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BERRY. SIMSrtc 

W. Brantley Phillips, Jr. 
150 Third Avenue South, Suite 2800 

Nashville, TN 37201 
PHONE: (615) 742-7723 (615) 742-6200 
FAX: (615) 7 42-2842 
E-MAIL:· bphillips@bassberry.com 

June 26, 2013 

Via Hand Delivery 
Hon. Richard G. Rhoda 
Executive Director 
Tennessee Higher Education Commission 
404 James Robertson Parkway, Ste. 1900 
Nashville TN 37243-0830 

..,.,,,,,, 
\'i-\ L-'-> Via Hand Delivery , ) ;:__l 

Julie M. Woodruff, Esq. 1,, -· \ 
Director of Regulatory Affairs ·::. ~/, 
Tennessee Higher Education Commission 

·_, -0 
404 James Robertson Parkway, Ste. 1'900 :,:. 
Nashville TN 37243-0830 <:2 ':';" 

'.::'~ (,,) 

Re: Petition for Public Hearing on Proposed Rule 1540-01-02 tY; -

Dear Dr. Rhoda and Ms. Woodruff: 

I \ 

Please find enclosed a Petition for Public Hearing relating to the Commission's proposed 
rule 1540-01-02, which is being submitted on behalf of National College of Business & 
Technology ("NCBT") and several other interested parties. A copy of the same has been 
submitted to the Secretary of State's office. 

Per Tenn. Code Ann.§ 4-5-202, the Petition has been signed by more than 25 person who 
will be affected by the proposed rule and otherwise satisfies the requirements of the Uniform 
Administrative Procedures Act. If some other notice or documentation is required to initiate the 
public hearing process, please do not hesitate to let us know so that it can be provided promptly. 

Iil addition to myself, please provide notice of the time and place for the public hearing to 
NCBT at the following address: National College of Business and Technology, Attn: Steven 
Cotton, 1813 East Main Street, Salem, Virginia 24153. 

Thank you for your attention in this matter. We will look forward to hearing from you 
regarding the schedule for the public hearing. With kind regards, I remain, 

WBP:la 
. Enclosure 

cc: Steve Cotton (w/petition) 
Hon. Tre Hargett, Secretary of State (w/petition) 

bassberry.com 



RICHARD G. RHODA 
Executive Director 

Via State Mail 

June 27, 2012 

STATE OF TENNESSEE 

HIGHER EDUCATION COMMISSION 
PARKWAY TOWERS, SUITE 1900 

NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37243-0830 
(615) 741-3605 

FAX: (615) 741-6230 

Cody York, Director of Publications 
Tennessee Department of State 
312 Rosa L. Parks A venue, 
Snodgrass Tower, 8th Floor 
Nashville, TN 37243 

Dear Mr. York, 

BILL HASLAM 
Governor 

Enclosed is the Petition for Public Hearing on Proposed Rule 1540-01-02 filed with the 
Tennessee Higher Education Commission (THEC) on June 26, 2013. THEC submitted the 
proposed rules in question to your office on April 1, 2013. I am forwarding the original petition 
to you pursuant to Tenn. Code Ann. § 4-5-202(a)(2). Please contact me at (615)253-8857 or 
julie.woodruff@tn.gov if I can be of any assistance. · 

Sincerely, 

/\ } 
( ! / {A_)_; __ y_ I 
~ / 

/T~lie M. Woodruff 
( I}irector of Postsecondary School Authorization & Lead Attorney 
'vj)ivision of Postsecondary School Authorization, THEC 

Enclosure 

cc: Dr. Stephanie Bellard Chase, Assistant Executive Director for DPSA 
I 

C.Sl 



PETITION FOR PUBLIC HEARING 

Re: Tennessee Higher Education Commission proposed rule 1540-01-02, Authorization and 
Regulation of Postsecondary Institutions and Their Agents, filed 4/1/2013, Rule ID 5467, 
Sequence No. 04-02-13. 

