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The term “blue book” dates from the 15th century when the English
Parliament began keeping its records in large volumes covered with blue
velvet. Since that time the name “Blue Book” has been used to describe
many forms of government manuals. The Tennessee Blue Book and Official
Directory was first published in 1929. Its predecessor, The Official and
Political Manual of the State of Tennessee, was first published by the Office
of the Secretary of State in 1890.
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