-01 -.06. 

(c) Applications for licensure will be accepted throughout the year and files which are 
completed on or before the 30th day prior to the meeting will ordinarily be processed at 
the next Board meeting scheduled for the purpose of reviewing files. Supporting 
documents requested in these instructions must be received in the Board office within 
60 days of receipt of the application or the file will be closed . 

January, 2013 (Revised) 21 



GENERAL RULES GOVERNING PROFESSIONAL COUNSELORS CHAPTER 0450-01 

(Rule 0450-01-.05 , continued) 
(d) An applicant shall respond truthfully and completely to every question or request for 

information contained in the fonn and submit it along with all documentation and fees 
required by the fonn and this rule to the Board administrative office. It is the intent of 
this rule that all steps necessary to accomplish the filing of the required documentation 
be completed prior to filing an application and that all documentation be fi led 
simultaneously. 

(e) An applicant shall submit a clear and recognizable recently taken. bust photograph 
which shows the full head face forward from at least the top of the shoulders up. 

(f) An applicant shall submit a certified photocopy of his birth certificate. 

(g) An applicant shall submit evidence of good moral character. Such evidence shall 
include two recent. within the preceding 12 months. original letters from professionals 
attesting to the applicant's personal character and professional ethics and typed on the 
signator's letterhead. 

(h) An applicant shall submit a copy of his original certificate or license from the other state 
alan with an official statement or affidavit from the a ro riate certification or licensin 
agency in the other state which indicates that the certific te or license is in effect and in 
good standing. as well as under what provision such certificate or license was issued 
(i .e. grandfathering. examination . reciprocity. endorsement. etc.). 

(i) An applicant must submit a copy of his renewal certificate with the number from the 
other state and expiration date. 

(j) The applicant shall provide the Board with a copy of his state's certification or licensing 
law and rules in effect at the time the applicant was credentialed . 

(k) An applicant shall disclose the circumstances surrounding any of the following : 

1. Conviction of any criminal law violation of any country, state . or municipality. 
except minor traffic violations. 

2. The denial of certification or licensure aoolicallon by any other state or the 
discipline of certification or licensure in any state . 

3. Loss or restriction of certification or licensure. 

4. Any civil suit judgment or civil suit settlement in which the applicant was a party 
defendant including , without limitation. actions involving malpractice. breach of 
contract. antitrust activity or any other civil action remedy recognized under any 
country's or state's statutory, common. or case law. 

5. If the applicant discloses any of the above. the Board has the right to require the 
applicant to appear before the Board to answer questions regarding the 
circumstances and regarding the applicant's fitness to practice in the State of 
Tennessee. The burden is on the applicant to prove by a preponderance of the 
evidence the circumstances of any of the above. 

6. Regardless of the terms of a reciprocal agreement with another state. any of the 
above may be grounds for denial or conditioning of the license if the Board 
determines it to be unprofessional conduct or conduct that violates T.C.A. §§ 63-
22-101. et seq. or Board ru les and regulations. 

(I) An applicant shall cause to be submitted to the Board's administrative office directly 
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from the vendor identified in the Board's licensure application materials, the result of a 
criminal background check. 

lml Where necessarv, all documents required to be submitted shall be translated into 
English and such translation certified along with the original document as to authenticity 
by the issuing source. 

(n) Application review and licensure decisions shall be governed by rule 0450-01-.07 . 

(o) Personal resumes are not acceptable and will not be reviewed . 
(5) Temporary licens~re fer Professional Ce~nselor with Mental Health Service Pro>Jider 

desi€jnation. 

(a) A temporafY-ljGeAse may be iss~ed by the beard fer an applicant fer licensed 
professional co~nselor desi€jnated as a mental health service pm~·ider who has: 

1. Completed the academic ce~rse werk and trainin€j (e*cept fer the reiOl~ired 
supervised pmfessienal e*perience) reiOluired for the license; and 

2. V\lho has s~ccessfully passed all the reiOl~ired e*aminations, as pm~•ided in rule 
G45G G1 .Gil . 

(b) A temporary license ebtained-purs~ant to this section a~thori.:es an applicant to 
perferm the f~nctiens specified in T.C.A. § 6J 22 150~8--WGfkin!J ~nder the 
s~pervisie~alified s~pervf&Ofo 