In accordance with Tennessee Code Annotated§ 4-5-202(a)(2), the undersigned affected persons 
and/or association(s) hereby petition the Tennessee Higher Education Commission to hold a 
formal public hearing on the proposed rule identified above. Pursuant to that statute and this 
Petition, the Commission may not proceed with the proposed rulemaking untilrit"-l.1as giv~n."notice" 
and held a hearing as provided by the Uniform Administrative Procedures ~ct, i§={El:;~*Q\i~tj 
seq., and must forward this Petition to the Secretary of State. j 
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PETITION FOR PUBLIC HEARING 

Re: Tennessee Higher Education Commission proposed rule 1540-01-02, Authorization and 
Regulation of Postsecondary Institutions and Their Agents, filed 4/1/2013, Rule ID 5467, 
Sequence No. 04-02-13. 

In accordance with Tennessee Code Annotated§ 4-5-202(a)(2), the undersigned affected persons 
and/or association(s) hereby petition the Tennessee Higher Education Commission to hold a 
formal public hearing on the proposed rule identified above. Pursuant to that statute and this 
Petition, the Commission may not proceed with the proposed rulemaking until it has given notice 
and held a hearing as provided by the Uniform Administrative Procedures Act, § 4-5-101, et 
seq., and must forward this Petition to the Secretary of State. 
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PETITION FOR PUBLIC HEARING 

Re: Tennessee Higher Education Commission proposed rule 1540-01-02, Authorization and 
Regulation of Postsecondary Institutions and Their Agents, filed 4/1/2013, Rule ID 5467, 
Sequence No. 04-02-13. 

In accordance with Tennessee Code Annotated§ 4-5-202(a)(2), the undersigned affected persons 
and/or association(s) hereby petition the Tennessee Higher Education Commission to hold a 
formal public hearing on the proposed rule identified above. Pursuant to that statute and this 
Petition, the Commission may not proceed with the proposed rulemaking until it has given notice 
and held a hearing as provided by the Uniform Administrative Procedures Act, § 4-5-101, et 

seq., and must forward this Petition to the Secretary of State. 
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PETITION FOR PUBLIC HEARING 

Re: Tennessee Higher Education Commission proposed rule 1540-01-02, Authorization and 
Regulation of Postsecondary Institutions and Their Agents, filed 4/1/2013, Rule ID 5467, 
Sequence No. 04-02-13. 

In accordance with Tennessee Code Annotated§ 4-5-202(a)(2), the undersigned affected persons 
and/or association(s) hereby petition the Tennessee Higher Education Commission to hold a 
formal public hearing on the proposed rule identified above. Pursuant to that statute and this 
Petition, the Commission may not proceed with the proposed rulemaking until it has given notice 
and held a hearing as provided by the Uniform Administrative Procedures Act, § 4-5-101, et 
seq., and must forward this Petition to the Secretary of State. 
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PETITION FOR PUBLIC HEARING 

Re: Tennessee Higher Education Commission proposed rule 1540-01-02, Authorization and 
Regulation of Postsecondary Institutions and Their Agents, filed 4/1/2013, Rule ID 5467, 
Sequence No. 04-02-13. 

In accordance with Tennessee Code Annotated§ 4-5-202(a)(2), the undersigned affected persons 
and/or association(s) hereby petition the Tennessee Higher Education Commission to hold a 
formal public hearing on the proposed rule identified above. Pursuant to that statute and this 
Petition, the Commission may not proceed with the proposed rulemaking until it has given notice 
and held a hearing as provided by the Uniform Administrative Procedures Act, § 4-5-101, et 
seq., and must forward this Petition to the Secretary of State. 
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PETITION FOR PUBLIC HEARING 

Re: Tennessee Higher Education Commission proposed rule 1540-01-02, Authorization and 
Regulation of Postsecondary Institutions and Their Agents, filed 4/1/2013, Rule ID 5467, 
Sequence No. 04-02-13. 

