State of Tennegsee
PUBLIC CHAPTER NO. 895

HOUSE BILL NO. 2116

By Representatives McCormick, Gilmore, Favors, Gravitt, Hazlewood, Todd, McManus,
Daniel, Miller, Mark White, Hardaway

Substituted for: Senate Bill No. 2592
By Senators Norris, Gardenhire, Harper

AN ACT to amend Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 29; Title 36 and Title 66, relative to
domestic violence.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE:

SECTION 1. Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 66-28-517, is amended by adding the
following language as a new subsection (g):

(1) If domestic abuse, as defined in § 36-3-601, is the underlying offense for
which a tenancy is terminated, only the perpetrator may be evicted. The landlord shali
not evict the victims, minor children under eighteen (18) years of age, or innocent
occupants, any of whom occupy the subject premises under a lease agreement, based
solely on the domestic abuse. Even if evicted or removed from the lease, the perpetrator
shall remain financially liable for all amounts due under all terms and conditions of the
present lease agreement.

(2) If a lease agreement is in effect at the time that the domestic abuse is
committed, the landlord may remove the perpetrator from the lease agreement and
require the remaining adult tenants to qualify for and enter into a new agreement for the
remainder of the present lease term. The landlord shall not be responsible for any and
all damages suffered by the perpetrator due to the bifurcation and termination of the
lease agreement in accordance with this section.

(3) If domestic abuse, as defined in-§ 36-3-601, is the underlying offense for
which tenancy could be terminated, the victim and all adult tenants shall agree, in
writing, not to allow the perpetrator to return to the subject premises or any part of the
community property, and to immediately report the perpetrator's return to the proper
authority, for the remainder of the tenancy. A violation of such agreement shall be cause
o terminate tenancy as to any victim and all other tenants.

(4) The rights under this section shall not apply until the victim has been judicially
granted an order of protection against the perpetrator for the specific incident for which
tenancy is being terminated, a copy of such order has been provided to the landlord, and
the order:

(A) Provides for the perpetrator to move out or vacate immediately;

(B) Prohibits the perpetrator from coming by or to a shared residence;

(C) Requires that the perpetrator stay away from the victim's residence; or

(D) Finds that the perpetrator's continuing to reside in the rented or
leased premises may jeopardize the life, health, and safety of the victim or the
victim's minor children.
(5) Failure to comply with this section, or dismissal of an order of protection that

allows application of this section, abrogates the rights provided to the victim, minor
children, and innocent occupants under this section.



HB 2116

(6) The rights granted in this section shall not apply in any situation where the
perpetrator is a child or dependent of any tenant.

(7) Nothing in this section shall prohibit the eviction of a victim of domestic abuse
for non-payment of rent, a lease violation, or any violation of this chapter.

SECTION 2. Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 66-7-109, is amended by adding the
following language as new subsections:

(e)

(1) If domestic abuse, as defined in § 36-3-601, is the underlying offense
for which a tenancy is terminated, only the perpetrator may be evicted. The
landlord shall not evict the victims, minor children under eighteen (18) years of
age, or innocent occupants, any of whom occupy the subject premises under a
lease agreement, based solely on the domestic abuse. Even if evicted or
removed from the lease, the perpetrator shall remain financially liable for all
amounts due under all terms and conditions of the present lease agreement.

(2) If a lease agreement is in effect, the landlord may remove the
perpetrator from the lease agreement and require the remaining adult tenants to
qualify for and enter into a new agreement for the remainder of the present lease
term. The landlord shall not be responsible for any and all damages suffered by
the perpetrator due to the bifurcation and termination of the lease agreement in
accordance with this section.

(3) If domestic abuse, as defined in § 36-3-601, is the underlying offense
for which tenancy could be terminated, the victim and all adult tenants shall
agree, in writing, not to allow the perpetrator to return to the subject premises or
any part of the community property, and to immediately report the perpetrator's
return to the proper authority, for the remainder of the tenancy. A violation of
such agreement shall be cause to terminate tenancy as to the victim and all other
tenants.

(4) The rights under this section shall not apply until the victim has been
judicially granted an order of protection against the perpetrator for the specific
incident for which tenancy is being terminated, a copy of such order has been
provided to the landlord, and the order:

(A) Provides for the perpetrator to move out or vacate
immediately;

(B) Prohibits the perpetrator from coming by or to a shared
residence;

(C) Requires that the perpetrator stay away from the victim's
residence; or

(D) Finds that the perpetrator's continuing to reside in the rented
or leased premises may jeopardize the life, health, and safety of the
victim or the victim's minor children.

(56) Failure to comply with this section, or dismissal of an order of
protection that allows application of this section, abrogates the rights provided to
the victim, minor children, and innocent occupants under this section.

(6) The rights granted in this section shall not apply in any situation where
the perpetrator is a child or dependent of any tenant.

(7) Nothing in this section shall prohibit the eviction of a victim of domestic
abuse for non-payment of rent, a lease violation, or any violation of this chapter.
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(f) Nothing in this section shall apply to rental property located in any county
governed by the Uniform Residential Landiord and Tenant Act, compiled in title 66,
chapter 28.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2016, the public welfare requiring it.
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