(G) 

(d) 

(e) 

1. A IOl~alified s~pervisor is defined as ene whe is a licensed Professional 
GGlmselor with Mental Health Service Pm>Jider desi!Jnation, licensed marital and 
family therapist, licensed clinical social worker. licensed psychiatrist, licensed 
senior psychole!Jical e*aminer, er a licenses psychole!Jist vlith health service 
pmvider desi€jnatien, whe has been licensed or certified at least five (5) years 
and 'Nhe is in !J99d standin!j-Witl=l----tReir respecti'le licensin!J---bGarG&-and 
pmfessional association;r. 

2. As part of the application precess lor tempoF<!fY-4iGeRS~re . the applicant m~st 
submit, on a rorm pro'lided by the beaffi;--iflformation about the pmpesea 
~eNisor or s~f}ef\lisor&.--SHoula the proposed s~pervisor(s) meet the-OOeflsUfe 
reiOl~ irements indicated in (b)(1) abe•;e, the board will appro\<e that person(s) to 
do the s~pervisie~ 

In order to recei•;e a temporary license, an applicant must submit te the beard a 
completeG-application fer temporary licens~re as a LPCI~P,--and meet all the 
reiOl~irements of G45G G1 .05(1) or (J), e*cept as noted in this para!Jraph, incl~din!l 
payin!J all the appropriate fees. 

~lo person may be iss~ed--more than one (1) temporary license, nor shall a temporary 
license be •;a lid fer more than three (J) years. 

If an applicant is !Jrantea a temporary license, the license sha#-femain valid ~ntil the 
board !Jrants er denies the-feg~lar license application or until it shall become invalid fer 
any of the feUo•Nin!J reasons: 

1. Expiration of the three year period. 

2. Fail~re to continue in s~pervision durin!l the three year period the license may be 
valid-, 
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J . ChanQe ef Sllj:leFVisers withe lit netifyinQ the beard, sl!brnittinQ the credentials ef 
the j:)Fej:lesed Sllj:leFViser, and ebtaininQ the beard 's aj:Jprovah 

(f) 1Nhen a ternj:lerary license helder is nelilied by the beard that his ternj:lerary license is 
in•Jalid fer any reasen, the aj:jplicanl shall relllrn the ternj:jerary license te the-tlearo 
eflice within len (10) days. The apj:jlicant is exj:lecled te cal!se his Sllj:leFViser te nelify 
the beard ef any reasen he is aware ef that the license shelliG--Gewrne-ilwali~ 
beard •.viii netify the Sllperviser when the ternperary license becernes in•Jalid . 

(Q) Te rej:jlace the ternj:lerary license with a reQlllar license, the applicant shall netify the 
beard in writinQ , llsinQ a ferrn j:lrevided by the beard . and j:lresent Sllj:)pertinQ 
decllrnentatien dernenstratinQ the satisfactery cernj:jletien ef the re'!llired Pest MasteR; 
wj:leFVised exj:lerience in a clinical-cettiRg-wJ:lich rneets the re'lllirernent ef 0450 01 .10 
(5). The beard shall then Qrant er deny the reglllar license aj:Jj:Jiicatien, based--GR 
satisfactery cernj:jlelien ef all re'lllirernents fer licensl!re. 

"'- -- - --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- - -- -- ----- -- -------- - - .:": :-c··- ~>-F_o_r_m_att_ed====----=--=< 
(6) Temporary licensure for Licensed Professional Counselor with Mental Health Service ·--- F tt d N 

1 Provider designation (LPC/MHSP). '-'o-'-rm:::.:_a .:..:..:.e ::.::::.:.:..::o::.:rm::.:a:::.:_ _______ _) 

(a) An applicant for licensure as an LPC/MHSP may file an application for temporary 
licensure by submitting the non-refundable application fee required by Rule 0450-01 -
.06, and an application for licensure with all required documentation, pursuant to 
procedures outlined in paragraph (4) of this rule . except as follows: 

1. The applicant need not show proof of the post-master's supervisory hours 
required by 0450-01-.05(4)(k). 

2. The applicant need not show proof of having passed the National Clinical Mental 
Health Counseling Examination or the Tennessee Jurisprudence Examination. 