In accordance with Tennessee Code Annotated § 4-5-202(a)(2), the undersigned affected persons 
and/or association(s) hereby petition the Tennessee Higher Education Commission to hold a 
formal public hearing on the proposed rule identified above. Pursuant to that statute and this 
Petition, the Commission may not proceed with the proposed rulemaking until it has given notice 
and held a hearing as provided by the Uniform Administrative Procedures Act, § 4-5-101, et 
seq., and must forward this Petition to the Secretary of State. 
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PETITION FOR PUBLIC HEARING 

Re: Tennessee Higher Education Commission proposed rule 1540-01-02, Authorization and 
Regulation of Postsecondary Institutions and Their Agents, filed 4/1/2013, Rule ID 5467, 
Sequence No. 04-02-13. 

In accordance with Tennessee Code Annotated § 4-5-202(a)(2), the undersigned affected persons 
and/or association(s) hereby petition the Tennessee Higher Education Commission to hold a 
formal public hearing on the proposed rule identified above. Pursuant to that statute and this 
Petition, the Commission may not proceed with the proposed rulemaking until it has given notice 
and held a hearing as provided by the Uniform Administrative Procedures Act, § 4-5-101, et 

seq., and must forward this Petition to the Secretary of State. 
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PETITION FOR PUBLIC HEARING 

Re: Tennessee Higher Education Commission proposed rule 1540-01-02, Authorization and 
Regulation of Postsecondary Institutions and Their Agents, filed 4/1/2013, Rule ID 5467, 
Sequence No. 04-02-13. 

In accordance with Tennessee Code Annotated§ 4-5-202(a)(2), the undersigned affected persons 
and/or association(s) hereby petition the Tennessee Higher Education Commission to hold a 
formal public hearing on the proposed rule identified above. Pursuant to that statute and this 
Petition, the Commission may not proceed with the proposed rulemaking until it has given notice 
and held a hearing as provided by the Uniform Administrative Procedures Act, § 4-5-101, et 
seq., and must forward this Petition to the Secretary of State. 
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PETITION FOR PUBLIC HEARING 

Re: Tennessee Higher Education Commission proposed rule 1540-01-02, Authorization and 
Regulation of Postsecondary Institutions and Their Agents, filed 4/1/2013, Rule ID 5467, 
Sequence No. 04-02-13. 

In accordance with Tennessee Code Annotated § 4-5-202(a)(2), the undersigned affected persons 
and/or association(s) hereby petition the Tennessee Higher Education Commission to hold a 
formal public hearing on the proposed rule identified above. Pursuant to that statute and this 
Petition, the Commission may not proceed with the proposed rulemaking until it has given notice 
and held a hearing as provided by the Uniform Administrative Procedures Act, § 4-5-101, et 

seq., and must forward this Petition to the Secretary of State. 
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PETITION FOR PUBLIC HEARING 

Re: Tennessee Higher Education Commission proposed rule 1540-01-02, Authorization and 
Regulation of Postsecondary Institutions and Their Agents, filed 4/1/2013, Rule ID 5467, 
Sequence No. 04-02-13. 

In accordance with Tennessee Code Annotated§ 4-5-202(a)(2), the undersigned affected persons 
and/or association(s) hereby petition the Tennessee Higher Education Commission to hold a 
formal public hearing on the proposed rule identified above. Pursuant to that statute and this 
Petition, the Commission may not proceed with the proposed rulemaking until it has given notice 
and held a hearing as provided by the Uniform Administrative Procedures Act, § 4-5-101, et 
seq., and must forward this Petition to the Secretary of State. 
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PETITION FOR PUBLIC HEARING 

Re: Tennessee Higher Education Commission proposed rule 1540-01-02, Authorization and 
Regulation of Postsecondary Institutions and Their Agents, filed 4/1/2013, Rule ID 5467, 
Sequence No. 04-02-13. 

