
~tat.e of utennessee 

PUBLIC CHAPTER NO. 894 

HOUSE BILL NO. 2107 

By Representatives Swann, Camper, Akbari, Parkinson, Turner, Hardaway 

Substituted for: Senate Bill No. 2070 

By Senator Overbey 

AN ACT to amend Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 4; Title 33; Title 40; Title 41; Title 
50 and Title 71, relative to returning certain incarcerated persons to the community. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE: 

SECTION 1. On or before January 31, 2017, the commissioner of mental health and 
substance abuse services shall submit a report to the health and welfare committee of the 
senate and the health committee of the house of representatives concerning the feasibility of a 
pilot program for one (1) county that seeks to address overcrowding in jails and correction 
institutions by providing diversionary or transitional services that include mental health services 
and supports, substance abuse treatment and counseling, health care, and employment and 
housing supports. The report shall examine, but not be limited to, the following topics: 

it. 

(1) The costs and benefits of implementing the pilot program; 

(2) The number of people the pilot program could expect to serve; 

(3) Approaches taken by other states to address prison diversion and prison 
transition issues where mental health and substance abuse services are involved; 

(4) Best practices for this type of pilot program; 

(5) Prospects for and barriers to potential expansion of the pilot program 
statewide; and 

(6) Potential federal funding sources to support the pilot program. 

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a law, the public welfare requiring 
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