3. The applicant must submit information about the proposed supervisor or 
supervisors, including proof that the supervisor meets the qualifications of 0450-
01 -.10(1) and a copy of the proposed supervisory agreement or employment 
contract. 

(b) No person may be issued more than one (1) temporary license, nor shall a temporary 
license be valid for more than three (3) years. 

(c) If an applicant is granted a temporary license, the license shall remain valid until the 
Board grants or denies the regular license application or until it shall become invalid for 
any of the following reasons: 

1. Expiration of the three (3) year period. 

2. Failure to continue in supervision during the three year period the license may be 
valid . 

3. Change of supervisors without notifying the Board, submitting the credentials of 
the proposed supervisor, and obtaining the Board's approval. 

(d) When a temporary license holder is notified by the Board that his temporary license is 
invalid for any reason, the applicant shall return the temporary license to the Board 
office within ten (1 Ol days. The applicant is expected to cause his supervisor to notify 
the Board of any reason he is aware of that the license should become invalid . The 
Board will notify the supervisor when the temporary license becomes invalid. 
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(e) To replace the temporary license with a regular license for LPC/MSHP. the applicant 
shall : 

1. Notify the Board in writing of intention to seek licensure, using the form provided 
by the Board . 

2. Present proof of the following: 

Completion of the required Post Master's supervised experience in a 
clinical setting which meets the requirement of 0450-01-.1 O; and 

ii. Passage of the National Clinical Mental Health Counseling Examination 
and the Tennessee Jurisprudence Examination. 

3. Upon receipt of the materials specified in Parts 1 and 2 the Board shall consider 
the previously submitted licensure application appropriately supplemented and 
grant or deny the regular license application, based on satisfactory completion of 
all requirements for licensure. 

Authority: T. C. A. §§ 4-5-202, 4-5-204, 63-22-102, 63-22-104, 63-22-107, 63-22-110, 63-22-116, 63-22-
117, 63-22-120, 63-22-121, and 63-22-150. Administrative History: Original rule filed October 9, 1986; 
effective November 23, 1986. Repeal and new rule filed April 29, 1992; effective June 13, 1992. 
Amendment filed April 16, 1996; effective June 30, 1996. Amendment filed June 18, 1996; effective 
September 4, 1996. Amendment filed January 29, 1998; effective April 14, 1998. Amendment filed 
August 16, 2002; effective October 30, 2002. Amendment filed October 30, 2002; effective January 13, 
2003. Amendment filed July 16, 2003; effective September 29, 2003. Amendment filed September 4, 
2003 was effective November 18, 2003. However; stay of effective date filed by the Board for 
Professional Counselors, Marital and Family Therapists, and Clinical Pastoral Therapists on November 7, 
2003; new effective date January 17, 2004. Amendment filed March 17, 2006; effective May 31, 2006. 
Amendment filed November 26, 2008; effective February 9, 2009. 

0450-01-.06 FEES. 

(1) The fees authorized by statutes are established as follows: 

(a) Application fee - A nonrefundable fee to be paid by all applicants including those 
seeking licensure by reciprocity. It must be paid each time an application for licensure 
is filed . 

(b) Duplicate Certificate or License Fee - A nonrefundable fee to be paid when an 
individual requests a replacement for a lost or destroyed "artistically designed" license. 

(c) EndorsemenWerification Fee - A nonrefundable fee paid for each certification, 
verification, endorsement of an individual's record for any purpose. 

(d) Late Renewal Fee - A nonrefundable fee to be paid when an individual fails to timely 
renew his certificate or license. 

(e) License Fee - A nonrefundable fee to be paid prior to the issuance of the "artistically 
designed" license. 

(f) Renewal fee- A nonrefundable fee to be paid by all license and certificate holders. This 
fee also applies to individuals who reactivate a retired or lapsed certificate or license. 

January, 2013 (Revised) 25 



GENERAL RULES GOVERNING PROFESSIONAL COUNSELORS CHAPTER 0450-01 

(Rule 0450-01-.11 , continued) 
Authority: T.C.A. §§ 4-5-202 and 63-22-108. Administrative History: Original rule filed April 29, 1992; 
effective June 13, 1992. 