In accordance with Tennessee Code Annotated§ 4-5-202(a)(2), the undersigned affected persons 
and/or association(s) hereby petition the Tennessee Higher Education Commission to hold a 
formal public hearing on the proposed rule identified above. Pursuant to that statute and this 
Petition, the Commission may not proceed with the proposed rulemaking until it has given notice 
and held a hearing as provided by the Uniform Administrative Procedures Act, § 4-5-101, et 
seq., and must forward this Petition to the Secretary of State. 
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PETITION FOR PUBLIC HEARING 

Re: Tennessee Higher Education Commission proposed rule 1540-01-02, Authorization and 
Regulation of Postsecondary Institutions and Their Agents, filed 4/1/2013, Rule ID 5467, 
Sequence No. 04-02-13. 

In accordance with Tennessee Code Annotated§ 4-5-202(a)(2), the undersigned affected persons 
and/or association(s) hereby petition the Tennessee Higher Education Commission to hold a 
formal public hearing on the proposed rule identified above. Pursuant to that statute and this 
Petition, the Commission may not proceed with the proposed rulemaking until it has given notice 
and held a hearing as provided by the Uniform Administrative Procedures Act, § 4-5-101, et 
seq., and must forward this Petition to the Secretary of State. 
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PETITION FOR PUBLIC HEARING 

Re: Tennessee Higher Education Commission proposed rule 1540-01-02, Authorization and 
Regulation of Postsecondary Institutions and Their Agents, filed 4/1/2013, Rule ID 5467, 
Sequence No. 04-02-13. 

In accordance with Tennessee Code Annotated·§ 4-5-202(a)(2), the undersigned affected persons 
and/or association(s) hereby petition the Tennessee Higher Education Commission to hold a 
f 01mal public hearing on the proposed rule identified above. Pursuant to that statute and this 
Petition, the Commission may not proceed with the proposed rulemaking until it has given notice 
and held a hearing as provided by the Uniform Administrative Procedures Act, § 4-5-101, et 
seq., and must forward this Petition to the Secretary of State. 
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PETITION FOR PUBLIC HEARING 

Re: Tennessee Higher Education Commission proposed rule 1540-01-02, Authorization and 
Regulation of Postsecondary Institutions and Their Agents, filed 4/1/2013, Rule ID 5467, 
Sequence No. 04-02-13. 

In accordance with Tennessee Code Annotated§ 4-5-202(a)(2), the undersigned affected persons 
and/or association(s) hereby petition the Tennessee Higher Education Commission to hold a 
fmmal public hearing on the proposed rule identified above. Pursuant to that statute and this 
Petition, the Commission may not proceed with the proposed rulemaking until it has given notice 
and held a hearing as provided by the Uniform Administrative Procedures Act, § 4-5-101, et 
seq., and must forward this Petition to the Secretary of State. 

NAME 

1.~~~ 

2.~£1? 
3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 



10. 

11. 

15. 

16. 

18. 

19. ~AU,o 

20. 

21. 

22. 

23. 

24. ~da MC{~rS/f\0:j 

? Q+ C:oV\ -r,tJ) tv 25. 

'f{ ~~f()t4 GJ&__{-scN\ 

~ o...~ eev \'-0 ~\ < 

.J,LLC<_<\J-c,._ \) cc\.aV\c k 



PETITION FOR PUBLIC HEARING 

Re: Tennessee Higher Education Commission proposed rule 1540-01-02, Authorization and 
Regulation of Postsecondary Institutions and Their Agents, filed 4/1/2013, Rule ID 5467, 
Sequence No. 04-02-13. 

In accordance with Tennessee Code Annotated§ 4-5-202(a)(2), the undersigned affected persons 
and/or association(s) hereby petition the Tennessee Higher Education Commission to hold a 
formal public hearing on the proposed rule identified above. Pursuant to that statute and this 
Petition, the Commission may not proceed with the proposed rulemaking until it has given notice 
and held a hearing as provided by the Uniform Administrative Procedures Act, § 4-5-101, et 
seq., and must forward this Petition to the Secretary of State. 
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PETITION FOR PUBLIC HEARING 

Re: Tennessee Higher Education Commission proposed rule 1540-01-02, Authorization and 
Regulation of Postsecondary Institutions and Their Agents, filed 4/1/2013, Rule ID 5467, 
Sequence No. 04-02-13. 

