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STATE OF TENNESSEE

PUBLIC CHAPTER NO. 394
HOUSE BILL NO. 1541
By Representatives Gilmore, Watson
Substituted for: Senate Bill No. 1831

By Senators Kyle, Marrero, Harper

AN ACT to amend Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 39-13-102, relative to
aggravated assault.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE:

SECTION 1. Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 39-13-102, is amended by
deleting the section in its entirety and substituting instead the following:

§ 39-13-102.
(&) A person commits aggravated assault who:

(1) Intentionally or knowingly commits an assault as
defined in § 39-13-101 and:

(A) Causes serious bodily injury to another; or
(B) Uses or displays a deadly weapon; or

(2) Recklessly commits an assault as defined in 8§ 39-13-
101(a)(1), and:

(A) Causes serious bodily injury to another; or
(B) Uses or displays a deadly weapon.

(b) A person commits aggravated assault who, being the parent
or custodian of a child or the custodian of an adult intentionally or
knowingly fails or refuses to protect the child or adult from an aggravated
assault as defined in subdivision (a)(1) or aggravated child abuse as
defined in § 39-15-402.

(c) A person commits aggravated assault who, after having been
enjoined or restrained by an order, diversion or probation agreement of a
court of competent jurisdiction from in any way causing or attempting to
cause bodily injury or in any way committing or attempting to commit an
assault against an individual or individuals, intentionally or knowingly
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attempts to cause or causes bodily injury or commits or attempts to
commit an assault against the individual or individuals.

(d) A person commits aggravated assault who, with intent to

cause physical injury to any public employee or an employee of a
transportation system, public or private, whose operation is authorized by
title 7, chapter 56, causes physical injury to such employee while the
public employee is performing a duty within the scope of the public
employee’s scope of employment or while the transportation system
employee is performing an assigned duty on, or directly related to, the
operation of a transit vehicle.

(e)

(1) Aggravated assault under subsection (d) is a Class A
misdemeanor. Aggravated assault under subdivision (a)(1) or
subsections (b) or (c) is a Class C felony. Aggravated assault
under subdivision (a)(2) is a Class D felony.

(2) In addition to any other punishment that may be
imposed for a violation of this section, if the relationship between
the defendant and the victim of the assault is such that the victim
is a victim as defined in § 36-3-601(8), and if, as determined by
the court, the defendant possesses the ability to pay a fine in an
amount not in excess of two hundred dollars ($200), then the court
shall impose a fine at the level of the defendant's ability to pay, but
not in excess of two hundred dollars ($200). The additional fine
shall be paid to the clerk of the court imposing sentence, who shall
transfer it to the state treasurer, who shall credit the fine to the
general fund. All fines so credited to the general fund shall be
subject to appropriation by the general assembly for the exclusive
purpose of funding family violence shelters and shelter services.
Such appropriation shall be in addition to any amount
appropriated pursuant to § 67-4-411.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a law, the public welfare

requiring it.

PASSED: May 28, 2009
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KENT WILLIAMS, SPEAKER
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

/ 2 ON RAMSEY
SPEAKER O SENATE

APPROVED this 9th day of June 2009

HIL EREDESEM, GOVERNOR