0450-01-.12 CONTINUING EDUCATION. 

(1) Basic Requirements. 

(a) Each person registered with the Board is required to complete twenty (20) clock hours 
of continuing education every two (2) calendar years. 

(b) Those persons who hold two (2) certificates and/or licenses regulated by the 
Tennessee Board for Professional Counselors. Marital and Family Therapists and 
Clinical Pastoral Therapists shall complete thirty (30) clock hours of continuing 
education every two (2) calendar years. A person who holds three certificates and/or 
licenses shall complete forty (40) clock hours of continuing education every two (2) 
calendar years. In each case. at least ten (1 0) clock hours shall be directly related to 
the practice of each profession for which the person is licensed or certified . 

(c) Ethics and Jurisprudence Course Requirement: 

1. Three (3) clock hours of the twenty (20) clock hour biennial requirement shall . 
pertain to the following subjects: 

(i) Professional ethics: and/or 

(ii) Tennessee Code Annotated , Title 63. Chapter 22: and/or 

(iii) Official Compilation , Rules and Regulations of the State of Tennessee, 
Chapter 0450-01 . 

2. Those persons who hold two (2) certificates and/or licenses regulated by the 
Tennessee Board for Professional Counselors , Marital and Family Therapists 
and Clinical Pastoral Therapists shall have three (3) clock hours of the thirty (30) 
clock hour biennial requirement pertain to ethics and jurisprudence. 

3. Those persons who hold three (3) certificates and/or licenses shall have three (3) 
clock hours of the forty (40) clock hour biennial requirement pertain to ethics and 
jurisprudence. 

(a) Each person re!Jistere€1 with the boar€1 is re!lllire€1 to complete 1 Q clock hams of 
oontin~o~in!J eEI~o~cation El~o~rin!J each eaten~ 

(l'l) Those persons who hol€1 1\vo (2) certificates an€1/or licenses re!J~o~late€1 l'ly the 
Tennessee Boar€1 fur Professional Co~o~nselors , Marital an€1 ~amity Therapists an€1 
Clinical Pastoral Therapists shall complete fifteen (1 a) clock ho~o~rs of contin~o~in!J 
effilcation each calenEiar year. /1, pSl'Soo-who hotEls three (J) certificates an€1/Gf 
licenses shall complete 1\•,•enty (2Q) clock ho~o~rs of contin~o~in!l eEI~o~cation each calenEiar 
year. In each case , at least fi•;e (a) clock ho~o~rs shalll'le Elirectly relate€! to the practice 
of each professi~icMh8-fl8l'SGR-i&-license€1 or certifie€1 . 

(c) Ethics an€1 J~o~rispr~o~Eience Go~o~rse Re11~o~irement 

1. Three (J) cloGk-J:lo~o~rs of the ten~IGck-flOill'-al'lRHal-fetjllirernenl-shall , every 
tv.•o (2) years, pertaif1.-tG4he-followin!l s~o~t>j~ 
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(ii) Tennessee Code Annotated, Tille 6J, Chapter 22; andtor 

(iii) Offisial Compilation, Rules and Re!}ulalions of the Slate of Tennessee, 
Chapter04a0 1. 

2. Those persons who hold two (2) sertilisales andtor lisenses re!}ulated ey the 
Ter!Ressee-Board for Professional Counselors, Marital and f'arnily Therapists 
and Clinisal Pastoral Therapists shall have three (J) slosk hours of the fifteen 
~OGk-MUF-aflrwal-fefj~Jiremenl pertain to elhiss and jurisprudense every two 
(2) years. 

J. A person who holds three (J) sertilisates andtor lisenses shall have three (J) 
slosk hours of the P.venly (20) slosk hour annual re(Juirernent pertain to elhiss 
and jurisprHdense every two (2) years. 

(d) Those persons supervising applicants for licens~re under the provisions of 0450-01-.10 
shall have three (3) clock hours of the twenty (20) clock hour biennial requirement 
pertain to counsel ing supervision or related supervision topics. 

(e) A person is not required to complete continuing education for a profession in the 
calendar year that his or her license was initially approved. 

