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My Fellow Tennesseans,

It is an honor to dedicate the 2015-2016 Tennessee Blue Book to one of Tennessee’s most 
respected statesmen, the late Senator Howard H. Baker, Jr. of Scott County.

Beginning with service in the United States Navy, Senator Baker’s lengthy and storied career 
spanned seven decades and his accomplishments separate him as one of the great Tennesseans 
of our era.  Among his many accomplishments listed on the following pages, as Chief of Staff to 
President Ronald Reagan, Senator Baker was the steady and trusted advisor who helped guide the 
final years of the Reagan administration.

As a Tennessean, Senator Baker set the highest of standards for excellence in public service to 
our great state and nation.  He did this by showing respect for others, demonstrating a high regard 
for collaboration and civil discourse, and, most of all, by the love he exemplified for his fellow 
Tennesseans, all of which were hallmarks of his great life.

With these aforementioned accomplishments and attributes in mind, I am grateful for the 
opportunity to dedicate the 2015-2016 Tennessee Blue Book to Senator Howard H. Baker, Jr. 

			                     Sincerely, 

			                     Tre Hargett



SENATOR HOWARD H. BAKER, JR. 
(1925–2014)

Howard Henry Baker, Jr., was born on 
Nov. 15, 1925 in the Scott County town of 
Huntsville, a Republican-leaning region 
of Tennessee that had resisted secession at 
the time of the Civil War. As a young man, 
Baker served as president of the University 
of Tennessee student body and graduated 
from the University of Tennessee Law 
School in 1949. This followed his service in 
the Navy and earlier dreams of becoming 
an engineer or pilot. His marriage in 1951 
to Joy Dirksen, the daughter of the power-
ful Senate Minority Leader Everett Dirksen, 
thrust Baker into the world of politics. Upon 
graduation, he practiced law in Huntsville, 
and in 1964, he ran unsuccessfully for the 
U.S. Senate in a special election to fill the 
vacancy created by Sen. Estes Kefauver’s 
death. 

Baker ran again in 1966, winning fifty-
six percent of the popular vote to become 

Tennessee’s first Republican U.S. senator since Reconstruction, serving three terms from 1967 
until his retirement in 1985. During his career in the Senate, Baker became known as “The Great 
Conciliator” for his ability to bring lawmakers from both political parties together to resolve press-
ing issues. “He’s like the Tennessee River,” his stepmother, Irene Bailey Baker, once said. “He flows 
right down the middle.” Sen. Baker rose to national prominence during the Watergate hearings of 
1973–1974 as Vice Chairman of the Senate Watergate Committee, when he uttered that famous 
question, “What did the President know, and when did he know it?”

After a brief bid for the 1980 Republican presidential nomination, he served as Senate Majority 
Leader during the Reagan Administration and helped pass President Ronald Reagan’s first-term tax 
cuts. In 1987–1988, he served as President Reagan’s Chief of Staff and effectively dealt with a scan-
dal known as the Iran-Contra Affair. He retired to travel and practice law, before being appointed 
U.S. Ambassador to Japan by George W. Bush in 2001. In 2005, he retired once again and returned 
to Tennessee to work with the Baker Donelson law firm, which was founded by his grandfather. 
He devoted much time to the Howard H. Baker Jr. Center for Public Policy and once said that he 
would be remembered longest for his key role in the creation of the 125,000-acre Big South Fork 
National River and Recreation Area, which spans over land in both Tennessee and Kentucky.

Sen. Baker and Joy Dirksen had two children, Darek and Cissy Baker. Joy died in 1993 after a 
long battle with cancer. In 1996, Sen. Baker married Sen. Nancy Landon Kassebaum, and they 
resided in Huntsville and Morris County, Kansas.