In accordance with Tennessee Code Annotated§ 4-5-202(a)(2), the undersigned affected persons 
and/or association(s) hereby petition the Tennessee Higher Education Commission to hold a 
formal public hearing on the proposed rule identified above. Pursuant to that statute and this 
Petition, the Commission may not proceed with the proposed rulemaking until it has given notice 
and held a hearing as provided by the Uniform Administrative Procedures Act, § 4-5-101, et 
seq., and must forward this Petition to the Secretary of State. 
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PETITION FOR PUBLIC HEARING 

Re: Tennessee Higher Education Commission proposed rule 1540-01-02, Authorization and 
Regulation of Postsecondary Institutions and Their Agents, filed 4/1/2013, Rule ID 5467, 
Sequence No. 04-02-13. 

In accordance with Tennessee Code Annotated§ 4-5-202(a)(2), the undersigned affected persons 
and/or association(s) hereby petition the Tennessee Higher Education Commission to hold a 
formal public hearing on the proposed rule identified above. Pursuant to that statute and this 
Petition, the Commission may not proceed with the proposed rulemaking until it has given notice 
and held a hearing as provided by the Uniform Administrative Procedures Act, § 4-5-101, et 
seq., and must forward this Petition to the Secretary of State. 
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PETITION FOR PUBLIC HEARING 

Re: Tennessee Higher Education Commission proposed rule 1540-01-02, Authorization and 
Regulation of Postsecondary Institutions and Their Agents, filed 4/1/2013, Rule ID 5467, 
Sequence No. 04-02-13. 

In accordance with Tennessee Code Annotated§ 4-5-202(a)(2), the undersigned affected persons 
and/or association(s) hereby petition the Tennessee Higher Education Commission to hold a 
formal public hearing on the proposed rule identified above. Pursuant to that statute and this 
Petition, the Commission may not proceed with the proposed rulemaking until it has given notice 
and held a hearing as provided by the Uniform Administrative Procedures Act, § 4-5-101, et 
seq., and must forward this Petition to the Secretary of State. 
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PETITION FOR PUBLIC HEARING 

Re: Tennessee Higher Education Commission proposed rule 1540-01-02, Authorization and 
Regulation of Postsecondary Institutions and Their Agents, filed 4/1/2013, Rule ID 5467, 
Sequence No. 04-02-13. 

In accordance with Tennessee Code Annotated§ 4-5-202(a)(2), the undersigned affected persons 
and/or association(s) hereby petition the Tennessee Higher Education Commission to hold a 
formal public hearing on the proposed rule identified above. Pursuant to that statute and this 
Petition, the Commission may not proceed with the proposed rulemaking until it has given notice 
and held a hearing as provided by the Uniform Administrative Procedures Act, § 4-5-101, et 

seq., and must forward this Petition to the Secretmy of State. 
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PETITION FOR PUBLIC HEARING 

Re: Tennessee Higher Education Commission proposed rule 1540-01-02, Authorization and 
Regulation of Postsecondary Institutions and Their Agents, filed 4/1/2013, Rule ID 5467, 
Sequence No. 04-02-13. 

In accordance with Tennessee Code Annotated§ 4-5-202(a)(2), the undersigned affected persons 
and/or association(s) hereby petition the Tennessee Higher Education Commission to hold a 
formal public hearing on the proposed rule identified above. Pursuant to that stat11te and this 
Petition, the Commission may not proceed with the proposed rulemaking until it has given notice 
and held a hearing as provided by the Uniform Administrative Procedures Act, § 4-5-101, et 
seq., and must forward this Petition to the Secretary of State. 
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