(d) A person is not re(Juired to sornplele sontinHin!} for a profession in the salendar year 
that histher lisense andtor sertilisate was initially approved. 

(2) Acceptable Continuing Education- Acceptable continu ing education shall consist of master or 
doctoral level course work from a nationally or regionally accredited institution of higher 
education; attendance at educational events sponsored or approved by national, state, 
regional , or local professional associations in the field; or events related to the practice of the 
profession for which a nationally or regionally accredited institution of higher education grants 
CEUs. 

(3) Multi-Media - Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph (2) and part (5) (b) 3., continuing 
education courses may be presented in the traditional lecture and classroom formats or, with 
successful completion of a written post experience examination to evaluate material 
retention , in Multi-Media formats . 

(a) Multi-Media courses may include courses utilizing: 

1. The Internet 

2. Closed circuit television 

3. Satellite broadcasts 

4. Correspondence courses 

5. Videotapes 

6. CD-ROM 

7. DVD 

8. Teleconferencing 
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9. Videoconferencing 

10. Distance learning 

(b) A maximum of ten (10) clock hours may be received for multi-media courses during the 
two (2) calendar year period . Those persons who hold two C2l certificates and/or 
licenses regulated by the Tennessee Board for Professional Counselors. Martial and 
Family Therapists and Pastoral Therapists may receive a maximum of fifteen (15) clock 
hours for multi-media courses during the two (2) calendar year period . Those persons 
who hold three (3) certificates and/or licenses may receive a maximum of twenty (20) 
clock hours for multi-media courses during the two (2) calendar year period . 

(ll) A maximum gf fi•;e (5) slgsk hgurs may lle reGei'led fgr mulli media GQUrses during 
eash salendar year. Thgse persgns whg hgld 1\vg (2) sertifiGates-af!Gier lisenses 
regulated lly the Tennessee Bgard klr Pmfessignal Cgunselgrs, Marital and Family 
+Aerapists and Clinisal Pastgral Therapists may resei¥e a maximum gf se¥en and gne
Aalf (7:4) slgsk hgurs klr mulli media sgurses during eash salendar year. Thgse 
persgns whg hgld tl:\ree (J) sertifisates and/Gr-#senses may resei'le a maxirnYffi4.teH 
~osk hgurs klr multi media sourses during eash salendar year. 

(4) Documentation 

(a) Each person registered with the board must retain proof of attendance and completion 
of all continuing education requirements. This documentation must be retained for a 
period of four years from the end of the calendar year in which the continuing education 
was acquired . This documentation must be produced for inspection and verification , if 
requested in writing by the board during its verification process. The board will not 
maintain continuing education files. 

(b) The board will conduct a randomly selected audit of individual records to assure that 
the continu ing education requirements have been met. An individual's records may be 
audited during consecutive renewal periods . 

(c) If audited, the individual must, within 15 working days of a request from the board , 
provide evidence of continu ing education activities. Such evidence must be by 
submission of one or more of the following : 

1. Certificates verifying the individual's attendance at the continuing education 
programs described above . 

2. An individual submitting a program as evidence of attendance at a continuing 
education event will also be required to submit two or more of the following for 
each program submitted : registration receipt, signed program, cancelled check, 
hotel bill , name badge, or an original letter on official stationary signed by a 
professional associate who attended. 

3. An original letter on official institution stationery from the instructor of the 
graduate level course verifying that the course was completed and listing the 
number of credit hours of attendance completed by the individual. 

4 . Official transcript verifying credit hours earned . One semester credit hour is 
equivalent to 10 clock hours for the purpose of certification renewal . Credit for 
auditing will be for the actual clock hours in attendance, not to exceed the 
academic credit. 
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(5) Continuing Education Course Approval - Courses to be offered for credit toward the 

continuing education requirement must, unless otherwise provided, receive prior approval 
from the Board. Unless otherwise provided, all courses shall be offered within Tennessee. 