Sen. Baker died in Huntsville on June 26, 2014 at the age of eighty-eight. The former senator lay 
in repose in the rotunda of the University of Tennessee, Knoxville, building that bears his name, 
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the Howard H. Baker Jr. Center for Public Policy. The funeral was attended by family, friends, and 
many Washington dignitaries, including Vice President Joe Biden, Vice President Al Gore, Sen. 
Fred Thompson, Sen. Harry Reid, and Sen. Lamar Alexander, who provided the eulogy. 

Image Key for the Howard Henry Baker, Jr., Collage

1.	 Senator Howard H. Baker, Jr., used his camera as his diary, recording events from the 
inside looking out, as in this photo on Air Force One.

2.	 In the background is Senator Howard H. Baker, Jr., photographing the second inaugura-
tion of Governor Lamar Alexander on January 15, 1983 in Nashville, Tennessee. Governor 
Lamar Alexander is swearing in with Honey Alexander, Lieutenant Governor John Wilder, 
Alexander’s children, and other government officials and guests present.

3.	 The “Baker Special” campaign train through Tennessee. Left to Right:  Darek Baker, Joy 
Baker, Senator Howard H. Baker, Jr., and Cissy Baker.

4.	 Senator Howard H. Baker, Jr., with Representative John J. Rhodes at Meet The Press on 
January 22, 1978.

5.	 Howard H. Baker, Jr., (right) poses with President Ronald Reagan. He would go on to 
serve two years as Reagan’s White House Chief of Staff.

6.	 Senator Howard H. Baker, Jr., Majority Leader, interviewed by the press.
7.	 Senator Howard H. Baker, Jr., with his grandson Timothy Baker in 1996.
8.	 Senator Howard H. Baker, Jr., speaking with President Jimmy Carter.
9.	 Senator Nancy Kassebaum (Baker) and Senator Howard H. Baker, Jr.
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Preface
The Tennessee Blue Book serves as a manual of useful information on our state and government, 

both past and present. It contains information on the makeup of Tennessee state government, state 
history, national and state constitutions, most recent election results, and census data.

The Blue Book is divided into eight sections. The first three sections are devoted to the legislative, 
executive, and judicial branches of government, also referred to as departments in the Tennessee 
Constitution. They appear in the order set forth by the state constitution. The book’s organization 
is based on the organizational chart of state government, which appears on the following page. 

Section I focuses on the 109th General Assembly, listing the membership of the House of 
Representatives and Senate and their committees. The General Assembly examines issues affect-
ing Tennesseans and gives guidance necessary for the smooth operation of state government. The 
General Assembly elects three constitutional officers: the secretary of state, the comptroller of 
the treasury, and the treasurer. These officials and their departments are featured in this section. 

Section II is devoted to the executive branch of government and explains the function of the 
departments administered by the governor through his appointed commissioners. This section 
also describes the governor’s responsibilities and explores the history and duties of the agencies 
under his authority.

Section III examines the judicial branch of state government and provides information on 
the judicial system, courts, and those involved in interpreting state law. The attorney general and 
reporter is a constitutional officer appointed by the Tennessee Supreme Court. 

Section IV features the Tennessee Regulatory Authority and explains its role in advancing the 
public interest through telecommunications and utilities throughout the state.

Section V presents the Tennessee congressional delegation in the federal government and the 
United States Constitution. 

Section VI contains a cumulative state history, biographies of Tennessee’s former governors, 
state historic sites, state symbols and honors, and the Tennessee Constitution. 

Section VII details the results of elections held across the state in 2014 and provides statistical 
information regarding Tennessee cities and counties.

Section VIII consists of a topical index and a listing of key illustrations, along with credit and 
or source. 

The term “blue book” dates from the 15th century, when the English Parliament began keeping 
its records in large volumes covered with blue velvet. Since that time, the name “Blue Book” has 
been used to describe many forms of government manuals. The Tennessee Blue Book and Official 
Directory was first published in 1929. Its predecessor, The Official and Political Manual of the State 
of Tennessee, was first published by the Office of the Secretary of State in 1890. 
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