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STATE OF TENNESSEE 
 

PUBLIC CHAPTER NO. 219 
 

SENATE BILL NO. 1659 
 

By Burks, Ford, Stewart, Crowe 
 

Substituted for:  House Bill No. 1588 
 

By Curtiss 

AN ACT to amend Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 4; Title 10 and Title 58, relative to 
confidentiality of veterans' social security numbers. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE: 

SECTION 1. Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 58, Chapter 4, Part 1, is 
amended by adding the following language as a new section: 

§ 58-4-103. 

(a) Any veteran of the United States Armed Forces, or such 
veteran's surviving spouse, attorney-in-fact, personal representative or 
court appointed guardian, may request that the War Records Bureau 
redact from the official records that are maintained and distributed by the 
bureau, the veteran's social security identification number from any such 
military records if such records are stored in a manner that permits 
redaction. 

(b) The request for redaction of a social security identification 
number from a military record in the possession of the War Records 
Bureau shall be made on a paper writing in a form that is substantially 
similar to the form that is authorized for use under § 10-7-513. The 
Commissioner of Veterans' Affairs shall approve a form that meets the 
requirements of this subsection (b). 

(c) The War Records Bureau has no duty to inquire beyond the 
acknowledged request to verify the identity or authority of the person 
requesting the removal. Upon receiving the written request, the War 
Records Bureau shall act in accordance with the request to redact the 
social security identification number from a military record in the 
possession of the bureau. If redaction is requested and is not practicable, 
the War Records Bureau shall verbally or by writing explain to the person 
making the request why redaction is not practicable. 

SECTION 2. For purposes of designing and approving a form, this act shall take 
effect upon becoming a law, the public welfare requiring it. For all other purposes, this 
act shall take effect on July 1, 2009, the public welfare requiring it.  
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PASSED:  May 4, 2009 

 
APPROVED this 18th day of May 2009   

 