(a) Course approval procedures 

1 . Pre-approved course providers - Continuing education courses which pertain to 
the practice of counseling shall be considered approved if provided or sanctioned 
by the following entities: 

(i) American Association for Marriage and Family Therapy; 

(ii) American Association of Pastoral Counselors; 

(iii) American Association of Sex Educators, Counselors, and Therapists; 

(iv) American Counseling Association; 

(v) American Psychiatric Association; 

(vi) American Psychological Association; 

(vii) National Association of Social Workers; 

(viii) Any state professional association affiliated with the national associations 
listed in subparts (i) through (vii); 

(ix) National Board for Certified Counselors; 

(x) Nationally or regionally accredited institutions of higher education, 
including graduate courses and continuing education courses; and 

(xi) Any state regulatory agency for professional counseling in the United 
States. 

2. Course approval procedure for other course providers 

(i) Unless pre-approved as provided in part (5) (a) 1, the course provider must 
have delivered to the Board's Administrative Office at least thirty (30) days 
prior to a regularly scheduled meeting of the Board that precedes the 
course , documentation which includes all of the following items which must 
be resubmitted if substantive changes are made after receipt of approval 
from the Board: 

(I) course description or outline ; 

(II) names of all lecturers; 

(Ill) brief resume of all lecturers; 

(IV) number of hours of educational credit requested ; 

(V) date of course; 

(VI) copies of materials to be utilized in the course; and 
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(VII) how verification of attendance is to be documented. 

(ii) Notwithstanding the provisions of the introductory language of this 
paragraph , any clinic, workshop , seminar or lecture at national, regional, 
state and local meetings of counselors will be recognized for continuing 
education credit by the Board if 

(I) the course provider has complied with the provisions of subpart (5) 
(a) 2 (i); or 

(II) the course provider is exempt' from needing prior approval as 
provided in part (5) (a) 1. 

(iii) Notwithstanding the provisions of subparagraph (3) (a) , out-of-state 
continuing education providers may seek course approval if they are a 
professional counseling regulatory agency or association from a state that 
borders Tennessee; and 

(I) the course provider has complied with the provisions of subpart (5) 
(a) 2 (i) ; or 

(II) the course provider is exempt from needing prior approval as 
provided in part (5) (a) 1. 

3. Course approval procedure for individual licensees and certificate holders 

(i) Any licensee or certificate holder may seek approval to receive credit for 
successfully completing continuing education courses by delivering to the 
Board's Administrative Office at least thirty (30) days prior to a regularly 
scheduled meeting of the Board that precedes the course, everything 
required in items (5) (a) 2 (i) (I) through (VII) which must be resubmitted if 
substantive changes are made after receipt of approval from the Board ; 
and 

(ii) To retain course approval , the licensee or certificate holder must submit a 
course evaluation form , supplied by the Board , to the Board's 
Administrative Office within thirty (30) days after successfully completing 
the course. 

(b) Continuing education credit will not be allowed for the following : 

1. Regular work activities, administrative staff meetings, case staffing/reporting , etc. 

2. Membership in, holding office in , or participation on boards or committees, 
business meetings of professional organizations , or banquet speeches. 

3. Independent unstructured or self-structured learning. 

4. Training specifically related to policies and procedures of an agency may not be 
counted . 

5. Non-counseling content courses - examples: finance or business management. 

(6) Continuing Education for Reactivation of Certificate or License 

(a) Reactivation of retired certificate or license 
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1. An individual whose certificate or licensure has been retired for one year or less 
will be required to fulfill continuing education requirements as outlined in this rule 
as a prerequisite to reinstatement. Those hours will be considered replacement 
hours and can not be counted during the next certification or licensure renewal 
period. 

2. Any individual requesting reactivation of a certificate or license which has been 
retired must submit, along with the reactivation request, verification which 
indicates the attendance and completion of 10 hours of continuing education 
which must have been begun and successfully completed within 12 months 
immediately preceding the date of requested reinstatement. The continuing 
education hours completed to reinstate a retired certificate or license shall not be 
credited toward the continuing education hours required to be completed by the 
end of the calendar year following reinstatement. 

3. The board , upon receipt of a written request and explanation, may waive or 
condition any or all of the continuing education for reactivation of a retired 
certificate or license in emergency situations. 

(b) Reactivation of revoked licensure or certification - No person whose license or 
certificate has been revoked for failure to comply with continuing education may be 
reinstated without complying with these requirements. Continuing education will 
accumulate at the same rate as that for those licenses and certificate holders which are 
active. The required clock hours of continuing education must have been begun and 
successfully completed within twelve (12) months immediately preceding the date of 
reinstatement. A license or certificate which has been revoked for noncompliance with 
the continuing education requirement shall also be subject to the late renewal fee 
pursuant to rule 0450-01-.06. 

