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PUBLIC CHAPTER NO. 923
SENATE BILL NO. 2983
By Tate, Marrero
Substituted for: House Bill No. 2827

By Coley, Richardson, Hardaway, White

AN ACT to amend Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 5, Chapter 1; Title 6, Chapter 54;
Title 13, Chapter 21 and Title 13, Chapter 6, Part 1, relative to restoration of

property.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE:

SECTION 1. Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 5-1-115, is amended by
adding the following language as a new subsection (g):

(9)(1) As used in this subsection,

(A) "Community organization” means a community-
oriented organization or group including, but not limited to, a
school group, church youth group, or community support group.

(B) "Vacant property" means property on which no building
exists or on which a building exists but any such building is no
longer utilized for any business, commercial or residential
purposes.

(2) If a person fails to remedy the condition on vacant property
within the time period prescribed by subsection (c), subject to any stay as
provided in subsection (d), upon the adoption of a resolution by a two-
thirds (2/3) vote of the county legislative body of any county having a
population in excess of eight hundred thousand (800,000), according to
the 2000 federal census or any subsequent federal census to implement
this subsection (g) within such county, a community organization shall be
entitled to petition the county to enter upon such vacant property to
remedy the conditions identified in subsection (b). Upon the filing of such
a petition, the county is authorized to contract with such community
organization for such purposes. The contract shall provide for the manner
in which the community organization shall be compensated for remedying
the conditions pursuant to such contract. Any county that contracts with a
community organization for such purposes shall be absolutely immune
from any liability to any and all persons and for damage to the vacant
property for conditions remedied by the community organization. No
monetary liability and no cause of action of any nature shall arise against
the county for acts of omission or commission of such community
organization for conditions remedied pursuant to such contract.
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SECTION 2. Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 5-1-115(e), is amended by
adding the following language as a new subdivision (3):

(3) The provisions of this subsection (e) shall not apply to subsection (g).

SECTION 3. Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 6-54-113, is amended by
adding the following language as a new subsection (h):

(h)(1) As used in this subsection,

(A) "Community organization” means a community-
oriented organization or group including, but not limited to, a
school group, church youth group, or community support group.

(B) "Vacant property" means property on which no building
exists or on which a building exists but any such building is no
longer utilized for any business, commercial or residential
purposes.

(2) Except as provided in subsection (g), if a person fails to
remedy the condition on vacant property within the time period prescribed
by subsection (c), subject to any stay as provided in subsection (d), upon
the adoption of a resolution by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the municipal
legislative body of any municipality located in any county having a
population in excess of eight hundred thousand (800,000), according to
the 2000 federal census or any subsequent federal census to implement
this subsection (h) within any such municipality, a community organization
shall be entitled to petition the municipality to enter upon such vacant
property to remedy the conditions identified in subsection (b). Upon the
filing of such a petition, the municipality is authorized to contract with such
community organization for such purposes. The contract shall provide for
the manner in which the community organization shall be compensated
for remedying the conditions pursuant to such contract. Any municipality
that contracts with a community organization for such purposes shall be
absolutely immune from any liability to any and all persons and for
damage to the vacant property for conditions remedied by the community
organization. No monetary liability and no cause of action of any nature
shall arise against the municipality for acts of omission or commission of
such community organization for conditions remedied pursuant to such
contract.

SECTION 4. Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 13-21-204, is amended by
deleting the section in its entirety and by substituting instead the following:

(a) For purposes of this section:
(1) As used in this subsection,
(A) "Community organization” means a community-

oriented organization or group including, but not limited to, a
school group, church youth group, or community support group.
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(B) "Litter" means overgrown plant life including, but not
limited to, trees, vines, grasses, and underbrush or the
accumulation of debris, trash, garbage, or any combination of the
preceding elements.

(C) "Vacant property" means property on which no building
exists or on which a building exists but any such building is no
longer utilized for any business, commercial or residential
purposes.

(b) A municipality may acquire by eminent domain pursuant to Title 29,
Chapters 16 and 17, any property determined to be blighted or deteriorated
pursuant to this part, and shall have the power to hold, clear, manage or dispose
of property so acquired for residential, commercial, industrial and related use,
pursuant to the provisions of this part.

(c)(1) Upon the adoption of a resolution by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the
municipal legislative body of any municipality located in any county
having a population in excess of eight hundred thousand (800,000),
according to the 2000 federal census or any subsequent federal census
to implement this subsection (c), within any such municipality, a
community organization shall be entitled to petition a municipality
acquiring vacant property pursuant to subsection (b) in order to enter
upon such vacant property to remove litter from such property.

(2) Upon the filing of such a petition, the municipality is authorized
to contract with such community organization for such purposes. The
contract shall provide for the manner in which the community organization
shall be compensated for remedying the conditions pursuant to such
contract.

(A) Any municipality that contracts with a community
organization for such purposes shall be absolutely immune from
any liability to any and all persons and for damage to the vacant
property for conditions remedied by the community organization.
No monetary liability and no cause of action of any nature shall
arise against the municipality for acts of omission or commission
of such community organization for conditions remedied pursuant
to such contract.

(B) The community organization may coordinate with the
Department of Correction to utilize inmates for removing litter from
vacant property as part of a volunteer inmate work program as
described in 8 4-6-201 or a similar Department of Correction
program. If the community organization utilizes inmates pursuant
to this subdivision, then the community organization shall not be
held liable for any damage to the vacant property or for any injury
incurred by inmates arising from the removal of litter.

SECTION 5. This act shall take effect July 1, 2010, the public welfare requiring it.
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PASSED: May 13, 2010
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APPROVED this 26th day of May 2010
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