(c) Reactivation of expired licensure - No person whose license or certificate has expired 
may be reinstated without submitting evidence of continuing education. The continuing 
education hours documented at the time of reinstatement must equal the hours 
required , had the license or certificate remained in an active status, and must have 
been successfully completed within twelve (12) months immediately preceding the date 
of reinstatement. 

(d) Continuing education hours obtained as a prerequisite for reactivating a license or 
certificate may not be counted toward the calendar year requirement. 

(7) Waiver or Extension of Continuing Education Requirements. 

(a) The Board may grant a waiver of the need to attend and complete the required clock 
hours of continuing education or the Board may grant an extension of the deadline to 
complete the required clock hours of continuing education if it can be shown that 
compliance is beyond the physical or mental capabilities of the person seeking the 
waiver. 

(b) Waivers or extension of the deadline will be considered only on an individual basis and 
may be requested by submitting the following items to the Board's Administrative Office 
prior to the expiration of the calendar year (December 31) in which the continuing 
education is due: 

1. A written request for a waiver or deadline extension which specifies which 
requirements are sought to be waived or which deadline is sought to be 
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extended, and a written and signed explanation of the reason for the request; 
and 

2. Any documentation which supports the reason(s) for the waiver or deadline 
extension requested or which is subsequently requested by the Board. 

(c) A waiver or deadline extension approved by the Board is effective only for the calendar 
year for which either is sought. 

(8) Violations 

(a) Any licensee or certificate holder who falsely certifies attendance and completion of the 
required hours of continuing education requirements, or who does not or can not 
adequately substantiate completed continuing education hours with the required 
documentation, may be subject to disciplinary action. 

(b) Prior to the institution of any disciplinary proceedings, a letter shall be issued to the last 
known address of the individual stating the facts or conduct which warrant the intended 
action. 

(c) The licensee or certificate holder has thirty (30) days from the date of notification to 
show compliance with all lawful requirements for the retention of the license or 
certificate. 

(d) Any licensee or certificate holder who fails to show compliance with the required 
continuing education hours in response to the notice contemplated by subparagraph 
(b) above may be subject to disciplinary action. 

(e) Continuing education hours obtained as a result of compliance with the terms of a 
Board Order in any disciplinary action shall not be credited toward the continuing 
education hours required to be obtained in any renewal period. 

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 4-5-202, 4-5-204, 63-22-102, and 63-22-108. Administrative History: Original 
rule filed April29, 1992; effective June 13, 1992. Amendment filed June 18, 1996; effective September 4, 
1996. Amendment filed July 31, 2000; effective October 14, 2000. Amendment filed April 30, 2002; 
effective July 14, 2002. Amendment filed July 16, 2003; effective September 29, 2003. Amendment filed 
July 30, 2003; effective October 13, 2003. Amendment filed July 21, 2004; effective October 4, 2004. 
Amendment filed October 18, 2004; effective January 1, 2005. Amendment filed March 23, 2007; 
effective June 6, 2007. Amendment filed November 26, 2008; effective February 9, 2009. 

0450-01-.13 PROFESSIONAL ETHICS. All licensees and certificate holders shall comply with the 
current code of ethics adopted by the American Counseling Association, except to the extent that it 
conflicts with the laws of the state of Tennessee or the rules of the Board. If the code of ethics conflicts 
with state law or rules, the state law or rules govern the matter. Violation of the code of ethics or state 
law or rules may subject a licensee or certificate holder to disciplinary action. -

(1) The certified professional counselor and licensed professional counselor and anyone under 
his supervision shall conduct their professional practice in conformity with the legal, ethical 
and professional standards promulgated by the Board under its current statutes and rules 
and regulations. 

(2) Each applicant and certificate holder or licensee is responsible for being familiar with and 
following this code of ethics. 

(3) A copy of the code of ethics may be obtained by writing the American Counseling 
Association, 5999 Stevenson Avenue, Alexandria, VA 22304. 
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